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Parasha
Quiz

Elementary:

1) What is a Parah Adumah and when is it used?

2) When the people complained of thirst what did
Hashem tell Moshe to do? What did Moshe do? What was
his punishment?

3) Who were Balak and Bilam and what did Balak hire
Bilam to do?

4) What did Bilam's donkey say to him?

5) What famous line from Shacharit comes from the
words of Bilam?

Middle/High School:

1) According to Rashi (19:22) why was the mitzvah of
the Parah Adumah entrusted to Elazar rather than to
Aharon?

2) According to Rashi (20:1) why is Miriam's death
taught after the law of Parah Adumah?

3) According to Rashi (20:2) in whose merit did the
Jewish People receive water?

4) According to Rashi (20:29) why did the entire
congregation mourn Aharon's death?

5) According to Rashi (22:4) why did Moav consult
specifically with Midyan regarding their strategy
against the Jews?
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What would you do?

Discussion starter for your Shabbat table..

If you had the opportunity to
get a message across to a
large group of people, what
would your message be?
Did You Know?

TALMUDIC BURNINGS (Rabbi Ozer Alport - Aish.com)

Magen Avraham writes (Orach Chaim 580:9) that it is the custom of pious
individuals to fast on the Erev Shabbos preceding Parshas Chukas in
observance of a tragic event which occurred on that day. On this day in the
year 1244, 24 cartloads of the Talmud and other holy books were publicly
burned in France due to allegations of heretical and rebellious teachings
contained therein.

Rabbi Hillel of Verona, a student of Rabbeinu Yonah, writes that his illustrious
teacher noted that just 40 days prior to this episode, the Jews had publicly
burned in that very spot a number of copies of the controversial philosophical
writings of Maimonides. Rabbeinu Yonah saw in this tragedy Divine
punishment being meted out for their actions, and he viewed it as a Heavenly
message supporting the legitimacy of the teachings of Maimonides. The Jews of
the time repented their actions and prayed for Divine forgiveness, thus ending
the bitter controversy over the philosophical views of Maimonides.

Although fasts commemorating historical events are normally established on
the calendar date on which they occurred - in this case 9 Tammuz - the rabbis
of the time mystically inquired regarding the nature of the decree, and received
the cryptic reply- "this is the decree of the Torah." This expression is taken from
Onkelos' Aramaic translation of the second verse in Parshas Chukas (Numbers
19:2). They interpreted this message as alluding that the decree was connected
to the day's proximity to the reading of Parshas Chukas, so they established the
fast specifically on the Erev Shabbos preceding the reading of Parshas Chukas.
Magen Avraham concludes by noting that in the terrible pogroms that
occurred in the years Tach V'Tat (1648-9), two entire Jewish communities were
brutally destroyed on the Erev Shabbos preceding Parshas Chukas.



Let's try this again. T, 6OD, CURSE BALAK IN
Repeat after me: THE NAME OF THE NATION
"I, Bilaam, curse the nation OF ISRAEL"

of Israel in God's name."
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