
The Symbolism of the Burning Bush

Why did Hashem appear to Moshe at the Burning Bush? What is
the message behind this symbol?

The Fire

a) Rashi explains the symbolism with the expression ִעּמֹו ָאנִֹכי ְבָצָרה
- Hashem “suffers” along with us. The Sneh showed Moshe that
Hashem still cares and is with us during hard times.

b) Chizkuni says that the Sneh not burning shows that Bnei
Yisrael will not be destroyed by the fire of Egypt.

The Thorns

Others focus on the choice of a thorn bush:

c) Thorns are prickly, but they also protect the roses. Hashem will
protect Bnei Yisrael.

d) A Sneh can survive even in harsh elements.

e) Our Sages compared the hooked thorns of the blackberry bush
to the experience of the Israelites who went easily down into
Egypt. “A man can put his hand into the sneh without harm,
because the thorns all face downwards. But when he tries to
remove his hand, the thorns grab it and he is unable to take it out.
So too the Egyptians received the Israelites very kindly, but later
refused to let them leave” (Yalkut Shimoni 169).

1) Why does Hashem list the names of Bnei Yisrael 
again at the beginning of Sefer Shemot?
2) What were the names of the 2 Meyaldot HaIvriyot
(midwives) and what courageous thing did they do?
3) What hint do we see that maybe Moshe knew he 
was Jewish?
4) What hint do we see that maybe Moshe identified as 
an Egyptian?
ֶאֶרץ ָנְכִריָּה" (5 י ָאַמר ּגֵר ָהִייִתי ּבְ מֹו ּגְֵרׁשֹם ּכִ ְִּקָרא ֶאת־ׁשְ "וַי
Where did Moshe feel like a stranger? (2:22)
6) What were the secret code words Moshe had to say 
to convince the People that he was the savior?
7) Why sin did Moshe do when he doubted whether 
Bnei Yisrael would listen to him?
8) What are some reasons why Moshe didn't want to 
be the leader?
9) What did Moshe lose by making so many excuses 
not to lead?
10) Why didn't the Zkeinim accompany Moshe and
Aharon to Pharaoh? How were they punished?

What would you do?
Discussion starter for your Shabbat table..

Did You Know?

If you could ask your parents
questions about your family history

what would you like to know?

Parsha Questions
Answers are on the back
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Sefer Shemot opens up with the following pasuk:
 

ואלה שמות בני ישראל הבאים מצרימה את יעקב איש וביתו באו 
“And these are the names of the sons of Israel which came to Egypt, every man and his

household came with Yaakov.” 

The word used to show that BN”I came with Jacob is את, as opposed to עם, which is the
word ordinarily used to say “with”. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch z”l explains, that while each
person as an individual came with Yaakov, they also came as a whole. Yaakov’s descendants
all carried part of Yaakov’s spirit and legacy everywhere they went, with Yaakov being an
important part of their identity, yet they all had their own personalities. 

Chazal emphasize this point by comparing the way Yaakov’s descendants are described as
when we are told how many there are as opposed to the way Esav’s descendants are ”נפש“
described as “נפשות”.  Although there were seventyish descendants of Yaakov, they are
described to have one spirit within them, parts of a whole. 

Shabbat Shalom

1) Rashi 1:1 - Listing Bnei Yisrael again by name shows how much
Hashem loves us.
2) Shifra and Puah refused Pharaoh's order to kill Jewish babies.
Rashi identifies them as Yocheved and Miriam.
ִסְבלָֹתם" - 2:11 (3 Moshe went out to his - "ַויֵֵּצא ֶאל־ֶאָחיו ַויְַּרא ּבְ
brothers and saw their suffering.
יָלנוּ ִמיַּד ָהרִֹעים" - 2:19 (4 An Egyptian man saved us - "ִאיׁש ִמְצִרי ִהּצִ
from the shepards
5) Seforno - He wasn't from Midyan. Chizkuni - He was a fugitive
from Egypt. Malbim - He wanted to be with his fellow Jews.
6) Rashi 3:18 - "קֹד ִיְפקֹד "ּפָ
7) Rashi 4:2 - He was Choshed B'Ksheirim, suspecting innocent
people. He should have given them the benefit of the doubt.
8) He was humble. He didn't want to take the spotlight from
Aharon. He felt like an ousider. He has a speech impediment.
9) Rashi 4:14 - Moshe was supposed to be the Kohein and Aharon
the Levi but now it was switched.
10) Rashi 5:1 - They were afraid and one by one they slipped
away. Hence, at the giving of the Torah, the elders weren't
allowed to ascend with Moshe.

 Dvar Torah

Parsha Answers Elisheva's Parsha Challah

This parsha is a pivotal moment in our history when the
leader of our nation, Moshe, is born. Against all odds, he

survived being put in the Nile and being saved by PHaraoh’s
daughter, being raised in the palace, and keeping his Jewish

identity. and yet he grows up to be the most revered,
respected, and greatest leader in our history.


