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The Beth Jacob Board of Trustees 

Dear Beth Jacob Family, 

As the new year of 2022 gets underway, our Shul is strongly positioned to be the 
catalyst for even greater community impact, leadership, and growth.  

We look forward to continuing our mission of setting the standard for excellence 
of Jewish communal service, centered around passionate Jewish living, Torah 
learning, and building unity among Jews of all backgrounds. 

2021 was another globally challenging year, but one in which our Shul members 
rose to the occasion to fulfill the needs of our community and beyond. It’s 
incredible to look back at the number of educational and social initiatives we 
offered (see p. 7-8). We welcomed new members (p. 5), celebrated lifecycle 
events, and pivoted constantly to keep our programming relevant and accessible.      

Please feel free to reach out to any member of our board with ideas, feedback 
or questions. Looking forward to an incredible year of health and continued 
growth. 

Sincerely, 

FOR BEING A MEMBER
THANK YOU
תודה רבה

Matt Lewis
                PRESIDENT

Chava Neiditch
VICE PRESIDENT

Nachi Friedman 
TREASURER

Larry Beck
SECRETARY 

Rabbi Norman Schloss 
TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE

Dr. Yaakov Berendt
MEMBERSHIP TRUSTEE

Rabbi Doron Silverman
FUNDRAISING TRUSTEE

Gavin Ellman
SECURITY TRUSTEE

Yonasan Gavant
BUILDING TRUSTEE

H. Elisa Iteld Ellman
PRESCHOOL TRUSTEE 

Melanie Frank
YOUTH TRUSTEE
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HALACHAH & 
MESORAH TRADITION GROWTH

CHESSED INDIVIDUALITY LEADERSHIP
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To grow and sustain a warm synagogue community that 

sanctifies G-d’s name by providing 

for the spiritual, social, and 
educational growth of a diverse 

membership. 

MISSION STATEMENT & 
CORE VALUES
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We believe lifelong 
learning and ongoing 
inquiry are essential 

to Jewish growth, and 
create opportunities for 
every member to engage 

in Torah study. 

LEARNING

PRAYER

RESPONSIBILITY ISRAEL YOUTH RABBINIC 
RELATIONSHIPS

COMMUNITY

HOSPITALITY

We recognize 
that Jewish law, as 
interpreted by our 

rabbinic leadership, is 
the ultimate authority in 

our community.  

We are motivated 
by a respect for our 

synagogue’s history and 
customs.   

We inspire our members 
to grow personally and 

spiritually.  

We empower our 
members to contribute 

their talents and 
perspectives in making 

a difference to our 
communal fabric.  

We embrace and value 
individuality within the 

framework of Torah 
Judaism.  

We give of our resources 
and of ourselves.  

We proactively create a 
warm and welcoming 
community culture. 

We create opportunities 
for meaningful social 

connections with 
other Jews and foster 

interaction between Jews 
of all backgrounds and 
religious orientations.   

We promote the 
importance of the rabbi-
congregant relationship. 

We create an 
environment that 

includes our youth in 
communal religious 

life and nurtures Jewish 
values in our children. 

We support and 
embrace the historic 
return of the Jewish 
nation to the land of 

Israel.  

We promote a sense 
of responsibility for 
the greater Jewish 

community and Klal 
Yisrael. 

We create opportunities 
for members to 

experience meaningful 
prayer and connection 

to G-d. 



, 

REVENUE BREAKDOWN*

EXPENSE BREAKDOWN*

Revenue

1.2
million

Expenses

1.24
million

Dues (including Jacob’s Angels)

Fundraising & Donations

Facility Rental & Rental Properties

Trusts

$700K $292K $135K $120

SALARY UTILITIES & 
MAINTENANCE

GENERAL &  
ADMINISTRATIVE

PROGRAMMING/
FUNDRAISING

*Partial breakdown; full breakdown presented at the January 31 Annual Meeting. 

Jacob's Angels
$118k

$428K

$48K

$148K

$444K

3

(general operations only; excludes BJ Preschool operations)

REVENUE & EXPENSES
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OUT OF THE BOX

This count represents lifecycle events for our immediate members, and doesn’t include the many grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren born to our members, k’h.

Did you know? Each year our Shul engages in multiple projects which are beyond our 
traditional focus. Here are a few initiatives we ran this year:

Kosher Food Program
Beth Jacob spearheaded, managed, and executed (in partnership with our vendor, Kosher 
Gourmet) the Atlanta Kosher Food Box program, which concluded in August 2021. This 
program, which spanned 2020-2021, harnessed US Department of Agriculture funds to provide 
the nutritional equivalent of more than 250,000 kosher meals to local families, giving our 
community a combined economic boost of approximately $750,000.

Lod Support
Following violent Arab riots in many Israeli communities during the Gaza conflict in the spring, 
Beth Jacob reached out to the hard-hit city of Lod in central Israel to find a meaningful way 
to provide support to their community. We sponsored a lavish community-wide Bris event in 
Lod, celebrating the birth of a baby boy to Evyatar & Samantha Sandovsky, whose apartment 
had been torched in the rioting. This gesture provided a much needed boost of morale to this 
community, and they were extremely grateful for our friendship.

Shemittah Campaign
Rosh Hashana this year marked the start of the Hebrew year of 5782, a Sabbatical Shemittah 
year in which many farmers in Israel choose to forgo a year of working the land to fulfill this 
special mitzvah. We partnered with farmers Avraham & Ilana Yaakov in Moshav K'far Oriyah, 
and our Shul has raised over $30,000 to date to support this effort and have a share in this once-
every-seven-years opportunity.
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OUR 2021 STATS

11 7 2422 25
Baby Girls 

Born
Baby Boys 

Born
Bar & Bas 
Mitzvahs

Weddings New Member 
Households
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Noam & Channah Silverman

Alex & Rachel Dornfest
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2021 NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
WELCOME

Tomer & Rotem Sonsino | Daniel & Diana Cohen | Simcha & Rachel Trilokekar | Alex 
& Dara Dinur | Lon Smolensky & Sara Fisher | Noam & Channah Silverman | Yehuda & 
Sarena Safier | Aryeh & Amanda Rosenfield | Adam & Avigail Kass | Levi & Gitzy Small | 
Alex & Rachel Dornfest 

”We were looking for a home-town feel for our growing family, 
and we found it here at Beth Jacob.”            

Meet some of our new members, and find out what drew them to 
Beth Jacob...  

”We were attracted to Beth Jacob by what the community 
represents - Ahavat Yisroel. The community is warm and 
welcoming, family and Torah-centered, with a wholesome small-
town feel where children can thrive.”                     
     

This list represents a portion of our new member families. 

”We are absolutely IN LOVE with this wonderful Atlanta 
community. Even before we arrived, we felt genuine warmth and 
care while meeting community members on the phone to find 
frum-friendly places to live. We’re continuously blown away by the 
generous hospitality and sincere love of the community. We are 
extremely grateful that in just a matter of months, we already feel 
like we have joined a compassionate and supportive family.”                     
    

Simcha & Rachel Trilokekar

ANNUAL REPORT 2021
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Jacob’s Angels’ members partner with the shul financially to provide our community 
with the highest level of educational, religious, and social programming. This elite tier 
of membership plays a critical role in sustaining Beth Jacob’s continued presence as the 

dynamic core of our uniquely diverse and growth-oriented community.

To join Jacob’s Angels, please contact the Shul office or visit
www.bethjacobatlanta.org/jacobsangels

Diamond - $25,000+

Silver - $12,000 
Donald & Sheila Minsk
Jack & Pam Williams

Sapphire - $8,000
Dr. Orrin & Gwenn Davis 

 Rabbi Norman & Lydia Schloss
Dr. Joe & Phyllis Tate

Emerald - $5,400
Drs. Jack & Zoya Arbiser 

Joey & Kay Fink
Jonathan & Shulamith Klein

Deena Koniver
Matt & Chavi Lewis

Hunter & Stacey McGhee
Dr. David & Rachel Rabin

Dr. Arnold & Marcy Schneider
Dr. Nison & Helene Shleifer

Drs. Gerald & Cynthia Shulman

Thank you to our 
2021 Jacob’s Angels 
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Games (Orange Crush vs. Purple Reign), Kids 
Megillah reading, Purim Podcasts, all-night Purim 
night learning, and more. 

Pesach included informative classes and podcasts, 
utensil kashering and chametz burning.

Shavuos featured a packed schedule built around 
all-night learning, and families "clocked-in" over 
1,391 hours of Torah study!

The High Holidays were uplifting and featured 
numerous minyanim and classes. Our Youth 
Sukkos programs included a Sukkah Hop, Rabbi 
Jake Concert, Noah's Ark trip, and Kid's Hakafos. 

Chanukah was packed with learning opportunities 
including Rabbi Feldman’s Chanukah Minutes, and  
youth enjoyed Bingo and Hot Cocoa while their 
parents participated in the YP Chanukah Melave 
Malka and dreidel competition. 

We marked Veteran's Day with 
an inspiring program featuring 
members Mickey Steinberg 
and Gavin Ellman speaking 
about their repsective military 
experiences.

Torah Study
Our core commitment to ongoing high-level Jewish 
learning manifested itself throughout our bustling 
campus from early morning until late at night, and 
included a wide range  of learning opportunities, 
including a new semester of Semichas Chaver,  
“19 Weeks of Blessing” adult winter education 
series, Shovavim marriage and relationship series, 
Women's talks, Shabbos Learning Project, youth 
offerings including Kol Hane’arim, and much, 
much more!

Davening
Our Shul as a place of Tefilla has never been 
busier, with 10 daily minyanim taking place on 
our campus, ranging from 6:40am to 9:45pm. 
On Shabbos morning, hundreds of people attend 
5 different minyanim, held concurrent with a 
dynamic Shabbos morning childcare program with 
age-appropriate activities. A new middle school 
boys Shabbos afternoon mincha program helps 
train our youth to lead the davening.  

Holidays
We pivoted and replanned our annual Atlanta 
Purim Parade & Festival, producing a brand new 
event that had hundreds of families driving around 
the neighborhood for entertainment, food, and 
fun in our first Purim Crawl! We enjoyed a hectic 
few weeks of crazy competitions during the Adar 
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SNAPSHOTS OF 2021
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Israel 
Our annual Yom Hazikaron lecture featured Arnold 
Roth speaking about the hunt for the terrorist 
who murdered his daughter, Malki, hy"d. During 
the Arab rioting in May, we joined with the hard-
hit Jewish community in Lod by partnering in 
a large communal bris.  At the start of 5782, we 
launched the Give & Live Shemittah project to 
support farmers in Israel, and study books on 
faith to strengthen ourselves during this year. An 
astounding $30,000 plus has been raised by our 
members to date for the Israeli farmers! 

Family Milestones
We celebrated the birth of 
over 70 new babies, 
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren this year, 
dozens of Bar and Bas 
Mitzvahs, and many beautiful 
weddings this year, both in 
Atlanta and abroad!

Chessed Activities
Chessed continues to be a 
hallmark of our community, 
with welcoming guests, 
visiting the ill, caring for the 
deceased and much more 
being undertaken by our 
members in meaningful 
ways.

Social Events
As we emerged into a greater semblance of 
normalcy, our "Back to Shul Southern Chill 
Kiddush" helped thaw us out, while the Sisterhood 
events, YP Melave Malkas, Shabbos Greeting 
program, and the launch of a very popular new 
monthly Senior Social Luncheon, Cafe Kesher, and 
more kept people together. If you haven't yet, come 
check out our bustling Shabbos morning kiddush 
and meet some new people!

Youth & Family 
As we entered the fall, a whole new suite of Shabbos 
youth programs were launched to complement 
the holiday youth programs, as well as general 
programs like Thanksgiving Family outing, which 
is a favorite annual family event.

BJ Preschool 
Led by dynamic director 
Robin Grossblatt and 
our excellent and 
devoted Morahs. The 
kids are learning about 
themselves and the 
world, making friends, 
and enjoying fabulous 
experiences.
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THIS WINTER, TAP INTO THE BLESSING OF FOCUSED 
PRAYER, ONE BERACHA OF SHEMONEH ESREI AT A TIME. 

Each week, a world class scholar will give an exclusive presentation 
focused on one of the berachos of the Amidah. This will be followed by 

commentary, practical take-aways and a follow-up discussion by BJ Rabbis. 

19W E E K S  O F  B L E S S I N G 

MODULE I
THE FIRST THREE BERACHOS

1855 Lavista Road  |  Atlanta, Georgia 30329  |  404.633.0551  |  www.bethjacobatlanta.org  

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:
$1000 Program Sponsor   |   $500 Module Sponsor   |   $250 Class Sponsor

For more details or to become a sponsor, contact Rabbi Dov Foxbrunner - rdf@bethjacobatlanta.org

C L A S S E S W I L L B E A I R E D ON L I N E AT
8:30PM ON MONDAY NIGHTS

mdxa` obn
“Patriarchs”

Rabbi Ilan D. Feldman 

miznd dign
“G-d’s Might”

Rabbi Zev Leff 

yecw dz`
“Holiness”

Rebbetzin Tziporah 
Heller-Gottleib

NO
VE

M
BE

R 
2

NO
VE

M
BE

R 
9

NO
VE

M
BE

R 
16

CONTACT RABBI DOV FOXBRUNNER TO 
REGISTER OR FOR INFORMATION
RDF@BETHJACOBATLANTA.ORG

1855 LAVISTA ROAD

ATLANTA, GA 30329

404.633.0551

BETHJACOBATLANTA.ORG

SCP is a new and innovative Halacha study program carefully crafted for the needs of 
the 21st century. With an emphasis on both the Halacha and the reasoning behind it, 
the program is rich with content that can be easily imparted to others. Upon 
completion of each semester and successfully passing a written exam, every 
member will receive a Ba’al HaBatim Semicha (Certificate of Accomplishment) 
from renowned Poskim.

Semichas Chaver  
Program

NEW SEMESTER STARTS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10

On Shabbos, are you allowed to... 
...dust off your suit 
...use baby wipes
...open a can of Coke
...make filtered coffee? 

Learn the answer to these questions 
and more as we continue our study 
of Hilchos Shabbos. Program meets every Sunday 8:50 - 

10:00am  |  Conference Room

SEMICHAS CHAVER PROGRAM

CS P

An international learning program with hundreds of 
participants in tens of cities worldwide. Join Rabbi 
Dov Foxbrunner and a growing number of men 
participating and gaining from this interactive and 

practical learning program.

Friday, November 26
6:00am Meet at Confederate Hall Parking Lot and begin the hike
7:00am Shacharis begins

RSVP at bethjacobatlanta.org/sunrise

S P E C I A L  P R O G R A M S  &  E V E N T S  S E R I E S  a t  B E T H  J A C O B

Sunrise 
Shacharis 
at Stone 
Mountain
This Friday, take advantage of 
Thanksgiving Weekend and 
start your day with an 
invigorating early morning hike 
up Stone Mountain followed by 
a Sunrise Minyan at the 
summit.

Open to all. Coffee and donuts provided 
following davening.

Flashlights may be helpful.
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BEEN THERE, DID THAT 2021
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JEWS
ON DUTY

MICKEY STEINBERG is a 
longtime member of Beth 
Jacob who served as a 
paratrooper in the U.S. Army 
during the Korean War. 
He earned the rank of 1st 
Lieutenant in the Army and 
Major in the Army Reserves. 
A well-known leader of the 
Atlanta business and Jewish 
communities, Mickey will 
discuss how his experiences 
as a Jew in the army informed 
his decades of leadership.

GAVIN ELLMAN served as a 
paratrooper, platoon leader, 
and company commander 
with tours in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. He currently 
serves as a Major in the 
Georgia National Guard. A 
member of the BJ Board of 
Trustees & Chair of the Shul’s 
Security Committee, Gavin 
brings his experiences as a 
proud Jew in the Army into his 
everyday professional, family 
and religious life. 

Thursday, 
November 11
7:30PM
H E R I T A G E  H A L L
Light Refreshments Served 

This event will be held live and in person, with 
ample space to spread out and HEPA filters 
in place. Unvaccinated individuals must be 
masked. It will also be broadcasted via zoom at 
www.bethjacobatlanta.org/veterans

Join us this Veteran’s Day as we honor those who served in the United States 
Armed Forces. We will hear from Mickey Steinberg and Gavin Ellman, two of our 

members who served as officers in the U.S. Army. They will share stories and 
insights into their respective experiences as Jews in the military.

MODERATED BY RABBI ILAN D. FELDMAN

A SPECIAL VETERANS DAY PROGRAM
H O N O R I N G  T H O S E  W H O  S E R V E D

B E T H  J A C O B  A T L A N T A  P R E S E N T S

1855 Lavista Road  |  Atlanta, Georgia 30329  |  404.633.0551  |  www.bethjacobatlanta.org  

Sponsored by Andy & Leah Lewis in honor of all of our veterans 
in appreciation for their service

Sunday, August 8
7:00-9:00pm | Red Seal Craft Studio in Roswell

Come join us in stenciling beautiful honey jars for Rosh Hashana! You
will be making two jars, one for you, and one to give as a gift! Refreshments 
sponsored by The Spicy Peach. Space is limited to 25 participants. 

$25 per person (includes supplies and refreshments)

For more information, contact Linda Minkow at lindaminkow@gmail.com
 or Raizel Kahn at roselyn.paskow@gmail.com.

RSVP BY WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4
WWW.BETHJACOBATLANTA.ORG/SISTERHOOD-UPCOMING

1855 LAVISTA ROAD

ATLANTA, GA 30329

404.633.0551

BETHJACOBATLANTA.ORG

S I S T E R H O O D  P R O G R A M M I N G  a t  B E T H  J A C O B

Honey, Bar,Honey, Bar,
    and Jars!    and Jars!

20212021
57815781
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Rabbi Emanuel Feldman
RABBI EMERITUS 

Rabbi Ilan D. Feldman
SENIOR RABBI

Rabbi Dov Foxbrunner
ASSOCIATE RABBI

Rabbi Yitzchok Tendler
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
 

Marsha Strazynski
RABBIS’ EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT 

Sandra Kaplan
MEMBER SERVICES

Robyn Grossblatt
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

Sarah Faygie Berkowitz
COMMUNICATIONS & 
MARKETING MANAGER

Natasha Harris
OPERATIONS 
COORDINATOR
 

Leah Lubel
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
COORDINATOR

Ryan Langlinais
FACILITIES MANAGER

2022 
Upcoming
Events & 
Holidays

Winter Adult Ed Series
January 17 -April 4

Breakfast for Dinner
February 20

Purim Parade & Festival
Sunday, March 13

Purim
march 17

Pesach
April 16-23

Annual Dinner
Wednesday, May 18

Shavuos
June 5-6

STAFF


