
MESSAGE FROM RABBI WEINBERG 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

I know I will truly miss the “Kol Torah,” the great sounds of Torah learning, that normally 

emanate from all corners of KMS day and night over the course of Shavuot.  I will miss the 

inspiring array shiurim and divrei torah.  However, I know that many of you will 

experience some wonderful learning at home this year.   

 

There are three important learning opportunities I want to bring to your attention: 

1) It is my pleasure to present you with this amazing book of Divrei Torah from KMS members in honor of 
Shavuot. What a special treat to be able to learn from each other even in the confines of our homes. Thank 
you to all those who participated by writing articles and a special thank you to Jeremy Brown and Elisheva 
Cohen for making the necessary arrangements.  Enjoy! 

 

2) Also, if you wish to use some interesting DIY (Do It Yourself) type “guided” shiurim sheets to study over 
the chag in lieu of hearing someone teach a shiur, please feel free to browse this fantastic list of resources 
below (also available on our website www.kmsynagogue.org) and print some out. 

 

3) Lastly, it is important to me even in this time of social distancing for us to feel connected through our Torah 
learning.  While we each should and will engage in the Torah learning that we love as individuals, I wanted 
us all to accept upon ourselves to learn one text in common sometime over the course of the holiday 
(Suggested times: 1) The first night after candle lighting (8:07pm) you have about one hour until you can 
daven Ma’ariv and have your meal (9:13pm). This is a great slot to start the chag with some learning and 
connect “virtually” with the rest of the KMS members. 2) During your yom tov meals).    I have included this 
one source on the adjacent page.  I invite you to study it alone or with others in your household and begin a 
conversation about how the experiences of Har Sinai continue to affect us and our Torah study today. 

 

May we all merit growth in Torah study and closeness to Hashem and refuah for all those who need it. I wish you 

all a chag sameach! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Rabbi Brahm Weinberg 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kmsynagogue.org/


I - COMING TOGETHER AS ONE IN LEARNING 

HERE IS ONE SOURCE I HOPE WE WILL ALL LEARN OVER CHAG: 

 

In Moshe’s retelling of the story of Matan Torah in Sefer Devarim he focuses repeatedly on one piece of the 

experience:  Hashem’s voice which conveyed the first of the dibrot: 

 

Devarim 5: 

ָבִרים ָהֵאֶלה ִדֶבר ה -ֶאת  יח ֶכם -ָכל-ֶאלַהדְּ ַהלְּ קְּ
ָהֲעָרֶפל דֹול, ְולֹא --ָבָהר, ִמּתֹוְך ָהֵאׁש ֶהָעָנן וְּ קֹול גָּ

ף ֵבם, ַעליָּסָּ ּתְּ ֵנם, ֵאָלי.-; ַוִיכְּ ֵני ֻלֹחת ֲאָבִנים, ַוִיּתְּ  ׁשְּ

18 These words the LORD spoke unto all your assembly in the mount out 
of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great 
voice, “v’lo yasaf”. And He wrote them upon two tables of stone, and gave 
them unto me. 

ִהי,  יט ֲעֶכם ֶאת ַויְּ ָׁשמְּ ִמּתֹוְך ַהֹחֶׁשְך,  ַהּקֹול-כְּ
בּון ֵאַלי, ָכל רְּ ָהָהר, ֹבֵער ָבֵאׁש; ַוִּתקְּ ָראֵׁשי -וְּ

ֵניֶכם. ִזקְּ ֵטיֶכם וְּ  ִׁשבְּ

19 And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of the midst of the 
darkness, while the mountain did burn with fire, that ye came near unto me, 
even all the heads of your tribes, and your elders; 

ָאנּו ה ֱאֹלּק  כ רּו, ֵהן ֶהרְּ ֶאת-ינּו ֶאת-ַוּתֹאמְּ ֹבדֹו וְּ -כְּ
לֹו, גָ  ֶאתדְּ נּו-וְּ , ִמּתֹוְך ָהֵאׁש; ַהיֹום ַהֶזה ֹקלֹו ָׁשַמעְּ

ַדֵבר-ָרִאינּו, ִכי  ָהָאָדם ָוָחי.-ים ֶאת-ֱאֹלּק יְּ

20 and ye said: 'Behold, the LORD our God hath shown us His glory and 
His greatness, and we have heard His voice out of the midst of the fire; we 
have seen this day that God doth speak with man, and he liveth. 

ֹדָלה   כא ֵלנּו, ָהֵאׁש ַהגְּ ַעָּתה, ָלָמה ָנמּות, ִכי תֹאכְּ וְּ
נּו, -ַהזֹאת; ִאם ִפים ֲאַנחְּ ֹמַע ֶאתֹיסְּ ה קֹול -ִלׁשְּ
נּו.--ֱאֹלּקינּו עֹוד  ָוָמתְּ

21 Now therefore why should we die? for this great fire will consume us; if 
we hear the voice of the LORD our God any more, then we shall die. 

ַחִיים  ים-ָׁשַמע קֹול ֱאֹלּקָבָשר ֲאֶׁשר -ִכי ִמי ָכל  כב
ַדֵבר ִמּתֹוְך  ַוֶיִחי.--ָהֵאׁש, ָכֹמנּו-מְּ

22 For who is there of all flesh, that hath heard the voice of the living God 
speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived? 

 

Question: In the first pasuk of this section, Moshe characterizes the voice of Hashem that Bnai Yisrael heard as “kol 

gadol v’lo yasaf.” What does that mean? 

 

• Answer 1: Targum Onkelus says that means: 
 a great voice that never ends (an occurrence that never ceased) ,ָקל ַרב ְוָלא ְפַסק

• Answer 2: Ibn Ezra says that means: 
 a great voice that never continued (a one time occurrence) ,כי זה היה פעם אחת

 

Discussion: These two commentators seem to be taking opposite approaches in defining the voice of Hashem at 

Sinai.  Are they really advocating opposite positions?  What are the implications of their positions for our Torah 

learning today?  Can you think of some other interpretation of the pasuk that perhaps harmonizes these two 

approaches? 

 

 

 

 



II - OTHER RESOURCES FOR LEARNING 

 

1) DIY Guided Shiur Source Sheets: 
These are sheets with sources that have questions and guiding thoughts to take you through the materials much as 

an instructor would in the course of a live shiur: 

 

Dr. Erica Brown: 

Erica was gracious enough to prepare a wonderful guided shiur for us to study this Shavuot called “That’s 

What Friends Are For” on the topic of “friendship”: 

• https://www.dropbox.com/s/xfpkxlb7vdufhn2/Erica%20Brown%20That%27s%20What
%20Friends%20Are%20For%20.pdf?dl=0 

Tzurba Merabanan: 

Two source books produced by World Mizrahi about Corona-era halachic questions. 

• https://mizrachi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Pandemics-in-Halacha-and-Hashkafa-
Part-1.pdf 

• https://mizrachi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/The-Lax-Family-Special-Edition-
Coronavirus-shiur-II.pdf 

Eretz Hemdah: 

A full series of shiurim on Hilchot Shabbat in this DIY format 

• http://www.eretzhemdah.org/content.asp?PageId=3101&lang=en 
YU Torah: 

Some editions of YU Torah-To-Go over the years have featured self-study booklets (here are some): 

• https://www.dropbox.com/s/voefypxbkeoyglm/Shavuot_To-Go_-
_5778_Rabbi_Flug.pdf?dl=0 

• https://www.dropbox.com/s/31twi95s5leelpx/Shavuot_To-Go_-
_5780_Study_Guide_1.pdf?dl=0 

• https://www.dropbox.com/sh/p7sesezur94pyda/AABJNvOrNmaYD1DTwgmgSbFUa?dl=0 
Orthodox Union: 

OU rabbis and staff have put together Shavuot study guides on various topics: 

• https://www.ou.org/community/files/2020/05/Final-OU-Shavuot-Study-Guide-
2020_5780.pdf 
 

2) Some of My Shavuot Source Sheets From Shiurim in KMS in Years Past (Not Guided): 
Divine Truth and Giving of the Torah: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/10oia2qnp0b7g8d/shavuot%202016%20tikun%20shiur%20on%2

0divine%20truth.pdf?dl=0 

The Endurance of Torah:  Lessons from the Beit Midrash of R Yochanan Ben Zakai: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ccik53nno5mfhoi/KMS%20Shavuot%205779%20Tikun%20R%20E

liezer%20and%20Yehoshua.pdf?dl=0 

The Optimism of Rabbi Akiva: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xfpkxlb7vdufhn2/Erica%20Brown%20That%27s%20What%20Friends%20Are%20For%20.pdf?dl=0
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/31twi95s5leelpx/Shavuot_To-Go_-_5780_Study_Guide_1.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/p7sesezur94pyda/AABJNvOrNmaYD1DTwgmgSbFUa?dl=0
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/3chk376zvnlhpjj/The%20Optimism%20of%20Rabbi%20Akiva%20Sour

ce%20Sheet.pdf?dl=0 

 

3) Source Sheets on Various Shavuot Topics (Not Guided): 
Orthodox Union: 

A series of shiurim by many wonderful speakers from around the world put together for this COVID year 

when people will be learning at home: 

https://www.ou.org/sinai/ 

4) Great websites with Shavuot articles that you can print: 
• https://tanach.org/shav.htm 
• https://www.biu.ac.il/JH/Parasha/eng/shavuot/shavuot.shtml 
• https://www.yutorah.org/togo/shavuot/ 
• http://www.rza.org/hamizrachiyy5780 
• https://www.etzion.org.il/he/%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%90%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%A

9%D7%91%D7%95%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%AA 
• http://nleresources.com/kiruv-and-chinuch/online-resources/shavuot-resources/ 

 

5) Youth Materials: 
 

Yeshiva University 
Shavuot To Go Articles 

https://www.yutorah.org/togo/shavuot/  

Yeshiva University 
Shabbat Table Shiurim 

https://www.yutorah.org/shabbattable/  

NCSY Shavuot Shiurim https://s3.amazonaws.com/ncsy-
education/Rus%20Change%20cover_merged%20(1).pdf 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ncsy-education/Shavuos%202014.pdf 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ncsy-education/Evolution-of-Jewish-Thought-
Pt-1.pdf 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ncsy-education/Evolution-Pt-21.pdf 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ncsy-education/Shavuot-Why.pdf 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ncsy-education/Rabbi%20Akiva%20-
%20A%20Case%20Study%20in%20Greatness.pdf 

Rabbi David Fohrman 
on Megillat Ruth 

https://www.alephbeta.org/guides/book-of-ruth-bible-study-guide 

Ner L’Elef http://nleresources.com/kiruv-and-chinuch/nle-gemara/#.XsfuwmhKjIU 
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