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How do you open it? How 
does the rain water get into 
it? What is that pipe for? The 

KMS children were brimming over 
with questions for Rabbi Weinberg, as 
they gathered at the Cheryl Stern Com-
munity Kelim Mikvah on a beautiful 
morning in September. The Rabbi had 
lots of questions for the kids too: What 
does it mean to tovel? Why do you think 
we tovel new cups and spoons before we 
use them for eating and drinking? How 
can we make sure the water touches ev-
ery part of the spoon, if we are holding 
it with our hands in the water? What 
does it mean to be holy?

As their parents looked on, the chil-

dren and the Rabbi discussed everything 
from “how it works” to the meaning of 
the mitzvah. Then each child received a 
new ice cream spoon and, with the help 
of the Rabbi and a handy basket, said 
the brachah and immersed it. We also 
toveled a bunch of new ice cream scoops 
and pie servers for the shul.

Then everyone headed over to the new 
playground to enjoy the swings, merry-
go-rounds, climbing structures and of 
course chocolate and vanilla ice cream 
with our newly-toveled spoons. KMS 
children of all ages played together like 
one big family, while their parents got to 
schmooze and meet new people. What a 
happy and delicious morning!

JobAssist: Fall 
2017 Update
by David Marwick and Max Rudmann

The unemployment rate is practi-
cally down to 4 percent. Why are 
you still in business?”

The national unemployment rate has 
indeed declined, so we’re not surprised 
to continue hearing this question.

The answer: even when the overall rate 
is low by historical standards, there are 
always people who need jobs. They are 
in that position because they just gradu-
ated, they are returning to the labor force 
after raising a family, or they lost their 
jobs through no fault of their own.

And, after more than a dozen years, 
Job Assist.org is still helping our neigh-
bors in Kemp Mill and beyond to find 
jobs.

How we Help
One-on-one coaching is now the 

primary focus of our efforts. We help 
job seekers to:

• Network with people in their 
fields

• Fine-tune their résumés
• Spruce up their LinkedIn pro-

files
• Improve their interviewing skills

We also conduct our own workshops 
on job search skills: back in August, we 
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From the rabbi

Sukkot and Chanukah:
The Strange Bedfellows of the Jewish Calendar
by Rabbi Brahm Weinberg

continued on page 10

At first glance, Sukkot and Chanukah 
could not be more different from 
one another. Sukkot is in the fall and 

Chanukah is in the winter. Sukkot is a biblical 
holiday and Chanukah is a rabbinic holiday. 
Sukkot is a celebration of a miracle in which 
God protected the Jewish people from the 

elements of nature, and Chanukah is a celebration of a miracle 
in which God protected them from human threat. Sukkot is 
celebrated outside of the home in a Sukka, and Chanukah 
is celebrated specifically in the doorway of the home. The 
differences abound. Ostensibly, the only similarity between 
the holidays is that each one is celebrated for eight days, and 
even that is not exactly accurate: Sukkot is seven days, with 
a different holiday of Shmini Atzeret appended to the end 
making it eight days, as opposed to Chanukah which is eight 
days in and of itself. 

Nonetheless, upon deeper investigation into the halachic 
literature, many points of interesting comparison come to 
light. Six of the many subtle connections alluded to in the 
Torah, Mishna and Gemara are outlined below.

First ConneCtion:
The Gemara records a debate between Beit Shammai and 

Beit Hillel about the appropriate way to light Chanukah 
candles in commemoration of the miracle of the oil which 
lasted for eight days. 

תלמוד בבלי מסכת שבת דף כא עמוד ב
בית שמאי אומרים: יום ראשון מדליק שמנה, מכאן ואילך 
 פוחת והולך; ובית הלל אומרים: יום ראשון מדליק אחת, 

  מכאן ואילך מוסיף והולך.
Beit Shammai say: On the first day we light eight and then 
each day we diminish. And Beit Hillel say: On the first 
day we light one and add another each day.

The later sages of the Gemara put forth suggestions as to 
the underpinnings of each approach.

תלמוד בבלי מסכת שבת דף כא עמוד ב
אמר עולא: פליגי בה תרי אמוראי במערבא, רבי 

יוסי בר אבין ורבי יוסי בר זבידא, חד אמר: טעמא 
דבית שמאי - כנגד ימים הנכנסין, וטעמא דבית הלל 
- כנגד ימים היוצאין. וחד אמר: טעמא דבית שמאי 
- כנגד פרי החג, וטעמא דבית הלל - דמעלין בקדש 

ואין מורידין.

Ula said: Two Palestinian Amoraim disagreed about 
this- R. Yosi bar Avin and R. Yosi bar Zvida. One said: The 
reason of Beit Shammai is that [the lights of the Chanukah 
are] corresponding to the days that are to come and the 
reason of Beit Hillel is that [the lights of the Chanukia 
are] corresponding to the days gone by. The other says: 
The reason of Beit Shammai is that [the lights of the 
Chanukia are] corresponding to the bulls of Sukkot and 
the reason of Beit Hillel is because we go up in holiness 
and do not decline.

According to the first Amora, the rationales of Beit Sham-
mai and Beit Hillel are rooted in their understanding of our 
celebration: Beit Shammai would say that each day we are 
celebrating the potential which the oil still had to burn and 
Beit Hillel would say that we are celebrating the potential it 
actualized, namely, the days it already burned for. According 
to the second Amora their argument is rooted in external 
principles: Beit Hillel believes we don’t reduce in holy matters 
and Beit Shammai believes that we pattern the lighting of the 
Chanukah candles after the bulls of Sukkot diminishing by 
one each day.1 

At first glance, it seems completely indiscriminate of Beit 
Shammai to associate the Chanukah candles with the bulls of 
Sukkot. Why pattern the lighting of candles after sacrifices, 
why look to sacrifices whose numbers don’t align at all to 
the number of candles we light, why look to Sukkot to define 
Chanukah at all? Evidently, Beit Shammai understood that 
despite the superficial incongruity, an enigmatic connection 
between Sukkot and Chanukah exists, which prompted the 
sages to look to Sukkot as a model of how to shape the lighting 
of the candles and the celebration of the holiday of Chanukah.

seCond and tHird ConneCtions:
Rabbi Elazar of Worms, the great Medieval Ashkenazic 

Talmudist and leader,2 in his halachic work called Sefer Ha-
Rokeach, points to an allusion within the Torah itself for the 
connection of Sukkot and Chanukah and also to two overlap-
ping qualities that the holidays share with one another:

ספר הרוקח הלכות חנוכה סימן רכה
 בפרשת אמור אל הכהנים התחיל שבת ורגלים פסח עצרת ראש

השנה ויום הכפורים סכות. וידבר משה את מועדי ה' אל בני
ישראל וסמיך ליה ויקחו אליך שמן זית זך כתית למאור רמז 

לחנוכה שמן זית זך מן המובחר ואמר להעלות נר יערך את הנרות 
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The Chesed Committee:
Providing Meals, and Comfort
by Barbara Trainin Blank

The Chesed Committee of KMS is a well-oiled 
machine with a lot of moving parts.
Its volunteers provide shiva meals for the be-

reaved, either setting up a catered meal from Shalom’s or 
coordinating home-cooked meals. They provide home-
cooked meals for new mothers for two weeks and for 
those experiencing illness, they organize chesed events, 
such as food, clothing, and blood drives. In addition, 
the committee sponsors the Gordon Lederman Chesed 
Weekend. 

Jen Singer took over as committee chair about a year 
ago, after apprenticing under Marti Herskowitz. “I ad-
mired her dedication for so many years,” Jen says. “Marti 
taught me everything I know.” She goes on to say that 
she’s also fortunate to have enjoyed the input and en-

couragement of Richard Dine and Fran Kritz.
The Chesed Committee is small but hard-working: 

• B ereavement / i l lnes s  supp or t :  Jen  S inger, 
Jill Goldwater, Leah Rogal, Davida Yitzhaky

• Baby Meals: Miriam Stein
• Chesed events: Miriam Friedman

While building on the past, the committee has made a few 
innovations, such as opening the home-cooked meal program 
to the entire community. “It wasn’t just friends bringing meals 
to friends,” Jen says. “Anyone can bring a meal.” Another in-
novation is a new Teen Chesed Group, overseen by Aviva Janus. 
Participants meet twice a month and make portions of the 
meals, such as a soup or dessert.

The Chesed Committee is very busy: with shivas, sadly, tak-

continued on page 7
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From the President

Eight Crazy Chanukah Nights
and a Light at the End of the Tunnel
by Alec Stone

Hard to believe it’s been a year! In 
that time, a lifetime of experiences 
crammed into twelve months—

with a tremendous amount of joy, and too 
often sorrow at the loss of friends and mem-
bers. Still, it has been an incredible honor 
to serve as the latest president in a long line 

of dedicated people for whom I now have even more respect, 
because of their service to KMS.

As I review this chapter in my volunteer career, I marvel at 
the commitment of the people with whom I served. The Ex-
ecutive Committee and the entire Board of Directors—these 
people give of their precious time and have great expertise 
in many areas, including economics, management, law, en-
gineering, architecture, real estate, history, and medicine. 
Accomplished, educated, and interested, they all lent their 
skills to enhance our shul. From updating the lighting fixtures 
and modernizing the lobby to evaluating the HVAC system 
and making the building’s electrical circuits more efficient 
and economical, the directors’ leadership has changed the 
footprint of our campus.

This year saw increased and extraordinary programming, 
beginning with the popular Rosh Chodesh learning and festive 
events. There were also several community lectures, a number 
of Shabbat and holiday lunches, and the always outstanding 
Scholar-in-Residence series. Our weekly classes draw exciting 
teachers and equally inquisitive students. Let’s not forget our 
robust youth activities, with strong NCSY and B’nai Akiva 
programs. KMS now even has a Youth Board leadership track 
for teenagers. This group is taught to develop and manage its 
own programs and activities. Future KMS board members 
in the making! Most nights KMS has several educational op-
portunities for the curious to explore.

But a shul is rooted in Torah and tefilla, and we are blessed to 
have a strong spiritual leader who connects with the congrega-
tion. On several occasions this year, Rabbi Weinberg provided 
drashot to a packed crowd, weaving in references from halacha 

and the Bible to history and pop culture. People were liter-
ally on the edge of their seats taking in his words, thoughtful, 
poignant, and relevant. Everyone left with a renewed sense of 
meaning and rejuvenation. These Divrei Torah reminded us 
who we are and why we choose to belong to KMS.

Similarly, if an army marches on its stomach, then a synagogue 
is known for its tefilla. Our gabbaim are outstanding, as they 
coordinate multiple minyanim and holiday services, and oversee 
the many smachot we celebrate. From Tu B’Shvat through the 
Yamim Nora’im, our ba’alei tefilla enriched our services.

As I reflect on my time in office, I could equate the Chanukah 
lights with my year as president. Nervously, I lit the first candle, 
unsure of how to proceed and what the future might entail. By 
the fourth night, I was comfortable with the brachot and the 
warm glow in the front window for all to see. As the seventh 
night approached, I reminisced about how quickly the time 
has passed and how I could have improved my style. But as 
the last candle flickers out, melting into the menorah’s base, I 
only remember the beauty of it all; the deeper meaning of the 
holiday and how it has had a greater impact on me than I on it. 

Many miracles are attributed to Chanukah. Surviving the 
Hellenistic period. Reclaiming the Beit Hamikdash. The oil 
lasting for eight days. Perhaps the greatest miracle, though, 
was the strength of community, and how the Maccabean era 
is still commemorated today, globally, connecting all Jews and 
reminding us of our purpose. 

KMS is like a menorah, shining bright for all to see. Bold 
and beautiful, basking in the light of the flames, dancing in 
the oil, and resonating in some special way for all. There is so 
much that the shul offers so many of us. We all give so much, 
but we receive even more. 

I continue to be humbled by our community and by the 
opportunity to serve on the Board in some small capacity. 
It will forever be a time I recall with the greatest affection. 
Thank you for allowing me this opportunity. It was a pleasure 
and an honor.

Chanukah Sameach!
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Bringing Peace of Mind to IDF Veterans
by Alon Weltman, Director, Peace of Mind Program

[During the Yamim Noraim this year, KMS members collectively 
committed $60,0000 to support the Peace of Mind Program 
(POM) for Recently Released IDF Combat Soldiers, to sponsor 
a unit of combat veterans in this program. As POM begins the 
process of recruiting the team of veterans for the therapeutic 
program, we hope to share information about the program with 
the KMS membership. The KMS Israel Committee hopes that 
every KMS member will feel connected to the Peace of Mind 
Program and we anticipate hosting the veterans in our com-
munity November 4-11, 2018.

—Ina Lerman           ]

The Peace of Mind (POM) program was initiated follow-
ing the second Lebanon war in 2006, when the staff of 
the Israel Center for the Treatment of Psychotrauma 

(METIV) came to realize that a huge population in Israel is 
exposed to very difficult experiences and does not have a place 
to process them and receive tools to cope with them. Today, ten 
years down the line and after facilitating over 60 POM groups 
worldwide, we can proudly say that discussions about the 
need to process combat experiences, are much more common 
among combat veterans. (Even without specific intervention, 
many units are now processing their experiences in a discussion 
that was almost non-existent ten years ago, let alone in earlier 
decades.) After completing the POM journey and coming to 
terms with their compulsory service, many of our alumni say 
it is easier for them to serve in the reserves. Many others speak 

of their newfound balance in everyday life, and many spouses 
tell them they are better partners and better parents since the 
program. Parents of past participants reach out to thank POM 
staff for finally bringing their children back from war. Today 
there are 80 teams on the waiting list for this service.

The main workshop in this nine-month program is hosted 
by Jewish communities abroad. This allows participants the 
peace and quiet of leaving routine life behind while discussing 
some very difficult experiences. Being able to connect with the 
host community during the week allows us, as a Jewish people, 
to commit to this important undertaking together. By host-
ing a POM group, KMS will actively take part in the soldiers’ 
journey to process their combat experiences, to unburden 
themselves of their effects and to be more free and able to go 
on leading rich and productive lives. The fact that participants 
are hosted in families within the community makes possible 
the development of strong and meaningful relationships that 
may go on for years. 

We are slowly changing the talk in Israeli society, and in the 
process of doing that, we are also bringing Israel and the Dias-
pora a little closer together. POM looks forward to developing 
this relationship with the KMS community.

We look forward to seeing you next November with another 
group of combat veterans going through their journey to 
Peace of Mind. 

[Editors’ Note: For more on this subject, see the High Holiday 
issue of Kol MevaSer, September-December 2017.]

ing place both in the community and in other places where 
community members may be sitting, the committee orders 
food for all over the world. It must take into account dietary 
needs, such as allergies, but also the many difficult emotions 
people experience during bereavement and the many details 
to take care of. And the committee must be discreet about its 
work. When it comes to illness, for example, not everyone 

wants everyone to know.
People who serve the community often say they too derive 

benefit from the acts of chesed they perform. “It’s a good way 
to meet people, and I love to volunteer,” Jen says..

Together with the Bereavement Committee and Chevra 
Kadisha, the Chesed Committee forms a triad of helping 
those in need.

Chesed, continued from page 4

We mourn the loss of our friend and colleague, Tsvi Lieber l"f, a man who 
didn't wait to be asked to serve. Tsvi was a true volunteer, and not only for 
Kol MevaSer: his most enduring volunteer service was his work as a founder 
of KMS. For Kol MevaSer he was an adviser, an unlisted editor, long before 
he allowed us to add his name to our masthead.  To us, as to everyone 
and everything else he touched, he brought his broad knowledge, his good 
humor, and his sound judgment.  We are much the poorer for his loss.
          —The Editors
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conducted two workshops on federal jobs. We also publicize 
workshops and webinars by others. For example, we have been 
spreading the word about an excellent series of podcasts by 
Lisa Rangel (www.chameleonresumes.com/pyft). Finally, we 
compile a weekly list of job vacancies that have come to our 
attention.

our results
We work with 50+ people over the course of a year, averag-

ing about one new “client” per week. At least one-half of those 
people will find a job and let us know about it. (Others may 
find jobs but do not let us know.)

Of those who found jobs, we provided substantial assistance 
to about half of them and some assistance to the other half. But 
even what we view as minimal—telling them about a webinar 
or pointing out a key article, for example—may be the critical 
piece that helps someone secure a new job. It also helps buoy 
the job seeker’s spirits. Job seekers face many rejections or no 
responses at all, and it can help them to know that others are 
available to brainstorm and give feedback. 

How You Can Help
You can help by letting us know about vacancies in your 

workplace. The vacancies you tell us about are, admittedly, 
just a small fraction of the vacancies in the DC area, but one 
or two people each year find jobs that you told us about. And 
for those whom you have helped, this makes all the difference. 

You can also help by agreeing to informational interviews 
with job seekers. We’re not asking you to hire them or even 
to recommend them to your hiring manager. Instead, these 
interviews involve 15-20 minutes of your time, and they 
help a job seeker know what you like and don’t like about 
your job, what attributes it takes to succeed there, how to 
handle some interview questions, identify other people with 
whom to network, discuss trends in the field, etc.

What’s in it for you? It is satisfying to be reminded by 
people you have helped with any part of the job search—
whether a résumé, an interview. an internship, a job an-
nouncement, or just listening with interest as they describe 
how they are looking for work—what a lasting impact you 
had on their lives, even several years after you were of as-
sistance. And this virtuous cycle expands when those who 
were helped make themselves available to others who can 
benefit.

For more information about JobAssist, please contact Da-
vid Marwick (dmarwick@jobassist.org) or Max Rudmann 
(maxrudmann1@gmail.com).

JobAssist, continued from page 1

mailto:dmarwick@jobassist.org
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• Intensive garment 
inspection and quality 
signoff processes

• Hand finishing
• Stain tracking 

processes
• Complimentary shirt 

buttons, collar stays

Highest Quality

• Mild, bio-degradable 
cleansing agents

• Better for your 
allergies and skin

• Less abrasive on your 
garments’ fabrics, 
dyes, buttons, and 
decorations

• Non-hazardous waste
• Non-carcinogenic

Eco-Friendly

• Same high quality 
delivered weekly to 
your home at no extra 
charge

• Clothes delivered in a 
complimentary 
reusable garment bag

• The low cost home 
delivery dry cleaner

• The only home 
delivery dry cleaner 
with a local 
neighborhood 
presence

• Call or email to 
arrange

Home Delivery

LookSharp is honored to serve KMS
10% of proceeds from KMS members are contributed to the 

KMS Keren Hasefer Fund

LookSharp uses the most expensive, highest quality eco-friendly detergents,
cleansing agents, filters, and maintenance products

LookSharp Cleaners:
Next to the CVS at the 
Randolph/Georgia/Layhill Road interchange

Randolph Road

Ge
or
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a 

Av
e

La
yh

ill
Ro

ad

Staples CVS
LookSharp Cleaners

301 933 2350
glenmontmanager@looksharpcleaners.com
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ללמד לילה ראשונה נר אחת ואחר כך נרות. סמך שמן נרות 
לסוכות מה סוכות ח' ימים אף חנוכה ח' ימים. וגומר את ההלל

In Parashat Emor [the Torah] began [with] Shabbat and 
holidays, Pesach, Shavuot, Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, 
and Sukkot. “And Moses spoke the holidays of Hashem 
to Bnei Yisrael” and immediately following it “and you 
shall take pure olive oil for the lighting…” hinting to 
Chanukah…[the Torah] juxtaposed oil for lights to Suk-
kot [to teach] just as Sukkot is eight days so is Chanukah 
and we say full Hallel.

The Torah ends its description of the holidays in Parashat 
Emor with the holiday of Sukkot. The Torah immediately 
transitions from Sukkot to the command to take olive oil to 
light the Menorah:

ויקרא פרשת אמור פרק כג -כד
(מב) בסכת תשבו שבעת ימים כל האזרח בישראל ישבו בסכת:

 (מג) למען ידעו דרתיכם כי בסכות הושבתי את בני ישראל
בהוציאי אותם מארץ מצרים אני יקוק אלהיכם:
(מד) וידבר משה את מעדי יקוק אל בני ישראל: פ

(א) וידבר יקוק אל משה לאמר:
(ב) צו את בני ישראל ויקחו אליך שמן זית זך כתית למאור 

ללהעלת נר תמיד:
42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are home-
born in Israel shall dwell in booths; 
43 that your generations may know that I made the chil-
dren of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them 
out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 
44 And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the 
appointed seasons of the LORD. {P}
1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: 2 “Command 
the children of Israel, that they bring 
unto thee pure olive oil beaten for the light, to cause a 
lamp to burn continually.”

According to Rokeach, the Torah chose to juxtapose Sukkot 
and the Menorah to reveal that one day long in the future 
there would be a holiday that would arise associated with the 
lighting of the Menorah which would also be connected to 
the holiday of Sukkot. 

The command to light the Menorah very loosely fits the 
theme of Parashat Emor, which discusses the Kohanim and 
their ritual purity and the sacrifices they are meant to bring 
on behalf of the people. However, except for the Menorah and 
the Shulchan, the use of vessels is not mentioned in Emor at 
all. This makes the inclusion of this topic and its juxtaposition 
to Sukkot even more striking.

Finally, Rokeach observes that Sukkot and Chanukah are 
comparable in the number of days celebrated and in the full 
recitation of Hallel on all days.3

FourtH ConneCtion:
The Mishna informs us that a Sukka higher than twenty 

amot4 is invalid. 
תלמוד בבלי מסכת סוכה דף ב עמוד א

משנה: סוכה שהיא גבוהה למעלה מעשרים אמה - פסולה
Mishna: A Sukka taller than twenty amot is invalid

Not only is twenty amot also the exact same measurement 
given for the maximal height of the Chanukah candles, but 
the Gemara explicitly links the two halachot:

תלמוד בבלי מסכת שבת דף כב עמוד א
 נר של חנוכה שהניחה למעלה מעשרים אמה - פסולה, כסוכה

וכמבוי
Chanukah candles that are placed higher than twenty 
amot are invalid like Sukka and Mavuy

The comparison the Gemara makes goes even further. The 
Mishna enumerates three areas of halacha where the rule 
of twenty amot applies: Sukka, Mavuy5, and Chanukah. The 
Gemara observes that although the three mitzvot share the 
same height problem, two different words are used to describe 
the problem. When it comes to Sukka6, the Mishna says that 
the twenty amot Sukka is invalid (pesula) whereas the twenty 
amot high Mavuy7 should be lowered (yimaet). The Gemara8 
explains that the difference in phrasing is due to the nature 
of each command: Sukka is a Torah command and Mavuy is 
a rabbinic command.9 Tosafot10 ask why Chanukah doesn’t 
follow the rule that the Gemara sets out: Chanukah candles 
are rabbinic and, yet, the Gemara says that Chanukah candles 
higher than twenty amot are invalid (pesula), using the word 
designated for Torah commands such as Sukka, when it should 
address the height problem as it did with Mavuy by saying 
“yimaet,” i.e., it should be fixed or lowered. The Tosafot give a 
number of answers11 but the one that is pertinent to this essay 
is the simplest of all: despite the inconsistency of language, 
the Gemara uses the word “pesula,” invalid, for Chanukah 
candles simply because it wanted to reinforce that in some 
way Chanukah is like Sukkot12; the connection of the two 
holidays runs deep. 

FiFtH ConneCtion:
The Mishna in Masechet Bikurim describes the range of time 

during which one would be permitted to bring Bikkurim to 
the Beit Hamikdash in Yerushalayim. The Mishna says:

משנה מסכת ביכורים פרק א:ו
מעצרת ועד החג מביא וקורא מן החג ועד חנוכה מביא ואינו

קורא
From Shavuot until Sukkot one may bring and declare. 
From Sukkot until Chanukah one may bring but not 
declare.

Rabbi, continued from page 3



 December 2017-April 2018  115778 ixhbx

There are two mitzvot surrounding Bikurim: one mitzvah 
is to bring first fruits to the Beit Hamikdash,13 and the other 
is to recite the declaration of Bikurim of “arami oved avi”14 
during which one recounts the stages of Jewish History that 
enabled the farmer to reach that moment, to live in the land 
Hashem gave the Jewish people and bring the Bikurim to the 
Beit Hamikdash. 

The sages teach that while the Bikurim may be brought dur-
ing the entire harvest from Shavuot until Chanukah time, the 
declaration may only be said during the peak of the harvest 
from Shavuot until Sukkot. The culmination of the passage 
in the Torah describing the declaration of Bikurim is: “and 
you shall rejoice with all the good.”15 The sages learn from the 
verse that the declaration may only be said when people are 
in their most joyous state, which is not at the very end of the 
harvest when intake of produce is slowing down and farmers 
are getting anxious about the onset of winter, but instead at 
the height of the season when the yield is strong. 

Rabbi Yehuda Leib Alter, the third Gerer Rebbe known 
as Sfat Emet16, points out that the Mishna could have used 
many phrases to describe the period of time during which 
Bikurim may be brought without the declaration “from Suk-
kot until Chanukah.” Sukkot as a starting point is appropriate 
since that is a holiday when people would be coming to the 
Beit Hamikdash and could have also brought their Bikurim. 
However, Chanukah is completely unconnected to Bikurim 
and the Mishna could have just as easily referred to the period 
as “from Sukkot until the end of the harvest” or “from Suk-
kot until the winter” or “from Sukkot until the end of Kislev” 
without explicitly referencing Chanukah at all. Sfat Emet 
says that on Chanukah one is still basking in the spiritual en-
lightenment of the holiday of Sukkot.17 Consequently, Rabbi 
Yehuda Hanasi, compiler of the Mishna, chose to describe 
the period of time as “from Sukkot until Chanukah” because 
those two holidays form a unit of time and are bookends of 
one thematic continuum. 

sixtH ConneCtion:
There is a general requirement to perform all mitzvot with 

a level of beauty and enhancement known as Hiddur Mitzvah 
which the Gemara18 derives from the pasuk “this is my God 
and I will glorify him.”19 Therefore, one should have a nice 
sukkah, a nice lulav, a nice shofar, nice tzitzit and a nice sefer 
Torah. However there are two holidays in which Hiddur Mitzva 
is much more pronounced than in any other halachic realm: 
Sukkot and Chanukah. 

On Sukkot one of the four species we take is the etrog, known 
in the Torah as “pri etz hadar,” “the fruit of the beautiful tree,”20 
from which we learn that the etrog must be beautiful. Many of 
the specifications for an etrog such as its color and the neces-

sity that it be whole and unblemished stem from the “hadar” 
requirement. In fact, the Gemara21 applies the requirement 
of “hadar” to all four species and therefore, certain flaws in 
beauty invalidate these four species as well. 

When it comes to Chanukah, the Gemara tells us that every 
household can fulfill the Chanukah mitzvah by lighting one 
single candle each night. Yet, in extremely uncharacteristic 
fashion, the Gemara moves immediately to instructions on 
how to perform the mitzvah in more beautiful ways, referred 
to as mehadrin (from the word hiddur, hadar):

תלמוד בבלי מסכת שבת דף כא עמוד ב
 תנו רבנן: מצות חנוכה נר איש וביתו. והמהדרין - נר
 לכל אחד ואחד. והמהדרין מן המהדרין, בית שמאי

 אומרים: יום ראשון מדליק שמנה, מכאן ואילך
 פוחת והולך; ובית הלל אומרים: יום ראשון מדליק 

אחת, מכאן ואילך מוסיף והולך.

The mitzvah of Chanukah is for each family to light 
one light. Those who beautify light one light for each 
individual. According to Beit Shammai, those who 
beautify still more light eight lights on the first day, and 
then reduce by one per day. According to Beit Hillel, 
they light one light on the first day, and then increase 
by one per day.

The Gemara presents the enactment of Chanukah lights 
as a three-tiered mitzvah. At the very basic level, one could 
fulfill the mitzvah by lighting one candle per household per 
night. In order to fulfill the mitzvah in a beautiful fashion, one 
would have to light one candle per person per night. Finally, 
if one wished to perform the mitzvah in the most beautiful 
fashion, one would have to light multiple candles per person 
per night.22

reason For tHe ConneCtion:
These six connections between Sukkot and Chanukah indi-

cate a pattern of linkage between the holidays. One can see that 
in the eyes of our sages Chanukah was perhaps intended to be 
modeled after the earlier holiday of Sukkot. What is this con-
nection derived from and what are we meant to learn from it?

Some have suggested, based on the Books of Maccabees,23 
that Chanukah was patterned after Sukkot because it was 
intended as a substitution for the holiday of Sukkot they had 
been unable to observe. In the year of the victory of the Mac-
cabees against Greeks, the Maccabees and their sympathizers 
had been in hiding over Sukkot and, thus, failed to celebrate 
the festival in the Beit Hamikdash. Once the Beit Hamikdash 
was cleansed on the twenty-fifth of Kislev, they celebrated not 
only their military victory and the miracle of the oil, but also 
used those days to celebrate Sukkot.

continued on page 14
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Selected from My Current Listings and Recent Sales
Arcola

2300 Parker Ave
We Listed & Sold
Sold Price: $500,000

Aspen Hill/Rock Creek Manor

13516 Crispin Way
Under Contract

Asking Price: $499,999

Burnt Mills/NW Branch

10608 Woodsdale Dr
Sold: $485,500

Dumont Oaks

11455 Encore Dr
Sold: $350,000

Fairways South LW

3330 Leisure World Blvd #803
Sold: $120,000

Greens At Leisure World

15100 Interlachen Dr #624
For Sale: $174,000

Kemp Mill

1 Cosgrave Ct
Representing Buyer-In Contract

Asking Price: $550,000

Kemp Mill

11211 Bybee St
Sold: $409,000

Kemp Mill

11401 Clara St
We Listed & Sold
Sold Price: $410,000

Kemp Mill

907 Lamberton Dr
For Sale: $659,000

Kemp Mill

905 Brentwood Ln
For Sale: $535,000

Kemp Mill

418 Sisson Ct
For Rent: $2,300

Kemp Mill

11743 Lovejoy St
For Sale: $539,000

Kemp Mill

1211 N. Belgrade Rd
For Sale: $749,000

Kemp Mill

134 Claybrook Dr
For Sale: $445,000

Olney

18312 Queen Elizabeth Dr
Represented Buyer in this Sale

Sold Price: $560,000

Springbrook Forest

12211 Remington Dr
For Sale: $679,000

University Towers

1121 University Blvd #409
Sold: $118,000

University Towers

1111 University Blvd #1111
For Sale: $120,000

Woodmoor

10210 Ridgemoor Dr
Under Contract

Asking Price: $400,000

All data from MRIS subject to revision. Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Copyright 2017
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Call Today For My Free Market Analysis
Call Me: For All Your Real Estate Needs

• Purchase, Sale, ReFi, Relocating, Rentals, Retirement ...
• Free Market Analysis for Buyer Value or Seller Pricing
• Free customized comparable sold reports to appeal County Tax Assessments ...saving you lots of $$$
• Need the name of a contractor, electrician, painter, inspector, loan officer, lawyer, ... etc? We are glad to help. By the way, 

we never take compensation from our referred professionals:  They know that all we care about is that they take good care 
of our clients and customers that we refer!

Best Wishes for a  
חג שמח

  barbara@ciment.com          
  www.ciment.com

  Cell: 301-346-9126
      Home: 301-622-7002

6000 Executive Blvd, Suite 100      Office: 301-468-0606
North Bethesda, MD 20852

Serving All of Montgomery County
#1 Office Producer 25 Years in a Row & Counting

• Experienced, Productive, Ethical, Lots of Professional Contacts
• Authorized Leisure World® Specialist
• Helped over 75 Buyers, Sellers, Renters ... $26 Million in Closed Sales ...  2017

The Barbara Ciment Team “Your Home Team”
        Barbara and Mel and My Team’s Buyer Specialists:         Emily Lurie and Judi Shields

Emily Lurie Judi Shields

Barbara Ciment
Associate Broker, Realtor

The Barbara Ciment Team
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2 Maccabees Ch 10
5 Now upon the same day that the temple had been pol-
luted by the strangers, on the very same day it was cleansed 
again, to wit, on the five and twentieth day of the month 
of Casleu. 6 And they kept eight days with joy, after the 
manner of the feast of the tabernacles, remembering that not 
long before they had kept the feast of the tabernacles when 
they were in the mountains, and in dens like wild beasts. 
7 Therefore they now, carried boughs, and green branches, 
and palms for Him that had given them good success in 
cleansing his place. 8 And they ordained by a common 
statute, and decree, that all the nation of the Jews should 
keep those days every year.24

The notion that Chanukah doubled as the celebration of 
Sukkot in the year of the battle is an idea hinted at in Midrashic 
literature as well. Midrash Chanukah, commenting on the 
verse in Kohelet, “divide a portion into seven, and even into 
eight,”25 states that the number seven relates to the seven lights 
of the menorah in the Beit Hamikdash, while the number eight 
relates to the eight days of Sukkot:

מדרש חנוכה, י. ד. אייזנשטיין,אוצר המדרשים ע' 192
אמר הקב”ה חשבתם לעקור שבעת הנרות ושמונה 

ימי החג הנני מביא עליכם שמונה ימים ושבעה
בני חשמונאי שמאבדים אתכם...

Hashem said, you [Greece] sought to uproot the seven 
lights of the Menorah and the eight days of Sukkot, behold 
I will bring upon you an eight-day holiday (Chanukah), 
and the seven members of the Chashmonai family that 
will destroy you.

However interesting this may be historically, it is possible 
that the connection between the two holidays was not just 
coincidental. The two holidays are linked in a more profound 
way both metaphysically and thematically.

From the metaphysical perspective, Sfat Emet explains: 
שפת אמת ,חנוכה תרמ”א

חנוכה ופורים הם הארות מרגלים …והם אורות המקבלים כד-
מיון אור הלבנה שהיא מאור החמה כידוע. כן ע”י כוחן של בנ”י 
בקבלתם היו”ט כראוי נשאר מכל יו”ט רשימה בכנס”י ובכח זה 
 הוציאה כנגדן רגלים אחרים וחנוכה הארה מחג הסוכות ופורים

מחג השבועות ומחג הפסח…
[The two rabbinic holidays] Chanukah and Purim are 
emanations of the three biblical festivals…They are 
parallel lights just that one [rabbinic] is like the lights of 
the moon which reflects the light of the sun [biblical]. 
When the Jewish people accepts each festival correctly 
they are left with an impression that enables them to put 
forth parallel [rabbinic holidays] and Chanukah is an 
emanation of Sukkot and Purim is an emanation from 
Shavuot and Pesach…

Beyond the metaphysical, there is also a compelling thematic 
connection between Sukkot and Chanukah that renders Suk-
kot the natural paradigm for the establishment of the holiday  
of Chanukah.26 

The Vilna Gaon27 explains that the fifteenth of Tishrei, the 
first day of Sukkot, is the day on which the Jewish people 
begin to build the Mishkan in the aftermath of the sin of the 
golden calf and the day on which the Divine clouds of glory 
return to them. After the sin of the Golden Calf there is a 
severe distance created between the Jewish people and God, a 
period of darkness and concealment. Even after Moshe pleads 
on behalf of the people and God grants them forgiveness,28 
there is more work to be done in reconciling and rebuilding the 
relationship that was lost. The third period of forty days29 that 
Moshe spends on Har Sinai is spent in this task. That process 
culminates in Yom Kippur, when Moshe descends with the 
second set of tablets. The renewed relationship is concretized 
for all to see five days later on the first day of Sukkot, when 
the clouds of glory reappear above them, symbolizing the 
return of Divine presence and of God’s love. Both the Sukka 
with its open roof as well as the Mishkan as the center of wor-
ship and Divine presence represent the return of God to the 
midst of the Jewish people, making it appropriate that these 
events coincide. 

In many ways, the holiday of Chanukah is also a celebration 
of the return of God’s presence following a period of darkness 
and concealment. One of the objectives of the Seleucids (the 
Syrian-Greeks of the Chanukah story) was not only to elimi-
nate particular observances such as Shabbat or circumcision, 
but to break down the entre Jewish form of belief in God and 
supplant it with a belief more in consonance with Hellenistic 
philosophy. They wished to eliminate the belief in one unique 
God and replace it with a belief in many Greek gods, and to 
swap the belief in man created in the image of God for the 
belief in god in the image of man. The immanence of God 
in the world and his relationship with the Jewish people was 
at the heart of their efforts against the Jews and at the heart 
of the fear that the Maccabees had of the forces of Helleniza-
tion that were becoming dominant in the land of Israel. The 
Midrash conveys this idea well:

 בראשית רבה (וילנא) פרשת בראשית פרשה ב: ד
וחושך זה גלות יון שהחשיכה עיניהם של ישראל בגזירותיהן 

.שהיתה אומרת להם, כתבו על קרן השור שאין לכם חלק 
באלקי ישראל

And darkness, this is the Exile of Greece, that darkened 
the eyes of the Jewish people with their decrees. For the 
[Greeks] would tell the [Jews] to write on the horn of 
their oxen, that they have no portion in the God of Israel.

The Midrash suggests that the Greeks wanted the Jewish people 
to publicly renounce a connection to their God by writing it 

Rabbi, continued from page 11
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on the horn of an ox. An ox is an animal which would go out 
and wander in public and in plain sight, publicizing the idea 
written on its horn.

The victory of the Maccabees over the forces of Helleniza-
tion meant that they could once again be proud of declaring 
a connection to their God. Because the Greeks wanted them 
to publicize that they had no belief in the God of Israel, they 
created a holiday meant to do the exact opposite: to publicize 
in any way they could that the Jewish people still maintained 
the historic Jewish belief in God against all odds and to proudly 
proclaim their confidence that God plays a role in their per-
sonal and national lives. This is why the publicization of the 
miracle of the oil and of the victory, pirsumei nisa, became 
such a predominant facet of the observance of the holiday. 
Furthermore, the rededication of the Beit Hamikdash was a 
concretization of God’s return, and the original re-lighting of 
the menorah was itself a testimony to the end of the period 
of concealment and the beginning of a period when the Jew-
ish people could feel the Divine relationship renewed and 
reinvigorated. The Gemara says that the light of the menorah 
specifically exemplified just that:

תלמוד בבלי מסכת שבת דף כב עמוד ב
מתיב רב ששת: אמחוץ לפרוכת העדת יערך, וכי לאורה הוא צריך 

והלא כל ארבעים שנה שהלכו בני ישראל במדבר לא הלכו אלא 
לאורו; אלא עדות היא לבאי עולם שהשכינה שורה בישראל.

R. Shesheth objected: [the Menorah was] Outside the 
vail of testimony ... shall [Aaron] order it: does He then 
require its light: surely, during the entire forty years that 
the Israelites travelled in the wilderness they travelled 
only by His light! But it is a testimony to mankind that 
the Divine Presence rests in Israel.

Both Sukkot and Chanukah are the holidays of renewed faith 
and of the concretization of the return of Divine presence to 
the Jewish people. They are the two holidays when the pres-
ence of God comes to light again after a period of darkness 
and concealment. 30 

While they may seem like strange bedfellows, in reality it is 
no wonder that the connections between Sukkot and Chanu-
kah abound. Sukkot and Chanukah are holidays that embody 
the same crucial story and the concretization of the same 
fundamental message: God is a presence in this world and 
any occasion when that becomes more apparent to the Jewish 
people or to humankind is a moment worthy of celebration 
and publicization in perpetuity. That is a message that was 
pertinent to the Jews of the desert, to the Jews living through 
the Chanukah story, and most certainly to those living today.

notes
1Bamidbar 29:12-32. Each day of Sukkot special sacrifices were 
brought which included two rams, fourteen sheep, one goat and a 

number of bulls. On the first day the number of bulls was thirteen 
and then the number descended each day so that by the seventh day 
only seven bulls were brought. The total number of bulls brought was 
seventy (13+12+11+10+9+8+7=70). Rashi (Bamidbar 29:18) quotes 
the Gemara in Masechet Sukka 55b which explains that these seventy 
bulls correspond to the seventy nations of the world. 
2R Elazar ben Judah ben Kalonymous of Worms. Last of the Hasidei 
Ashkenaz. 1176–1238
3In this regard Sukkot is unique since the full Hallel is not recited 
on all the days of Pesach, only on the first day (or first two days in 
the Diaspora).
4Approximately 32 feet
5Mavuy is the area that is common to multiple courtyards (a courtyard 
is a space that is common to multiple homes). Since this a semi-
public area that leads out in to the fully public area the rabbis only 
permitted carrying there if a recognizable sign was erected at the 
entry of the Mavuy so that everyone would see that it was ending 
and that the public area was beginning. This crossbeam had to be 
less than twenty amot high.
6Sukka 2a
7Eiruvin 2a
8Eiruvin 2a and Sukka 2a
9The question of why “yimaet” (lower) or in the language of the 
Gemara “takanta” (fix) is the appropriate term for a height problem 
that is rabbinic and “pesula,” invalid, is appropriate for a height 
problem that is from the Torah is beyond the scope of this essay. 
For some answers to this question see Tosafot Sukka 2a “Deoraita.”
10Tosafot Shabbat 22a “Ner Chanukah,” Tosafot Eiruvin 2a “Sukka” 
and Tosafot Sukka 2a “Deoraita”
11In Tosafot Eiruvin 2a “Sukka” and Tosafot Sukka 2a “Deoraita”
12Tosafot Shabbat 22a “Ner Chanukah”
Many of the ideas for this article are derived from the teachings of the 
Sfat Emet on Chanukah contained in the end of the Breishit Volume of 
Sfat Emet on the Torah and also from an article by Rabbi Tzvi Schwartz 
in the Torah Journal Emunat Iteicha (Shvat 5775 pp. 6-16).
13Devarim 26:1-2
14Devarim 26:5-10
15Devarim 26:11
16R. Yehuda Leib Alter of Ger, 1847–1905 

17Discourse for Chanukah 5694/1884
18Talmud Shabbat 133b
19Shmot 15:2
20Vayikra 23:40
21Talmud Sukka 29b
22This explanation of the levels of beauty follows the understanding 
of the Rambam in Mishneh Torah Hilchot Chanukah 4:1. The Tosafot 
quote the Ri, who had a different understanding of this Gemara. The 
Ri suggests that above and beyond the basic mitzvah of one candle 
per household there are two different options which do not build 
off each other (as opposed to the three-tiered understanding of the 
Rambam). The first option for beautification above the standard 
mitzvah is mehadrin which is one candle per person per night. The 
second option is mehadrin min hamehadrin which is one person 
adding an additional candle per night. What is extremely interesting 
is that when you look at the Shulchan Aruch and the Rema in OC 
671:2, the Shulchan Aruch follows the Ri and the Rema follows the 
Rambam. As the Taz points out in his commentary, this is the op-
posite of what usually occurs (Shulchan Aruch usually follows the 

continued on page 16
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Sefardic tradition of the Rambam and the Rema usually follows the 
Ashkenazic tradition of the Baalei HaTosafot). Rabbi Soloveitchik 
actually had a different explanation of this divide: See Harerei Kedem 
Vol 1 Siman 162.
231 Maccabees and 2 Maccabees are books of the Apocrypha not in-
cluded in the biblical canon that contain the most detailed accounts 
of the battles of Judah Maccabee and his brothers and the Chanukah 
story of the liberation of Judea from the Hellenists.
24A slightly different version of events is recorded in 2 Maccabees 
1:18 which might imply that Chanukah was not a quasi-Sukkot or a 
substitute for Sukkot but simply that it was patterned after Sukkot

Therefore whereas we are now purposed to keep the purification of 
the temple upon the five and twentieth day of the month Casleu, we 
thought it necessary to certify you thereof, that ye also might keep 
it, as the feast of the tabernacles

“As” in this context seems to mean “just as we celebrate Sukkot” rather 
than “as a substitution for Sukkot.”

25Kohelet 11:2
26Aside from the general principle of:

”כל דתקון רבנן כעין דאורייתא תקון“ יבמות יא ע"א“
“Everything the Sages instituted was pattered after a Torah command”
27Commentary to Shir Hashirim 1:4
28Shmot 32-34
29The first period during which the people sin was from 6 Sivan 
(Matan Torah) until 17 Tammuz (day when Moshe descends and 
breaks the tablets). The second period during which Moshe asks 
for forgiveness was from 17 Tammuz until Rosh Chodesh Elul. The 
third period of reconciliation and crafting the second tablets was 
from Rosh Chodesh Elul until Yom Kippur (when Moshe descends 
with the second tablets and complete forgiveness).
30There are, of course, other reasons for the connection between 
Chanukah and Sukkot aside from the ones suggested in this essay. 
See for example, Rav Yoel Bin Nun in “Megadim” (Tishrei 5751 p49-
97), where he suggests a different answer related to the prophecy of 
Chagai (2:18) and to the olive harvest.

Rabbi, continued from page 15
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Register Now to Be a Part of the KMS
Delegation to the AIPAC Policy Conference

Join Rabbi Weinberg for an unforgettable experience at the AIPAC Policy Conference
Three of the most important days affecting Israel’s future

From Sunday-Tuesday, March 4-6,  over 18,000 pro-Israel  activists wil l 
convene at the Washington Convention Center to help strengthen the U.S.-
Israel relationship. The program includes keynote speeches by American 
and Israeli leaders, demonstrations of groundbreaking Israeli innovations, 
inspiring stories from families and individuals, and intimate educational sessions. 

On Tuesday, the Conference culminates with the opportunity for delegates to 
lobby members of Congress in support of legislation that enhances the relationship 
between the U.S. and Israel. This year AIPAC has invited KMS participants to a special 
briefing, in recognition of our synagogue’s participation in the Policy Conference.

We are aiming to have the largest-ever KMS delegation to attend the Policy 
Conference. We have a limited number of discount registrations ($399 instead of 
$599) available on a first-come, first-served basis. If you are considering attending 
the Policy Conference, take advantage of this discount to join the KMS delegation. 

To learn more about the KMS delegation or to reserve one of our discount 
registrations, please contact Larry Lerman, lerm@verizon.net, as soon as possible.

The  KMS delegation to the 2017 Policy Conference
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Teen BBQ with Rabbi Weinberg

Our KMS teens had a great time at the Teen Barbecue that was held at the shul on November 15, and they weren't 
alone. In Rabbi Weinberg's words:

It was a wonderful event with lots of kids. We had a fun time playing some informal games of foosball, score 4, 
and frisbee and some more formal games of “getting to know the rabbi and Elana” like Rabbi W Bingo and the 
“Newlywed Game.” We had fun as did the kids. Most of all there was plenty of time for us to just sit and chat 
with the kids.

These snapshots will give you some idea of what the rabbi was talking about.
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FRAM MONUMENT
~ QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1922 ~

Jewish Family Owned & Operated
Visit Us Online or In Person

~ Don’t Pay Cemetery Prices!
~ We Work With Every Cemetery
~ Design Bronze Markers Online
~ Fluent In Hebrew Names & Dates

WWW.FRAMMONUMENT.COM
Shomer Shabbos
  301 - 605 - 8081

INFO@FRAMMONUMENT.COM
822-D ROCKVILLE PIKE
ROCKVILLE, MD 20852

The Pasternak Family wishes to express

sincere thanks and gratitude to the KMS community

for the outpouring of support, compassion and comfort

as we mourn the passing of our husband, father, father-in-law,

grandfather and great-grandfather Bernard Pasternak z”l.

May his memory be for a blessing.

Sue and Jerry Pasternak and Family
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DONATIONS
IN MEMORY OF
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Vera and Bernard Erlich
library Fund

Marilyn and Don Schwartz
artscroll siddur

Sue and Arnie Schwartz
Keren haseFer torah Fund

Deborah and Dov Zakheim
library Fund

David Lerner
Beth and Jack Lichy

Robin Avery and Michael Lauer
Michelle and Jonathan Schneck

Sheila and Allen Gaisin

Mark Dine, z”l
Sheila and Allen Gaisin

Rebekah and Avi Rasooly
Keren haseFer torah Fund

Judy and Jeffrey Graber
Laura and Sheldon Margulies
Gail Javitt and Sam Osofsky

Vera and Bernard Erlich
Sue and Arnie Schwartz
Keren haseFer torah Fund

Deborah and Dov Zakheim
library Fund

Robin Avery and Michael Lauer
Melanie and Sandy Karlin
rabbi's discretionary Fund

Mickey Lawrence, z”l
Sheila and Allen Gaisin
Sue and Arnie Schwartz

Marcelle and Sol Chalom

Dalia Kahane’s mother, z”l
Sabine and Chaim Himmelfarb

Stefanie Lauer, z”l
Judy and Jeffrey Graber
rabbi's discretionary Fund

Lori and Ed Tolchin
Laura and Sheldon Margulies

Beth and Jack Lichy
Deborah and Dov Zakheim

library Fund

Blossom Furst, z”l
Judy and Jeffrey Graber

library Fund

Diana and Ido Dubrawsky

Miriam Tenembaum, z”l
Lori and Ed Tolchin

Diana and Ido Dubrawsky

Saralee Parker, z”l
Laura and Sheldon Margulies

Rabbi Amnon Haramati, z”l
Judith and Jacob Halpern

hirsch chumash

Bernard Pasternak, z”l
Ann Wimpfheimer and Eddie Snyder

Sharona and Leo Rozmaryn
Sue and Arnie Schwartz
Keren haseFer torah Fund

Sarah and Buddy Stern
Esther and Steve Bender and family

rabbi's discretionary Fund

Alice and Noah Baer
library Fund

Deborah and Dov Zakheim
library Fund

Sharon and David Butler
Lori and Ed Tolchin

Judy and Jeffrey Graber
Judy and Barry Riebman
Barbara and Mel Ciment

booK nooK

Linda and Elliott Klonsky
Michelle and Jonathan Schneck

Lisa and Alec Stone
Sheila and Allen Gaisin

Marilyn Fanaroff, z”l
Tamar and Jeremy Epstein

Ina and Larry Lerman
Sharon and David Butler

Nechumah Getz, Aaron Werbel and 
family

rabbi's discretionary Fund

Barbara and Mel Ciment
booK nooK

Lisa and Alec Stone
Diana and Ido Dubrawsky

Sheryl and Jack Porat and family

Annabelle Mayberg, z”l 
Judy and Jeffrey Graber

David Muller, z”l
Sharona and Leo Rozmaryn

Esther and Steve Bender and family
library Fund

Sue and Jerry Pasternak
Lori and Ed Tolchin

Sharon and David Butler
Rebekah and Avi Rasooly
Keren haseFer torah Fund

Barbara and Mel Ciment
library Fund

Sarah and Buddy Stern
Linda and Elliott Klonsky

Michelle and Jonathan Schneck
Sylvia and Peter Goldberg

Laura and Sheldon Margulies
Pesha Malka and Victor Jacobson

Marcelle and Sol Chalom
Sabine and Chaim Himmelfarb

Sheila and Allen Gaisin

Rafi Kanfee, z”l
Pesha Malka and Victor Jacobson

Edwin Morris, z”l
Sam Morris

rabbi's discretionary Fund

Lily Fishman, z”l
Sheila and Allen Gaisin

Myron Abelson, z”l
Susan and Michael Meisler
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DONATIONS
Miriam Rivlin Eisenberg, z”l

Sarah and Buddy Stern
Ann Wimpfheimer and Eddie Snyder

Lisa and Alec Stone
Claire and Adi Haramati
David Baer and Family 

Keren haseFer torah Fund

Linda and Elliott Klonsky
David Abrams

Sabine and Chaim Himmelfarb
Barbara and Mel Ciment

library Fund

Rebekah and Avi Rasooly 
Keren haseFer torah Fund

Sylvia and Peter Goldberg
Jen and Joel Tabin

Koren siddur

Harriet and Theodore Fredman
Tina and Neil Rosenbaum
Keren haseFer torah Fund

Ilene France and Jonathan Fink
Lori and Ed Tolchin
Judy and Jeff Graber

library Fund

Yitz Bienstock, zCl
Tamar and Jeremy Epstein

library Fund

Michele and Isaac Reitberger
Rebekah and Avi Rasooly
Keren haseFer torah Fund

Jen and Joel Tabin
Lisa and Alec Stone

Sarah and Buddy Stern
Barbara and Mel Ciment

booK nooK

Edwin Morris, z”l
Sam Morris

rabbi's discretionary Fund

Shirley Louise Friedman, z”l
Pesha Malka and Victor Jacobson

rabbi's discretionary Fund

Tamar and Jeremy Epstein
Sarah and Buddy Stern

Sharon Freundel
rabbi's discretionary Fund

Barbara and Mel Ciment
library Fund

Lisa and Alec Stone
booK nooK

Rebekah and Avi Rasooly
Keren haseFer torah Fund

David Abrams
Ilene France and Jonathan Fink

Tsvi Lieber, z”l
Tamar and Jeremy Epstein

Elke and Garrett Barter
rabbi's discretionary Fund

Robin Avery and Michael Lauer
Jay and Melanie Schoenberger

Rebekah and Avi Rasooly
Keren haseFer torah Fund

Judy and Barry Riebman
Martin and Phyllis Fingerhut

artscroll siddur

Dan and Sheila Kurtzer
library Fund

Alice and Noah Baer
Sarah and Buddy Stern

Ann Wimpfheimer and Eddie Snyder
Cheryl Hepfer

David Baer and family
Keren haseFer torah Fund

Linda and Elliott Klonsky
Tom and Michele Lobl

Laura and Sheldon Margulies
Robert and Angie Liberman

stone chumash

Carrie and Jeffrey Gluck
Sue and Arnie Schwartz
rabbi's discretionary Fund

Anita and Mel Plotinsky

Inge Mayer, z”l
Marci, David, Joshua, Daniella, and 

Naomi Bloch
Lisa and Alec Stone

Sarah and Buddy Stern
Eddie Snyder and Ann Wimpfheimer

Sue and Jerry Pasternak
Pesha Malka and Victor Jacobson

rabbi's discretionary Fund

IN HONOR OF

Rabbi Weinberg’s wonderful, 
enlightening classes

Rose and Izzy Miller
Koren siddur

The marriage of Ora Schneck
and Adin Liss

Sharon and David Butler

The engagement of Amalia Diament 
and Ariel Hochman
Lori and Ed Tolchin

Sarah and Buddy Stern
Tamar Solnik, Avi Weinstein and 

family

Lisi Levisohn
Dina Epstein and Eitan Levisohn

Judy and Stuart Rosenthal

In gratitude to the KMS community
for all their kindness

during our recent time of loss
Robin Avery and Michael Lauer

rabbi’s discretionary Fund

The engagement of Ariel Haramati to 
Rachel Krasna

Betsy and Alan Chanales

The anniversary of Marilyn and Don 
Schwartz

Sue and Arnie Schwartz
rabbi’s discretionary Fund

The marriage of Larry Stern and
Alicia Myara

Sarah and Buddy Stern

The marriage of Daniela Murch to 
Jeremy Presser

Sarah and Buddy Stern

The engagement of David Wollner to 
Nina Roth

Linda and Elliott Klonsky

Rabbi Weinberg
Eileen Solomon and Joshua Schwartz

Eliana Brookman’s bat mitzvah
Judy and Shim Brookman

Mike Eisenstadt, and all that he does to 
keep KMS safe

Hadas and Steve Kozlowski
Monique and Jess Sadick

Judah Teitelbaum’s great work in sup-
port of the Book Nook

Grammy and Poppy Teitelbaum
booK nooK
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DONATIONS
Lisi Levisohn’s leadership of the Book 

Nook event and selection of new books
Sandi and Isi Teitelbaum

booK nooK

Ari Mintz, with gratitude for his help 
with the Book Nook

Sandi and Isi Teitelbaum
booK nooK

Adam Faleder, with gratitude for his 
support of the Book Nook event

Sandi and Isi Teitelbaum
booK nooK

Rami Armon,
who is an amazingly cool cousin

Cherie Landa
rabbi’s discretionary Fund

Shlomit and Benjamin Edinger and 
Mishpacha, with hakarat hatov

Abigail Edinger-Rosen

Pesha Malka and Vic Jacobson’s 
marriage

Beth and Jack Lichy

Ray and Sue White
Joseph Ravitsky

Noah Teitelbaum’s bar mitzvah
Sharon and David Butler

Noah Broder’s engagement to
Gabi Goodfriend

Sharon and David Butler

Engagement of Chana Edinger to
Jono Fuchs

Sharon and David Butler

The birth of a grandson to
Barbara and Richard Marcus

Sharon and David Butler
Pesha Malka and Victor Jacobson

Joey Turitz’s amazing davening
on Yom Kippur

Tina and Neil Rosenbaum
rabbi’s discretionary Fund

Wendy Guberman, for being a Simchat 
Torah Kallah, a well-deserved honor

Tina and Neil Rosenbaum
Keren haseFer torah Fund

The birth of Gila Naomi Rosenbaum
Ilene France and Jonathan Fink

The bat mitzvah of Willa Rothenberg
Jonathan Shefftz

The birth of a daughter to Elaine and 
Allen Minzer

Ina and Larry Lerman

Debi and the Goldschlag family for the 
wonderful gift of beautiful

Rosh Hashanah tefillot!
Miriam Mosbacher

Rena Katz’s bat mitzvah
Tamar and Jeremy Epstein

Nava Lebson’s bat mitzvah
Tamar and Jeremy Epstein

Avigayil Rabin’s bat mitzvah
Tamar and Jeremy Epstein

In gratitude for your help and support 
on and off the tennis court: 

David Lesnoy, Tevi Troy,
Arnie Sherman, Marc Engelhart and 

Aaron Branda
Eddie Snyder and Ann Wimpfheimer

Nat Shaffir’s impressive success in the 
2017 Marine Corps Marathon

Sharon and David Butler

Menachem Abrams’ bar mitzvah
Adele and George Berlin

Martin and Phyllis Fingerhut

Seth and Alana Isenberg on the birth of 
a baby girl

Jeremy and Tamar Epstein
Sharona and Leo Rozmaryn

Allen and Sheila Gaisin
Laura and Sheldon Margulies

Tamar Teitelbaum
Judy and Stuart Rosenthal

Dr. Buddy Stern for his kindness, 
generosity with time, and excellent 

professional care to my family.
Eddie Snyder and Ann Wimpfheimer

The birth of Gideon Lev ben Nisan 
HaLevy Siegel.

Doreen and Basil Joffe

REFUA SHELAIMA

For Noah Baer
David Abrams

TO OUR  SPECIAL FUNDS

Keren Hasefer Torah Fund
Jacob Meisler

Ann R. Berman
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Buying or selling in MD or DC ?  Contact me if you need sold results: 
adambashein@gmail.com; www.kempmillhomes.com 

Cell/Direct:  (301)943-4370; Office:  (301)921-4500 
 

Information deemed to be accurate but not guaranteed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently closed Transactions: 

 

 

*11008 Wheeler Dr 

*11514 Monticello Ave 

*11501 Lamberton Ct 

*11541 Daffodil Ln 

*11356 Cherry Hill Rd, #1W101 

*623 Kenbrook Dr 

*1001 26th St, NW #301 

*1005 North Belgrade RD 

*11501 Alma St 

*8005 13th St, #202 

*703 Kersey Rd 

*11615 Fulham St 

*10850 Green Mountain Cir, #T3 
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