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Hachnasat Sefer Torah:
The Culmination of a Year-Long Journey
by Laura and Sheldon Margulies

as told to Risë Goldstein, photos by Marc Engelhart

On Sunday, November 6, our community celebrated 
an amazing, community-wide hachnasat sefer Torah 
parade and ceremony at KMS. The journey to that 

joyous day actually started in 2015 when we commissioned 
the writing of a sefer Torah by a sofer in Israel in memory of 
Laura’s father, David Jacobs, z”l, and Sheldon’s parents, Jerome 
and Helen Margu-
lies, z”l. The final let-
ters of the new Torah 
were completed in our 
house a year later.

A year ago, when 
we discussed with 
Rabbi Weinberg the 
prospect of contrib-
uting a Torah to the 
shul, Rabbi Weinberg 
reflected that while 
KMS had a number of 
sifrei Torah, it owned very few. Almost all belonged to mem-
bers of the shul and could be taken back at their discretion. 
Moreover, many were in need of repair. It was clear that 
KMS was in need of a new Torah.

Choosing the sofer was not straightforward. Laura’s cousin’s 
son is a sofer in Israel, but he takes a minimum of two years to 
write a Torah. Her cousin recommended she contact a sofer 
broker (yes, there are people who do that!), Rabbi Heshy Pin-
cus in Brooklyn. Rabbis Pincus and Weinberg conferred, after 
which Rabbi Pincus sent writing samples from eight soferim. 
Rabbi Weinberg and Laura reviewed the samples, blind to the 
names of the soferim and their prices. There were large dif-
ferences in quality and aesthetics, but, not surprisingly, Laura 
and Rabbi Weinberg chose the same one for its high quality 
(attested to later by all those who have read from it).

Throughout the process, we received periodic updates on the 

progress of the writing as we turned our attention to choosing 
a suitable mantel. We finally found one to our liking online, 
made in Israel, along with modern-design rimmonim. 

Other discussions with Rabbi Weinberg centered around 
how the community should welcome and inaugurate the 
new Torah. Laura still remembered the hachnasat sefer Torah 

ceremony she experi-
enced as a child in Far 
Rockaway. The chil-
dren were given paper 
flags and apples atop 
wooden poles with 
candles inside the 
apples—something 
that wouldn’t happen 
today! Nevertheless, 
Laura recalled with 
deep nostalgia the 
large crowd of happy 

people, the splendor of all the sifrei Torah lined up to greet 
the newcomer, and the police blocking six or seven lanes of 
traffic on a busy suburban boulevard. Our goal was to provide 
the community with 
a similarly joyous  
celebration, and in 
particular, one in 
which all members 
of the Kemp Mill 
Jewish community 
would rejoice. Rabbi 
Weinberg suggested 
a sefer Torah truck.

Searching online, 
we found such a 

continued on page 15



2  Kol MevaSer, Kemp Mill Synagogue



 December 2016-April 2017  35777 ixhbx

From the rabbi

“They tried to kill us.  We won.
Let’s eat!...But not on Hanukkah”
by Rabbi Brahm Weinberg
Hanukkah 5777

continued on page 12

Some might quip that every Jewish 
holiday of the year can be encapsulated 
by the phrase: “They tried to kill us, we 

won, let’s eat!” While this saying is certainly 
a bit crass, oversimplified, and inaccurate, 
it does capture an important facet of many 
Jewish holidays: the food. We most often cel-

ebrate holidays that commemorate miracles, at times miracles 
related to the deliverance of our people from the existential 
threat of enemies, with food. To be specific, the rabbinic 
holiday of Purim reflects this tendency. The salvation of the 
Jewish people in the time of Haman is celebrated for posterity 
with a seudah, a festive meal, which is one of the four essential 
mitzvot of the day.

While the meal on Purim is central to the celebration of the 
holiday, on Hanukkah the requirement of food is conspicu-
ously absent. Sure, there is a custom to eat oily foods such as 
latkes or sufganiot to evoke the memory of the miracle of the 
oil, and a custom to eat dairy foods1 to recall the heroic act of 
rebellion of Yehudit, the daughter of Yochanan Kohen Gadol. 
However, there is no formal obligation over the course of the 
eight-day rabbinic holiday to sit down and have a meal in the 
conventional sense.2 The Shulchan Aruch affirms this law by 
reminding us that, lest we think that our focus on food during 
Hanukkah is mandatory, it is not: 

ריבוי הסעודות שמרבים בהם הם סעודות הרשות
The multitude of meals that people have on Hanukkah 
are voluntary3

This ruling of the Shulchan Aruch is based on a much ear-
lier source: Rabbi Meir of Rothenberg, known as Maharam 
MiRoutenberg,4 who is the universally accepted forbear of 
Ashkenazic Torah learning, law, and practice. His opinion 
on this matter was reported by many of his closest students 
including Mordechai ben Hillel Hakohen5 as well as by later 
authorities such as Tashbetz6 and Tur7 in countries as far 
away as Spain.

The lack of meal requirement on Hanukkah stems from the 
original construct of the holiday as conceived by our sages. 
The Gemara in Masechet Shabbat8 says that in the aftermath 
of the miracle of Hanukkah, the sages established a rabbinic 
holiday in the following way:

לשנה אחרת קבעום ועשאום ימים טובים בהלל והודאה
In the following year they established them [the days of 
Hanukkah] as Yamim Tovim of praise and thanksgiving

The Gemara speaks of three salient features that create the 
makeup of the holiday: Yom Tov (festival), Hallel (praise), and 
Hodaa (thanksgiving). As Rashi immediately notes,9 Hanuk-
kah is rendered a Yom Tov not through the prohibition of 
labor like the Yamim Tovim of the Torah, but rather through 
the prohibition of eulogizing and fasting which help to define 
its character as a joyous and festive day. Hanukkah becomes a 
day of praise through the recitation of the full Hallel on each 
of the days of the holiday during morning prayers. The third 
characteristic of the day, Hodaa (thanksgiving), is slightly 
more ambiguous. 

Rashi says that thanksgiving is manifest in the insertion 
of the “Al Hanisim” prayer, a vehicle to thank God for the 
miracle of Hanukkah, into the Amidah. This prayer is recited 
in the thanksgiving section of the Amidah right after the 
paragraph of Modim, reinforcing its status as the medium 
of thanksgiving. The Rambam, however, believes that the 
thanksgiving aspect of Hanukkah is expressed in a much 
more prominent way. 

When the Rambam paraphrases the Gemara about the 
establishment of the holiday, he says:

ומפני זה התקינו חכמים שבאותו הדור שיהיו שמונת הימים …
 ימי שמחה והלל ומדליקין בהן הנרות בערב על פתחי הבתים

 בכל לילה ולילה משמונת הלילות להראות ולגלות הנס, …
Because of this [the miracle] our sages in that generation 
enacted that there be eight days…days of joy, praise, and 
lighting of candles in the evening at the entryways each 
and every night of the eight nights in order to show and 
publicize the miracle.10

The Rambam, like the Gemara, mentions three qualities of 
the holiday. Corresponding to the Gemara’s qualification of 
the days as Yamim Tovim, festive days, he calls them Yemei 
Simcha, days of happiness, and seems to agree with Rashi that 
the festive nature of the days is reflected in the prohibition of 
eulogies and fasting.11 Matching the Gemara’s requirement 
of Hallel, he mentions Hallel as well and seems to agree with 
Rashi that Hallel means the recitation of Hallel.12 What is 
more unanticipated is the way the Rambam understands the 
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Warm Your Heart This Winter
With Some Israel Programs at KMS
by Ina Lerman

Please mark your calendar for these upcoming Israel/
Klal Yisrael Programs at KMS in the next few months. 
Watch the announcements for additional informa-

tion. Contact Ina Lerman for sponsorship information or to 
volunteer to help make these events a great success at KMS.

• On-going: Register to join the KMS delegation at 
the 2017 AIPAC Policy Conference (March 26-28). 
More information available from Larry Lerman.

• Monday, January 9: KMS/AIPAC briefing program 
for past participants in the Policy Conference and 
those considering attending this year. Contact Larry 
Lerman for more details.

• Shabbat night, February 10: Join us at the first KMS 
Tu B’Shevat Seder–Shabbat dinner celebrating the 
Land of Israel.

• Shabbat, March 25: A joint KMS-Chabad of Silver 
Spring Shabbat Scholar-in-Residence featuring 
Rabbi Marvin Tokayer who served as the rabbi of 
the Jewish community of Japan for 13 years and has 
authored 30 books on Judaism and Japan.

• Saturday night, March 25: Melave Malka program 
featuring Rabbi Tokayer and the screening of an 
Israeli TV program, Katmandu. In partnership with 
Chabad of Silver Spring.
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From the President

Personally Giving Thanks
by Benny Berkowitz

[We thank You] for the miracles, the 
redemption, the mighty deeds, and the 
victories in battle which You performed for our 
ancestors in those days, at this time.

So begins the Al Hanisim paragraph 
which we recite on Hanukkah, giving 
thanks for the miracles of the holiday. 

This prayer is recited in the “Modim” blessing of the Amidah 
where we generally praise God and give thanks for His ever-
lasting kindness. 

The Modim blessing is unique among the blessings of the 
Amidah. When the Hazan repeats the Amidah we generally 
recite “Amen” to all of the blessings. But for the blessing of 
Modim it is not enough for us simply to say “Amen.” Rather, 
the congregation says its own Modim paragraph reiterat-
ing what the Hazan is saying and allowing each member 
of the congregation to thank God personally, once again, 
for His kindness.

Rabbi Lamm, in one of his essays on prayer, notes the im-
portance of the congregation’s additional prayer of thanks. He 
says that in contrast to the topics covered in the other blessings 
of the Amidah, where it is enough simply to say “Amen” to 
the Hazan’s prayer, one should never delegate to others the 
responsibility of personally giving thanks. To remind us of 
this obligation, the congregants must say their own prayer in 
parallel to the Hazan as he recites the Modim blessing.

As I finish my term as President, I am cognizant of all those 
who have allowed me to succeed as President. To each of them 
I must personally express my gratitude.

Thank you to the community for trusting in me to serve as 
President during this time of transition and growth for our 
shul. My first year as President was focused on the rabbinic 
search. To the chairs and members of the Search Committee, 
I am grateful for all of the tireless effort put into the selection 
process. The dedication of all the volunteers, beyond just the 
Search Committee, who helped in every aspect of the search 

as we moved through the probeh process and into the selec-
tion of Rabbi Weinberg, allowed us to manage our rabbinic 
transition successfully.

It has been my honor to serve with both Rabbi Bieler and 
Rabbi Weinberg. I thank each of them for his work as our mara 
d’atra and helping to shape our shul into the religious center 
of our community. To those who helped celebrate Rabbi and 
Joanie Bieler and welcome Rabbi and Elana Weinberg, I am 
grateful for the thoughtful festivities in their honor.

Thank you to all of the officers and directors who have 
served with me over the past two and a half years. We have seen 
many improvements in all aspects of our shul, and the credit 
for these efforts goes to these volunteers who have overseen 
these matters. We have expanded our educational and Israel 
programming, made numerous upgrades to our building 
and infrastructure, hired new youth directors, improved our 
finances, implemented new minyanim, successfully raised 
money to support our growing expenses, and maintained our 
services to the Kehilla. 

Thank you as well to our office staff for helping us man-
age all of the ongoing programs and activities in our shul. 
Together with our volunteers, the office staff insures that 
smachot, programs, events, meetings and other aspects of the 
shul run smoothly.

I am grateful that being President has allowed me to meet 
so many of you over the past two and a half years. We are 
fortunate to have so many people that are willing to invest and 
dedicate so much of their free time for the benefit of the com-
munity. For those of you who continue to serve as volunteers, 
thank you. And if you are not currently volunteering for the 
community I hope that you will try to find some time to help 
out at the shul or some other community organization. KMS 
and the other organizations need your help.

As we recite Al Hanisim this holiday, let us all be reminded of 
the thanks we owe to God and those around us for the benefits 
and miracle of our wonderful community.

When you visit our advertisers
please tell them you saw their ads here,

and that you appreciate their support for KMS.
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Bikur Cholim Honors Fran Kritz
Launches fundraising campaign

by Barbara Trainin Blank

KMS’s own Fran Kritz was honored by Bikur Cholim 
of Greater Washington at its annual Gala Brunch, 
held on November 20 at B’nai Israel Congregation 

in Rockville.
Fran, a past president and current board member of BCGW, 

received the Founders Award. According to Audrey Siegel, 
executive director of BCGW and KMS member, Fran has 
volunteered for more than 12 years, ranging from food drop-
offs to fundraising. 

Fran highlighted her “most-poignant moment” as a volun-
teer. One Erev Chag, the Kritzes were hosting a family that 
included two young children, both undergoing tests for a 
serious illness at the National Institutes of Health. The mother, 
with boundless energy, had fed her family, prepped them for 
the holiday, and lit candles, with the children circled around 
her, singing and dancing. A few minutes later, Fran recalled, 
she went to check on the young mother. She found her “sit-
ting alone, head bowed and sobbing, prying for the strength 
to shield her children from her worry and fear.

“We’re here to help that mother, and every parent, child, 
and sibling, who comes into our care, to worry and fear just 
a little bit less,” she said.

Fran, a writer who contributes to NPR, the Washington 
Post, Kaiser Health News, and the California Health Report, 
is also secretary of the Hebrew 
Free Loan Association of Greater 
Washington, a board member of 
the Jewish Community Relations 
Council of Greater Washington, 
and co-chair of KMS’s bereave-
ment committee.

Also honored at the Gala were 
Judy and Jerry Frank, members of 
Congregation Beth Sholom in Po-
tomac, who were granted the Ber-
nice Fishman Community Service 
Award, an award named in memory 
of a former member of KMS.

The Gala also focused on BC-
GW’s newest project, the Bernard 
Creeger Bikur Cholim House, which was initiated during 
Fran’s administration. The house, bought in July 2015, was 
named after the father and father-in-law of KMS members 
Fran and Alan Broder, the lead donors who enabled its pur-

chase. The formerly private home, on the edge of the National 
Institutes of Health campus, serves as a Jewish home away 
from home for patients seeking lifesaving treatment at NIH 
and area hospitals, and for their families.

“The Creeger House is a home of hope and healing,” said 
Siegel. It enables patients and families to stay in a place within 
walking distance of NIH and Suburban Hospital and to receive 
kosher food. 

In addition, Jewish outpatients and family members from 
around the country and the world can stay close to these 
medical facilities without the expense of a hotel. The Creeger 
House will also benefit patients who are required to stay near 
NIH after treatment or surgery, said Rikki Reifer, BCGW’s 
other full-time employee and a KMS member.

Although the Bikur Cholim House isn’t due to open till 
Spring 2017, after a ribbon-cutting ceremony, in actuality it 
began to serve patients and family members lust June, after 
receiving requests for service. 

BCGW’s Capital Campaign aims to raise funds to renovate 
several areas of the house. The campaign goal is $2,773, 
050, of which some $1,125,953 has been raised. In addition, 
BCGW will build a professional kitchen in the house, in 
which volunteers will prepare meals for patients and family 
members staying there and for patients and caregivers in the 

community.
At the Gala, the organization 

raised 50 percent of its $100,000 
goal to help renovate and operate 
the house kitchens. 

Since 1997, Bikur Cholim of 
Greater Washington has brought 
the healing comfort of community 
support to the sick and ailing in the 
Jewish community in and around 
the nation’s capital. The 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit volunteer-based service 
organization sends meals, provides 
transportation to medical appoint-
ments, lends medical equipment, 

sends friendly visitors to the sick 
and aged, and supports kosher pantries in a few area hospi-
tals. All services are offered without cost to the recipient, thus 
freeing people to focus on their recovery without additional 
financial stress.

The Bernard Creeger House
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During the past two years, KMS members collectively con-
tributed over $23,000 from our Israel High Holiday Appeal to 
support Garin Ometz Akko—a modern Orthodox community 
in the northern city of Akko, whose members seek to strengthen 
the city through their chesed, community-building, education 
and Torah activities. Thanks to our congregation’s renewed 
commitments, we look forward to continuing the relationship 
this year. As we continue to highlight a variety of aspects of the 
Garin’s work in Akko, we introduce you to the Turgeman family. 
Please contact Ina Lerman to learn more about the opportuni-
ties to volunteer in Akko during your next trip to Israel. KMS 
will continue to support Garin Ometz Akko through 5777 and 
we hope each KMS member will contribute 
to this partnership.

The Turgeman family is one of the 
most special families in Garin 
Ometz Akko. Dedi (44) is a native 

of Akko who after sixteen years of study 
at Yeshivat Shavei Hevron returned to the city ten years ago 
with his wife Shuli (40) and children. Since then the family 
has engaged in important activities around Akko.

Ariel (19) is a member of an elite IDF unit. Hadar (17), Oz 
(16), Roni (14), Yael (12), Tamar (10), Moshe (7), and Maayan 
(3), are in schools in the city and around it.

The couple takes part in many social projects operated 
around Akko by Garin Ometz. Among other things, Dedi 
serves as rabbi of a pre-military academy funded by the Garin 
(“great kids coming to Akko from all parts of the country”), 
as rabbi for a congregation of new immigrants from the Bnei 
Menashe of India whose acculturation is supported by core 
members of the Garin, as caretaker at the community syna-
gogue, as an activist for the strengthening of the city center, 
as a member of the Garin management, and more.

Shuli, the daughter of Rabbi Eli Sadan, 
the founder of the first pre-military 
academy in Israel, also takes part in many 
projects in Akko. Among other things, 
she works during the day as a high-school 
teacher, and as municipal coordinator of 

the group of National Service girls operating in conjunction 
with the Garin in different social projects.

Meet the Turgeman Family
by Naftali Roznikovitch

continued on page 18
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• Intensive garment 
inspection and quality 
signoff processes

• Hand finishing
• Stain tracking 

processes
• Complimentary shirt 

buttons, collar stays

Highest Quality

• Mild, bio-degradable 
cleansing agents

• Better for your 
allergies and skin

• Less abrasive on your 
garments’ fabrics, 
dyes, buttons, and 
decorations

• Non-hazardous waste
• Non-carcinogenic

Eco-Friendly

• Same high quality 
delivered weekly to 
your home at no extra 
charge

• Clothes delivered in a 
complimentary 
reusable garment bag

• The low cost home 
delivery dry cleaner

• The only home 
delivery dry cleaner 
with a local 
neighborhood 
presence

• Call or email to 
arrange

Home Delivery

LookSharp is honored to serve KMS
10% of proceeds from KMS members are contributed to the 

KMS Keren Hasefer Fund

LookSharp uses the most expensive, highest quality eco-friendly detergents,
cleansing agents, filters, and maintenance products

LookSharp Cleaners:
Next to the CVS at the 
Randolph/Georgia/Layhill Road interchange

Randolph Road
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a 
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e
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Staples CVS
LookSharp Cleaners

301 933 2350
glenmontmanager@looksharpcleaners.com
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C I M E N T
Your Home Team

Direct: 301-346-9126 
Office: 301-468-0606

barbara@ciment.com  
www.ciment.com

 Barbara Ciment ‘Your Home Team’

WHY YOU SHOULD WORK WITH BARBARA CIMENT’S TEAM

Barbara Ciment, Associate Broker, Realtor®: Barbara is well-known throughout the Montgomery 
County region as a consistent top-producer with the highest ethical standards

Mel Ciment, Realtor®, Business Manager:  Manages web sites, marketing, advertising campaigns and 
supporting technologies and backs up Team services.

Emily Lurie, Realtor®, Associated Buyer's Agent: Over $45 Million in Sales; helped 100s of clients/
customers with sales and rentals; and sells many of our listings.

Judi Taragin Shields, Realtor®,  Associated Buyer's Agent: Multi-Million Dollar Producer working 
closely with Barbara to respond to customer and client needs and sells many of our listings

• Professional excellence in real estate transactions
• Experience and enthusiasm to help you 
• Successful and intense production in every market cycle
• Real estate technologies to represent and inform you
• Extensive professional contacts to help solve problems 

The Barbara Ciment Team
• Barbara Ciment & Mel Ciment, and My Buyer Specialists:                    

    Emily Lurie             and          Judi Taragin Shields

Emily Lurie

301-537-5712

Judi Shields
410-794-6479
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C I M E N T
Your Home Team

Direct: 301-346-9126 
Office: 301-468-0606

barbara@ciment.com  
www.ciment.com

 Barbara Ciment ‘Your Home Team’

I appreciate your recommendations, referrals    
and consistent support over the years.

– Barbara Ciment
Associate Broker, Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc

 #1 OFFICE PRODUCER 25 YEARS IN A ROW AND COUNTING
 $450 MILLION & 1,000 CAREER SALES 
 SERVICE TO ALL OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Call Today For My Free Market Analysis
Call Me: For All Your Real Estate Needs

• Purchase, Sale, ReFi, Relocating, Rentals, Retirement ...
• Free Market Analysis for Buyer Value or Seller Pricing
• Free customized comparable sold reports to appeal County Tax Assessments ...saving you lots of $$$
• Need the name of a contractor, electrician, painter, inspector, loan officer, lawyer, ... etc? We are glad to 

help. By the way, we never take compensation from our referred professionals:  They know that all we 
care about is that they take good care of our clients and customers that we refer!

 
Best Wishes for a  

חג שמח
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Rabbi, continued from page 3

third aspect of the holiday: Hodaa. The Rambam diverges 
from Rashi when it comes to the mechanism through which 
thanksgiving is expressed on Hanukkah. The Rambam con-
curs that Al Hanisim should be recited and that it is a form 
of expressing gratitude,13 but claims that the true character 
of thanksgiving is manifest in the lighting of the Hanukkah 
candles.14 The lighting of the candles and the publicizing of 
the miracles that God performed for the Jewish people is, 
itself, the epitome of appreciation and a maaseh hodaa, an 
act of gratitude.15 The more you appreciate something, the 
more you want to tell everyone about it. This is more explicitly 
mentioned by the Rambam later in chapter four of the Laws 
of Hanukkah where he says:

מצות נר חנוכה מצוה חביבה היא עד מאד וצריך אדם
להזהר בה כדי להודיע הנס ולהוסיף בשבח האל והודיה לו

על הנסים שעשה לנו…
The mitzvah of kindling Hanukkah lamps is very dear. 
A person should be very careful in its observance to 
publicize the miracle and thus increase our praise of God 
and our expression of thanks for the miracles which He 
wrought on our behalf…

The character of Hanukkah as captured in two of its three 
central components, Hallel and Hodaa, lies in stark contrast 
to the other and earlier rabbinically established holiday of 
Purim. Megillat Esther itself tells us that the days of Purim 
were established as days of Mishte and Simcha, feasting and 
rejoicing, as opposed to Hallel and Hodaa, praise and thanks-
giving. The Megilla16 says:

(כ) ויכתב מרדכי את הדברים האלה וישלח ספרים
 אל כל היהודים אשר בכל מדינות המלך אחשורוש 
הקרובים והרחוקים: (כא) לקים עליהם להיות עשים
 את יום ארבעה עשר לחדש אדר ואת יום חמשה 

 עשר בו בכל שנה ושנה: (כב) כימים אשר נחו בהם 
 היהודים מאויביהם והחדש אשר נהפך להם מיגון 

לשמחה ומאבל ליום טוב לעשות אותם ימי משתה 
ושמחה ומשלוח מנות איש לרעהו ומתנות לאביונים:

(20) And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters 
unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces of the 
king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, (21) to enjoin them 
that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month 
Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly (22) the 
days wherein the Jews had rest from their enemies, and 
the month which was turned unto them from sorrow to 
gladness, and from mourning into a good day; that they 
should make them days of feasting and gladness, and 
of sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.

This curious contrast between the establishment of Purim 
as a day of feasting and rejoicing and Hanukkah as a day of 

prayer and gratitude must be explained. Why would the sages 
deviate from the model of feasting on Purim that had already 
been established by the Megilla when they designed the holiday 
of Hanukkah?

R Mordechai Yaffe17 in his seminal work, Levush Malchut, 
provides an elucidation of the discrepancy. In the Purim story, 
says the Levush, the Jewish people were threatened with physi-
cal annihilation at the hands of Haman and were saved. That 
physical salvation is, appropriately, celebrated and memori-
alized through physical means of food, drink, costume, and 
merriment. Conversely, in the time of Hanukkah the physical 
safety of the Jewish people was not in jeopardy; rather, their 
spiritual safety was at risk. The broad reach and influence 
of Hellenism as well as, at times, the religious persecution 
imposed by the Syrian Greek Empire, were a danger to the 
continuity of Jewish belief and practice but not to physical 
survival. The triumph of the Jewish faith over the forces of 
assimilation is appropriately celebrated through acts of faith, 
prayer, and spiritualty. The preservation of the Torah en-
shrined in the celebration of Hanukkah is manifest not in the 
physical indulgence in food and drink, as on Purim, but in acts 
of religious character such as praise and thanksgiving.18 This 
approach of the Levush becomes the regnant understanding 
of the startling dissimilarity in the celebration of Purim and 
Hanukkah especially once it is quoted by the Mishna Berura 
on the page of the Shulchan Aruch itself.

While the Levush’s explanation is superficially compelling, 
it requires further clarification, as it does not appear to align 
with some of the well-known mores of Jewish life.19 After all, 
food is often used as a medium for spiritual celebration in 
Judaism;20 why is it specifically deemed unnecessary in the 
context of the spiritual triumph celebrated on Hanukkah? 
Judaism views physicality not as the antithesis of spirituality, 
but as a complement to it and even a vehicle towards it. While 
eating is an indulgence of our physicality, it is eating in the 
context of a spiritual moment that rises above simply satisfy-
ing hunger and acts as a means towards a certain spiritual and 
emotional experience.21

Food and meals are a vital part of our spirituality and 
certainly of the celebration of Shabbat and holidays, so it is 
peculiar to claim that because the victory of Hanukkah was a 
spiritual one that somehow it should not be celebrated through 
the medium of food. Even if the Levush is correct in his dif-
ferentiation between Purim and Hanukkah, his extrapolation 
to the absence of a meal requirement on Hanukkah requires 
a deeper understanding.

Insight into the commentary of the Levush can be deduced 
from a simple difference that Rabbi Soloveitchik22 points out 
between the texts of the Al Hanisim prayer that we recite on 
each occasion.
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continued on page 14

The Al Hanisim prayer of Purim is all about God. After de-
scribing the story of what transpired in the days of Mordechai 
and Esther, the punchline of the text is:

ואתה ברחמיך הרבים הפרת את עצתו וקלקלת את
מחשבתו והשבות לו גמולו בראשו

But You in your abundant mercy nullified his counsel and 
frustrated his intention and caused his design to return 
upon his own head

There is no mention of any human involvement on the 
part of Mordechai or Esther or the Jewish people in the one 
paragraph of our prayers that speaks of the miracle of Purim 
and the salvation of the Jewish people.23

Quite the reverse is true when it comes to the Al Hanisim 
prayer of Hanukkah that sits alongside it in the siddur. That 
text is very much about the partnership of Man and God. Yes, 
the prayer opens with an account of God’s mercy in much the 
same way that the Purim text:

ואתה ברחמיך הרבים עמדת להם בעת צרתם רבת
את רבם דנת את דינם נקמת את נקמתם

And You in your abundant mercy stood up for them in 
their time of distress. You took up their grievance, judged 
their claim, and avenged their wrong

However, the punchline is not about God, but what humans 
did after being helped by God:

ואחר כן באו בניך לדביר ביתך ופינו את היכלך וטהרו את
מקדשך והדליקו נרות בחצרות קדשך וקבעו שמונת ימי חנוכה

אלו
And afterwards Your children came into Your holy house 
and cleansed Your temple, purified the site of your Holi-
ness, and kindled lights in the courtyard of your sanctuary 
and established these eight days of Hanukkah

It is the Jewish people themselves, who brought about the 
miracle and transformed the miracle into a living reality that 
was worthy of celebration. They used the victory that God 
helped them to achieve in order to bring about a purification 
of the Temple. 24

Rabbi Soloveitchik justifies this difference: 
We learn from this that when the fight is spiritual, God 
invites the Jews to participate. When spiritual survival is 
at stake, man must take the initiative. Even though man 
is under the guidance of the Almighty, man takes the 
initiative, and therefore his role is recorded. However, 
when it is only a question of physical struggle, God acts 
differently…God uses the human hand as an instrument 
of His will. But Judaism has said that in this case, the man 
who is messenger of God should not be credited with the 
salvation.25

When it came to the physical threat of the Purim story, the 
miracle was theocentric: God used humans almost as puppets 
to fulfill his plan. When it came to the spiritual threats of Ha-

nukkah, the miracle was anthropocentric: The Maccabees had 
to decide actively to bring about a spiritual revival and that is 
not something God could bring about for them. They had to 
act to perpetuate the religious freedom that God helped them 
to achieve: The onus was on them and their efforts needed to 
be constantly reinforced. 26

What we see from Rabbi Soloveitchik’s explanation of the Al 
Hanisim prayer is a fascinating dichotomy about the nature of 
the two holidays themselves that expands our appreciation for 
the physical-spiritual divide mentioned by the Levush and how 
that divide makes a festive obligatory meal more appropriate 
for Purim than Hanukkah. 

Purim is the celebration of God’s hand. It is the celebration 
of a one-time miraculous event of the past when God, through 
the medium of human beings, “swooped in” to save His people 
from annihilation at the hands of an enemy that was there one 
day and gone the next. Granted, there would, unfortunately, 
be others like Haman that would follow, but at the moment, 
the threat was neutralized and the crisis was over. 

Hanukkah is not the celebration of a one-time event or story. 
The threat of Hellenism was lessened after the war of the Mac-
cabees when the Jewish people gained the strength, ability, and 
leadership to protect the Torah. However, the threat was not 
over. The threat of Hellenism was as much a reality the day 
after Hanukkah as it was the day before. The only thing that 
changed was that human beings gained the recognition that 
with their own efforts and a little help from God they could be 
successful at keeping the forces of assimilation at bay and re-
igniting a passion and commitment to God’s Torah. Constant 
effort was required even after the miracle had occurred—in 
that time and for all time. Hanukkah is the celebration of God’s 
invitation for human beings to take charge of their spiritual 
destiny and run with it. Hanukkah is not a one-time event of 
the past, but the ongoing charge and challenge to Jews of all 
time to assert their spiritual commitment. 

It is this distinction between Purim and Hanukkah, past and 
ever-present, that makes a meal the appropriate celebration for 
one and not for the other. A festive meal is a time to celebrate 
an event of the past as captured by the popular expression 
“They tried to kill us, we won, let’s eat!” which implies that the 
threat is over, we have moved past it, it is done, and now we 
can sit down comfortably and eat. Yes, a meal filled with food 
can be a spiritual experience as it is on Shabbat and Yom Tov, 
but a meal in commemoration of a miracle conveys a sense of 
finality and closure that is only fitting for Purim. 

On Purim, a meal is quite appropriate: Purim commemo-
rates the physical salvation that was brought about by God at 
a particular moment in history. People sit down at a Purim 
meal to remember that historic event of the past. In contrast, 
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Hanukkah was established as much to celebrate the spiritual 
efforts of human beings to purify the Temple and renew a 
commitment to the Jewish faith, as it was to celebrate the mi-
raculous help that the Jewish people had from God. A festive 
meal might signify that the spiritual struggle of the Maccabees 
is a thing of the past when in reality the message of Hanukkah 
is that it is a struggle very much in the present. We cannot sit 
down comfortably and eat as if the work of the Maccabees is 
over and done with. We want to remind ourselves that, in the 
realm of the spiritual where the initiative is incumbent upon 
human beings, the work is never done. We are not passive 
celebrants of an historical event, but partners with God and 
with the Maccabees of old in furthering their work to preserve, 
foster, and maintain our faith in all environments.

May we fulfill the mandate of Hanukkah, of Hallel, of Hodaa, 
and of Pirsum Hanes (publicizing the miracle), by picking up 
where the Maccabees left off and continuing to exercise our 
human capacity to perpetuate the Torah and its values with 
love and commitment.
notes:
1See Rema OC 470:2 quoting the Ran and Kol Bo.
2There is evidence that some Rishonim (Or Zarua) perhaps felt there 
was a mitzvah of seudah on Hanukkah and there were certainly 
Achronim (Maharal) who felt there was a partial status of seudat 
mitzvah to a Hanukkah meal (reflected in the opinion of the Rema 
in Shulchan Aruch) and some that felt there was a full requirement 
(Maharshal). However, by and large, there is consensus about the 
lack of seudah obligation on Hanukkah. For a full treatment of the 
subject of meals on Hanukkah and the definition of Seudat Mitzvah 
see R Alter Hilivitz, Chikrei Zemanim p.280-301.
3The language of the Maharam and of the Shulchan Aruch of 
“the increased meals that people have on Hanukkah” implies that 
throughout Jewish history people did make additional meals in 
celebration of Hanukkah. One might get the impression that, 
instinctively, Jews understood that the way to celebrate a holiday 
in Judaism was through food whether or not there was a formal 
mitzvah to eat, which reinforces the question of this essay about 
the conspicuous absence of a formal requirement of seudah on 
Hanukkah (see below).
413th century Germany.
5Mordechai (13th century Germany) commentary to Pesachim 
Siman 425.
6Tashbetz Katan (R. Simeon b. Tzemach Duran. 14-15th century 
Spain) 170.
7Tur (R. Yakov ben Asher. 14th century Spain) OC 470.
8Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 21b.
9Rashi ad loc. s.v. “Yamim Tovim.”
10Rambam, Mishne Torah Laws of Megilla and Hanukkah 3:3.
11As the Rambam himself notes in the continuation of this halacha:

וימים אלו הן הנקראין חנוכה והן אסורין בהספד ותענית כימי הפורים
12Ibid 3:5.
13Rambam, Mishne Torah, Laws of Tefila 2:13.
14It is worth noting that according to Rashi’s reading of the Gemara, 
our sages construction of the holiday as Yom Tov with Hallel and 
Hodaa does not include the lighting of the candles which is the 
essential mitzvah of the day. One would have to explain that for 
Rashi the mitzvah of the day and the character of the day are two 
separate categories.
15See Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Harerei Kedem Vol. 1, Siman 165:4.
16Megillat Esther 9:20-22.

17Mordecai ben Avraham Yaffe (16th century Prague and Posen). Yaffe 
began working on a code of Jewish law at the time when R Yosef Karo 
came out with his Beit Yosef commentary on the Tur. By the time 
Yaffe published the Levush R Yosef Karo had already published the 
Shulchan Aruch and R Moshe Isserless had added his glosses. This 
integration, very similar to the Levush, gained widespread popularity, 
eclipsed the Levush and became the main code of halacha for the 
entirety of the Jewish people the world round.
18Levush Malchut, OC 470.

ומפני שלא נמסרו ישראל באותו זמן ביד מושל אחד שהיה מושל
עליהם להריגה כמו שהיה בימי המן, אלא שבאו האויבים עליהם
למלחמה ולא בקשו מהם אלא ההכנעה, ולהיות ידם תקיפה על

ישראל ולהעבירם על דתם,כידוע ממעשה אנטיוכסיד שלא גזר עליהם
להרוג ולהשמיד רק צרות ושמדות כדי להמיר דתם, כדרך המלכים

 המנצחים זה את זה וכובשין אחד מדינות חבריהם ומכריחן לאמונתן, 
ואם היו ישראל מכניעים להם להיות כבושים תחת ידם ולהעלות להם
מס וחוזרים לאמונתם חלילה, לא היו מבקשים יותר, אלא שנתן השם

יתברך וגברה יד ישראל ונצחום, לכך לא קבעום אלא להלל 
 ולהודות, ולא למשתה ושמחה,כלומר כיון שהם רצו למנוע אותנו מזה

לכפור בדת ח"ו, ובעזרתו יתברך לא הפיקו זממם וגברה ידינו, לכך
קבעו אותם לחזור ולשבח ולהודות לו על שהיה לנו לאלהים ולא עזבנו

מעבודתו,טו אבל בימי המן שהיתה הגזירה להרוג ולהשמיד את 
הגופות שהוא ביטול משתה ושמחה,ולא את הנפשות שאפילו המירו

דתם ח"ו לא היה מקבל אותם, לכך כשנצלו ממנו קבעו להללו ולשבחו
יתברך גם כן על ידי משתה ושמחה 

19Already in the 17th century there were those, such as R David Halevi 
Segal, Taz, who questioned the logic of the Levush, and there were 
those who argued in his favor, such as R Eliya Shapira of Prague, 
Eliya Raba.

ט"ז אורח חיים סימן תרע
 ובלבוש חילק ואמר כי בפורים היה הצלת נפשות ובחנוכה לא היה

הצלת נפשות כי היונים לא בקשו נפשות רק ההכנעה והעברת דת 
 ואין זה נכון דהא פירש"י בפ' כי תצא דגדול המחטיא את האדם יותר

ממהורגו:

אליה רבה סימן תרע
(טו) אבל בימי המן וכו'. והט"ז [שם] חילק דבימי המן הנס מפורסם 

להצלת נפשות לכך יש שמחה בעולם הזה, משא"כ בחנוכה אף 
שהישועה היתה במלחמה מכל מקום לא היה מפורסם על צד הנס רק 
בנרות. והב"ח [ס"ד] חילק דבפורים הגזירה היתה על שנהנו מסעודת 

רשע, ובחנוכה גזירה היתה על שהתרשלו בעבודה: 
20There are many occasions when we celebrate a spiritual event 
through the medium of food. It is for this reason that at the most 
spiritual times of our week and our year we are commanded to 
consecrate those moments through food. There is a mitzvah every 
Shabbat to have three meals (Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 117b), and there 
is a mitzvah to eat two meals on Yom Tov and to indulge in meat and 
wine as a fulfillment of the mitzvah of Simchat Yom Tov (Rambam, 
Hilchot Yom Tov 6:17-18). Even when we abstain from food on Yom 
Kippur, we have a mitzvah to make up for it beforehand. 
21The Chassidic masters of the very earliest generation after the Baal 
Shem Tov coined the phrase “avodah begashmiyus,” service through 
physicality (as opposed to service in spite of physicality). They coined 
this phrase in order to popularize what our sages, laws, and traditions 
always professed, which was that food can be a vehicle towards greater 
spirituality if used correctly.
22Days of Deliverance p.121-124.
23This is, of course, quite strange, as the Megillah itself makes it very 
clear that Esther and Mordechai’s human efforts were instrumental 
in bringing about the salvation of the Jewish people.
24The same distinction we see between the two Al Hanisim prayers can 
be drawn between the “harav es rivenu” blessing on Purim, which is 
all about God and the “hanerot halalu” prayer recited on Hanukkah, 
which is all about God and human effort.
25Ibid p.124.
26As evidenced by the eventual downfall of the line of the Hasmoneans 
soon after the Hanukkah story.

Rabbi, continued from page 13
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truck in Monsey, New York. The owners of the truck agreed 
to travel to Silver Spring, and sure enough, they towed an 
ornately decorated van complete with a spinning crown with 
flashing lights, four loudspeakers for music and an elaborately 
decorated chuppah—clearly unique! 

Rabbi Weinberg set out prescribed 
procedures for the hachnasat sefer 
Torah. Within those guidelines, our 
priority was to enlist maximal com-
munity participation so that every-
one would have a chance to connect 
with the new Torah. In addition, we 
saw an opportunity for members of 
KMS to help fund repairs of the existing sifrei Torah in the 
shul. Members of KMS could sponsor the final letters of the 
Torah, written by the sofer in our house before the parade, 
with the proceeds going to KMS’ Keren haSefer fund. After 
each letter, the sofer made a ceremony with that letter’s sponsor 
reciting a pasuq and holding the feather, followed by a Marc 
Engelhart “photo op” with the sofer. Time constraints limited 
the opportunity to 50 members. (For those who wanted but 

were unable to download their photos from the KMS web site, 
we’re going to print them out from the DVD.)

While the Torah was drying inside the house, Sheldon’s 
brother Fred and Laura’s brother Ahron talked briefly 
about their parents outside on our lawn. Once the Torah 

had dried, and after hagbahah and 
gelilah, came the parade in which an 
estimated 350-400 people marched. 
Making the parade happen required 
permits from Montgomery County 
and communication with the Police 
Department, including preapproval 
of the route and posted notifications 
along the route. We are indebted to 

Ira Rabin for coordinating this effort. We also want to thank 
Don and Marilyn Schwartz for allowing us to march across 
their driveway, a sudden necessity when we were informed 
that we could not go down Kemp Mill Road as our parade 
conflicted with an event at St. Andrew’s Church.

We invited all the community rabbis to take turns carrying 
the new Torah scroll from our house to KMS. Among those 

Donna Lawrence Events
WEDDING CONSULTING           PARTY PLANNING&

Donna Lawrence Events offers a wide range of event planning and coordinating services

for all of life’s special events, non-profits, meetings and conferences.

301 • 649 • 2226 or 240 • 355 • 6202 
dlawrenceevents@gmail.com

www.DonnaLawrenceEvents.com

Be a Guesttat Your Own Event

continued on page 16

Sefer Torah, continued from page 1
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able to participate were Rabbi Bieler, Rabbi Israel, Rabbi 
Wolvovsky, Rabbi Kosowsky, Rabbi Levitt, Rabbi Shields and 
of course Rabbi Weinberg. Pictures of the parade do not fully 
convey how truly “over the top” it all was, clearly a joyous spec-
tacle.  Fortunately, the poles of the chuppah were on wheels, 
greatly simplifying the pro-
cession up the hills on Kersey 
and Kemp Mill Roads. Twelve 
eighth-grade boys, under the 
direction of Rabbi Shields 
from the Berman Hebrew 
Academy, took turns pushing 
the contraption to the shul. 

As the parade made its way up Clintwood, the gabba’im from 
all the minyanim, under the direction of Jonathan Rosenberg, 
took all the sifrei Torah from the shul and held them in the 
parking lot to welcome their new “fellow,” amidst lots of music 

and dancing with those in attendance on a massive collective 
spiritual high. It warmed our hearts to see all sorts of people in 
attendance, from 1960s-era hippie types to black-hat hareidim. 
Consistent with KMS’ commitment to maximal participa-
tion of women within halachic boundaries, two women took 
out sifrei Torah, including the one donated by the Women’s 

Tefillah Group, with which 
interested women danced in 
the parking lot.

Inside the shul, both of us 
and Rabbi Weinberg spoke. 
Rabbi Bieler was honored 
with opening the aron for 
the new Torah to be taken 

out for its inaugural use. Two of our grandsons, Benny and 
Shai, who became b’nei mitzvah a little less than a year ago, 
divided the reading of the Aliya for hatan Torah at the end 
of sefer Devarim. This was very special to us, and to Laura’s 

Sefer Torah, continued from page 15
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mother, as Benny and Shai used to relate divrei Torah every 
Friday afternoon to Laura’s father z”l and still do so with her 
mother. The shul sponsored a delicious dairy lunch, attended 
by at least 250 people, after which there was an early Mincha 
so Laura’s brother could daven with a minyan before heading 
back to Brooklyn.

We are grateful beyond words for the way so many people 
took ownership of pieces of the event. We therefore want to 
conclude with our shout-outs: first, to Rabbi Weinberg for his 
spiritual and halachic guidance throughout the process. We 
also express our appreciation to President Benny Berkowitz for 
his work negotiating the contract governing the contribution 
and ownership of the sefer Torah and, with Benny in Japan, 
First Vice President Saul Newman for his role as emcee. Thanks 
to Anne Green, a retired graphic artist, for creating the beauti-
ful publicity poster. Ira Rabin was our indefatigable logistics 
coordinator. As we noted earlier, he obtained the parade permit 

from Montgomery County, notified and, along with Michael 
Eisenstadt, coordinated with the Police Department, and made 
sure notification posters were hung around the neighborhood. 
Kudos to Michael Zatman for engineering the parade route, 
as well as the ordering and switching-off of which rabbis 
carried the scroll and when. Thanks also to Rabbi Shields, 
who stepped up to recruit the eighth-grade boys to push the 
chuppah along the parade route. Kol hakavod to Adam Faleder, 
who has tirelessly volunteered for our youth over the years, and 
recruited group leaders to help engage the kids in the event. 
For memorializing the event with his splendid photography, 
a heartfelt “todah rabbah” to Marc Engelhart.

Most of all, we thank all of you, our fellow community 
members, who attended and participated, and express our 
heartfelt hope that the hachnasat sefer Torah will take its place 
in a long series of joyous, spiritually meaningful community-
building events.
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“I was born in Akko, grew up in Akko and I got back together 
with my family in Akko, the place where I grew up. Giving 
back to the community and the city is a great and an unusual 
privilege,” Dedi says. “We do not believe in platitudes and 
declarations but surely we all see a great common value and 
meaning of life in giving back to the community. Education 
for giving is an important value in our home and even the kids 
themselves take part in the activities, through the Grace Center 
of the Garin. From a very young age, anyone can participate 
and even initiate activities—from weekly package-giving for 
needy families to participation in packaging hundreds of food 
parcels for the holidays.”

As a native of the city, Dedi is well aware of changes in Akko 
in recent decades. “There is no doubt,” he says, “that Garin 

Ometz, during its twenty years of operation throughout the 
city—with the absorption of young families that come to us 
from all parts of the country, with the volume of activity for 
the city and the Galilee—is one of the most influential factors 
in the city and helped with its advancement in recent years. 
Still, there is much more work to be done and there are other 
areas in Akko that need support and strengthening. We hope 
to continue to promote the city through Garin Ometz.“

The Turgemans want to thank the Kemp Mill community. 
“We are getting updates,” Dedi says, “on your impressive giving 
and activities on behalf of Akko for the last three years and 
we are very excited. We are very proud to be partners with a 
group of people like you. There is no doubt that all of you 
are genuine partners in Akko and more. You are all welcome 
to our home!”

A Garin Family, continued from page 8
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DONATIONS
We regret that ongoing technical difficulties have impeded us 

in our attempt to report in these pages the donations KMS has 
recently received in honor of and in memory of its members 
and friends. We are confident that the problem will be resolved 
in time for us to resume reporting donations in our next issue.

In the meantime, we want to assure our readers that we 
fully understand the importance of the Donations pages, and 
deeply regret our inability to publish them. Even though they 
don't appear here, all donations to KMS have been correctly 
recorded, and appropriate notifications have been sent.
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