
The Concept of Semicha (Ohr.edu) 

The term semicha literally means to place upon since it
initially involved the masters placing his hands on the
head of the recipient while conferring authority to
him. The first person to receive semicha was Joshua,
who was ordained by Moses: "He laid his hands upon
him and commanded him, in accordance with what
the Lord had spoken" (Num. 27:22). Moses also ordained
70 elders in order to help him guide and lead the
people: "And I will increase the spirit that is upon you
and bestow it upon them. Then they will bear the
burden of the people with you so that you need not
bear it alone" (Num. 11:16). 

Once the Jews entered the Land of Israel, semicha was
performed only there (Rambam, Sanhedrin 4:6). That is
why in the Talmud, sages living in Israel are referred
to by the title Rabi whereas those in Babylon are called
only Rav. After the Bar Kochba revolt, the Roman
ruler Hadrian prohibited semicha, enforcing the death
penalty against anyone who conferred, received or
even lived in the town in which semicha was
performed. In fact, the Talmud relates that Rabbi
Yehuda ben Baba was executed for conferring semicha
(Sanhedrin 14a).

1) Who was Pinchas? 
2) Does one's Shevet come from their mother or
their father? 
3) Why was Serach bas Asher still alive? What was 
her zechut? 
 ?died for what transgression צלפחד (4
5) What were the names of the 5 daughters of
 ?צלפחד
6) Why does the pasuk list the lineage of Bnot
Tzlofchad all the way back to Yosef? 
7) What is unusual about the words in 27:15? 
8) Why did Moshe ask Hashem to appoint a
successor? 
9) What special ability did Yehoshua have that 
made him fit to lead? (27:18) 
10) What hint do we see that Moshe gave 
Yehoshua everything he could?

What would you do?
Discussion starter for your Shabbat table..

Did You Know?

What character traits would
you look for when choosing a

leader?

Parsha Questions
Answers are on the back

ינְחָס                                Pinchas - פִּ
                             7.3.21

This now completes two cycles of Family Parsha!!!



Rabbi Jared Viders (Aish.com) 

As society becomes less and less personal, it is easy to lose sight of our own inherent value. It is not uncommon to feel like just another PIN code or
some non-descript, insignificant member of planet Earth's 7.6 billion residents. In contradistinction to this unsettling mindset, the Torah repeatedly
reminds us that we each possess a unique personality, a singular composite of strengths, weaknesses and talents. That at the end of the day, we are
truly and undoubtedly one of a kind. This message resonates throughout the Parsha in various contexts: 

"God spoke to Moshe, saying: 'Attack the Midianites and smite them; since they attacked you through their plot over the matter of Peor ... (25:16-18).
Rashi: "But God did not command Israel to destroy Moab because of Ruth who was destined to emerge from them." Imagine that. The emergence of
one, single righteous woman (centuries hence, no less) was enough of a merit to justify the continued existence of an entire nation. 

"These are the sons of Dan according to their families ... sixty-four thousand, four hundred." (26:42-43) With a population of nearly 65,000, the tribe of
Dan was the largest of all but one (Shevet Yehudah) according to the national census that appears in this week's Parsha. This whopping figure is a far, far
cry from the "modest" beginnings of Shevet Dan (way back in Mitzrayim) as Dan himself had only one son - Chushim (who himself was deaf). Who would
have imagined how prolific this Tribe would become from the humble beginnings of Dan's one and only child. 

Acknowledging (and harnessing) the power of "one" plays a crucial role in defining our work during the "Three Weeks" when the Jewish people
collectively and individually contemplates our long, long Exile. Specifically, we find in this week's Haftorah as follows: "And I [Jeremiah] said ... 'God ... I
know not how to speak, for I am but a lad.' Then Hashem said to me, 'Do not say, 'I am but a lad,' rather to wherever I send you shall you go, and
whatever I command you shall you speak. Fear not before them, for I am with you, to rescue you - the word of Hashem." (1:6-8). 

In a nutshell, "Don't sell yourself short." Don't underestimate the potential positive repercussions you can bring to the world. Don't discount how many
lives you can inspire or how many smiles you can create. True we might never launch a thousand ships and we might not even find a minyan of folks
interested in what we have to say. But don't let that deter you one bit. Life is not - nor has it ever been - strictly about numbers. 

This is precisely the sentiments we find in the Mesillas Yesharim's (Chapter 19) terse words regarding the Exile and our mourning thereof. "And if a
person will say, 'who am I and what am I to daven over the Exile and Jerusalem?' 'Could it be that on account of my prayer the exiles will be gathered in
and the redemption will sprout?!" Come on. Who are we kidding? Perish the thought cautions Rabbi Luzzato in his timeless work: "For this is the reason
that mankind was created as a sole entity (i.e., with only one person) so that everyone should proclaim, 'For me the world was created.' It is a nachas to
Hashem that His children should beseech him and daven for the end of the Exile ..." 

Whether it is your particular prayer that will usher in Eliyahu and the Rebuilding of Jerusalem is not anything we need to reckon with...but far be it from us
to modestly excuse ourselves from such a request on account of our own (errant) perception of our insignificance. Never count yourself out. You are a
beloved child of Hashem. Culture may seek to discredit our immense significance. Against that current, may we rise to the occasion and capitalize on the
spirit of these days. And may our own, unique, irreplaceable and inimitable contribution help usher in the Ultimate Redemption speedily in our days.

1) Pinchas Ben Elazar Ben Aharon HaKohein was the grandson of
Aharon. He is appointed as the new Kohein Gadol. 
2) Rashi 26:2 - One's Shevet follows the father. 
3) She tried to make Yaakov feel better after Yosef was missing, by
playing music on her harp and singing that Yosef is still alive 
4) Rashi 27:3 - Rabbi Akiva says that Tzlofchad gathered sticks on
Shabbat. Rabbi Shimon says that Tzlofchad was one who tried to
enter Eretz Yisrael after the sin of the meraglim. 
 מחלה ונעה חגלה מלכה ותרצה (5
6) Rashi 27:1 - Just as Yosef loved Eretz Yisrael (and wanted to be
buried there) so too did his descendants (who wanted a Nachalah). 
7) Usually it says that Hashem spoke to Moshe. This is the only
pasuk in the Torah where it says וידבר משה אל ה' לאמר.
8) Rashi 27:16 - Once Moshe saw Bnot Tzlofchad inherit from their
father he hoped his sons would be appointed to succeed him.
Hashem then told him that Yehoshua was destined to succeed him. 
9) Rashi 27:18 - Yehoshua is described as "איש אשר רוח בו," someone
who could relate to the individual character of each person with
whom he dealt. 
10) Rashi 27:23 - Hashem told Moshe to put his hand on Yehoshua
to appoint him leader but Moshe actually put both hands.

 Dvar Torah

Parsha Answers Elisheva's Parsha Challah
What is in a name? This week there are lots of interesting names

(Pinchas, Bnot Tzlofchad...). Our name doesn’t define us, but rather
we define our name. We are responsible for giving our name meaning.
This can be through our actions, our speech, our beliefs, or our daily
lives. The way in which we live our life defines and makes us who we
really are. When people think of our name they will think “Wow! that
person is (fill in the blank)! The question is what will people fill into
that blank? Will our name represent good or not? We may not always

love the name we were given, but ultimately that doesn’t matter,
because we give our name meaning; not the other way around.


