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Elementary:

1) What were the names of the two architects who built
the Mishkan? What shevet was each one from?

2) The 39 Melachot that are forbidden to do on
Shabbat are learned from this week's parasha.

How many of them can you list?

3) On what Hebrew date was the Mishkan completed?
4) What did the cloud over the Mishkan symbolize?

5) What do we read about in Parshat HaChodesh?

Middle/High School:

1) According to Rashi (35:2) why is the prohibition
against doing work on Shabbat written prior to the
instruction for building the Mishkan?

2) According to Rashi (35:27) why is the word

"DNRANI" written without the letter YUD?

3) According to Rashi (38:8) why did not Moshe not
want to accept the mirrors the women donated to
build the Kiyor and why did Hashem tell him to accept
them?

4) According to Rashi (38:21) why is the word 1Dwn
stated twice in the pasuk?

5) According to Rashi (38:21) why is the Mishkan called
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VaYakhel-Pikudei / HaChodesh
3.21.20 - "H{79-70j7

What would you do?

Discussion starter for your Shabbat table..

Who do you know who might
be feeling alone that can you
reach out to and give chizuk?

Did ¥ou Know?

The Talmud (Shabbat 49b) derives the 39 categories of forbidden
Melacha on Shabbat from the fact that the Torah juxtaposes the
commandment to cease work on Shabbat in Parshat Vayakhel,
with its detailed instructions on how to build the Mishkan. This
teaches us which activities constitute Melacha: any creative act
that was part of the Mishkan's construction represents a category of
work forbidden on Shabbat. These categories are forbidden by the
Torah.

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch says the common denominator is
that all 39 are expressions of human creativity. All 39 melachot
(acts of work) - whether it be harvesting, baking, cooking,
carrying or lighting a fire - are about imposing human will on the
world to achieve creative and constructive objectives. Rabbi
Hirsch explains that God gave us powers of creativity to exercise
freely. This we do during the week. But on Shabbos, we "give
back" these powers to God. We acknowledge the Divine source of
our creativity. We acknowledge the One who created us, who
gave us these creative powers, as the ultimate Creator. Shabbos,
then, becomes about a different kind of creativity. Shabbos
teaches that creativity is not just about tangible things. We do
the work of becoming better people. During the week, we are
involved in creativity which has a tangible, measurable impact
on the world. On Shabbos, the focus switches. We transfer our
creative energies into creating ourselves. (Chabad.org)
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