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What would you do?

Pal"aSha Discussion starter for your Shabbat table..

Quiz If a friend starts speaking Lashon
?' ? Harah to you and you don't want to

hear it, but you also do not want to
embarrass them, how could you

Elementary: handle it?

1) What is Tzaraat and what does it look like on

someone's skin? Did You Khow?

2) Who do you go to to determine if it is Tzaraat? Rabbi Israel Meir Hakohen of Radin wrote an entire book about Lashon

3) For what sin does a person get Tzaraat? Erom Harah. The book is called Chafetz Chaim (which caused the author to be
o ; known as the “Chafetz Chaim”) too. The name is inspired by the verse in

what two stories in the Torah do we learn this? Psalms, “Whoever of you desires life (chafetz chaim). .. guard your

4) What does a Metzorah have to do in order to tongue from evil .. .” Nevertheless, here is a brief overview of some of

become Tahor? the laws, mostly gleaned from Chafetz Chaim:

5) What two other types of Tzaraat are there besides 1) Lashon hara literally means “bad talk.” This means that it is forbidden
on the skin? to speak negatively about someone else, even if it is true.
. ) 2) It is also forbidden to repeat anything about another, even if it is not a
Middle/H 'gh School: negative thing. This is called rechilut.
3) It is also forbidden to listen to lashon hara. One should either
1) According to Rashi (13:46) why does a Metzorah reprimand the speaker, or, if that is not possible, one should extricate
have to be isolated outside the camp (unlike other atzsellt B it s o
| ho b T o 4) Even if one has already heard the lashon hara, it is forbidden to
pEeple e eEeeintiE e mei): believe it. On the contrary, one should always judge one’s fellow
2) According to Rashi (14:4) why does a Metzorah favorably.
have to offer birds as pa rt of the Tahara p rocess? 5) If one has already heard the lashon hara, he is forbidden to believe it.
. . Nevertheless, one may suspect that the lashon hara is true, and take the
3) According to Rashi (14:4) what do the TN YV and necessary precautionzto pfotect oneself.
NVY7IN 1Y that the Metzorah offers represent? 6) It is forbidden to even make a motion that is derogatory towards
4) According to Rashi (14:34) how was having SOMEONe.
o | . 7) One may not even retell a negative event without using names, if the
Tzara'at in one's house sometimes adva ntageOUS? listeners might be able to figure out who is being spoken of.
5) According to Rashi (14:36) which type of vessels 8) In certain circumstances, such as to protect someone from harm, it is

permissible or even obligatory to share negative information. As there
are many details to this law, one should consult a competent rabbi to
learn what may be shared in any particular situation. (Chabad.org)

cannot be made Tahor after they become Tamei?






