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Shabbat Shuva

Parasha
Quiz
Elementary:

1) How old was Moshe Rabbeinu when he died?

2) What is the mitzvah of Hakhel and when does

What would you do?
Discussion starter for your Shabbat table..

Your friend is hesitant to try out for
the team because they are afraid
they will not make it. What words of
Chizuk could you say to them to
encourage them to go for it?

it take place?

3) Where was the Sefer Torah that Moshe wrote
kept?

4) This parasha contains the final mitzvah in the
Torah. What is it?

5) Why is this Shabbat called Shabbat Shuva?

Middle/High School:

1) Moshe blesses Yehoshua with the words

"Chazak V'Amatz." In which Tefilla recited at

this time of year do we say those same words?
2) What is the concept of Hester Panim?

3) What do we learn from the words "לא תשכח
( "מפי זרעוRashi 31:21)?

4) How does Rashi derive the idea that a

student should be as dear to the teacher as
himself (31:29)?

Did You Know?
Vayelech is the only parasha that can
be read in its entirety twice in one
year. This can happen if parashat
Nitzavim and parashat Vayelech are
read on separate weeks, in which
case Vayelech is read after Rosh
Hashana. Then in the following year,
if the parshiyot are read together,
Vayelech is read before the Rosh
Hashana
- i.e. twice in one year.

Rabbi Berel Wein
The title word of the parsha (Vayelech - Moshe went) is itself interesting and yet
puzzlesome. Where is Moshe going? If it is to speak to the Jewish people, he always did
so from the confines of the camp of holiness surrounding the mishkan/tabernacle.
The Midrash provides us insight into the word Vayelech - he went. It states that Moshe
now went from tribe to tribe, from tent to tent of the families of Israel to take leave of
them. He showed them that his love for them knew no bounds and that even though he
ruled over them with a strong hand and an uncompromising demeanor, everything that
he did in his forty-year stewardship of Israel was done with Divine blessing and
enormous care and love. To confirm all of this in the minds of the Jews, he now visited
them all he went to them to say goodbye and as we will read in a few short weeks, to
bless them and strengthen them.
Even on the last day of his life, the welfare of the Jewish people is Moshes main concern
and preoccupation. Is there any wonder therefore, that there arose none like Moshe in
all of human history? Moshe is the paradigm of leadership, of selfless concern and wise
guidance for an often contentious and fractious society. Moshe went in this weeks
parsha but his influence and teachings remain with Israel and in fact all of humanity on
a continuing and eternal basis.

