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Burial & Cemetery ContaCts

In the event of a death that creates the need to make arrangements for 
burial in the Beth Jacob section, the first three phone calls to be made are 
to:  (1) Beth Jacob Sr. Rabbi or Assistant Rabbi, (2) Beth Jacob Executive 
Director or Rabbis’ Secretary, and (3) the Funeral Home.  Once they have 
been contacted, they will assist in making all necessary arrangements.

Rabbi Ilan D. Feldman
Senior Rabbi, Beth Jacob
Direct:  678-244-6640
Cell:  404-664-3465
rabbi@bethjacobatlanta.org

Rabbi Dov Foxbrunner
Assistant Rabbi, Beth Jacob
Direct:  678-244-6646
Cell:  908-399-8238
rdf@bethjacobatlanta.org

Rabbi Yitzchok Tendler
Executive Director, Beth Jacob
Direct:  678-244-6644
Cell:  404-217-7910
ytendler@bethjacobatlanta.org

Gail Vexler
Rabbis’ Secretary, Beth Jacob
Direct:  678-244-6643
Cell:  404-227-3948
gvexler@bethjacobatlanta.org

Burt Wittenberg
Chair, Beth Jacob Cemetery 
Guardians
Cell:   404-312-0289 
burtw@comcast.net

Edward Dressler
Dressler’s Jewish Funeral Care
3734 Chamblee Dunwoody Road
Office:  770-451-4999
msg@jewishfuneralcare.com
www.JewishFuneralCare.com

Blake Blomquist
Crest Lawn Memorial Park
2000 Marietta Boulevard, 30318
Office:  404-355-3380
blake@crestlawn.com

Scears Hardie
Greenwood Cemetery
1173 Cascade Circle, 30311
Office:  404-753-2128
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introduCtion
This document has been produced by the Cemetery Guardians (“Guardians”) 
in order to assist Congregation Beth Jacob’s (“Beth Jacob”) membership in 
better understanding the Halachic issues and protocols of the Beth Jacob 
section located in Crestlawn Memorial Park (“Crestlawn”) and in Greenwood 
Cemetery (“Greenwood”). 
The Guardians is a group of Beth Jacob members who have assumed 
responsibility for ensuring the Beth Jacob section is maintained properly and 
respectfully.  The Guardians oversee ongoing care and maintenance of the 
cemetery and periodic beautification and improvement projects.  Its activities 
are authorized by the dictates of the Board of Trustees.
The Beth Jacob Board of Trustees (“Board of Trustees”) has complete control 
and responsibility for all aspects of cemetery operations including assignment 
and selling of burial plots, relationship with the cemetery operators, 
functioning of the cemeteries, coordinating with the various entities involved 
in a funeral and establishing rules for operations, markers and decorations. 
The Senior Rabbi is the final authority in all religious matters concerning 
the cemetery and its operations, including exceptions as to who can purchase 
plots.
The rules concerning the sale and assignment of burial plots in the cemetery 
have been established by the Board of Trustees. The Staff responsible for the 
administration of all cemetery activities are the Executive Director and/or the 
Rabbis’ Secretary.  The primary contact is Rabbis’ Secretary.
In the event of a death that creates the need to make arrangements for 
burial in the Beth Jacob section, the first three phone calls to be made are 
to (1) Senior Rabbi or Assistant Rabbi, (2) the Executive Director or Rabbis’ 
Secretary and (3) the Funeral Home.  Once they have been contacted, they 
will assist in making all necessary arrangements.
Please be aware that there are many intricate laws that govern an Orthodox 
Jewish cemetery and interment.  This document addresses only a few of 
them.  The Beth Jacob Senior Rabbi is the final authority regarding these 
matters.

Both Greenwood and Crestlawn contain Beth Jacob burial sites. Greenwood 
has a small section that is full. It is our Congregation’s obligation and 
privilege to maintain Greenwood and Crestlawn. 
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HalaCHiC PraCtiCes aPPlying to 
JewisH Cemeteries

Consecration of Cemetery
1. A Jewish cemetery is consecrated ground. A special ceremony is used to 
consecrate a cemetery.
2. A Jewish cemetery should be physically separated from other areas by a 
fence, shrubs or other physical boundaries.

Proper Conduct in a Cemetery
1. One should conduct him/herself with utmost respect for the dead while 
in a cemetery. One of the main concerns in Jewish law is loeg larosh, not 
“mocking the dead.” 
2. A cemetery is dedicated exclusively to honoring the deceased, so much 
so that even extending greetings to a friend within four cubits (7½ feet) of 
a grave is prohibited.
3. One does not study Torah, pray or even expose one’s tzizit in a cemetery, 
as it mocks the deceased who are not capable of performing mitzvot.
4. One may not eat, drink or smoke while in a cemetery.
5. No personal use may be derived from anything growing on a grave 
(flowers, fruit, etc.).
6. One may not walk over a grave, unless impossible to access another 
without doing so.  In Beth Jacob’s cemetery, the walkway is demarcated in 
such a way as to indicate proper step-off points between graves.
7. There is a custom when visiting a grave to “add” to the monument by 
leaving a stone on it.
8. There is a custom (based on mysticism) to tear some grass and throw it 
backwards after leaving a gravesite.  
9. After visiting a cemetery, one should ritually wash one’s hands before re-
entering a private residence. It is customary that the vessel is not handed 
from person to person, but rather is placed on the ground or another 
surface.  

Interment
1. A widow(er) who remarries is interred next to the spouse from whom 
children are born. If children were born from both or from neither spouse 
and both marriages were pleasant, he/she is buried next to first spouse.
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2. Only Jews, as defined by halacha, are permitted to be buried in a Jewish 
cemetery. Converts according to halacha are treated equal to born Jews.  
One who is in the process of conversion but does not complete it (e.g., 
circumcision but no immersion in a mikvah) is not buried in a Jewish 
cemetery. 

Reopening of Graves

1. Opening a grave is a serious matter and may be done only in limited 
circumstances. 
2. Only the Senior Rabbi may determine if a grave can and should be 
opened.  The family has no right to demand this without consent of the 
Senior Rabbi.

Monuments
1. It is discouraged to place photographs of the deceased on a monument.
2. The monument minimally should include Pey-Nun (“Here Rests”),  
Hebrew name and name of father, Hebrew date of passing and the 
Hebrew abbreviation Tuf-Nun-Tzadi-Bet-Heh  (“May his/her soul be 
bound up in the bonds of eternal life“).
3. Monuments should be humble in nature, in character with other 
monuments in the cemetery.  One should not inscribe excessive praises on 
the monument.
4.  It is prohibited to derive any benefit from a monument (for example, 
sit on it, lean on it, etc.).
5. One is not permitted to erase writing on a monument unless it is 
incorrect.
6. If replacing a monument, the new one may not in any way reduce, 
delete or omit praise from the first one.
7. One may erect a monument for a person whose burial site is not known.
8. One may not plant flowers or trees over a grave. 

Plot ownersHiP & PriCes

The Executive Director and staff are responsible for the sale and assignment 
of plots within the Beth Jacob section of Crestlawn.  The following are the 
rules concerning who are entitled to purchase plots and the prices for the 
plots:
1. A full member who joined Beth Jacob prior to December 15, 1997 and  
has been a continuous full member in good standing will receive one free 
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cemetery plot in the Beth Jacob section at Crestlawn for the use of that 
member or his/her spouse. 
2. A full member who joined Beth Jacob after December 15, 1997 and 
who has been a continuous full member in good standing may purchase a 
single cemetery plot in the Beth Jacob section of Crestlawn at the Member 
Purchase Price to be used or reserved for the member or his/her spouse.
3. A full member in good standing may purchase additional plots in the Beth 
Jacob section of Crestlawn for the use of the member, his/her spouse and 
members of his/her immediate family (e.g. children, grandchildren, parents, 
grandparents and siblings) at the Standard Purchase Price each.
4. Plots in the Beth Jacob section of Crestlawn may not be sold to associate 
members, non-members, or anyone who is not a full member in good 
standing of Beth Jacob, nor the spouse or a member of the immediate family 
of a full member not in good standing of Beth Jacob.  The sale of a plot for 
exceptional circumstances must be approved by the Senior Rabbi. 
5. If a full member of Beth Jacob allows his/her membership to lapse, that 
individual shall have the following rights:

a. If the immediate family members are buried in the Beth Jacob section 
of Crestlawn, the former member may purchase plots for themselves and 
their immediate family members for the Standard Purchase Price each. 
b. If a former full member had purchased a companion plot while being 
a member in good standing when he/she qualified for a free plot, that 
person retains ownership of both the free and the purchased plots.   
c. If a former member had not purchased a companion plot while being a 
full member in good standing when he/she qualified for a free plot, that 
person forfeits the right to a free plot at the time that he/she allows his/
her full membership to lapse.

6. Only a full member in good standing may purchase or reserve any 
cemetery plot in the Beth Jacob Section of Crestlawn.
7. Any exceptions to the above purchase rights is at the Senior Rabbi’s 
discretion.

monument & marker PoliCies

The design for all monuments and burial markers must be submitted to 
the Beth Jacob office for review and approved by the Senior Rabbi before 
the monument  may be installed in the Beth Jacob cemetery.  No existing 
monuments or markers may be removed or altered without the prior 
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approval of the Senior Rabbi.
All policies, rules and regulations of the Crestlawn Memorial Park must be 
followed by staff and its members in the use of the Beth Jacob section within 
the Crestlawn.  The following policies are within the rules of the Crestlawn 
Memorial Park and are applicable to the Beth Jacob section of the Crestlawn:
1. Plots within the Beth Jacob section are laid out such that the long 
dimension of the plots is in an east-west direction, and they are in rows that 
are laid out in a north–south direction (see diagram, page 9 & 10).  When 
one enters the Beth Jacob section, there is a walk down the middle of the 
section that runs east to west.  The long dimensions of the plots are therefore 
in the same direction as the walk.  The rows are perpendicular to the walk.  
Each row contains two plots that are head to foot with a small path between 
each continuous row of two plots.  The walk has dark tile markers that 
locate the path between the rows of two, head to foot, plots.  When burial 
takes place, the casket is placed such that the head of the casket is at the 
west end of the plot and the foot of the casket is at the east end.
2. There are only two types of monuments that are used in the Beth Jacob 
section.  There is a flat grave marker and an upright memorial monument.  
The flat grave marker is placed over the head end of the plot and the upright 
memorial monument is placed at the foot end of the plot.
* See diagram on page 10.

4. The upright memorial monuments will have a maximum height of 33 
inches and maximum widths of 24 inches for a single plot and 48 inches for 
a double plot.  The thickness of memorial stones will be 8 inches.  The base 
of memorial stones will have a size of 14 inches x 1.33 times the width.  They 
will have a depth such that the base extends no less than 12 inches below the 
surface of the ground.  
5. All stone used in the Beth Jacob section will be made from either grey or 
white marble or granite.
6. There will be no vases, containers or urns included in the fabrication of 
any markers or memorial stones.
7. There will be no flat memorial slabs covering the plot.
8. Memorial/in honoraria benches may be purchased.  The contact person is 
the Chairman of the Cemetery Guardians.
9. There will be no curbs or copings allowed around the perimeter of a 
family or individual burial plot.
10. If a person is being buried in a plot adjacent to that of their deceased 
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spouse, the existing monuments for the spouse may be duplicated for the 
new grave even if they might not comply with the rules if they were installed 
before these rules were instituted.  All other monuments will comply with 
the rules or they will be removed.
11. A grave must always have a marker identifying the deceased.  At the 
completion of a funeral, the funeral company will mark the grave with 
a temporary marker with the appropriate information.  The temporary 
marker will remain in place until a permanent marker is installed and 
unveiled.  The prevailing practice is, after an appriopate amount of time of 
no less than 30 days and no more than one Jewish year (the first yahrzeit), a 
permanent marker must be installed by the family.  Every grave must have 
as a minimum a flat bronze grave marker as described in Number 2 and 3 
above. 

unveiling ProCedures

The prevailing practice in the United States Jewish community is to erect 
a monument before the first yahrzeit.  Although an unveiling ceremony is 
not required, most people prefer to have one;  this does not have to happen 
before the first yahrzeit. Additionally, the family can have an unveiling 
without either of the following arrangements.
The monument vendor schedules the monument installment with the 
Crestlawn.

A. If the memorial was purchased from Crestlawn:
1. Notify the cemetery to schedule the unveiling service.
 • The cemetery office can be reached at 404-355-3380.
2. The cemetery will provide the following services at NO charge:
 • Optional cheesecloth placed prior to the service.
 • Bottled water available for everyone in attendance.
 • A tent and up to 12 chairs (depending on the family’s request).

B. same as A-1, except that if the memorial was purchased from an outside 
vendor, there will be a fee for the optional cheesecloth, bottled water, tent 
and chairs. 

Floral arrangement PoliCies

Consistent with Jewish tradition, there are no flowers or flower 
arrangements placed at the gravesite.
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Location of Beth JacoB Section 
at creStLawn cemetery
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PLan Diagram - BuriaL PLot configuration
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Driving DirectionS

TO CRESTLAWN MEMORIAL PARK
2000 Marietta Boulevard NW, Atlanta, GA 30318
404-355-3380

From Beth Jacob:
- I-85 South
- I-75 North
- Exit 252B, Howell Mill Road
- Left onto Howell Mill Road
- Right onto Chattahoochee Avenue
- Left onto Marietta Boulevard
- Immediate right into cemetery main entrance

TO GREENWOOD CEMETERY
1173 Cascade Circle SW, Atlanta, GA 30311
404-753-2128

From Beth Jacob:
- I-85 South
- I-75 South 
- I-20 West
- Exit 54, Langhorn Street toward Cascade Road
- Left onto Langhorn Street
- 3rd right onto Ralph David Abernathy Boulevard
(Ralph David Abernathy becomes Cascade Avenue)
- 1st right onto Cascade Circle
- Cemetery is straight ahead

OR:

- I-285 West
- I-20 East
- Exit 18, Langhorn Street/Cascade Road
- Turn right onto Langhorn Street
- 2nd right onto Ralph David Abernathy Boulevard
(Ralph David Abernathy becomes Cascade Avenue)
- 1st right onto Cascade Circle
- Cemetery is straight ahead
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