
17 Tammuz - A Historic Day Of Calamity (OU.org) 

Going all the way back to Biblical times, Moses descended Mount Sinai on
this day and, upon seeing the Golden Calf broke the first set of Tablets
carrying the Ten Commandments (Shemot 32:19, Mishna Taanit 28b). 

In the First Temple Era: The priests in the First Temple stopped offering
the daily sacrifice on this day (Taanit 28b) due to the shortage of sheep
during the siege and the next year 3184 (586 BCE), the walls of Jerusalem
were breached after many months of siege by Nebuchadnezzar and his
Babylonian forces. 

In Melachim II 21:7 we find that King Menashe, one of the worst of the
Jewish kings, had an idol placed in the Holy Sanctuary of the Temple,
according to tradition on this date. The Talmud, in Masechet Taanit 28b,
says that in the time of the Roman persecution, Apostomos, captain of the
occupation forces, did the same, and publicly burned the Torah – both
acts considered open blasphemy and desecration. These were followed by
Titus and Rome breaching the walls of Jerusalem in 3760 (70 CE) and
Pope Gregory IX ordering the confiscation of all manuscripts of the
Talmud in 4999 (1239). 

In later years this day continued to be a dark one for Jews. In 1391, more
than 4,000 Jews were killed in Toledo and Jaen, Spain and in 4319 (1559)
the Jewish Quarter of Prague was burned and looted. The Kovno ghetto
was liquidated on this day in 5704 (1944) and in 5730 (1970) Libya
ordered the confiscation of Jewish property. 

Other interesting occurrences on this day include Noach sending out the
first dove to see if the Flood waters had receded, (Bereishit 8:8) in 1650
(2100 BCE); Moshe Rabbeinu destroying the golden calf, (Shemot 32:20,
Seder Olam 6, Taanit 30b – Rashi) and then ascending back up Har Sinai
for the second time where he spent the next forty days pleading for
forgiveness for the sin of the golden calf, (Shemot 33:11, Rashi).

1) Why did Moav consult specifically with Midyan
(their enemy) regarding their strategy against the
Jews? 
2) Who did Balak King of Moav hire to curse Bnei
Yisrael? 
3) Why did Hashem grant prophecy to the evil Bilam? 
4) Why couldn’t Bilam curse Bnei Yisrael? 
5) What did Bilam's donkey see that Bilam couldn't
see? 
6) Why did Hashem allow Bilam to go to Balak if He
didn't want him to curse Bnei Yisrael? 
7) Why are the Jewish People compared to lions? 
8) What were Bilam's three main characteristics? 
9) What did Bilam see that made him decide not to
curse the Jews? 
10) What famous line from Shacharit comes from 
the words of Bilam?

What would you do?
Discussion starter for your Shabbat table..

Did You Know?

If you want to do something
but your close friend advises

you not to?
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Rabbi Shraga Simmons (Aish.com) 

Parshat Balak tells of the Jewish people encountering the Moabites in the desert. The king of Moab wants to fortify
his country's strength, so he hires a spiritualist named Bilaam to curse the Jewish people. The question is: If the king
of Moab wants to be stronger, why not simply get a blessing for the Moabites. Why does he have Bilaam curse the
Jews? 

The answer is there are two ways to get ahead in this world: One way is to build yourself up. But that takes hard work
and discipline. The other way is to cut others down. We've all seen it before: One member of the corporate team feels
a lack of recognition, so he belittles the achievements of others - which appears to raise himself by comparison. 

Interestingly, this same dynamic may lie at the root of anti-Semitism. Before the Torah was given, people built their
lives on a subjective concept of right and wrong. But at Mount Sinai, it became clear that there is one God Who sets
moral standards for humanity. And with that, the Jews became a lightning rod for those opposed to the moral
message. It's like in school where everyone is throwing spitballs, except one kid. The other kids - in order to avoid the
appearance of misbehavior - have two choices: either stop throwing spitballs, or beat up the other kid. 

The Talmud even points out that the word Sinai is closely to related to sinah, the Hebrew word for hatred. In other
words, the very source of morality - Sinai - triggers a great hatred from those opposed to its message. Amazingly, the
evil Hitler gave this reason for persecuting the Jews, by saying: "I free mankind from the restraints of conscience and
morality." 

At the end of Parshat Balak, the Moabites lure the Jews into acts of idolatry and promiscuity. The Moabites finally
achieved their goal: The high-flying Jews had their strength sapped, leaving the hate-filled Moabites more evenly
matched.

1) Rashi 22:4 - Because Moshe grew up in Midyan. Midyan
told them that Moshe's power is Speech. As a result Moav
hired Bilam to curse Bnei Yisrael with speech. 
2) Bilam, a non-Jewish Navi. 
3) Rashi 22:5 - So the other nations couldn't say, "If we had
had prophets, we also would have become righteous." 
4) Bilam could not go against what Hashem wanted. 
5) An angel with a sword blocking the path. 
6) Rashi 22:35 - Hashem allows people to take whatever
path in life they choose - ּה, מֹוִליִכין אֹותֹו ָאָדם רֹוֶצה ֵליֵלְך ּבָ ֶרְך ׁשֶ ּדֶ  ּבַ
7) Rashi 23:24 - They rise each morning and "strengthen"
themselves to do mitzvot. 
8) Rashi 24:2 - An evil eye, pride, and greed. 
9) Rashi 24:2 - He saw each tribe dwelling without
intermingling. He saw the tents arranged so no one could
see into his neighbor's tent. 
ָרֵאל (10 נֶֹתיָך ִיׂשְ ּכְ ַמה־ּטֹבוּ אָֹהֶליָך יֲַעקֹב ִמׁשְ

 Dvar Torah

Parsha Answers Elisheva's Parsha Challah
In Parshat Balak, Balak tries to
get Bilam to curse the Jewish

people and Bilam is unsuccessful
and ends up blessing them

instead. The final blessing he gives
the people was that of praise of

their dwellings 
(Ma Tovu Ohalecha Yaakov). Hence

the tent challah shape. The
Jewish people lived modestly and

humbly. This parsha is often
paired with Parshat Chukat and I
think there's a strong connection.
Miriam and Aharon, who die in
Chukat, set strong examples of
living modestly, humbly, and

fiercely connected to Hashem. We
must think about the examples we
set and how we conduct and live

our lives in our homes.


