
The 4 Brachot of Birkat HaMazon (Aish.com) 

The first blessing acknowledges the food that we

ate. It was formulated by Moses when the manna

fell in the desert. 

The second blessing expresses our thanks for being

given the Land of Israel. It was formulated by

Joshua when he led the Jewish people into Israel. 

The third blessing expresses our yearning to

rebuild the holy city of Jerusalem. It was

formulated by King David when he inaugurated

Jerusalem as the capital of Israel 3,000 years ago,

and when his son King Solomon built the Holy

Temple. 

The fourth blessing declares how God bestows His

goodness to all creatures. It was instituted during

the Second Temple period, when permission was

given to bury millions of Jews who had been

slaughtered by the Romans.

1) What is a Chok? 
2) Who did the Parah Adumah make Tahor (pure)? 
3) Why was the mitzvah of the Parah Adumah
entrusted to Elazar rather than to Aharon? 
4) Why is Miriam’s death taught after the law of
Parah Adumah? 
5) Why is Miriam's death followed immediately by a
lack of water? (20:2) 
6) What punishment did Moshe receive for hitting
the rock instead of speaking to it? 
7) Why were the Bnei Yisrael so sad that Aharon
died? 
8) Which miracle disappeared when Aharon died? 
9) How did Moshe get the snakes to stop biting
people? 
10) For what 2 reasons did Hashem punish the
people specifically with snakes?

What would you do?
Discussion starter for your Shabbat table..

Did You Know?

How do you deal with
frustration when something

doesn't work?

Parsha Questions
Answers are on the back

ת Chukat - חֻקַּ
6.19.21



Rabbi Shraga Simmons (Aish.com) 

This week's Parsha features one of the most perplexing incidents in the entire Torah. The Jews have been wandering for 40 years in
the desert and they're thirsty. So God tells Moses to speak to the rock and water will come forth (Numbers 20:8). The instruction to
"speak" to the rock is in contrast to 40 years earlier, when Moses followed God's instruction to hit the rock – and water gushed out
(Exodus 17:6). 

This time, Moses is to speak. Yet he again hits the rock. Nothing happens, so Moses hits the rock a second time, and water comes
out. 

God's response: "Since you HIT the rock rather than speaking to it, you will not lead the Jewish people into the Land of Israel"
(Numbers 20:11-12). 

We read this story and think: Here's the mighty Moses, who confronted Pharaoh, arranged the Ten Plagues, split the Red Sea,
brought the Torah down from Mount Sinai, and defended the people through trials and tribulations in the desert. Now he makes one
little mistake and God takes away his dream of entering Israel. The consequence seems inappropriately harsh! 

The first step in understanding this incident is to appreciate how the Jewish people were at the critical juncture of transitioning from
desert life to Israel. At the rock, God's instructions to Moses are carefully chosen to reflect this transition. Forty years earlier, when
Moses was told to HIT the rock, the people had just come out of brutal slavery in Egypt – and "hitting" was a language they
understood. But this time, Moses was called upon to lead a generation who'd grown up in freedom; a generation which required the
softer approach of "speaking." 

Notice how in our Parsha, Moses hits the rock twice. First, he hit the rock and no water came out. At that moment he had the
opportunity to reevaluate his approach and reflect more carefully on God's specific instruction to "speak." But Moses hits the rock
again. 

The commentators suggest that perhaps symbolically, we can learn about our own need to be flexible in our approach. Moses'
punishment is not harsh; it is simply a consequence of his relationship to the new generation and their needs in entering Israel.

1) A mitzvah whose reason we do not understand (ex. Parah
Adumah). 
2) Someone who was Tameh LaMet (who touched or was in a 
house with a dead body). 
3) Rashi 19:22 - Because Aharon was involved in the sin of the
Golden Calf. 
4) Rashi 20:1 - To teach that just as sacrifices bring atonement, so
too does the death of the righteous. 
5) Rashi 20:2 - The Be'er (well) that gave Bnei Yisrael water
throughout the 40 years in the midbar was in the zechut of Miriam. 
6) He had to die in the Midbar and did not get to enter Eretz Yisrael. 
7) Rashi 20:29 - Because he was Ohev Shalom VeRodef Shalom – he
ran to make peace. 
8) Rashi 21:1 - The Ananei HaKavod (clouds of glory). 
9) He made a copper snake on a pole and the people had to look at
it. 
10) Rashi 21:6 - 1) The snake spoke Lashon Harah in Gan Eden. Bnei
Yisrael spoke Lashon Harah here as well. 2) All food tastes like
earth to the snake. Bnei Yisrael were complaining about Man even
though it could taste like anything.

 Dvar Torah

Parsha Answers Elisheva's Parsha Challah
In Parshat Chukat we learn
about the deaths of Miriam
and Aharon. These were two
phenomenal strong leaders of
the Jewish people. Aharon
championed peace amongst
the people and Miriam was
the champion of all women.
She lead them fiercely! The
two of them allowed the
Jewish people to benefit

from the Well and the Clouds
of Glory that sustained the

people throughout their
journey in the desert. My
challah shows these two

special gifts that were there
in the merit of two incredible

leaders.


