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The Rabbi’s Desk
Tu B’Shevat hi-gi-ah Chag Ha-ilanot—Tu B’Shevat is coming, the Holiday of the Trees!
I love this day on the Jewish calendar, connecting me to Israel where the almond trees are
just bursting into blossom as we look out at the snow-covered, frozen world in New York.
Join us this year for Sisterhood’s Tu B’Shevat celebration on Monday, January 21 at 6pm.
Were this holiday just about an ancient agricultural taxation system, or about the produce
of Israel, or about a mystical seder held by the rabbis of Tzefat in the 17th century, perhaps
Tu B’Shevat would not hold my attention.
But as a day appropriated and transformed by the Jewish Environmental Movement, I can
say that this day is relevant and important on our calendars.
What, you might ask, is Jewish about being dedicated to the environment?
First of all, Judaism teaches the foundational principle that God created this planet and that it was good. The earth
and its protection is not something about which we can decide to feel connected or not. We are of the earth . . . we
are one in millions of species. We are God’s creation.
Next, our Rabbinic tradition insists that we are responsible for the care of our planet. When the Rabbis read
Bereshit 1:28, “Be fruitful and increase; fill the earth and master it,” they understood that our privilege
necessitates responsibility. The concept of Baal Tashchit insists that we cannot waste anything in God’s creation.
We are rulers who must protect what God has given us as custodians.
Ultimately, the planet belongs not to us but to God. We read in the Babylonian Talmud (Berachot 35a): Rav
Judah said in the name of Samuel: To enjoy anything of the world without [reciting] a blessing is like stealing
things consecrated to heaven, since it says: The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.”
My friend and colleague, Rabbi Jan Uhrbach, has written:
How varied are Your works, Adonai, and, we know, how fragile.
Their beauty takes our breath away, we dare not shorten theirs.
For the earth’s course awaits a change in ours,
My origin is of the earth and our end is in the earth,
Our lives are brief, our pleasures fleeting, our impact endures.
But what we have been able to abuse and destroy, we are able to repair.
For we are created in Your image, in Your likeness.
And You, Sovereign of all, are the living and everlasting God.
(continued on p. 3)
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(continued from p. 1)

Yes, care for the environment is indeed a Jewish concern. What can we do about it?
Reusable grocery bags won’t prevent the scorching that will ensue in the next 20 years; it is a consequence of
carbon already in the atmosphere. We can write letters and send money but we cannot prevent the extinction of
species that have passed the point of no return. We can send money, but we cannot stop the burning of California
forests or the flooding of east coast towns.
Let’s face it, if every Jew in the world got on a bike instead of into a car and never again purchased produce
shipped from more than an hour away, we could not reverse the human carbon footprint. Using high efficiency
light bulbs in our synagogue is just a pinprick upon our planet. Our use of recyclable plates on Shabbat will not
save the rain forests.
As Jews, however, we cannot throw up our hands and give in to the luxury of feeling helpless. We are God’s
partners here on earth. Every Jewish person can and should make a difference. We are barely two-tenths of a
percent of the world’s population, but Judaism teaches us that our individual actions matter. We can be so
emboldened by Judaism that we can believe what we do matters.
Hazon, the Jewish Lab for Sustainability, supports synagogues and Jewish organizations by providing a roadmap
toward healthier and more sustainable environmental behaviors, ultimately earning a Hazon Seal of
Sustainability. Are you interested in offering your skill, time, and energy to restarting the OJC Green Committee?
What a beautiful way to begin 2019! Be in touch with me at Rabbi.Drill@theojc.org.
It is easy to believe that doing more harm to the environment has a negative effect on the planet. Doesn’t the
inverse therefore hold? Doing more good can have a positive effect. Let’s roll up our sleeves and prepare to have
a powerful effect!
Happy birthday to the trees! B’yedidut (with friendship),

Rabbi Paula Mack Drill

THE ORANGETOWN JEWISH CENTER RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
would like to thank our Hanukkah Lights sponsors.
Shamos—Lauren, Justin, Sawyer and Hayden Rubinstein
Mary, Omer, Molly and Michael Barnes
Peter, Kelly, Chance and Colton Roimisher
Candles—Erica, Joshua, Nathan and Aiden Kohl
Morah Hope’s Third Grade Class
Todah Rabbah! Sponsorships are still being accepted.
Please make checks payable to the OJC, attn: Sandy Borowsky
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From the President’s Pen
The following brief anecdote could be about me. On the first day of school, hoping to impress the class with
his experience, a teacher listed the many schools where he had taught over the previous decade. One boy, duly
impressed, but not quite in the way the teacher had hoped, wondered, "Why were you fired so many times?"
Yeah, that sounds like me… not the impressing part, but, certainly, the firing part. However, I’ve always been
the one firing me… OK, almost always.
I’ve made three major career changes over my lifetime. In each career, I had more than one job. So, I guess
you could say that this kind of resume conveys that I’m adventurous, willing to try new things, to expand my
experiences and broaden my horizons. You could also say that I lack permanence and that I can’t stick to a life choice and see it
through. On the other hand, I know someone, perhaps many someones, who have had only one career and only 1 or 2 jobs in the
same 30-year span. This resume may convey steady dependability or, maybe, lack of versatility and flexibility.
Is one approach to a career, one approach to life right and one wrong? Moving around prevents us from laying down roots and
building upon previous successes; staying in one place can result in missed opportunities. Can we be both adventurous and
dependable? How do we balance these two important, but contradictory approaches? I’m not the first and I won’t be the last to
posit that in order to reach our full potential, we must embrace both steadfast dependability and be willing to explore new
horizons. They are complementary, not contradictory inclinations. They exist in a dynamic relationship between constancy and
change.
When I searched online for these concepts in relation to Judaism, I found an article in the Jerusalem Post in August 2013, written
by Tal Becker and with the title, “Israel and the Constancy of Change”. Our own struggles with constancy and change are
mirrored in his writings about the struggle of Israel to come to grips with the pitfalls of holding too tightly to the ideal of
permanence. He writes, “Our resistance to embracing the unpredictability and frequency of change may come in part from the fact
that there are elements in our environment that can appear immovable. But it also stems from a psychological need to feel in
control, from a basic human yearning for stability. Perhaps by discounting the possibility of change we can avoid responsibility
for our role in directing events. Ultimately, though, permanence is an illusion.” Mr Becker’s ultimate conclusion was that “change
is coming, the only question is whether we will be a part of it.”
Last week, in writing a brief piece on the qualities of the OJC community, I stated that our congregation was founded on the
principles of tradition and growth. As we enter our 60th Anniversary year, the OJC has established our congregation as part of the
bedrock of the Jewish community in Rockland County. We have put down deep roots in our community, a steadfast constancy that
allows our members to form lasting and strong relationships both within our congregation and with the greater community of
neighbors and friends. At the same time, our story has been written as a moving picture. We are a community committed to
exploring change within the framework of our dynamic approach to Torah and Judaism. The OJC epitomizes this relationship
between constancy and change that seems at the core of Conservative Judaism or, at least, at the core of our practice of Judaism at
the OJC. I believe that because we embrace dynamic constancy, we will thrive in good times and challenging times and our story
will continue to be written on the coming years and decades.
Don’t tell Hara but I’ve started to think about changing to a different career.

Michael
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From the Educational Director’s Desk
This is the 154th article I have written for the OJC bulletin. People often ask me why I don’t
just recycle old articles. To be truthful, I have taken a wonderful spiritual, personal and professional
journey during my years as your Educational Director. My past articles don’t really apply today. For
this “transformation,” I thank ALL OF YOU.
On Rosh Ha’ Shanah and Yom Kippur, we take time to pause and reflect on our lives over the past year.
American Jews are lucky because on the secular New Year, we get a second chance to re-evaluate our lives.
As a teacher for almost 4 decades, I would like to share a homework assignment with you and your family for
2019 that was written by an anonymous author.
Here Is Your Homework Assignment:
1. You Will Receive a Body.
You may like it or not, but it will be yours for the entire period.
2. You Will Learn Lessons.
You are enrolled in a full-time, informal school called life. Each day in this school, you will have the opportunity to
learn lessons. You may like the lessons or think they are irrelevant and silly.
3. There Are No Mistakes, Only Lessons.
Growth is a process of trial, error and experimentation. The “failed” experiments are as much a part of the process
as the experiment that ultimately “works.”
4. A Lesson Is Repeated Until It Is Learned.
A lesson will be presented to you in various forms until you have learned it; then you go to the next lesson.
5. Learning Lessons Does Not End.
There is no part of life that does not contain its lessons. If you are alive, there are lessons to be learned.
6. “There” is No Better Than “Here.”
When your “there” has become “here,” you will simply obtain another “there” that will, again, look better than
“here.”
7. Others Are Merely Mirrors of You.
You cannot love or hate something about another person unless it reflects to you something you love or hate about
yourself.
8. What You Make of Your Life Is Up to You.
You have all the tools and resources you need; what you do with them is up to you. The choice is yours.
9. The Answers Lie Inside You.
The answers to life’s questions lie inside. All you need to do is look, listen and trust.
10. Whether You think You Can or Can’t, in Either Case, You’ll Be Right.
PLEASE THINK ABOUT IT!

The last part of your homework assignment is to stay informed about our amazing school activities on Facebook at
Families of the Orangetown Jewish Center and at our website www.theOJC.org. Mark your calendar for January 26th,
for our School-Wide Family Havdallah and Family Fun Night.
Wishing you and yours a happy, healthy 2019,

Sandy Borowsky
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Every Person Has a Torah, by Jessica Fisher, Rabbinic Intern
We often think there is a point when our formal education will end—maybe we thought we could stop taking
math when we graduated high school (I certainly did!) or perhaps we thought our study of Judaism would
end when we celebrated becoming b’nai mitzvah. But to be a Jew means a lifetime of learning and engaging
and exploring our texts and history. In November and December I had the privilege of teaching a class on the
weekly Torah portion to a group of adults. All of the participants had at least one child sitting in a classroom
in the same hallway, engaged in Torah study in the Religious School. I was so inspired by each of these
adults who were taking the time to study, discuss, and grapple with our tradition, while also modeling the
importance of lifelong learning for their children.
Though we explored a range of themes that could be found in the Torah portion each week and how we
might apply them to our lives, the overarching message we explored was our own voices—what do each of
us have to share based on our own understanding of a text or based on our own lived experience? One of the
parts of Judaism I find most meaningful is the idea that each of us has a “Torah” to teach. No matter how old
you are or when you started studying Jewish texts or traditions, everyone has something sacred to share and
it is our responsibility to teach it and to learn each other’s Torah. I loved having the chance to learn the
Torah of some of OJC’s Religious School parents and I’m looking forward to more opportunities to learn
from and with more of you in the months ahead.

The Danny Klein Community of Kindness Award
Dear OJC Family,
One of the special legacies left by the life of Danny Klein z”l, is the lesson that he taught us in the
way he performed and appreciated small acts of kindness.
Judy and David Klein have chosen to honor and perpetuate their son’s legacy by endowing an annual
stipend that will go to a teen who has exemplified this trait of kindness.
We are proud to announce that Marty Levine, son of Sharona and Gary, has been chosen as the first
annual recipient of the Danny Klein Community of Kindness Award. Marty is a junior at Suffern High
School, an active member of our youth community, and a USY Emek Division officer. Most importantly,
Marty is a compassionate young adult who spreads kindness through personal acts of selflessness and care.
The award stipend will be applied by the recipient towards Jewish educational programming, and the
recipient will be required to help create and facilitate two programs in kindness for our 6th and 7th graders.
We are blessed by the legacy Danny has left us, and by his parents’ generosity of spirit. May his
memory continue to be a blessing to them and to us all.
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OJC ONGOING LEARNING
January 2019
“The Heart of Torah” by Rabbi Shai Held
A weekly informal self-led study group
Wednesdays, January 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 at 7:30 p.m.

Text and Context
Parashat hashavua (weekly Torah portion) with Rabbi Scheff
Connect to the weekly Torah portion through a literary and contextual analysis
Thursdays, January 3, 10, 24 and 31 at 10:30 a.m.

Journey Group
Explore Mussar, Jewish self-improvement,
with The Busy Soul and Rabbi Drill as your guides
Monday, January 7 at 11:00 a.m.
.

Intermediate Hebrew
Grow your language skills with Lisa Schwartz
Tuesdays, January 8, 15, 22 and 29 at 6:30 p.m.

Darkeinu
January 10 – It’s a double mitzvah on Shabbat: Shabbat home rituals, with Rabbi Hersh
January 17 – Take the plunge: Mikvah, with Rabbi Drill
January 24 -- Dressed to pray: Tallit and Tefillin, with Rabbinic Intern Jessica Fisher
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.

Torah n’ Treats
Join us as we share a meal and explore “The Bible’s 50 Greatest Ideas!”
Wednesday, January 9 at 12:30 p.m.

Pirkei Avot @ Panera
Join Rabbi Scheff for a monthly discussion of the Ethics of Our Ancestors
Sunday, January 20 at 9:45 a.m. (Panera, Route 59 in Nanuet)
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Paid-up Membership
Dinner
This event, ably chaired by Susan Edelstein and Gail Sanders, offered delicious
catering by Rene Leon, wonderful prizes (donors are acknowledged below), and terrific
entertainment by Robert Taube—all of which contributed to a
successful and very enjoyable evening.
Donors of prizes: OJC members Sharon Aach of
You’re So Invited and BonnieBen Pilar’s Pilates
classes, the OJC Gift Shop, Big Daddy Wine and
Liquor, The Cookie Girl, Dusty Rose, Engravably
Yours, Rockland Bakery, The Things I Love,
Signature Dry Cleaners, and Visible Changes
Beauty Salon
Tu B’Shevat Seder Led by Rabbi Drill - January 21, 2019 at 6:00 PM – The New Year of the Trees
celebration involves the enjoyment of the fruits of the trees, particularly those native to the land of Israel.
Among other things, the Seder is a great way to foster ecological awareness, to appreciate the bounty that
we so often take for granted, and to develop a good and generous eye for the world around us.
Chair Yoga – Wednesdays at 9:30 AM, $10 per session – ongoing classes led by Nancy Rosa. For
further information, contact Lorraine Brown at poochluv1@optonline.net.
Purim Mishloach Manot – Sisterhood’s Largest Annual Fundraiser
Portions of the funds will be donated to the Masorti Foundation for Conservative Judaism, to the Rhoda
Bloom Food Pantry and, as always, to help fund various efforts in support of our synagogue.
We are particularly proud to support the Masorti Foundation for Conservative Judaism – a movement
based on values of inclusion combined with traditional practice and Halakha (Jewish Law). It creates
opportunities for all Jews to live Jewish lives in Israel unhindered and on their own terms.
This year we are adding a new component to the fundraiser. In addition to the tax-deductible donation of
$54 by family members, we are encouraging members who have their own business or professional
practice to participate with a sponsorship of $108. All sponsors will be listed on a separate section of the
scroll. Members are invited to participate as a member family as well as a business sponsor if that dual
circumstance applies. If you have any questions, please contact Gail Sanders
at foodgirl@verizon.net or 845-634-6643.
Finally, if any OJC member has Amazon gift cards they do not wish to redeem, we will gladly use them
towards the purchase of products to include in the Mishloach Manot bag. Last year we were pleased to
accept several donations of these cards.

Regards from the Sunshine State!

Tova Adesnik
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Men’s Club
Do you know me? Seriously. My name is Alan Pressman. I wear a multitude of hats. I am Recording Secretary for the Board
of Trustees. I am Co-President of Men’s Club. I am a father for over fourteen years to 2 incredible kids and a husband to an
amazing woman for twice as long. I’ve been a dentist for over 30 years. But most importantly, I’ve been a Jew for almost 6
decades.
My sense of my Jewishness was formed by family and by my shul community. I remember some of the members of my shul
as being just a little different from my grandparents, who immigrated from Russia. My paternal grandfather, Arnold (Aryeh),
for whom I am named, came over from Russia as an adult, but passed before I was born. My mother’s father, Ruby,
immigrated at the turn of the last century as a little boy and did not retain his accent. My family was Americanized.
I remember one of the shul regulars named Chaim Gross as a kind and gentle soul. He was a shoemaker from Germany. I
remember how at age 7 it was really quite something to see him trace my foot, take a few measurements, and pick out some
material. He would ride off on his bicycle (he wasn’t licensed to drive, nor was he allowed to have a car in Germany) and
reappear a few weeks later with a package. Inside was a perfect pair of sandals for my feet. While trying them on, I noticed
that there were some numbers on his forearm. I asked him about them and he quickly covered them up. Afterwards, my
mom gently explained to me what concentration camps were and how a group of bad people tried to wipe out an entire
people. Mom really didn’t go into detail too much. She said that Mr. Gross was the only member of his family who had
survived horror. Mom said that he was a proud man and would not take charity, so she periodically bought shoes from him
and paid him for his services. I had a very hard time trying to understand how one group could possibly hate another so
much that they would do these things.
The youngest Holocaust survivors today are in their 80s. It is estimated that their numbers are in the tens of thousands. We
are racing against time to preserve their memories, their stories and the lessons they have to teach us. We must accept the
responsibility and the honor of teaching this painful history to our children and neighbors.
The shootings in Squirrel Hill, Pennsylvania, the recent defacing of a mural in Los Angeles, a professor’s door at Columbia
University and a building in Ramapo (not to mention the prevalence of hate-filled speech on social media) should remind us
that the work of the Holocaust survivors is not done. We must do more than remember—we must teach, we must act, we
must call out hate and anything that threatens religious freedom and security.
We have an opportunity to remember with Yom HaShoah. The evening of Wednesday May 1 and May 2 marks the date in
2019. I know it is a small gesture, but once again Men’s Club will be distributing Yellow Candles. Only this time it will be
different. With each candle, you will receive the name of a child who perished during the Holocaust—a person for whom no
descendants were born to remember. On Yom HaShoah,
please light the candle, say the prayer and teach your children
about this time. Be as gentle as necessary but teach them to
remember. Please join me in lighting the candle to remember
and to spark your personal “call to action” against hate.
Stronger than Hate,

Alan

Youth of the Year Award
As in the past, the Men’s Club is sponsoring the “Youth of
the Year” award in memory of Bruce Cowen, who, for so
many, exemplified the spirit of our community. All
students entering college as freshmen in 2019 are invited
to submit an essay entitled “Community—What It Means
to Me and My Role Within It.” The winner will be
honored at the Men’s Club Regional Dinner and will
receive a prize of $1000.
Submit all essays to the OJC office or to Dr. Marty Cohen
at genesisx@optonline.net by January 15, 2019.
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Tanakh Thoughts

by Marty Cohen

We’ve discussed ancient Israel’s immediate neighbors, the Phoenicians and Aramaeans, and now we move further
eastward in Mesopotamia. In the north part of the central region, along the banks of the Tigris River, there arose the
civilization of the Assyrians. In the ancient world, they never would have qualified for the title of “Mr. Nice Guys.”
Indeed, they were known for, and even boasted of, their ferocity and cruelty.
By the 9th century BCE, the Assyrians had established themselves as the dominant Semitic power. They had
established a state resembling the military state of Sparta in Greece, which was based upon a powerful, dominating war
machine. If they contributed anything to science and technology it was only how to forge better iron weapons and how
to assemble more powerful siege engines. They conquered country after country. Their monuments, uncovered by
archaeologists, describe and show scenes of battles, sieges, destroyed cities, captured populations bound and being led
away to captivity, and the brutal execution of enemies by impalement.
In the course of their long history they had two capitals: Assur (from whence their name) and Nineveh. In the Biblical
book of Jonah, which was a lesson that even the most wicked of peoples could repent, God orders Jonah to go to
Nineveh, the capital of the wickedest people on earth. Jonah doesn’t want to go, not because he thinks he will fail in
his mission, but precisely because he is afraid he will succeed! He does not want to save the scourge of the ancient
Middle East.
In 853 BCE, the Assyrians invaded the territory of the Aramaeans. The Bible reports in the book of Kings (and this is
verified by Assyrian documents), that a coalition of twelve kings, including the Aramaeans, Israelites (led by King
Ahab of Jezebel infamy), and the Phoenicians, united and fought the Assyrians to a standstill at a location called
Qarqar.
But that was only a temporary relief. By 722 BCE all of the Aramaean and Phoenician territories had been conquered
and the Assyrians then attacked the northern kingdom of Israel and destroyed it for all time. The capital city, Samaria
(Shomron in Hebrew), was captured and sacked, and the Israelites for the most part were exiled and distributed as a
slave people throughout the Assyrian empire. This is the origin of the so-called Ten Lost Tribes of Israel. (We will
have more to say about that next month.)
The southern kingdom of Judah was the next to suffer destruction at the hands of the Assyrians. Judah had earlier
accepted the hegemony of Assyria, paying huge amounts of tribute annually, but about 701 BCE, under the reign of
Hezekiah, Judah and other states revolted. The Assyrian king, Sennacherib, sent his powerful armies to deal with the
revolt.
The Assyrian invasion was portrayed in a famous poem by Lord Byron which begins:
The Assyrian came down like a wolf on the fold,
And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold.
And the sheen of their spears was like stars on the sea,
When the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Galilee.
(continued next month)

10

Judyisms
With the start of a new (secular) year, I think most people look ahead to what they plan to accomplish in the
next 12 months. Me? I’m looking back over the previous 12 and focusing on what I failed to accomplish or
accomplished badly. Rather than fixate on those things for an inordinate amount of time, I will dispense with
them in this article and then think about them nevermore.
1. I did not deny my lifelong desire for chocolate. Denying is a negative, and I believe it is wicked to dwell
on negatives. Therefore, in the spirit of keeping things positive, I satisfied many of my urges for chocolate
during the past 12 months. So sue me.
2. I answered letters from very distant friends. In these letters, I briefly mentioned that I had relocated to
some nonexistent island where mail service is difficult if not downright impossible, and if they expected to
be able to contact me again, let alone receive an answer if they managed to do so, I would be so surprised
that I would eat a pound of chocolate kisses in their honor.
3. I told my grandchildren which of them I loved best. Many years ago, I tried that with my sons and here’s
how it worked. Neither of them has ever spoken to me again, each thinking that I loved the other best. Who
wanted to be saddled with that, especially as old age nears and one of them might have to take me in! On the
other hand, the grandchildren are still fighting over which of them will be obligated to take me in,
considering the unalterable fact that neither of my sons wishes to accept the honor. (Marty is left out of this
equation, mainly because they BOTH want him, since he has more money than I do and knows how to invest
it properly, whereas I am likely to spend all of mine on M & Ms.)
4. I decided to stop working on the Shaliach and turn it over to minds more capable than mine. As they say
in France, gornisht helfen. Yes, there are many minds at OJC more capable than mine, and I had no trouble
locating them, but as soon as I was able to corner those people, they claimed that they didn’t know what the
Shaliach was, and those who had some dim recollection of it thought it was something served at Kiddush
that didn’t taste as good as the bimah announcements or leftover Bar Mitzvah yarmulkes. People who eat
bimah announcements or yarmulkes should NOT be entrusted with real food, let alone a monthly newsletter!
I didn’t lose 50 pounds. Oh, there are people who will swear that I did, and those are being paid
handsomely (in bimah announcements and yarmulkes). But most of us know the truth, and that is that a
strong tendency to gobble chocolate will NOT result in a loss of 50 pounds. It may result in a loss of other
things (like reasonably good health, one’s marriage, nice clothes, and too many other things to mention here)
but as I’ve said before, that is a topic for another article, which probably won’t ever get written.
5.

6. I didn’t write the Great American Novel. Those who maintain that it has already been written by someone
like Nathaniel Hawthorne or Philip Roth are probably right. I do not question their judgment. I don’t even
enter into an argument with them because I hate losing.
7. I did not win any lottery. I even lost the Sisterhood raffles at the Paid-up Dinner. At least I paid my dues
and if anyone says I didn’t that person can go eat a couple of bimah announcements.
8. There is no number 8. Fooled you!
9. There is no number 9. Gotcha again!
10. I was not convicted of any crime. This is not to say that I didn’t commit a crime or two, but those
consisted in eating chocolate.
11. Once again, thus endeth a ridiculous article and not a moment too soon!

Judy Cohen
11

12

13

Orangetown Jewish Center

Saturday, January 12, 2019
Na’aseh and USY (8th-12th)
will lead the OJC Community
in Shabbat Services.

Morning Services begin at 9:00 A.M.

Please join us!!!
To volunteer to lead a part of the service or if you would like an
aliyah of any kind on Shabbat, please contact Jake Kayden,
OJC USY Religious and Education VP
at jakekayden555@gmail.com
For all other questions, please contact Sharon Rappaport
at 845-623-2990.
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BAKING WITH THE BUBBIES
(and the Zaydies, too)
WHO: Children in grades K-2,
grandparents,
& "want to be" grandparents
from our community
WHAT: Tu B'Shevat Treats
WHERE: OJC RELIGIOUS SCHOOL-Simcha Room
WHEN: Tuesday, January 22, 2019, 4:30pm
WHY: A guaranteed,fun,intergenerational good time.
Please RSVP to Sandy Borowsky at OJCSchool@gmail.com
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Keruv Committee on Special Needs
We are thrilled to share this introductory information page as part of the new OJC Keruv committee on
disabilities and special needs. Thank you to Rabbi Scheff, Rabbi Drill, and Michael Pucci for refreshing the
work that continues to inspire all of us.
Our formal committee name is to be decided at our next meeting. However, in the words of Miriam Heyman,
Program Officer at the Ruderman Family Foundation, our mission is clear: “to acknowledge that inclusion is
central to our Jewish values and critical for the strength and diversity of our religious communities. When
people with disabilities are included, they contribute to the vitality of their communities through their
membership, their leadership and all of the individual talents that they bring. From the perspective of Jewish
continuity, this is a contribution that we cannot afford to miss.”
See the person first, not the disability. According to Yvette Sangster, Founder of Advocacy Unlimited,
“People are human beings first, with hopes, dreams, goals and values. . . . As a result of our actions and
thoughts we assist the public at large to remove the barriers of discrimination that devalue individuals with
disabilities. Simultaneously, we provide an environment in which people with physical disabilities, mental
health challenges and chronic medical conditions are valued and motivated to gain hope for their future and
reach their goals.”
People with disabilities are first and foremost people who have individual abilities, interests and needs. One
out of every 5 individuals has a disability. Their contributions enrich our communities and society. . . . they
are our nation’s largest minority group.
The language a society uses to refer to persons with disabilities shapes its beliefs and ideas about them. . . .
Old, inaccurate, and inappropriate descriptors perpetuate negative stereotypes and attitudinal barriers. When
we describe people by their labels or medical diagnoses, we devalue and disrespect them. . . . Using
thoughtful terminology can foster positivite attitudes about persons with disabilities. One of the major
improvements in communicating with and about people with disabilities is “People-First Language” . . .
which emphasizes the person, not the disability. By placing the person first, the disability is no longer the
primary defining characteristic in an individual but one of several aspects of the whole person. People-First
Language is an objective way of acknowledging, communicating, and reporting on disabilities. It eliminates
generalizations and stereotypes by focusing on the person rather than the disability.
Our words and the meanings we attach to them create attitudes, drive social policies and laws, influence our
feeling and decisions, and affect people’s daily lives and more. How we use them makes a difference.
People-First Language puts the person before the disability, and describes what a person has, not who a
person is. Using a diagnosis as a defining characteristic reflects prejudice, and also robs the person of the
opportunity to define him/herself.
So there are a couple of thought-provokers to begin our work together and we hope you will join us on this
journey. We would appreciate your advice, time, talent and ideas in support of this effort. Please contact us
at Ellie Salmon @dahmommy1954@aol.com or 845-416-6968 or Diana Hess @jawonio.org or 845-5215352. We will meet a few times in January to plan for Jewish Disability Awareness Month in February and a
Shabbaton including a special guest speaker, along with a dinner and dialogue on our topic, for the weekend
of March 1-2.

“Most people see what is and never see what can be.”
--Albert Einstein
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IN MEMORY OF: REMEMBERED BY:

IN MEMORY OF

Miriam Baitler
Bruce Bass
Paul Bookman
Chaya Brocha
Herbert Bunin
Leo Dickson
Ida Dolman
Fannie Engelhardt
Rose Epstein
Regina Felberbaum
Tillie Finkelstein
Herman Fuld
Louis Fuld
Dorothy Gillman
Erna Gittelman
Jack Glick
Marion Goldberg
Laurence Goldberg
Dr. A Goldman
Erwin Greenwald
Manny Hartman
Sol Hirsch
Bernard Jaffe
Edith Judelson
Michael Khazoom
Jenny Kreisle
Charles Lehman
Rebecca Lehman
Abe Levine
Herbert Levingston
Murray Librot
Moritz Mehler
Betty Meisel
Henrietta Marcus
Elka Novick
Matilda Parnes
Carl Joseph Perlin
Sonya Raines
Wolfe Rosenblatt
Helen Schreibman
Marc Seigerman
Eva Shpiegelman
Marion Soled
Clara Stein
Deborah Steiner
Ted Stein
Jerome Stulberg
Helen Wegard
Jack Wegard
Ida Wegodsky Pasternack
Sarah Wegodsky

Arden Cohen, beloved sister of Hank Meyers
Beverly & Barry Yarkon (KF)
Gloria Brettner (RSDF)

Susan, Esta & Jenna Baitler
Steven Bass
Barton Bookman
Felicia & Sam Blachorsky
Sheila Bunin
Barbara Mosner
Roslyn Kremin
Judith Librot
Sharon & Rich Klein
Sherri & Tom Williger
Michelle Mosner
Harry Fuld
Harry Fuld
Barbara Gillman Rosen
Felicia & Sam Blachorsky
Harold Glick
Michelle Mosner
Michelle Mosner
Martha Goldman
Phyllis Greenwald
Hara Hartman & Michael Pucci
Suzanne & Jack Hirsch
Roslyn Jaffe
Sandy Borowsky
The Barnes Family
Harry Fuld
Steven Bass
Steven Bass
Bryna Schoenbart
Lisa & Arthur Kozin
Judith Librot
Frieda Seidner
Susan Levine
Sherri Williger
Marilyn & Brent Enison
Edward Fener
Judith Schreibman
Gilbert Raines
Judith Librot
Gary Schreibman
Nancy Seigerman
Nancy & Michael Steckler
Gail & Jeff Sanders
William Boehm
Stephen & Francie Steiner
Maxine & David Sebolsky
Sandra Stulberg
Marilyn & Brent Enison
Marilyn & Brent Enison
Marilyn & Brent Enison
Marilyn & Brent Enison

Lewis Arnold, beloved husband of Selma Arnold
Lorraine Spivak (RSDF)
Eileen Rogers (RSDF)
Sheila Bunin & Joe Katz (CF)
Evelyn & Donald Winikoff (MRSF)

IN HONOR OF
The birth of Matthew Fener, grandson of Ed Fener and
nephew of Carrie & Lloyd Poholsky
Sandy Borowsky & Family (RS-JBF)
Lorraine & Les Brown (RDDF)
Ellen & Jay Rifkin upon the birth of their granddaughter
Layla Juliette
Thea & Bill Goldstein (R)
Esther Schulman (R)
Lisa & Eddie Sternbach (CF)
Gail & Jeff Sanders (RDDF)
Lorraine & Les Brown (RDDF)
Maxine & Marc Skopov (R)
Carol Segal (KF)
Tova & Barry Adesnik (RSDF)
The Barnett Family (WEF)
Elaine Binder upon the birth of her great-granddaughter
Rosalie Eckstein (R)
Marie Getzler (RSDF)
Jody Sherman upon her son Ben becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Sandy Borowsky (RD-JBF)
Carmel Rosenthal upon her granddaughter Jayden
becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Lydia Katz (CF)
Rhonda & Michael Plawner (CF)
The Barnett Family (WEF)
Mimi & Steve Nemeroff (CF)
Gail & Jeff Sanders (RDDF)
Gail & Jeff Sanders upon their grandson Samuel becoming
a Bar Mitzvah
Sharona & Gary Levine (R)
Gloria Brettner (RSDF)
Rhonda & Michael Plawner upon their granddaughter
Mimi becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Sharona & Gary Levine (R)
Maxine & Marc Skopov upon their granddaughter
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becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Lorraine Spivak (RSDF)
Adele Garber upon the engagement of her granddaughter
Hailey to Ross
Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDDF)
The Barnett Family (R)
Sharon & Kenny Fried upon the engagement of their son
Evan to Emily
Lisa & Eddie Sternbach (CF)
Rena & David Levy upon the engagement of their son
Zack
Barbara & Hank Rosen (R)
Ilyssa Levi & Benjamin Cowen upon their upcoming
wedding
Robin & James Condoluci (BCMF)
Lydia Katz upon the marriage of her granddaughter
Jennifer to Lee
Judy & Jerry Marenoff (RSDF)
Carmel Rosenthal (RDDF)
Meira Renzoni upon the marriage of Shira and Ronnie
Alice Keller (CF)

Nancy & Keith Rosen (R)
Herb Roimisher upon his special birthday
Lorraine & Les Brown (RSDF)
The 2018/2019 Religious School B’nai Mitzvah Class
Beth & Lloyd Fishman (RS)
Steve Richter upon his receiving the Earnest L. Rothschild
Leadership Award
The Schiering Family (R)
Janet & Jack Miller (RS)
Tammi, Gabriel, Zeke & Micah Fox (RS)
Todah Rabah for honoring the 50+ year OJC Members
with a special Shabbat service and wonderful Kiddush!
Mazal Tov to the honorees!
Esther Schulman (R)
Roberta & Gary Klammer (KF)

R’FUA SHLEMA
Pam Horowitz
Tova & Barry Adesnik (RDDF)
Thea & Bill Goldstein (R)
Eileen Lavin
Eileen Rogers (RDDF)

Wendy & Alan Madoff upon the marriage of their daughter
Toby Bofshever
Danielle to Thomas
Suzanne & Jack Hirsch (RSDF)
Barbara & Hank Rosen (R)
Carol & Sherman Baker upon their anniversary
Cecile & Ron Hirsch (R)
Mimi & Mel Rosenstock upon their anniversary
Cecile & Ron Hirsch (R)
Madeline & Herb Roimisher upon their 50th anniversary
Esther Schulman (R)
Lorraine & Les Brown (RSDF)
Ron & Ruby Hirsch upon their anniversary
Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (RDDF)
Betsy & Donald Brenner upon their anniversary
Cecile & Ron Hirsch (R)
Deanna Boris upon her 80th birthday
Janet & Jack Miller (BSST-SLS)
Mimi & Mel Rosenstock (BSST-SLS)
The Barnett Family (WEF)
Sherman Baker upon his birthday
Cecile & Ron Hirsch (R)
Gabi & Maty Lewy (R)
Barbara Rosen upon her birthday

IN APPRECIATION
Rabbi Craig Scheff
Jill & Sam Beer (RSDF)
Selma Arnold (RSDF)
Lon & Susan Merin (RSDF)
Rabbi Paula Mack Drill
Linda & James Gerstley (RDDF)
Helene & Mitchell Levinson (RDDF)
Jill & Sam Beer (RDDF)
Lydia Katz (RDDF)
Rabbi Ami Hersh
Jill & Sam Beer (RSDF)
Brenda & Jay Lender & Family
Linda & James Gerstley (RSDF)
Diane Goldstein for a beautiful dinner for our
Golden Members
Rosalie Eckstein (KF)
Barbara & Hank Rosen (R)
Rabbi Scheff for a wonderfully successful mission
Harriett Wolf (RSDF)
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THE CHESED COMMITTEE a/k/a GOOD & WELFARE COMMITTEE
Michael Pucci, on behalf of the OJC Board of Trustees, and Madeline Roimisher & Adele Garber, on behalf of the Chesed
Committee, would like to extend their

CONDOLENCES TO:
Hank Meyers upon the loss of his sister, Arden Cohen
Carol Jacobs upon the loss of her brother, Jules M. Price
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Ed Fener upon the birth of his grandson, Michael Fener
Carrie & Lloyd Poholsky upon the birth of their nephew, Michael Fener
Ellen & Jay Rifkin upon the birth of their granddaughter, Layla Juliette
Elaine Binder upon the birth of her great-granddaughter
Melissa & Marc Cazes upon the their son Aidan becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Cortney & Craig Kuperman upon their daughter Alora becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Carmel Rosenthal upon her granddaughter Jayden becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Maxine & Marc Skopov upon their granddaughter becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Adele Garber upon the engagement of her granddaughter Hailey to Ross
Sharon & Kenny Fried upon the engagement of their son Evan to Emily
Lydia Katz upon the marriage of her granddaughter Jennifer to Lee
Steve Richter upon his receiving the Ernest L. Rothschild Leadership Award
The 50+ year OJC Member honorees
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
Ron & Ruby Hirsch Betsy & Donald Brenner
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
Deanne Boris
Sherman Baker
Eva Brunwasser
Linda Lesserson
Eileen Bookman
Linda Koppel
Maxine Skopov
Mimi Rosenstock

Rhonda & Michael Plawner

Barbara Rosen
Merydith Raywood
Leah Waitz
Barbara Levinson

Herb Roimisher
Ruth Hess
Rabbi Ami Hersh
Loni Hersh
Barbara Goldenberg Judy Marenoff

GET WELL WISHES TO:
Bess Koby
Judy Marenoff

Marilyn Klein

Joan Frank
Zeeva Greenberg
Leah Waitz
Bart Bookman
Ben Lipton
Gerald Marenoff
Sheila Bunin Barbara Rosen
Gail Moggio Alan Wertheim
Vera Boehm Thea Goldstein
Barbara Gillman Rosen

Pam Horowitz
Uri Hahn
Roz Portnoy
Murray Jacobs
Morrie Brown
Beverly Bloom
Robert Lesserson
Lita Mustacchi
Mordechai Seidner
Melvin Marks
Vinny Frankel
Barbara Levinson
Rabbi Paula Mack Drill

Robert Simpson

Laurel Ellman
Jack Hirsch
Sherman Baker
Elaine Binder
Deb Klock
Morton Bloom
Richard Lefkowitz
Lesley Lefkowitz

Kindly let us know if you have an event/occasion you will be celebrating and we’ll be most happy to print it
in our next Shaliach. Madeline Roimisher (845) 359-4846 and Adele Garber (845) 358-9121

SAVE THE DATE! OJC SPRING GALA, SUNDAY APRIL 14, 2019, 6 PM

Diamond jubilee
For information, contact Amy Feldman Tollin at ASFELDMAN36@GMAIL.COM
AN OJC FUNDRAISING EVENT

26

January Yahrzeits
1
1
1
2
2
3
3
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
7
8
8
8
8
9
10
10

Sura Andrezejko
Mickey Blumfield
Max Frank
Sylvia Bialick
Andrea Marenoff
Herman Fuchs
Joseph Rifkin
Helene Bernstein
Jesse Drogin
Florence Glass
Marie Goldberg
William S. LaVine
Rosalind Brindz
Harriet Katz
Ida Kaufman
Lena Ring
Carl Joseph Gottlieb
Joseph Jacobs
Benjamin Katz
Lori Luft
Minnie Margouliss
Pearl Perlmutter
Jacob Reich
Eva Segal
Laurie Vergnes
Max Seif
Rabbi Max Gelb
Leonard Glick
Bertha Kuttner
Dorothy Yorkes
Paul Gold
Jacob Hahn
Bessie Esther Rogers

10
10
10
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
16

Sigmund Rosenstock
Betty Wodar
Hanna Wolff
Elka Novick
Mary Obarzanek
Sprinze Salzhauer
Leona Sklaroff
Berta Goldschmidt
Rhoda Kaltman
Sheldon Rosen
Yetta Weiner
Lena Birnbaum
Lottie Luft
Samuel L. Meister
Sol Perlmutter
Theodore Eckstein
Leon Friedman
Rose Goldschein
Rita Gordon
Jacabo Jazwinsky
Eli Richter
Joseph Rubinoff
Jack Wegard
Gilda Baker
David Blum
Louis Cogan
August Gardner
Louis Katz
Minnie Kresch
Frances Pasternack
Ethel Rubinoff
Seymour Weinstein
Irving Brown

16
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
19
19
20
20
21
21
21
21
21
21
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
23
24
24
24

Ethel Goldberg
Minna Goldberg
Sidney Kaplan
Minnie Boehm
Menashe Khazoom
Norman Raines
Benjamin Evans
Ruth Furst
Sarah Jacobs
Malka Spiegel
Daniel Gilbert
Naftali Goldstein
Stephen Furst
Mildred Hitzig
Janet Kohn
Norma Marcus
Nathan Saperstein
Louis Eugene Weltman
Mildred Albert
Nettie Alevy
Lily Wesley Cedarbaum
Lillian Feinstein
Frieda Miller Hoffman
Anna Tobias
Rhoda Yassky
Claire Antebi
“Hal” Heskel Murad
Helen Salzman
Seymour Shimkowitz
Phyllis Sukoff
Mark Albert
Abraham Beem
Hattie Browner

24
24
24
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
26
26
27
27
27
28
28
28
28
28
28
29
29
29
30
30
30
30
30
31
31
31

Minnie Feltenstein
Ruth Kremin
Lena Scharf
Ita-Sarah Chaplin
Reuben Esner
Celia Gonet
Beatrice Kagan
Bertha Klein
Otto Lohkemper
Louis Pasternack
Rafael Gonzalez
Mae Margolin
Neil Feuer
Steven Kissler
Sophie Schept
Manon Brady
Ida Katz
Warren Kayden
Dr. Frank Lawrence
Betty Levine
Sarah Maleh Sutton
Nathan Brownstein
Jacob Farkas
Jack Telmer
Roslyn Gittelman
Elenore Hazan
Mordechai Rosentzweig
Ruth Schultz
Hermann Spiegel
Rose Hirsch
Sarah Neuren
Bernice Varon

For cemetery information, call
Gregg Brunwasser (973) 291-4234 or
Jeffry Steinberg (201) 392-8604.
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