
1) Why does someone become an Eved Ivri and how
long must he work?
2) Why is the Eved's ear pierced if he chooses to stay? 
3) If a donkey falls into a pit, who is responsible? 
4) What happens if a person kills B'shogeg (by mistake)? 
5) Why does a Ganav (thief) pay double? (22:3) 
6) Why is the Torah adamant about not charging
interest? 
7) Why does the Torah repeat the pasuk 
 ?three times "לא תבשל גדי בחלב אמו"
8) What mistake did the Zekeinim and Nadav and Avihu
make at Matan Torah and what was their punishment? 
9) From where do we learn the minhag to eat at a
Siyum? 
10) What else was taught along with the Aseret
Hadibbrot?
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Parsha Questions 

Did You Know?

 (Answers on the back)

Which Is The Real Adar? (ohr.edu)
 

When to observe a Yahrtzeit in a leap year will depend on
which of the two Adars is considered the "main Adar," and

which one is the extra month that was added in order to align
the calendar. (see M.B.568:41). The Shulcan Aruch (O.C.

568:7) contends that the second Adar is considered the "real
Adar". Consequently, Sephardim observe Yahrtzeit in Adar II.
However, the Rema mentions an opinion that the real Adar is
Adar I, but that many people observe Yahrtzeit in both Adar I
and Adar II. The accepted custom amongst Askenazim is to
observe the Yahrtzeit on both dates. (see biur HaGra). One
would expect there to be a similar debate regarding which
month to celebrate Purim. However, Purim is celebrated in
Adar II according to all opinions. This is because Purim must
take place in the month preceding Pesach. This concept is
known as "Masmich Geulah L'Geulah" - connecting the two

redemptions. (Gemarah Megillah 6b). Purim is also connected
to Pesach with the four special Haftorot. According to all
opinions, the Bar mitzvah of a boy born in Adar of a regular

year will take place in Adar II, (Shulchan Aruch O.C. 55:9- 10).
The Bar mitzvah must take place thirteen whole years after the
boy was born. Even if Adar II is not considered the main Adar,
it is certainly considered part of the year. Accordingly, a boy
has not reached his full thirteen years until the equivalent date
in Adar II. The same guidelines apply for a Bat Mitzvah and all
birthdays. Note that a boy born in Adar I of a leap year, will
celebrate his Bar Mitzvah in Adar I, if his thirteenth year turns
out to be a leap year, as Adar I is actually thirteen full years

since his birth.

Taanit 29a
מְחָה שִׂ ין בְּ כְנַס אֲדָר מַרְבִּ נִּ ֶ  מִשּׁ

When Adar comes in 

we increase our joy



Parsha Answers: 

This Week In
Jewish History

Tefilla Insights

Key Number or Word 
In The ParshaShevat 29 (Aish.com) 

 
On this date in 2003, the Space Shuttle Columbia broke

up during re-entry, killing all seven crew members
aboard, including Israel's first astronaut, Ilan Ramon.
During his 16 days in space, Ramon defied gravity by

lifting his country from the morass of terror, by making
Jews feel connected and proud. Ramon's space luggage
included a small Torah scroll that had survived Bergen-
Belsen. He also brought along a mezuzah adorned with

barbed wire -- symbolizing the Nazi concentration
camps -- in tribute to his mother who survived

Auschwitz and his grandfather who was murdered
there. On board the Shuttle, Ramon ate kosher food and
welcomed Shabbat with the first intergalactic Kiddush.

And as he passed over Jerusalem, he recited "Shema
Yisrael," the age-old declaration of Jewish faith..

Refaeinu - Chabad.org
 

 "ורפא ירפא" 
“And he shall provide for healing.” (21:19) 

 
QUESTION: From this pasuk the school of Rabbi

Yishmael learned that the A-mighty gives doctors
permission to heal (Berachot 60a). The Gemara

(Kiddushin 82a) says, “Tov sheberofim leGeihinom” —
“The best of doctors will go to Geihinom.” How can

we comprehend this Gemara in light of the fact that
some of our greatest sages, such as the Rambam, the

Ibn Ezra and others were doctors? 
 

ANSWER: The Shemoneh Esreih, which is recited
three times daily, originally consisted of 18 berachot.

One of them is “Refa’einu, Hashem, veneirafei,” in
which we pray to Hashem for healing. Unfortunately,

there are doctors, who otherwise have faith in
Hashem, but take all the medical credit for

themselves and forget that they are His emissaries. 
 

The numerical value of the word “tov” (טוב) is 17. The
Gemara’s statement, “Tov sheberofim leGeihinom,”

refers to the doctor who recites the Shemoneh
Esreih but only believes in 17 of the berachot. A

doctor who lacks full faith in “Refa’einu, Hashem,”
belongs in Geihinom. However, doctors who are

righteous and believe that it is Hashem who gives
them the power to heal will be rewarded with Gan

Eden. (פרדס יוסף)

1) A Jew who cannot pay his loan must work until he pays it off. After 6
years he is free even if it is not paid off. If he wants to stay longer he
has a ceremony where his ear is pierced. 
2) Rashi 21:6 - B/c he heard with his own ears at Har Sinai that he is to
serve Hashem, and yet he is choosing willingly to serve another
person. 
3) The person who dug the pit, which was a hazard. 
4) He runs to one of the Arei Miklat (Cities of Refuge) and he stays
there until the Kohen Gadol (High Priest) dies. 
5) Pardes Yosef - When a thief steals $100, his intention is to gain $100
for himself at the expense of $100 to his victim. The punishments in
the Torah are measure for measure. Therefore, by paying double, the
thief ends up losing $100 and making the victim gain $100. What is
done to him is exactly what he planned to do to his fellow. 
6) Alshich - The rich man should think that he is merely the caretaker
of money which rightfully belongs to the poor man. It is placed in his
custody to test him, to see if he will be blinded by riches. This is
implied in the words, “et he’ani imach” — “The poor man’s money is
with you.” When you extend a loan to him, you are really granting him
access to his money. Consequently, charging him interest on his
money is adding insult to his suffering of poverty. 
7) Rashi 23:19 - One prohibits cooking meat and milk, one eating it,
and one getting benefit from it. 
8) Rashi 24:10 - They looked at the image of Hashem while eating and
drinking. But Hashem delayed their death penalty so as not to ruin
the festive atmosphere of Matan Torah. 
9) Ramban 24:11 - The Zekeinim eating at Matan Torah was a good
thing! They were celebrating Kabbalat HaTorah. And this is the source
for eating at a Siyum. 
10) Rashi 24:12 - All 613 mitzvot are included as subcategories of the 10
Commandments.

(partnersintorah.org) תחת
The word תחת — tachat appears numerous times in the Torah
portion this week. Onkelos translates it in different ways each
time into Aramaic, depending on the context. Sometimes it is
translated as חלף — chalef — “instead of,” and sometimes it is
translated as תחות — tachot — “underneath.” When the Torah
states that one who injures another must pay “an eye תחת an

eye” (Shemot 21:24), it is translated as “instead of” since Jewish
law obligates the guilty party to give the victim the financial

value of an eye “instead of” the eye that was damaged.
Similarly, the Torah describes a king who succeeds the throne

of another king as ruling תחתיו — “instead of” the previous king
(Bereshit 36:33). When the Torah obligates us to help a donkey
crushed תחת its burden, the word clearly means “underneath”
(Shemot 23:5). Radak understands the word to always mean “in

place of” and thus both translations are true, since being
“underneath” is being “in place of” or in the place where

something else stands, and also means “replace” or “instead
of” (Sefer Hashorashim).


