
1) Usually the 7 aliyot of the parsha are equally spread throughout
the parsha. However, in Ki Tisa it stands out that the first 2 aliyot 
are extra long. Why? 
2) What is the difference between between Chochma (wisdom), Bina
(understanding), and Da'at (knowledge)? 
3) How could the Jews even entertain the idea of an idol after being
in a constant state of miracles? 
4) Why did Aharon build the altar for the golden calf by himself? 
5) According to Rashi (31:18) how many books of Tanach are there? 
6) In this parsha, what item is destroyed in four different ways, 
and how? 
7) In what way are we still suffering nowadays from the negative
effects of the egel? 
8) What descriptive term for the Jewish people (Bnei Yisrael) is 
used four times in this parsha? 
9) Why is the Kiyor, Laver, mentioned here separately to the other
vessels of the Mishkan? Where did the copper for the kiyor come
from and how is this significant? 
10) The Hebrew word for mask is masecha, yet in this parsha the
word used instead is masveh. Who wears this "mask"? And in 
what two contexts does the word masecha appear in the parsha?
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Parsha Questions 

Did You Know?

 (Answers on the back)

Why Don't We Wear Tefillin 
on Shabbat and Chagim?

(Chabad.org)
 

Here's the explanation taught by
Rabbi Akiva, cited in the Talmud

Menachot: The Torah (Exodus 13:9)
refers to tefillin as a sign of the

special bond between G‑d and the
Jewish people. Shabbat and the
holidays are also a sign (Exodus
31:13) of this bond. Since there
already is the special sign of the
holiday, the additional sign of the
tefillin is superfluous. As rabbis and
architects are wont to say, more is
less. Wearing tefillin on those days
would demean the sign of the

holiday.

Ahad Ha'am - Asher Ginsberg
(poet, philosopher, 1856-1927)

 

"More than Jews have kept Shabbat, 
Shabbat has kept the Jews"



Parsha Answers: 

This Week In
Jewish History

Tefilla Insights

Key Number or Word 
In The Parsha

Adar 23
(Aish.com)

 

This date marks the beginning of the seven-day
inauguration period of the Tabernacle, the
portable sanctuary that accompanied the
Jewish people in the desert following their

Exodus from Egypt. Moses served as the High
Priest during these seven days, and on the
eighth day his brother Aaron took over, as

recorded in Leviticus chapters 8-9. The
Tabernacle was the center of Jewish spiritual
life, and the precursor to the Holy Temple in

Jerusalem.

Rosh Hashana 35a
תֹו  ִפּלָ יר ָאָדם ּתְ י ֶאְלָעָזר: ְלעֹוָלם יְַסּדִ ָאַמר ַרּבִ

ל  ּלֵ ְך ִיְתּפַ ְוַאַחר ּכָ
 

Rebbe Elazar said: A person should always arrange his
prayer and then pray.

 
Brachot 32b

ָעה ַאַחת  ֲחִסיִדים ָהִראׁשֹוִנים ָהיוּ ׁשֹוִהין ׁשָ
 

The early generations of pious men would wait one hour
in order to achieve the solemn frame of mind

appropriate for prayer. 
 

How many times do we show up to Tefilla at the last
minute, open up the Siddur, and start reciting words,

without taking the time to think about what we want to
say to Hashem that day? How many times do we finish
davening and realize that all we did was recite words,

but we didn't actually have a conversation?

1) Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, 78:4 - The only tribe not to participate
in the Egel was Levi. It is therefore appropriate that they
should be the ones to read all the section that discusses the
Egel.
2) Rashi 31:3 - Chochma is knowledge acquired from others.
Bina 
is the deduction of new knowledge from what one has already
learned. Da'at is holy inspiration. 
3) Ramban - They never wanted an idol as a god. Rather, they
wanted a “middle man” to act like Moshe had done. 
4) Rashi 32:5 - He hoped that by building it by himself it would 
take longer and in the interim Moshe would return. 
5) Rashi 31:18 - 24. 
6) The Golden Calf is burned, finely ground up, scattered on
water, and then drunk by the nation (32:20). 
7) Rashi (32:34) - The punishment for any sin comes as a
punishment for the sin of the egel as well! 
8) Bnei Yisrael are called "a stiff-necked nation" in 32:9, 33:3,
33:5, and 34:9. 
9) Seforno (30:18) - The purpose of the Kiyor was not to bring
down the Shechina in the Mishkan (unlike the other vessels)
but came 
to prepare the Kohanim for the avodah. Chizkuni - It was only
to prepare for a mitzvah. 
10) At the end of the parsha, Moshe wears a masveh on his face
after speaking with the people (34:33). The Golden Calf is called
an "egel masecha" (a molten calf) (32:4), and later the Jews are
warned not to make any "elohei masecha" (34:17). Keren - קרן

 

Keren is a word whose multiple connotations have
sometimes caused confusion. Its primary meaning is horn.
Keren is sometimes used to refer to the shofar, the rams

horn we blow on Rosh Hashanah, and also to the legal
category of damage inflicted by an animals horn.

Secondarily, keren came to mean ray, or something
projected from a point. The words for X-rays, cathode rays
and light rays in modern Hebrew all come from keren. An
additional meaning of keren is fund or capital, as in Keren

Kayemet LYisrael, the Jewish National Fund. The first
mishnah in tractate Peah lists mitzvot whose reward we
enjoy in this world like interest, while the capital (keren)
is stored up for the world to come. This derives from the

previous sense of keren as a source of power. These
diverse but related meanings of the word keren led to the
Christian misconception, once widely held, that Jews have
horns. After Moses collects the second version of the two
tablets, the Torah describes how Moses was unaware that
his face radiated light, karan or (Exodus 34:29). Rashbam,
Rashis grandson, cautions in his commentary that anyone
who thinks, based on this verse, that Moses had horns, is
simply a fool. However, the Vulgate mistranslated karan

or as horns of light, leading to the widespread depiction of
Moses with horns in Christian art, most famously in

Michelangelos sculpture, Moses, at the church of San
Pietro Invincula in Rome. (thejc.com)


