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LOOKING FORWARD ON OUR
10TH ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATE OUR 10TH ANNIVERSARY &
RABBI BURT AT A SPECIAL SHABBAT

By Rabbi Burt

By Sari Roboff

To honor our tenth anniversary
celebration, I would like to begin by expressing my most
genuine gratitude to all of you
who have been part of our
community. Whether you are
one of our active leaders or a
person who joins us for the
High Holydays, you are important to me as your Rabbi. Each
of you, in the way that is right
for you, has contributed to the
viability and
continuity of
the Shul of New York. Each of
you, in your own way, has
Credit: Kathryn Weill
made it possible for the Shul to
touch the lives of so many people in a positive, uplifting
way. We have been a source of inspiration, consolation,
healing, learning, friendship, joy, celebration and connection to so many people.
Our interpretation of Jewish Tradition has created a most
welcoming, most inclusive community in which all people can be at home. At our synagogue, all who join us
with an open heart are lovingly accepted. We are here to
open the doors wide so that we can serve the spiritual
and religious needs of all who turn to us.
An anniversary is a time to look to the future. I look forward, with great hope, to a future that will be even more
robust than our past. I look forward to shaping and creating together with you a Shul of New York that will
reach out to more and more people. I look forward to
our presence in the larger community being even more
vital. Above all, I look forward to the Shul continuing to
support many people in a heartfelt way as they strive to
grow as spiritual and ethical human beings.
These ten years as your Founding Rabbi have been a
great blessing to me. I look forward to sharing with you
our journey into the future for many, many years to
come.
Inside:
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Have you been warmed this winter by memories of Rabbi Burt
leading the congregation in lifeaffirming introspection and renewal on Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur? Did you privately
think to yourself, “What an amazingly joyous service. This year I’m
going to come at least one Shabbat
during the year” – but then life got
in the way and you haven’t yet
found the right night?
Credit: Kathryn Weill

Or maybe you enjoy our regular
Shabbat services at Friends Meeting House, but quietly
miss the ethereal, mystical sanctuary at Orensanz.
For you – and for all who share in any way in the life of
the Shul – Friday evening, May 7 will be a Shabbat of
special significance. We will return to the Orensanz
Foundation to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Shul
community and to thank Rabbi Burt for his unique and
inspiring spiritual leadership.
It will be a most renewing Shabbat service. Rabbi Burt
will make us laugh, make us think, lead us in Torah and
in prayer. The Shul Band will fill the hall and our hearts
with their uplifting, hauntingly beautiful music. We will
commemorate the cycle of life through a special honor to
those who have celebrated their baby-naming, bar/bat
mitzvah, or wedding at the Shul or with Rabbi Burt over
the years. And, we will salute the future through the
participation of the Shul School students in the service.
Special musical guests will include soprano Irina
Mozyleva (Rabbi Burt’s daughter-in-law), performing
Shostakovich’s From Jewish Poems in a voice variously
described by critics as “sweet-timbered with beautifully
rounded top-to-bottom tone; brilliant; melting and of
impressive virtuosity.” After the service, we will join
together to enjoy food and wine at a festive Oneg table.
So, come on May 7 for mid-year renewal and, with your
presence, celebrate Rabbi Burt and the Shul.
When: Friday, May 7th at 6:30pm
Where: Orensanz Foundation
RSVP: www.theshulofnewyork.org (no charge)

Jews Without Money, by Michael Gold
Reviewed by Lou Blumengarten

The Shul Wouldn’t Have Gotten to “10”
Without Them:
Our Thanks to Mike and Vera

SCENES FROM SHUL LIFE

By Bill Lavner
"His story is a masterpiece of
prose ... the book has the deep shadows of a Rembrandt painting, and
the high challenge of a Whitman
poem." Review in The New York
Times
"I know of nothing so powerful and unforgettable - about the Lower
East Side in the era of mass immigration
as
‘Jews
Without
Money’."Author and literary
critic, Alfred Kazin
Book reviews are usually written
when a book has just been published. This review covers
a book first published 80 years ago, in 1930, that is still in
print, still sold (at the Tenement Museum gift shop and
on Amazon and BN.com), and still available at circulating libraries (I recently borrowed a copy from the NYPL
Mid Manhattan branch). I’ve talked to a number of otherwise highly educated Shul members, none of whom
had ever read the book, most of whom had never even
heard of it. That’s a shame, because Jews Without Money
by Michael Gold is well worth a read.
We are a congregation connected with the Lower East
Side. And many of us, if not most, had ancestors who
lived there (still called the "East Side" in the 1930s) during
the height of Jewish immigration to the United States.
My maternal grandmother was born at 113 Norfolk Street
in 1890 and lived in the Lower East Side till she married
and moved one step up, to Williamsburg, Brooklyn. And
my father's first house in America was at the northwest
corner of Avenue D and East 4th Street and he lived there
till the family removed to Yorkville in the 1920's. When
they lived in the old “East Side,” both sides of my family
really were Jews without money. I suspect that many
Shul members have similar stories to tell.
In Jews Without Money, a novel widely considered to be
semi-autobiographical, Michael Gold tells many more of
those stories for us. Through a series of short narratives,
we are introduced to a wide array of vividly presented
personalities, some of whom are good, others of whom
are bad, and still others of whom are in-between. It is a
large canvas, masterfully painted. The characters are
really characters. They come alive. They dance off the
pages into your mind, heart, and soul. What vitality was
our Lower East Side when it was jam-packed with our
newly arrived poor Jews struggling to make a living and
to better themselves and their families.
This book is a proletarian work, a style of fiction absent
from 21st century American writing. When handled well
(as in Jews Without Money) it makes for a good read. So,
while I don't agree in any way with Gold's far left/
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This is the tenth anniversary of the incorporation of The Shul of
New York and what a
journey it has been.
While Rabbi Burt has
undoubtedly been our
spiritual leader, two
other individuals deserve special mention.
Vera Michaels and
Mike Hearn, married
by the Rabbi twenty two years ago, have been extraordinary leaders and achievers since the Shul was born in the
basement of a Barrow Street apartment building (it was
originally called “The New Synagogue”). They were
among forty or so people comprising the first congregation. Early on, Rabbi Burt recognized their intelligence,
creative vision and dedicated work ethic and enlisted
them to be co-presidents.
They immediately put their talents to work, forming a
board, coordinating Committees, and inspiring members
to bring friends and family. They shepherded the Shul
from a small, loosely knit group through the acquisition
of our Torah and incorporation and the growth of the
congregation to where we fill 700 seats at Orensanz on
Yom Kippur.
Even after stepping down as co-presidents, they have
continued to be tremendous fund raisers, as well. Vera, a
psychotherapist and NYU professor, has worked with
Jiro Adachi to create the Shul Quilt Project, a beautiful
tapestry featuring memorial or celebratory inscriptions
requested by each donor. She also heads up the major
donors effort, and has been co-editing the newsletter. Mike, who is curator of Chinese painting at the Met,
has generously donated his time and resources to run
over-subscribed private tours of his new exhibits to raise
money for the Shul.
Vera and Mike served as co-presidents for eight years
and they have continued to selflessly serve our congregation beyond their tenures. And they take on each task
with joyful enthusiasm. We are very fortunate to have
them in our community.

communist politics (made known only on the last page of
the book), I do acknowledge, appreciate, and respect his
masterful story telling.
"Read this book, enjoy it, and let me know your
reaction to it." Lou Blumengarten, the Shul of New York .

Newsletter Photo Credits
Vera Michaels Hearn, Sari Roboff, Roger Sherman
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The Shul School Kids Help the Shul
Celebrate Its 10TH Anniversary

Shul in a Basement: Early Roots of the
Shul of New York

Shul School Students, interviewed by Sari Roboff

By Elliot Figman

Our roving Shul reporter recently interviewed several
current and recent Shul School students. She sought
their advice for our celebration of the Shul’s 10th Anniversary – and to know how they feel about our beloved
10-year old Shul. Here’s what they told her:

I first met Rabbi Burt about 31
years ago, when he had just left
his post as a “traditional” rabbi
at the Riverdale Temple and was
looking to do something new.
Soon afterwards, he founded The
New Synagogue, and my family
attended the congregation’s first
High Holiday services. Rabbi
Burt had officiated at our wedding ceremony (my first marriage was interfaith), and my
wife and I were very grateful to
be in a synagogue where everyone was warmly
welcomed.

If you could invite anyone from the Bible to celebrate the
Shul’s 10th Anniversary with us, who would it be?
 Moses, because he’s so important to our religion.
 I’d invite God, for a million reasons. If He came,
everything would happen!
 Haman – to show him he didn’t kill us off.
 I would invite Haman, to get back at him.
 I would invite Abraham, because he’s a really cool
dude. He was a very good Jew.
 I would invite Leah. You know why<because
that’s my name, too.
 I would bring Isaac. I share a name with him – and
I have sympathy for him. He went through a lot.
 I’d bring Deborah. She’s like a perfect bible character, she’s more real. She has a real job.
And if you could invite someone NOT from the Bible?
 I’d invite my best friend, Elise.

Like the Shul of New York, the New Synagogue had no
permanent home. In the early years, we celebrated the
holidays in spartan basement rooms at St. Bart’s and
another church on Park Ave, a few years after that in
the ballroom at Temple Israel on the Upper East Side
with its ornate chandelier, and after that in a small,
simple upstairs classroom in the Village Temple.

How would you like to come dressed up for the 10th Anniversary Party?
 As Queen Esther.
 As a thief.
 As Haman.
 As a human torch, because I play fire in the play.
What would you like to give the Shul as a birthday present, for its 10th Anniversary?
 New chairs!
 A new Torah and more prayer books – because
people take them home sometimes
 A grogger<rrrrrrrrrr.
 Money to remodel the Shul and get new chairs
What do you think of the Shul School?
 I like the Hebrew School, but not the homework.
 I love the homework, the teachers, and my classmates. We’re actually learning Hebrew!
 It’s a real challenge, in a good way.
 They pick the right level of work, but I don’t like
the homework.
And the perspective of a recent graduate/Bar Mitzvah:
 Hebrew School wasn’t as bad as I thought it would
be. So thanks, Rabbi Burt, and Happy Birthday to
the Shul.
Shul School Students: Alex Pliskin, Drew Bolotsky, Evan
Bolotsky, Isaac Ilyashov, Julia Rose, Lea Lewis, Lily Crellin, Martin Kramer, Rabbi Burt, Seth Marcus (bar mitzvahed 11/09), Stefan Walzer-Goldfeld.
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Helping clients grow…
Hudson Chesapeake Ltd

Strategy and Organization
Consulting


Business and marketing strategy and
implementation



Marketing and change
communications

Meeting and process facilitation

For more information about our work:
www.HudsonChesapeake.com
sroboff@HudsonChesapeake.com
or call:
Sari C. Roboff, Managing Director
646-383-7600

While the venues changed fairly regularly, the qualities
I most admire in Rabbi Burt—his openness, his embrace of diversity, his loving, joyful spirit, and his
abundant good humor—remained constant throughout
the years. My fond memories of this time include our
young daughter Helena sprawled on the floor of the
synagogue taking crayons to coloring book, of her
proudly holding the braided candle at the haunting
Havdala services that marked the close of Yom Kippur,
of the energetic singing led by Rabbi Burt (who often
doubled as cantor), and of the comic antics of Rabbi
Burt and Rabbi Joseph Gelberman, who teamed up
with Burt to lead services for a number of years.
Ten years ago, I was thrilled to learn that the New
Synagogue had become the Shul of New York and had
found a new home at the Orensanz Center on the
Lower East Side, just blocks from where my father
grew up. I was also very pleased to see that Rabbi Burt
– still embracing openness and diversity, and still displaying his joyful spirit and abundant good humor –
had surrounded himself with a group of wonderful,
committed individuals who formed the synagogue’s
Board of Directors. I was even more delighted to discover The Shul Band, which adds an even richer, more
joyful dimension to the music at services.
I’ve attended every High Holiday service led by Rabbi
Burt since he decided to leave the Riverdale Temple
and strike out on his own over thirty years ago. It’s
been a pleasure to watch him and the synagogue grow
over the years. With the Shul of New York celebrating
its 10th Anniversary, I hope the congregation will continue to have a home for the High Holidays in the magnificent Orensanz Center for a very long time to come.

But no matter whether his Shul’s home is permanent or
not, the one thing I know is that Rabbi Burt will continue to
change in interesting ways. I’ll follow Burt wherever he
goes, even if it’s back to basements and simple rooms.
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SHUL MEMBER JIM GABBE’S NEW BOOK:
THE UNIVERSE OF UNION SQUARE
Even in the mega-mighty world of New York City, the story
of the Union Square area stands out as an astonishing legacy of human achievement, inspiration, folly and courage.
Most of the history had been lost as the community, pummeled by relentless economic and social decay, plummeted
from golden apogee to a derisive afterthought. But now,
restored as a centerpiece of the city – its story is told in
comprehensive and definitive form for the first time – by a
member of our Shul of New York congregation – James
Isaiah Gabbe.
Jim’s book,
The Universe
of
Union
Square–
nearly three
years in the
creating and
with nearly
1000 illustrations and
a companion video –
will be published this
summer and
distributed by Barnes & Noble in September. Says Jim,
“This is a story about hallowed ground: a place where an
unprecedented diversity of people, harmoniously or violently, triumphantly or dismally, shaped a piece of America’s restless, progressive soul. It is truly a small piece of a
giant city worth knowing and saluting.”

THE RABBIʼS DILEMMA
By Bill Lavner, Our Sit-Down Comic

Rabbi Burt is of two worlds, like curry meeting kasha. We
look to him with great respect - this Jewish maharaja.
His sermons on high-holy days prove that heʼs a playa. His
voice booms out from Orensanz to the distant Himalayas.
But was a journey planned to Rishikesh - posing a distraction? With the foods of mother India a calamitous attraction?
Rabbi Burt on Yom Kippur, answered Yawahʼs call. But his
stomach cried for papadum, like at the Wailing Wall.
I detected something curious: from his initial Baruch Hoo,
saliva dribbled down his chin as his lips mouthed
“vindaloo”.
I studied him throughout the day and as his will grew
weaker, his mind was drifting off, perhaps, to a plate of veggie tikka.
At last the service neared its end, with the holy chant of
Yiskor, the Rabbi sang while coveting some pasha sized varnishkes.
Rabbi Burt survived the day with Ghandi-like restraint and
with samosas floating in his head he left with no complaint.



Consider a few of the many remarkable things that are described in The Universe of Union Square:







In the 19th century, the city’s first genteel enclave becomes a mecca for the rich and famous and wannabe
masters of the universe seek to “live in the company of
the money kings.”
America’s first great entertainment center premiers…
American vaudeville is invented… “demigods” of the
Yiddish theater croon and clown… the American
“nightclub” debuts…the earliest film labs and studios
account for seminal breakthroughs in moving picture
technology – and the first film moguls open grand
movie houses.
Many of America’s most lauded artists paint and sculpt
and a coterie of literary lions write and compose immortal works.
Dispossessed, alienated workers rise out of neighboring immigrant slums to confront powerful moneyed
classes… Emma Goldman and other leftist polemicists
give voice to the have-nots…the modern U.S. labor
movement takes shape, Union Square is crowned as
“the house of discontent” and eventually earns designation as a National Historic Landmark.
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The “champagne sparkle” of the Ladies’ Mile reflects
over cosmopolitan shopping emporiums the likes of
which have never since been reproduced in such copious, mammoth, elegant scale – signaling the birth of
modern women’s retailing.
The ignominy of “Boss” Tweed’s Tammany Hall is
trumped by the nobility of Pastor Charles Parkhurst,
Peter Cooper, and a host of other philanthropists, advocates, humanitarians, healers and helpers.
Great and innovative centers of learning are born –
New York University, Cooper Union, The New School,
Baruch College, Stuyvesant High School among them.
And after the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center, the community and then the city and the nation
and the world came there to mourn and heal….

Given the very special nature of our Shul –with its emphasis
on spiritual Judaism characterized by compassion, love and
egalitarianism – it sounds like we fit right in with the spirit
of The Universe of Union Square. In fact, Jim tells us that
Rabbi Burt and the Shul are part of the story….
Jim hopes that Shul members will join him at the book’s
gala launch – to be hosted by The National Arts Club on
September 16th (invitation to be sent to congregants this
summer).

People behind the Magical Music,

continued

Rebecca Bellingham, Vocals

Lilly Lavner, Vocals

Rebecca
Bellingham
wasn’t always Jewish,
but she says she was
destined to become so
and to sing in The Shul
Band. As a Unitarian
twenty-year-old college
student she dated a
Rabbi’s son, who gave
her a tape of Jewish folk songs that his family had recorded to guitar music. To his amusement and embarrassment, Rebecca played the recording all the time.
Blessed with a vibrant soprano voice, she went on to
sing professionally at weddings, often performing
these same songs even when the newlyweds weren’t
Jewish.

Lilly Lavner is very busy
these days – and enjoying it
immensely. “On leave” from
the Band, she’s in graduate
school at the University of
Michigan, earning a dual masters degree in Higher Education and in Molecular, Cellular, and
Developmental
Biology. Her aspiration? To
hold an administrative position at a 4-year institution, while lecturing part-time in biology. For her, the perfect balance.

Rebecca pursued a career as an actor and singer, until
she married Ben Saltman – who else but a Jewish
doctor – when she decided to leave show business to
lead a more conventional family life and to become a
Jew. She has since taught fourth graders at the
Berkeley Carroll School in Brooklyn, but now works at
Columbia Teachers College in the Reading and Writing
Program. This job takes Rebecca to New York City
Public Schools where she offers model mini lessons to
teachers and administrators on how to create an
inspiring reading and writing immersion program that,
run in a workshop setting, gets young kids to model
themselves on real readers and writers.
Rebecca and Ben first encountered Adam Feder and
The Shul Band at a Shabbat service at the Orensanz
Center when they were looking for a place to get
married. Hearing The Shul Band play, they hired them
for their wedding on the spot and eventually selected
Orensanz as the venue.
Thanks to this serendipitous encounter, Rebecca found
her way back to Jewish music when she was inspired
to approach the band about joining them. Rebecca’s
ethereal rendering of Adam Feder’s song “So May it
Be” has the power to soothe all those who need
healing. Fate or kismet has led Rebecca to travel full
circle – living the family life she has sought, while also
feeling the joy of performing in a meaningful context,
and fulfilling her destiny to sing at the Shul of New
York. (VMH)

Outside of classes, she’s a volunteer for the campus
Common Ground organization, facilitating social justice
workshops to help students resolve “in-group/out-group”
conflicts around campus. She also works part-time for the
Science Learning Center, training students to run peer-topeer study groups in biology, math, and other technical
subjects.
Nonetheless, Lilly still finds time for her music. And we’re
glad she does, with her effortlessly-delivered pitch-perfect
voice that brightens every song she sings and every male
voice she accompanies. Lilly goes to Karaoke with friends,
plans to perform at weddings with a local band, and made
it to the semi-finals for Michigan Idol.
Lilly found The Shul Band – and the Shul – early on. She
was in junior high school when she met Adam at the
Village Temple (VT). He was leading musical activities and
conducting an alternative service, and Lilly helped him
with the younger children. On the side, though, Adam had
also started playing at the Shul with Rabbi Burt, whom
Lilly remembered as the VT’s former interim rabbi. Adam
asked Lilly to help him out at the Shul and over time he
recruited her into the band.
When she first saw Rabbi Burt at Orensanz, Lilly was
struck by the change she noticed in him. “At Orensanz, he
was able to make it his own. The services became spirited
and powerful. I was impressed that Burt could sing, really
sing, really put on a show.” Lilly liked The Shul so much,
she brought her parents, Sara and Bill, who quickly became
integral members of the community.
Lilly loves singing with The Shul Band because she “gets to
perform with these amazing musicians. Plus, the guys are
ridiculous all the time, they’re such goof balls. So being
with them is just fun.” (SR)

Celebrate a Simcha...
Memorialize a Loved One…
Make an inscription on the Shul Quilt
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The Shul Band: The Real
Matt Snyder, Clarinet

Adam Seidman, Keyboard

As a full-time archivist in the music research division of the New
York Public Library, Matt wades
through mountains of materials
donated by producers, composers,
and musicians, among them the
innovator Meredith Monk and the
late jazz chanteuse Susannah
McCorkle. He looks for the big
picture that will make sense of the
documents and creates “finding
aids” to guide researchers through
the collections.

Adam Seidman has pretty
much grown up in The Shul
Band. From a sixth-grade Sunday School student at the Village Temple to a twenty-fouryear old Oberlin graduate
working in Boston. A musical
wunderkind on both the piano
and the guitar, when Adam
Feder came to direct the children’s choir at the VT, Little
Adam followed Big Adam to
the Shul of New York and the rest is history.

His ability to play close attention to the detail and synthesize it into something meaningful may also explain
the power of Matt’s clarinet playing. Perhaps his masterful technique, as he races through a dizzying array of
notes, touches us because he captures an underlying
emotion and spirituality, creating the joyous Klezmerinspired wail of his instrument.

Adam works for Earthwatch Institute, which engages
people in scientific research and education worldwide to
promote understanding of what actions are necessary to
achieve a sustainable environment. Adam’s job entails
speaking at conferences and at independent schools, in
order to spread the message of how little actions by individuals can make a collectively huge difference for our
environment.

Matt came to The Shul Band through what he describes
as a somewhat “accidental round on the synagogue circuit.” After grad school (in music at Indiana), he ran into
a college friend on a Manhattan bus. The new cantor at
Central Synagogue, the friend invited Matt to play there.
Another friend happened to hear him at Central and introduced him to a rabbi in White Plains. And that’s
where Matt was playing the night Vera Michaels heard
him and insisted he get in touch with Adam.

Recently Adam opened an envelope detailing his next
assignment – Mission Impossible style – hoping that it
would direct him to travel to some place like Fiji. Instead,
his mission was to another four letter location: Reno, Nevada. Not falling far from the tree, Adam shares the
wanderlust of his parents Karen and Doug. Passionate
about world travel, Adam can boast of having sojourned
on six continents – Antarctica is on the wish list.

Matt vividly remembers his first “gig” at the Shul: September 7, 2000, the night the Shul received and blessed
our Torah. “It was intense, with the congregation getting
its Torah in the special place that Orensanz is.”

The Shul Band’s trip to Auschwitz and Krakow in 2006
was very meaningful to Adam Seidman. He was particularly touched by people’s reactions to the Klezmer band’s
distinctive sound.

Over the years, we’ve come to
know not only Matt, but his
wife, Rachel, as well. The
daughter of a retired minister
and early leader in the interfaith movement, Rachel heads
up pre-school services at the
Brooklyn Public Library.
Many of us recently had the
opportunity to meet their
lovely new-born son, Colin
Milo, at his baby naming at
Shabbat services on March 5.

Music is an important part of Adam’s life. He has built a
home recording studio in his Boston apartment, and often listens to folk music at the Passim Club in Harvard
Square. He comes back to join The Shul Band for High
Holy Days and for some private gigs. He writes music
but hasn’t yet chosen to perform it publicly. And for
more fun – he goes on long distance bike rides, at times
to raise funds for the MS. Society. The next bike ride is
all the way from Vermont to Delaware. Hey Adam, New
York is about half-way there. (VMH)

The best part of being in The
Shul Band? “It’s a real working band, with the same people playing. We know the
music really well, so we can
make really good music.” (SR)
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Shul Member Shines on NBC Mini-Series
By Sari Roboff
Eli Seidman, son of Karen and
Doug Seidman, enjoyed a starturn on December’s NBC TV
mini-series, “The Sing Off.”
The former sound technician
for The Shul Band, Eli is a
member – and currently president – of Tufts University’s
highly popular, all-male a cappella singing group, The Beelzebubs. The “Bubs” sing oncampus and on tour. They also
work extensively with middle and high school students
in many states and abroad, running workshops that
turn kids on to music and to a cappella singing, in particular.
On “The Sing Off,” Eli and 11 fellow Bubs sang, emulated instruments, and animatedly choreographed their
way through spirited arrangements of Magical Mystery
Tour, Sweet Caroline, a Who medley, and other favorites, all to rave reviews by the judges (said Sing-Off
judge Nicole Scherzinger, "You're so playful and so
colorful. You're not afraid to take risks, and you don't
take yourselves too seriously”).
The Bubs beat out over 1,000 groups along the way,
finishing in second place on the final broadcast, in front
of 7.5 million viewers. Their CD sales have skyrocketed and they’ve had more requests for live appearances than ever before. As Eli noted, “It’s been an
amazing experience that none of us will ever forget!”
Mazel Tov, Eli!

Shalom
Equanimity
by Dani Durkin

Shalom
From the guitar’s first faint strains to the dancing of the
wicks
Shalom
And the rain is blue cold and the street light goes out
Shalom
When the music defeats you, then is you, and the violin
string breaks
Shalom
With his lullaby, and this newborn, in his joy, then in his
doubt
Shalom
When her hands paint prayers for others to hear, and
palms clap
Shalom
When you want to give up, when the grief well runs so
deep and so low
Shalom
With the sun rise, when it heals you, when it burns you
Shalom
On the downside, on your bitter lips, in the twilight
Shalom
When the water rises, and you float or go under with the
tide
Shalom
When the smile blooms roses across her lips, and when her
skylight eyes spill tears
Shalom
On days you do your best, and then on days you fail, and
breathe weakness
Shalom
When the clouds race, and you need, “I love you”
Shalom
When you pour out your heart, and her cup is empty and
silent

Credit: Roger Sherman

Shalom
And you offer everything, expect nothing, and sing this, in
a rainstorm
Shalom
When you are alone, and together, where there is thunder,
where there is light
Here is Shalom.
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The Shul Band: The Real People behind the Magical Music
By Vera Michaels Hearns & Sari Roboff

Even before services begin, they have started their work, their music giving rise to a singularly spiritual air. At every
Shabbat, Havdala, and High Holiday service they amplify the joy, the reflection, and the growth we experience through
the spiritual leadership of Rabbi Burt.
We all know their music. But, while The Shul Band plays a most central and special role at our Shul, how many of us
know the musicians who make the music – and make our spirits soar? Curious to learn more, we interviewed them
about their lives outside of the Band and what playing in the Band means to them. Here’s what we discovered. (SR)

Adam Feder, Band Leader, Guitar, Vocals
The greatest joy in Adam Feder’s
life these days is, together with his
lovely wife Antje, raising their son.
Ben, nearly two, is learning sign
language as a way of communicating his needs to his parents. I’ve
seen this in action. During Oneg
Shabbat, Ben signed his wish for a
cookie, with a sense of quiet confidence, knowing that he could convey his desire clearly, and that the
cookie fix was on its way.
Over the past ten years at the Shul
of New York, we have watched Adam transform himself
from the Children’s Choir Teacher at the Village Temple
into Musical Director extraordinaire of The Shul Band.
He has the uncanny ability to gather gifted musicians to
create uplifting music at our Shul services.
A talented songwriter, Adam is in the process of
recording three different CDs. All the live music of the
last High Holy Days, as well as some from our Shabbat
services of the past year has been captured and will be
edited for a CD that will be available for our tenth anniversary celebration this May 7th. Adam is also excited to
be working on a CD with Rebecca Bellingham that he
hopes will be sublime; “the music we hear in an organic
way.”
In his other life, Adam has a Masters degree in Social
Work and spent five years working with terminally ill
patients in the Calvary Hospice. Two things you might
not have known about Adam. He is an excellent cook,
taking after his Dad Stewart, and that his earliest passion
and potential career choice was to be a fisherman. He
spent hours perched on riverbanks, only to discover that
life as a charter fishing boat captain out of Montauk
would be hampered by major motion sickness.
Fishing and hospice work may have contributed to
Adam’s interest in Zen Buddhism. A long-time student
of Zen, Adam keeps meditation an enduring part of his
regimen. But these days his practice is less about going
on retreats than about integrating his life. What prepares
a man to come into his own? Cooking, meditation, working with the dying and fishing at the edge of a pond, it all
fits. This is the road Adam has taken to create the beautiful music that is finally “what I wanted to sound like
when I was in college.” (VMH)
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Seth Ginsberg, Mandolin
“How do you lose a mandolin
on the subway?” The question
was too irresistible not to ask. “
Well,” said Seth, “ as you’re
heading to a children’s Shabbat
celebration at the Kesslers, you
make sure you get your threeyear-old child off the train, and
his scooter, and his backpack,
and two minutes later when the
door closes, you realize you left
your mandolin on the train.”
Clearly Seth has his priorities in
the right place. Still it hurt to lose his precious mandolin.
A man of many instruments, he started playing the violin
in the fourth grade, saxophone in High School, guitar
and mandolin later on. His Dad tried to dissuade him
from the rock n’ roll bug, but Seth is truly happiest and
most fully engaged when he plays music. He is passionate about bluegrass, country, jazz, and folk music and has
a roving band that includes our bass player Dave. He
happily plays Klezmer tunes for us ever since Adam
Feder recruited him to The Shul Band.
Music is Seth’s day job as well. He is Director of CMP,
Creative Music Programs, organizing an Artists-inResidency program in public schools for the Board of
Education. The artists spend ten weeks in the same
school with the same kids teaching them the history of
traditional American music in a program that parallels
their regular curriculum.
The Shul Band’s trip in Poland, Auschwitz and Krakow
were personal high points in Seth’s life.
Here is something we didn’t know about Seth: he is a
master bread baker. A favorite is cracked wheat with
sunflower seeds. And when not in the kitchen, he and
TV news producer wife, Judy, tend their Williamsburg
garden with their two boys, Charlie and Nate. (VMH)

10th Anniversary Shabbat Service
Friday, May 7 at 6:30 pm
at the Orensanz Foundation
172 Norfolk Street, So. of Houston, east of 1st Ave
No charge, but please RSVP: www.theshulofnewyork.org

Ernesto Villalobos, Violin
The sole non-Jewish member of The Shul Band, Veracruz-born
violinist
Ernesto magically captures
in his playing the joy, the
haunted yearnings, and the
spirituality that infuse Jewish liturgical and folk music.
It seems to come to him
naturally.
Years before
Adam recruited him to the
band (over beer at CBGB’s,
having just heard Ernesto
play in a rock band), one of Ernesto’s teachers at the
Manhattan School of Music had an intuition -- Patina
Kopec introduced Ernesto to melodies from Hungary
and Israel. Before he knew it, he’d won a scholarship
to study on Kibbutz Eilon with world-renowned master violinist Shlomo Mintz. During the day he honed
his skills in classical violin. But in the evenings, he
jammed with local musicians. And then there was the
Klezmer music<
Ernesto grew up in a family of musicians
(grandmother, father, and uncles) and has been playing
violin since he was 3. He is a recognized composer,
blending in his songs the sounds of rural Veracruz, the
classical tradition, and what he calls the “modern
grooves of New York.”
Recently he was commissioned by the UN, where he works as an audio engineer for their global radio network, to compose a choral work. Written in Esperanto, Printempo Kanto
(Song of Spring) will be performed by the United Nations Singers at the upcoming World Expo in Shanghai.
As for his virtuosity on his instrument, when The
Chieftains and Ry Cooder needed a violinist for their
new Irish/Mexican CD, San Patricio, they turned to
Ernesto.
Ernesto’s first impression of the Shul was powerful.
He describes “walking into Orensanz and feeling total
awe, then hearing the words of Rabbi Burt, amazed
that his way of dealing with religion could even exist.
He was more a mystic than a regular rabbi, one who
sees past our differences to find our commonalities.”
And Ernesto saw a congregation that came together,
“not out of guilty conscience or obligation, but to be
with each other.”
Asked what he likes most about playing in The Shul
Band, he replied, “We trust each other totally. We
come to play and pray with each other. And we are
making music with the community and opening a
whole chest of emotions. It’s alive.” (SR)

Dave Hertzberg, Upright Bass
Last fall, Dave became the elementary school orchestra teacher
in Dobbs Ferry and he loves his
job. After 7 years as a teaching
artist with two arts-in-education
organizations (LEAP and Arts
Connection), he savors being able
to give his students “the in-depth
skills they need to really understand music.”
Dave is well-prepared for his new
-found profession. Listening to Guns & Roses, he taught
himself guitar chord-by-chord in junior high. He found
himself drawn to the electric bass (“someone had to do it),
and the role stuck – probably because of the natural sense
of harmonics and innate timing he brings to The Shul Band.
A growing interest in jazz led him to the upright (or double) bass – and then to a music major at Tufts and a masters
in jazz from the Manhattan School of Music.
As a teenager, Dave spent several summers as the guitar
guy at the North American Federation of Youth’s (NFTY’s)
national leadership camp, Kutz, leading services or one of
many other frequent song sessions. With its emphasis on
being, “open, inclusive, and creating a strong spiritual
vibe,” NFTY, Reform Judaism’s youth movement, was a
big and formative part of his life. He lost that connection at
college, though, where he found Hillel too conventional,
and religion in Israel “too intense,” too polarizing.
Dave found his way to The Shul Band through Seth Ginsburg, whom he met at LEAP. “My first impression of the
Shul was that it was just like NFTY and Kutz. There’s an
open feeling, it’s non-traditional, and there’s the music.
That’s what I got in touch with here.”
When he’s not teaching or playing with The Shul Band,
Dave is the bassist for several Latin groups, including a
Colombian band, Folklore Urbano, and La Bola, a Cuban
band that plays Timba, a distant cousin to Salsa.
Being involved with The Shul Band and the Shul “is now
the Jewish part of my life. I’m working in the band, but I’m
in this very warm community, I’m playing with close
friends. I’m not being pressured to be or anything I’m not.
To have that through music is really special to me.” (SR)

Sabrina Lastman, Vocals
The profile of Sabrina, the Band’s Ladino
vocalist via Uruguay and Israel, will appear
in the High Holy Day issue of the News
From The Heart newsletter.
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