
1) Why does Moshe teach the laws of Shabbat before giving
instructions about the Mishkan? 
2) Of all the 39 Melachot, why is kindling fire on Shabbat
mentioned individually (35:3)? 
3) What amazing thing happened when Moshe called for
donations to the Mishkan? 
4) Why does it say ויבואו האנשים על הנשים (the men came "on" 
the women) instead of אם הנשים ("with" the women)? 
5) Who were the last to contribute to the Mishkan? [Hint: why 
is the word "והנשאם" written without the letter YUD?] 
6) How did the Nesiim make up for their mistake? 
7) Why are the tribes of Betzalel (Yehuda) and Ohaliav (Dan), 
the 
two architects of the Mishkan, significant? 
8) Why did not Moshe not want to accept the mirrors the 
women donated to build the Kiyor, and why did Hashem tell 
him to accept them? 
9) How did the kiyor promote peace? 
10) When was the Mishkan actually constructed?
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Eating Cholent On Shabbat
(chabad.org) 

 

In the times of the Sages of the Gemara
there was a group of people known as the
“Tzedokim” (Sadducees). They accepted

only the Written Torah and refused to follow
the explanations and interpretations
rendered in the Oral Torah. Their

philosophy was that Torah should be
translated literally. According to them, the
pasuk “Do not kindle fire in any of your

dwellings on Shabbat” forbids one to have
any fire burning during Shabbat, even when
kindled before Shabbat. Thus, on Shabbat
they would sit in the dark and eat cold
food. To demonstrate that we have no
affiliation with the Tzedokim and their

erroneous theories, we intentionally let food
cook on the fire during Shabbat and eat it

for the afternoon meal.

Brachot 60b
 

 כל דעביד רחמנא לטב עביד 
 

Everything that God does is for the best



Parsha Answers: 

This Week In
Jewish History

Tefilla Insights

Key Number or Word 
In The Parsha

Adar 26
(Aish.com)

 

Yahrtzeit of Sara Schneirer (1890-1935), pioneering founder
of the "Bais Yaakov" girls schools. In Europe during the
early 20th century, the lack of a formalized education

system for girls was placing Jewish girls at risk of
assimilation. Schneirer was a seamstress in Krakow,

Poland, who started a school, to convey the beauty and
wisdom of traditional Judaism, with emphasis on character

development. She wrote: "People are such perfectionists
when it comes to clothing their bodies. Are they so

particular with the needs of their soul?" Schneirer trained
other women to set up similar schools, and today Bais

Yaakov is a worldwide network of hundreds of high
schools. Sara Schneirer was not blessed with children of

her own, yet it has been said that she influenced 20th
century Jewry, more than any other individual.

Yishtabach
(outorah.org) 

 

Yishtabach Shimcha Laad Malkaynu - Your name shall be
praised forever- is the opening phrase of the final blessing of
the section of Shacharit - Pesukei Dezimra. Despite the fact

that this is a blessing, it does not begin with the formula
Baruch Atoh because it is a continuation of the blessing at the

end of Baruch Sheamar said at the beginning of Pesukei
Dezimra (this is called in Jewish Law a Beracha Smucha

Lechaverta a blessing connected to another). The psalms and
verses we recite in between are relevant praises and therefore

are appropriately inserted between the opening and closing
blessings. 

 
The opening phrase - Yishtabach Shimcha Laad Malkaynu -

Your name shall be praised forever states that despite the fact
that we could never properly express sufficient praise and

acknowledgement of our Creator, we are nevertheless
concluding this segment of our prayers and advancing to a new
arena. Rav Schwab zt"l points out in the beginning of his book
On Prayer that the structure of our prayer service is organized
like a processional through the Beit Hamikdash starting with
the Ezrat Nashim outside the gates of the Temple, advancing

through the courtyards to the Ulam /Antechamber, making our
way into the Haychal / Holy place, and continuing on to find
ourselves symbolically in the Holy of Holies, beseeching G-d

with our private Amidah.

1) Rashi 35:2 - This shows that building the Mishkan was not allowed
on Shabbat.
2) Seforno 35:3 - Even though burning is generally destructive, it can
be constructive as well (ex. it is used in many of the other Melachot).
3) 36:5-6 - So many contributions came in that Moshe had to ask the
people to stop donating!
4) Ramban 35:22 - The women came 1st before the men. [During
Cheit HaEigel the men contributed gold, but the women did not.]
5) Rashi 35:27 - The Nesiim waited to see what materials would be
needed for the Mishkan after all the donations came in, but there
were so many gifts that there was nothing left for them to
contribute. The missing letter Yud, the smallest letter, which
represents humility, is therefore missing from their name.
6) Rashi 35:27 - They were the first to bring the קרבנות for the מלואים,
the dedication of the משכן.
7) Rashi 35:34 - Yehuda was one of the greatest shevatim and Dan
one of the lowest. But all 12 tribes are equal when it comes to
Hashem.
8) Rashi 38:8 - Moshe thought it was inappropriate to use mirrors
people used to look nice for the Mishkan. But Hashem told him 
these were most acceptable since they were used to build affection
between couples even in Avdut Mitzrayim.
9) Rashi 38:8 - Its waters helped a woman accused of adultery to
prove her innocence.
10) The Vilna Gaon (Shir HaShirim, 1:4) - Moshe came down from the
mountain on Yom Kippur, the 10th of Tishrei. Then he gathered 
them (Vayakhel, 35:1) and told them about the Mishkan on the 11th
of Tishrei. Then the people brought donations for the next two days
(36:3) and then on the 14th of Tishrei the craftsmen weighed and
counted the donations and then the actual building of the Mishkan
started on the 15th of Tishrei.

Nadiv - נדיב
(thejc.com)

 

Northern Israel boasts a nature reserve called Ramat
Hanadiv, the Benefactor’s Heights — it sounds better

in Hebrew. Nadiv means both generous and noble.
Moses collects donations for the construction of the
Tabernacle from the nediv lev, the generous of heart
(Exodus 35:22). However, Psalms 113:7-8 praises God
for raising the poor from the dust, to set them with

the nedivim, the people in power. Proverbs 19:6
brings together both meanings, “Many court the

favour of a nadiv, and all are friends of a dispenser of
gifts.” As the French medieval commentator, Rabbi

Levi ben Gershon explains, “Generosity (nedivut) is a
good trait, for important people will seek the nadiv

to receive from his kindness.” Nedivut places one in a
leadership position. Pre-state Israel’s great

benefactor, Edmond de Rothschild (1845-1935) was
simply called hanadiv. Ramat Hanadiv is but one site

dedicated to his memory. Nadiv denotes both the
munificence and aristocracy of Baron de Rothschild.


