
1) "These are the offspring of Yaakov: Yosef...." Give 3
reasons why Yosef is considered Yaakov’s main
offspring. 
2) About which brothers did Yosef bring a bad report to
his father (37:2)? 
3) What positive lesson does Rashi (37:4) derive from
the words "ם ֹֽ ל רֹ֥ו ְלׁשָ ּבְ ֹ֥א יְָכ֖לוּ ּדַ  ?"ְול
4) What was in the pit into which Yosef was thrown? 
5) Who took Yosef out of the pit (37:28)? 
6) What made Reuven, more than any of the other
brothers, want to save Yosef? 
7) For how long did Yaakov mourn Yosef? 
8) In this parsha, who was the opposite of his name "in
Hashem's eyes"? Who else in Breishit was the opposite
of his name in Hashem's eyes? 
9) How did Potiphar "see" that G-d was with Yosef?
10) Whose dream did Yosef interpret to mean that he
would soon be released from prison?
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Did You Know?

Kohelet 9:17

ָמִעים  ַנַחת ִנׁשְ ְבֵרי ֲחָכִמים ּבְ  ּדִ
 

 Words spoken softly by wise men
 are heeded sooner

(Answers on the back)

When To Light The Chanukah Candles 
The Chanukah lights are to be lit immediately upon the
appearance of the stars. If one has not however done so, he
may still perform the mitzvah through the remainder of the night
as long as the members of his household are still awake, or if
there is significant traffic in the streets. If he is unable to light
the Chanukah lights till an exceedingly late hour, when all are
asleep, and ‘pirsum hanes’ could no longer be accomplished
indoors or outdoors, he kindles the lights without a brachah. 

The lights should burn at least half an hour after the stars
appear in the sky. At the time of lighting, there should therefore
be sufficient oil in the menorah, or the candles should be
sufficiently large, to maintain a flame for the prescribed period
of time. Those who kindle the lights at sunset are required to
pour sufficient oil into the menorah, or use similarly large
candles, for burning a minimum of 50 minutes, so that the lights
might burn for the prescribed half hour period after the
appearance of the stars.

Erev Shabbat the Chanukah lights are lit first, and subsequently
the Shabbat lights. One is required to pour adequate oil into
the menorah for burning half an hour after the appearance of
the stars, which, by most standards, is an hour and a half after
the actual lighting. So, in order to satisfy that length of time, if
using candles – the big Shabbat candles should be used
instead of the little colored ones. If you light with oil, make sure
to have enough to last over an hour and a half. After Shabbat,
at home, ‘Havdalah’ is first recited over wine and then the
Chanukah lights are lit. (ou.org)
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Kislev 26 (Aish.com)
 

In 1763, the Touro Synagogue was dedicated in
Newport, Rhode Island. It is the oldest existing

synagogue in the United States, founded by
Spanish Portuguese families who came from
Curacao, in the West Indies. The magnificent

synagogue is built of brick imported from
England, and stands at an acute angle to the

street -- so that the Holy Ark faces toward
Jerusalem. The synagogue is named after

Abraham Touro, who left money in his will for the
ongoing care of the synagogue. George

Washington had issued a famous letter to the
congregation promising religious freedom, and in

1982 the United States Postal Service issued a
stamp featuring Touro Synagogue, to coincide

with the 250th anniversary of Washington's birth.

Maoz Tzur (ou.org)
 

The content of Maoz Tzur charts our voyage through the long and
often bitter exile throughout the centuries. In it, we also pray to

Hashem to return us to His house, the Beit Hamikdash, where we will
one day soon renew the Temple service once again, light the Menorah,

and witness the return of G-d’s greatness and splendor to the entire
world. Each paragraph deals with a different Jewish experience in the

Diaspora. After the opening praises to G-d, the second stanza “Raot
Sava Nafshi” is about our stay in Egypt for 210 years which culminated

in our Exodus, while Pharaoh and his army drowned in the Yam Suf-
Red Sea. “Dvir Kadsho” tells of the Babylonian exile where we stayed

for 70 years until returning to Jerusalem, led by the great Ezra the
Scribe. “Krot Komat” refers to our frightening encounter with

Achashverosh and Haman in Persia which left Haman and his children
(Rov Banav) dangling from a tree. “Yevanim Nikkbetzu” addresses our

current holiday of Chanukah. It is about our battle with the Greeks
and their tempting culture, which ended with the military victory by
the Maccabees as well as the miracle of the oil in the Temple. Finally,
“Chasof Zroa” calls upon Hashem to finally shlep us out of our current

exile, Galut Edom, which has lasted for over 2000 years, and bring
comfort to the people of Israel through the rebuilding of Jerusalem.

1) Rashi 37:2 - (a) Yosef was the son of Rachel, Yaakov’s primary wife.
(b) Yosef looked like Yaakov. (c) All that befell Yaakov befell Yosef. 
2) Rashi says Yosef spoke about the sons of Leah. Ibn Ezra says he
spoke about the sons of the maidservants. Radak says he spoke
about all the other brothers. 
3) At least the brothers didn't act phony, talking to him in a friendly
way but hating him in their hearts. 
4) Rashi 37:24 - The pit had snakes and scorpions in it. 
5) Rashi - The brothers vs. Chizkuni - The Midyanim. 
Rashi (BaMidbar 31:6) says that this is why Pinchas, a descendent of
Yosef, went to fight the Midyanim and avenge them for their part in
the selling of Yosef. 
6) Chizkuni 37:21 - Since the firstborn had been given over from
Reuven to Yosef, Reuven was scared that Yaakov would suspect him
of trying to avenge and harm Yosef. He therefore wanted to save
Yosef. 
7) Rashi 37:34 - For 22 years until he saw Yosef again in Mitzrayim.
This corresponds to the 22 years Yaakov was away from his parents
and could not fulfill Kibbud Av V'Em. 
evil in the eyes of" ,רע the son of Yehuda, is described as ,ער (8
Hashem" (38:7). Also, נח found חן, "favor in the eyes of Hashem"
(6:8). 
9) Rashi 39:3 - Yosef mentioned Hashem’s name frequently in his
speech. 
10) The butler. But Yosef interpreted the baker's dream to mean
that he would be put to death.

Ketonet Pasim - כתנת פסים 
(The Living Torah)

 

The word passim can be translated as
'colorful' (Radak; Septuagint),

embroidered (Ibn Ezra; Bachya; Ramban
on Exodus 28:2), striped (Ibn Janach;
Radak, Sherashim), or with pictures

(Targum Yonathan). It can also denote a
long garment, coming down to the palms
of the hands (Rashbam; Ibn Ezra; Baaley
Tosafoth; Bereshith Rabbah 84), and the
feet (Lekach Tov). Alternatively, the word

denotes the material out of which the
coat was made, which was fine wool

(Rashi) or silk (Ibn Janach).


