
Maarat HaMachpeila (Chabad.org)

The resting place of our Patriarchs and Matriarchs, the founders
of our nation, has been a place where Jews have gone to pray
from the earliest of times. In the earliest instance, the Torah tells
us that Caleb, one of the twelve scouts that Moses sent to
reconnoiter the Land of Canaan, made a personal detour to
Hebron. The Talmud tells that he wished to pray at the cave
where Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebecca, Jacob and Leah are
buried. He beseeched the Patriarchs and Matriarchs to intercede
with G‑d to have mercy on his soul, and to save him from
succumbing to the evil plot hatched by the other spies. This is a
model that we follow to this day when we visit the resting
places of holy people to invoke G‑d’s mercy in times of trouble.

The Zohar relates, that the Cave of Machpelah is special not by
virtue of those who rest there, but because it is the gateway to
the Garden of Eden. Adam, the first man, recognized the
uniqueness of the location when he saw a ray of light
emanating from the area. He therefore dug the cave as a burial
place for himself and his wife. After Adam and Eve were buried
there, the light was hidden. Years later, Abraham uncovered the
secret once again when he mistakenly stumbled upon the cave.
He decided he wanted to be buried there, too, at the gateway to
the Garden of Eden.

Our prayers today, especially at this holy place, the gateway to
the world of souls, can arouse our fathers and mothers to pray
once again on our behalf.

1) How old was Sarah when she died?
2) What four couples are buried in Ma'arat
HaMachpeila?
3) What special mission did Avraham send Eliezer 
to do?
4) What sign does Hashem give Eliezer to let him
know who is the right woman for Yitzchak?
5) Where do we see a hint of Lavan's future
wickedness?
6) What was Yitzchak doing when Rivkah 1st saw
him?
7) What miracles happened when Sarah was alive
that returned when Rivka came? 
8) Whom did Avraham marry in his later years?
9) What did Avraham give Yitchak before he died?
10) How old was Avraham when he died?

What would you do?
Discussion starter for your Shabbat table..

Did You Know?

What character trait is most
attractive to you in others:

Intelligence, Humor, or Kindness?

Parsha Questions
Answers are on the back

ָרה Chayei Sarah - ַחיֵּי ׂשָ
11.14.20



Amalya Zatman - 9th Grade

In this week’s Parsha, Chayei Sarah, we read the story of Eliezer searching for a wife for Yitzchak. Eliezer
meets Rivkah and through the test at the well recognizes that she is the wife for Yitzchak. As she is leaving
her home, her brother Lavan, gives her the bracha in  perek 24 pasuk 60 where it says 
יו׃“ ַ֥ער ׂשְֹנָאֽ ְך ֵא֖ת ׁשַ נוּ ַאּ֥תְ ֲהִי֖י ְלַאְלֵפ֣י ְרָבָב֑ה ְוִייַרׁ֣ש ַזְרֵע֔ ּה ֲאחֵֹת֕  ”ַוְיָבֲרכ֤וּ ֶאת־ִרְבָקה֙ ַויֹּ֣אְמרוּ ָל֔
This bracha  wishes that she should have many descendants and that they should seize their enemies’
gates. Earlier,  just after the Akeida, Avraham and Yitzchak receive a very similar bracha from an angel:
ַ֥ער ַפ֣ת ַהיָּ֑ם ְוִיַרׁ֣ש ַזְרֲעָך֔ ֵא֖ת ׁשַ ֖ר ַעל־ׂשְ ִים ְוַכ֕חֹול ֲאׁשֶ ַמ֔ ָ כֹוְכֵב֣י ַהׁשּ ֤ה ֶאֽת־ַזְרֲעָך֙ ּכְ ֨ה ַאְרּבֶ ֽי־ָבֵרְ֣ך ֲאָבֶרְכָך֗ ְוַהְרּבָ ּכִ
There is a beautiful duality in the fact that Yitzchak and Rivka each receive a similar bracha from .אְֹיָבֽיו׃
each side.

As part of the bedeken ceremony at a wedding, the chatan recites a blessing to the kallah - the same bracha
that Lavan gives Rivka in this parsha. It is interesting that the text of the bracha is based on the wording
used by Lavan and not that of a similar bracha given by an angel to Avraham and Yitzchak. This seems
counterintuitive. Wouldn’t we prefer the bracha of an angel over Lavan, whose character is often in
question?  While this may seem surprising it is not the only time we use a bracha given by an individual who
we do not think of as righteous. Specifically, the prayer of  MaTovu, which we recite every day, was originally
said by Bilam. The Gemara in Sanhedrin (Daf 105a) even comments that the two men are related, stating
that Beor, Bilam's father, is Lavan. We can learn from this that a blessing is real no matter who says it, and
that if anyone can give a bracha then everyone also deserves them.

1) 127
2) Rashi 23:2 - Adam and Chava; Avraham and Sarah; Yitchak
and Rivkah; Yaakov and Leah
3) Eliezer was sent to Charan to find a wife for Yitzchak.
4) The woman who offers water for both Eliezer and his
camels is the one since she embodies the middah of Chesed.
5) Rashi 24:50 - Lavan disrespected his father Betuel and
answered Eliezer 1st.
6) Rashi 24:63 - He was davening Mincha.
7) Rashi 24:67 - The candles she lit on Friday night stayed lit
the whole week, there was a cloud on her tent which was a
sign that Hashem was present all the time, and the challah
she baked for Shabbat stayed fresh from one week to the
next. 
8) Rashi 25:1 - He married Ketura, which is another name for
Hagar.
9) Rashi 25:5 - Avraham gave Yitzchak the power to give
Brachot to others.
10) 175

 Dvar Torah
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The well where Eliezer meets Rivka plays an important role
in Rivka's destiny. She sees Eliezer coming with all his camels

and and she showers him with acts of chesed as she gives
gallons and gallons of water to his camels. There is so much

opportunity for chesed to be done in this world and Rivka
sets that example for us. We should always be on the

lookout for those chesed opportunities as it says in Tehillim
"Olam Chesed Yibaneh", the world is built on chesed and it's

up to us to make that a reality.


