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When Rachel died, Jacob and his family were only a short distance
from Bethlehem. Yet he did not bring his most beloved wife Rachel
into that town to be buried, nor did he bring her home with him to
Hebron, but he buried her in the middle of nowhere, on the side of the
road. Why? Jacob foresaw that in the future, following the destruction
of the First Temple in 423 BCE, the Jews would be driven from their
homes and forced into exile in Babylon. On their dispirited march, they
would pass on this very road and cry to Rachel. They would take
courage from her presence, and she would beseech G‑d on their behalf.

The prophet Jeremiah, who lived through those events, describes what
happened (Jeremiah 31:14): A voice is heard on high, wailing, bitterly
crying. Rachel weeps for her children. She refuses to be consoled for
they are gone. Jeremiah also tells us G‑d’s response: “Restrain your
voice from weeping, “hold back your eyes from their tears. “For your
work has its reward and your children shall return to their border.”

According to the Midrash, at that time the other patriarchs, matriarchs
and Moses, too, begged for mercy. But G‑d remained silent. Then Rachel
lifted her voice and elicited the promise of redemption. “O Lord of the
Universe,” she argued. “Consider what I did for my sister Leah. All the
work that Jacob did for my father was only so that he could marry me;
however, when the time came for me to enter the nuptial canopy, they
brought my sister instead. Not only did I keep my silence, but I gave
her the secret password which Jacob and I had agreed on. You, too, if
Your children have brought Your rival into Your house, keep Your
silence.” Immediately, G‑d’s mercy was aroused and He responded: “For
you, Rachel, I will bring Israel back to their place.” Rachel is the
quintessential Jewish mother, sacrificing for our well-being and
security. This feeling of limitless love and motherly concern is what
draws people to her tomb to this day.

1) Why was Yaakov both "afraid" and "distressed?" (32:8)?
2) In what three ways did Yaakov prepare for his
encounter with Esav?
3) What two things does Yaakov walk away with from his
wrestling match and how do they affect us to this day?
4) What is the meaning of the expression ַאֲחרֹון ַאֲחרֹון ָחִביב
and where does it come up in our parsha?
5) Why are there dots over the word ֵּקהו ָ ׁשּ ִּ when Eisav וַי
reunites with Yaakov (33:4)?
6) What is the meaning of the words (33:18)
ֵלם ?וַיָּבֹא יֲַעקֹב ׁשָ
7) Who kidnapped Dinah and who saved her?
8) Who was born and who died on the way back to
Chevron?
9) Why does  the pasuk (35:22) say 
ֽר" ֵנ֥ים ָעׂשָ ְֽהי֥וּ ְבֵנֽי־יֲַעקֹ֖ב ׁשְ ִּ  ?"וַי
10) This week's Haftara comes from the book of Ovadiah,
the shortest Sefer in Tanach. How many perakim are in
this Sefer?

What would you do?
Discussion starter for your Shabbat table..

Did You Know?

What do you want more of in your
life? What do you want less of?

Parsha Questions
Answers are on the back

ַלח ִּׁשְ VaYishlach - וַי
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Shabbat Shalom! This Shabbat is the celebration of my bar mitzvah, and I wish I could be addressing you from the
Youth Minyan, instead of having you read my D’var Torah on the computer. But I guess this is how we’ll do it for
now. So let’s get started—Does anybody remember my twin sister Amy’s D’var Torah that she gave about Parsha
Vayishlach last year? No? Great! Well, then do you ever wonder why people point to the Torah with their pinky
during Hagbah? Let me tell you why! I’m just kidding! Amy wrote her D’var Torah last year about the pinky thing and
why we do it, so I’m not going to do the same thing. She brought in several great sources—the Me’Am Lo’Ez,
Shulchan Aruch, and ultimately came to the conclusion that it is our obligation as Jewish men and women to always
ask “Why?”

I would like to propose that it is our obligation as Jewish men and women to ask, “What If?” However, we have to
ask, "What If?" with a certain purpose. If we ask that question in order to compare if something better is around the
corner, there's no value there. If we ask that question with negativity, there's no purpose there. But if you ask,
"What If?" not with the intent to compare your life or to create negativity, then a new question arises.  How does
the story change after the "What If?" Think about the story between Esav and Yaacov, and all of the "What If's" in
their story. What if Yaacov had actually been the firstborn son? Would any of this brother drama had happened? Or
in another scenario, what if Rivka had not come up with her plan to switch out her sons during Yitzchak's bracha of
the firstborn? Yitzchak would have blessed Esav, and likely, there would have been no friction between the
brothers. Additionally, Yaacov would not have had to flee to Charan, and he might not have met Rachel and Leah,
and maybe our entire Jewish history would have been different. Is it possible that the definition of our Avot
(Fathers) and Imot (Mothers) would be different all because of an alternate "What If?" scenario? Maybe. 

And then in my parsha, Parsha Vayishlach, years later, when the brothers are getting ready to meet, Yaacov again
asks "What If?" What if my brother should wage war on my family? What if my brother should welcome me?
Interestingly, he prepares for both "What If" scenarios—preparing his flocks and family, but also bringing gifts to
appease his brother. He wants to work past the negative and approach the "What If" from the positive perspective.
I think about my role now as a Bar Mitzvah and what I'm supposed to do.  I think about a D'var Torah that my great-
grandfather, Rav Asher Bookspan, z"l, after whom I am named, wrote about the obligations of a Bar Mitzvah. 
He explained that we first find the concept of a Bar Mitzvah at the end of the fifth Perek, the fifth chapter, of Perkei
Avot, Ethics of the Fathers.  Yehuda ben Teema is listing the ages for starting various Jewish practices.

Ozzie Hollander - 7th Grade

1) Rashi -  He was afraid he would be killed. He was distressed that he
would have to kill.
2) Rashi 32:9 - He sent gifts, he prayed, and he prepared for war.
3) He gets a new name Yisrael (the source for the name Israel) and an
injury (we do not eat the Gid HaNashe).
4) "Last is most precious" - Rashi 33:2 says that Yaakov put Rachel 
and Yosef last when meeting to Eisav because they were his most
beloved.
5) Rashi quotes 2 opinions: a) The dots show that Eisav did not really
kiss Yaakov with a full heart, or b) even though generally Eisav hated
Yaakov, at this moment he was overcome with mercy and sincerely
kissed him.
6) Rashi - Yaakov was "whole" in body (his limp was healed), in money
(his flock replenished), and in Torah (he did not forget his Torah living
with Lavan).
7) Shechem kidnapped her and her brothers Shimon and Levi saved
her.
8) Rachel died while giving birth to Binyamin.
9) Rashi - To stress that all of them, including Reuven, were righteous.
10) The entire book of Ovadiah is just one chapter long!

 Dvar Torah

Parsha Answers Elisheva's Parsha Challah

Did you know that Rachel died at the age of 36? Such a short life
for our matriarch. but in that short time she was the greatest

woman and became the mother of the Jewish people. She died
because she chose to do what she thought was the right thing to
do. But her influence doesn’t end there. Even now we know that

Rachel cries for her children. she is looking out for us every step
of the way and is protecting us. I find that comforting. Her burial
place is one where we can go daven and ask Rachel for help when

we need it. This challah of Kever Rachel is in her honor and
memory. Shabbat shalom!



when a person is 13, he is supposed to observe the 613 mitzvot.  There are 248 positive – בן שלוש עשרה למצוות 
mitzvot corresponding to the parts of the body and 365 negative mitzvot corresponding to the days in a year. 327
mitzvot apply only to a person living in Israel or to the Beit HaMikdash, the holy temple.  So we subtract 327 from
613 and that leaves 286 mitzvot.  From the 286 remaining mitzvot, 46 deal with marriage, and 22 concern a Kohen
or Levi.  Because I am not married, nor a Kohen or Levi, we see that there are another 68 mitzvot that do not apply
to me.  We’re now down to 218.  Another 10 mitzvot apply to the head of a household, 35 mitzvot apply to judges
and courtroom proceedings, and 50 negative mitzvot deal with avoda zara, worshiping of idols.  In addition, 8
mitzvot can be performed only by parents, 6 by slave owners, and 8 are related to a nazir, a person who has taken
vows not to drink liquor or cut his hair.  This list of mitzvot add up to 117, so remove them from the remaining 218
and that leaves 101. From that list of 101 mitzvot, 4 are for kings, and 20 mitzvot concern business, loans and
deposits.  Another 4 have to do with making peace.  Perhaps some of our current politicians need to study these in
great detail, but I don’t have to worry about them now.  7 mitzvot are connected to cursing, using G-d’s name.  I
hope I never have to worry about observing those mitzvot.  6 mitzvot apply to inheritance, and 10 mitzvot are
regarding death and burial process.  Both inheritance and burial are things I hope I don’t need to deal with for a
long time.  So we take away 51 from 101 and that leaves 50. From the remaining 50, 4 deal with owning a house,
and 8 deal with accidental happenings that occur only under special circumstances and cannot be anticipated.  So
we take away another 12 and we are left with 38. So according to my great-grandfather, I have to follow 38 mitzvot.
In the 38 figure, on a regular basis we have mitzvot like Shabbat, kashrut, tefillin, benching, and davening.  But still,
the number is 38 and not 1, so my great-grandfather asks, "Why do we call a boy a Bar Mitzvah? Shouldn’t we
instead call him Bar Mitzvot? Son of the Mitzvot in plural, rather than singular?"

We find in the Chumash of Devorim, Parshat Netzavim, the following p’sookim:“ כי המצוה הזאת אשר אנכי מצוך היום”
The mitzvah that I am commanding you today.“לא־נפלאת הוא ממך”It is not too wondrous for you.“ולא רחקה הוא׃”And
it is not too far away.“לא בשמים הוא”It is not in the heavens.“לאמר” That you would say“מי יעלה־לנו השמימה ויקחה לנו
and it is not across ”ולא־מעבר לים הוא“.Who will go up for it, take it so that we can listen and do it”וישמענו אתה ונעשנה׃
the sea“לאמר” That you would say“מי יעבר־לנו אל־עבר הים”Who will go across the sea“ויקחה לנו וישמענו אתה ונעשנה”To
take it so that we can listen and do it.”כי־קרוב אליך הדבר מאד”But this thing is very close.“בפיך ובלבבך לעשתו׃”It is in
your mouth and heart to do this mitzvah. Now what mitzvah are we talking about? It’s in the singular. We could say
that it means the one mitzvah is to do all the mitzvot.  We find toward the end of the G’mara named makot where
various prophets have taken the mitzvot and reduced them to 10, to 7, to 3 and even to 1 where they are trying to
list them as categories and it ends up as one. It makes sense if we look at the Rambam, where it says about
observing mitzvot.  He says a person can only do one mitzvah at a time and we have a proof from the G’mara.  It
states העוסק במצווה פטור מן המצוה.  When you are doing a mitzvah you do not have to stop to do another mitzvah. 
 The Rambam continues, "If a person performs a מצוה בשלמות, a mitzvah in its completeness in every little detail, he
is promised a portion of olam haba, the world to come. So at any time, all you have to do is one mitzvah. Perhaps
this is what is meant. When someone becomes 13, he is a bar mitzvah.  He is obligated to do all the mitzvot, but
what he must do is one mitzvah at a time.  So he has to start a mitzvah and do it in its entirety and give it 100%. And
if you do one mitzvah at a time, you are a bar mitzvah, and that is a second reason for being called a bar mitzvah,
and with Hashem’s help, I will be able to perform each mitzvah in its entirety.

My great-grandfather wrote the above explanation about what it means to be a bar mitzvah, and I believe I
understand what he is talking about.  I believe he meant that it's good to ask, "What If," but not to question or
wonder what else might be around the bend?  Instead, ask "What if I can make myself a better person by doing one
mitzvah?" What if I get up a little earlier to daven each day? What if I set aside special time to learn something new?
What if I work a little harder to help somebody in need? I think that's our obligation as Jewish men and women to
ask, "What If?" and be prepared to answer the question. Shabbat Shalom. 
I would like to dedicate this D'var Torah to Rav Asher Bookspan, z"l.


