
As we get closer to the High Holydays, almost all 
of us begin to think about the ways we are living 

our lives. That’s really the main purpose of Rosh Ha-
Shana and Yom Kippur: to give us a chance to pause in 
our hectic and busy routines to think about how we’re 
living our precious lives: in terms of our relationship 
to our families and friends; in terms of our relationship 
to the community; and in terms of how we are treating 
ourselves. I think that one of the most important com-
mitments we can make in our lives is to live our lives 
in the light of our ethical values.  Of course as we think 
about ethics, we do not necessarily think about them 
only in terms of religion. I know that many people who 
are not what we might think of as religious, who are 
completely and authentically ethical people. But, now, 
I’d like to focus on ethics from a religious and from a 
Jewish perspective.                          (continued on p. 2)

Message from the Rabbi

Living an Ethical Life
by Rabbi Burt

The Community’s Ideas:

On Ethical Living
• Be as kind as you can be, whenever you can

• Respect others and live with kindness

• Attempt to do good; do no harm

• Treat people & businesses with truthfulness

• We use up too many resources

• Being Americans, our life style is supported by the 
oppression of other people

• Influence the few people we can (our kids,  employ-
ees) with ideas on living an ethical life

•  Live from a place of identification and commonality 
with others; determine to help, not harm 

• A manager of my investment account pushed hard to 
buy a high yield fund that invests in Nigeria and other 
misogynistic countries. I turned him down.

• “The world is a dangerous place to live, not because 
people are evil, but because of the people who don’t 
do anything about it.”          —Albert Einstein

Upcoming Events

Upcoming Events

News From The Heart
Fall 2014/5775

Rabbi Burt Siegel

The Shul of New York

Spiritual Judaism

www.theshulofnewyork.org

A Synagogue for

Erev Rosh Ha’Shana: Wed., Sept. 24, at 7pm
Rosh Ha’Shana: Thursday, Sept. 25, at 10 am

Erev Yom Kippur: Friday, Oct. 3 at 7 pm
Yom Kippur: Saturday, Oct. 4 at 10 am

*IMPORTANT: Please watch our website and 
check your email for location of each service.
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(continued from p.1) 
As I have talked about for so many years, love is the 
very essence of all religions including, of course, our 
Jewish religion. As the years have gone by, and as I have 
deepened my spiritual understanding, I have come to 
more fully comprehend what love means. From the ear-
liest days of the Jewish faith, thousands of years ago, the 
words of the Torah; “You shall love everyone as your-
self’ have been understood as the greatest teaching of 
the Torah. Love is the touchstone of an ethical life. Now 
we all know that we can’t love everyone, or even like 
everyone.

But we can—and I think this is the inner meaning of 
the Torah’s teaching—RESPECT everyone. Respect is, 
I think, a very real meaning of the LOVE that the Torah 
expresses in that beautiful teaching.  Part of the mean-
ing of respecting other people is not imposing on them 
our idea of who they should be or how they should live 
their lives. We all do that more than we might realize. 
Of course there are limits; obviously, people who are 
destructive and believe that’s how they should live their 
lives can’t be respected.

So, when we think about how we are living our lives, and 
when we think about how we are trying to be as loving as 
we can possibly be, then we are actually thinking about 
how we are living according to our ethical values.

For many philosophers of all religions—including the 
philosophers of our Jewish religion—the biggest stum-
bling block to living an ethical life is our egotism and 

our arrogance. If we are full of ourselves, there is no 
room in our hearts for other people. Everything centers 
around us if we are driven by egotism. When that hap-
pens there is not much chance that we can treat other 
people in an ethical and loving way. If I’m ethical, I of-
ten think of YOU first.

As we become more spiritual, we see more clearly that 
just as important as it is to think clearly, it is equally im-
portant to feel that we are spiritual beings; that we have 
a God-given soul.

When we can really understand that at the very center of 
who we are is the God-within, the soul- within, then it is 
not so difficult to live a beautiful and meaningful ethical 
life. We learn that we can trust the God-within, we can 
rely on the soul-within to guide us along the journey of 
life. Being ethical becomes more and more “automatic.”
During this sacred time of the year, I hope we can all 
find some time in our complex lives to think about  our 
true spiritual selves and how connecting to that will 
connect us to the real ethical way we can live.

Table of Contents

Newsletter Staff

Why Do We See Four Legs Tiptoe Out 
Before the Service Ends?

We hope you will enjoy the gift of giving and sponsor an Oneg for a special occasion, in memory of someone you 
love, or just because… We all appreciate the camaraderie over food, the dedication of the occasion, and the 
homeless appreciate the leftovers. Without your support, the Shul sponsors the Oneg with its limited budget. 

The website will walk you through an Oneg and so will we.
     Sponsoring an Oneg will put a smile on your face.

Carrie Schwartz:
I grew up where the only Shul models were Or-

thodox. I remember going to Great Grandmother’s 
house Saturdays and looking in the broom closet to 
see when Shabbat was over, so we could watch TV 
and turn on the lights. Family would gather there, 
then later at my Grandmother’s. Food was always 
at the center. We’d all enjoy a good meal. We’d all 
talk at the same time, so there were conversations go-
ing on all around. That is what Onegs are like: the 
Shul family getting together, relaxing, having great 
conversations over food and drink celebrating a spe-
cial occasion or remembrance of someone special. 

My life until recently was in banking, and now I 
work in an Optical Center. I met Rabbi Burt at medi-
tation class at Gilda’s Club & was invited to the Torah 
dedication.  Pouring the juice and unwrapping things so 
the people sponsoring the Onegs can enjoy the service 
is one of my ways to add to this dedication.  We enjoy 
everything from Challah, Egyptian cheese to eggplant.  
Sponsoring an Oneg will put a smile on your face.  

father taught me early on in life to embrace all of who I 
am and to appreciate myself with humility and a sense 
of humor.  Being short was one of my strengths. Peo-
ple would always remember me; little kids would use 
me as a measuring stick; everyone could appreciate all 
of their attributes by watching and laughing with me.

Florence Roen: 
I searched for a Shul and a volunteer job. Rabbi 

Burt’s sermons, the Shul band, and meeting Karen & 
Doug  Seidman convinced me I’d found a house of 
worship to attend.  When Karen asked me to be the 
Oneg coordinator with Carrie Schwartz, I knew it was 
the perfect job. I love food, entertaining & showing my 
love for friends and family through food. That is the 
way I grew up! My home was a place for family gath-
erings and dinners. My mother, a true balabusta, was 
always prepared. I hope I’ve followed in her footsteps. 
The Shul is known as the Shul of Love. Leftover food 
from the Onegs are left for the homeless sheltered at 
Friends.  My parents taught me and my brother, may 
he rest in peace, to respect those less fortunate. My 
father and his family escaped from Nazi Germany. 
Members who had faced adversity were always in our 
home.  My mother worked as a social worker for the 
disabled. Her clients frequently came to our house to 
work.  My brother and I learned to respect all people 
and embrace their differences. I worked as a teacher 
and staff developer for over 25 years, working in de-
pressed areas of the city for  most of my career. I taught 
my students to set  realistic goals,  encouraged parents 
to cheer their children on, and shared this philosophy 
with teachers. That was my parents’ influence on me.

One Friday night there was a visitor at the Shul. 
She was the daughter of the Rabbi from Hamelin, Ger-
many. Once it was announced that she came from the 
town where the legend of the Pied Piper came from, 
I sat up straight and listened carefully.  That was the 
town where my father, his brothers, and my grandpar-
ents came from in Germany. Six degrees of separation!

Sometimes I get lost in the Oneg crowd, being my 
cute short self. But when this happens, I remember 
what Kenny Bookbinder, past Shul President said after 
my adult Bat Mitzvah speech. “Florence, you have the 
heart of a giant.” The Rabbi often introduces me during 
Onegs as the shortest member of the congregation. My 
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Marsha  Leo:     
Shul School Principal

 from 2002-2013
 by Laine Barton

My son began his Shul School education with 8 
children of all different levels in one room at Henry 
St. Settlement.  The Shul School had some growing 
to do!  When Marsha, smart, passionate, kind and 
organized whirled in, it was  clear she knew how to 
educate, and it took little urg-
ing to jump in with her. Soon 
after Marsha became Princi-
pal, the number of students 
(and teachers) doubled, then 
tripled.  Marsha just knew 
how to make the school grow. 

Her husband says it well. 
“Marsha with children is like 
a hand to a glove, a genetic, 
natural fit.  Her gift for com-
municating with children 
spills over into a gift con-
necting with parents.  Chil-
dren are her joy, and the re-
ward is seeing them grow.”

Marsha began teaching 
(1964) in challenging NYC 
areas, like Brownsville and 
Crown Heights. When they 
moved 15 years later to Cal-
ifornia, she became secular principal to an orthodox 
Yeshiva. (Here’s a woman able to survive in extremes!) 
In 1989 she returned to NYC, & finished her public 
teaching career in Chinatown teaching children of Chi-
nese workers who wanted their children to get ahead 
- parallel to  the Jewish immigrants when they arrived. 

In 2002,  Marsha took the “high paying pro-
bono” job at the Shul School. For 10 years, she 
guided the school, providing sparkling collabora-
tive leadership, supporting her committee’s projects 
to develop curriculum, add a community volunteer 
component, go on student trips to Jewish Museums 
and mostly, be organized.  She was a fabulous team 
leader, a flexible collaborator, and a good friend 
to those who worked with her.  Last year she need-
ed to leave the position to deal with family  affairs. 
Thank you Marsha. Your “miracle grow” worked.

Steve Leo’s
Innovative (and Quite 

Funny) Family
 by Steve Leo 

In 1937 at a family wedding several members of my 
father’s mothers’ family formed a kinsmen or cousin’s 
club. My grandmother’s maiden name is Bashner and 
the group was named The Bashner Kinsmen. My grand-
mother was one of 7 children, 6 of whom had children; 

22 in all. The kinsmen added 
my generation as we came 
of age and met monthly, ex-
cept summers,till 1978. We 
held picnics, Hanukah par-
ties, New Year’s Eve parties 
and a gala 35th anniversary 
party in 1972. The diaspora 
of my generation ended the 
regular monthly gatherings, 
with several reunions in 
the 1980’s at hotels in the 
Catskill mountains till 1989. 

In 2008, we gathered 
together again in Lancaster, 
Pa. with family from Cali-
fornia, Atlanta, Philadel-
phia, New Jersey, Florida, 
Washington, DC and even 
Brooklyn; 137 in all. 

——————
From 1937 to 1978 

minutes of the meetings were kept and recorded in 
a journal I have cherished since the passing of my 
father in 1995 who was the recording secretary for 
many years. 

Most of the entries are hilarious to me because I 
knew the characters, many of whom truly were char-
acters! Others are of historical interest.                                     

————————
Feb. 14, 1943 

Communications were then in order. A letter was 
received from Cpl. Morton Bashner thanking all the 
kinsmen for sending him and also the rest of the boys 
in service the Reader’s Digest.
January 13, 1952

The heartiest congratulations were extended to Mr. 
& Mrs. Sam Leo on their 42nd Anniversary.  No battle 

scars showing yet.
October 18, 1987  (Minutes 1987 Reunion at the 

Raleigh Hotel in So. Fallsburg, NY) 
By popular demand the following officers got vol-

unteered by the assembled group (who outnumbered 
them). Nobody could decide what the responsibilities 
of each office were, but there was general agreement 
that the presidency meant “organizing everything and 
everyone and doing what everyone else refused or for-
got to do.” 

MEETING OF MAY 5TH, 1952 
(BROADWAY CENTRAL HOTEL)

The 120th meeting of the Bashner Kinsmen was 
opened & called to order at 9:40 P.M. by President 
Leah Klied.  The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read & accepted with reservations by Stan Leo 
& Lou Bashner who asked the secretary to use plain 
“Mamalochen”-manufactured, no doubt, by the same 
people who produce Jergens lotion.

PICNIC
Several parks & picnic areas were suggested but the 

committee felt that a picnic in June in Rockaway, on 
the patio fronting Lou & Bertha’s palatial beach estate 
would satisfy most people.  It was fought for energeti-
cally by our worthy president & elder statesman Sam 

Bashner with gratifying results since the more cynical 
minded ones were persuaded to accept this project in 
the best interests of family tranquility.
SECRETARY REPORT

On Manny Bashner’s suggestion, the minutes of 
the previous meeting were sent to our distant relatives, 
with negative results.  

P.S.  The secretary has now discontinued the prac-
tice since he feels that acknowledgement of effort 
should be accorded such sterling work.

Also in Old Business, the New Year’s affair 
was kicked around for a change with no conclusion 
reached.  A further suggestion by Pauline Leo that the 
affair should include all the children and take the form 
of a week at a resort got a few bruises.

NEW BUSINESS
In Good & Welfare, the President made several 

caustic remarks concerning the rudeness of some of the 
kinsmen playing cards during discussions of important 
business & asked that this practice be discontinued.  
She was greeted with applause by the non card players.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:57 P.M.  All par-
took of the hospitality of Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Bash-
ner, our hosts for the evening.

Photos: 

Facing page: Steve & Marsha Leo.

This Page: Left, Three Leo broth-
ers dressed as the Andrew sisters

Right, Frieda and Nathan Bashner 
(the Founders)
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The Shul School 

 
by Lisa Lewis

This year the Shul School had lots of great 
activities!

Our Classes:
• 4 different level classes preK–7th grade
• 4 teachers (2 native Hebrew speakers, 3 

musicians, 4 loving & knowledgeable staff 
members)

• Celebrated 5  B’nai Mitzvot
• Opened with Tefillah, a joyous gathering of 

song, prayer, learning and laughter
• Made 10+ craft projects
• Played countless games to learn Hebrew and 

Jewish history
• Studied Hebrew weekly
• Worked with Adam of the Shul Band & learned 

our own traditional songs

Our Field Trips:
Yeshiva Museum: Jews in Persia –the History 
and Grandeur.  We visited right when Iran was all 
over 
the news! It gave us a neat perspective.

Yeshiva Museum: Historic Synagogues.  Stu-
dents built their own model Shuls then saw the 
exhibit of Synagogue models from around the 
world.

Shul School Newsletter:
Student journalists worked with Laine & pub-
lished 3 issues of Shul School News, the last one 
about families.

Community:
Two social action projects took place in collabo-
ration with the Educational Alliance:
1.   Served in a soup kitchen for Jewish Seniors
2. Shaloch Manot: made Purim food baskets 
for the homeless (with which they were VERY 
thrilled).

At the Shul:
Attended eight Family Friendly Fridays at the Shul
• Danced with the Torah 
• Led a service with Misha leading prayers & 

songs
• At the Family service, we premiered an origi-

nal song Adam wrote for us! 
• Celebrated a special Chinese/Jewish New 

Year—learned about Jews on the Silk Road, 
China’s openness during the Holocaust, Chi-
nese Jews today and ate a lot of dumplings!

It has been an amazing, engaging year at 
the Shul School! We look forward to another 
great one starting September 15. 

TESTIMONIALS:
On the last day of class, 
the kids all made scrolls of 
school (or paper airplanes). 
Here are some great kid 
quotes from the paper air-
planes:

“I thought Shul School was 
going to be bad... but now I 
LOVE IT!”

“The year was awesome!”

“I thought that it would be like normal school...It 
turned out that we get to play lots of games!”

“I liked it when we donated food”

I like.....
• the homework
• the field trips
• having a small class
• crafts making a golden calf out of candy!
• and I learned the rest of the aleph-bet!

Randi Hoffman for Shay:
 Forgiveness

Shay’s Torah portion is the Vayigash in Gen-
esis, about forgiveness in the story of Joseph and 
his family in ancient Egypt. I don’t see how any-
one can be a parent for more than a few days, or 
move through the world at all for that matter, with-
out understanding, forgiveness, compassion and 
generosity. It would be excruciating.

The Dalai Lama writes about forgiving the 
person, not the action. To mesh with Shay’s Pearl 
Harbor speech, his words say, “Destroying your 
enemy, your neighbor, means destroying yourself 
in the long run.” Spiritual development begins as a 
spark, and takes time.

In her poem, “Good Night, Willie Lee,” Alice 
Walker says, “The healing of our wounds is a for-
giveness that permits a promise.” Again, fresher, 
lighter things, a promise of a different future, all 
are possible after forgiveness.

Some of my favorite quotes are more irrever-
ent on the matter. I’ve always loved Mark Twain, 
wiser, more perceptive and more sarcastic than I 
expected:

Life is short. Break the rules. Forgive quickly. 
Kiss slowly. Love truly. Laugh uncontrollably.

And Oscar Wilde says:
Always forgive your enemies. Nothing annoys 

them so much.

Keith Walzer-Goldfield 
for Stephan and Jules:

The Ephemeral Nature of Things

I started to think how sad that all this effort is put into 
things that we will just dispose of so quickly.  And this 
reminded me of how Mom and I used to look forward to 
the time every year when the Tibetan monks would arrive 
at the World Trade Tower to spend several weeks making 
their incredible Mandala – an intricate design made by 
pouring beautifully colored sand – only to wipe it away 
once it was completed.  It seemed so harsh – this reminder 
of the ephemeral nature of things….

But, the B’nai Mitzvah is not just this moment.  What 
you did tonight was beautiful, but this ritual is part of a 
process, one which you’ve tackled with incredible disci-
pline and taken great care.

Josh Feder for Stella: Rituals

 We are very proud to see you standing on the beemah, 
wearing the prayer shawl my grandfather wore, I wore 
at my bar mitzvah, and your mother and I were married 
under.

 When your mother and I were planning our wedding, I 
admired her perfect happiness with the idea of eloping, but 
I was insistent, you might even say stubborn, about having 
a ceremony with friends and family.  When I’m stubborn, 
I usually get my way.  I believe there are a few special oc-
casions in your life, a few rites of passage, that are worth 
marking with a special celebration.  

Marisa Thalberg for Hannah

Hannah, your name (which I had picked out soon after your Papa Harry 
died, way before there was a you... Or even a daddy!) carries with it the 
Hebrew meaning of “grace.”  And little did we know then, when we named 
you, that we had chosen a name that you could not more perfectly embody.  
Hannah, you carry with you a grace of spirit that is so very rare, especially 
in a person your age. It is a grace that distinguishes you.  It cannot be made 
up, or taught, and not only do we love you for it, we admire you for it.  Your 
genuine goodness and kind heart is apparent in how you behave toward us, 
your adored sister Avery, your teachers, your relatives, your friends, and 
perfect strangers.  You spoke today about spreading the “light”—Hannah 
you radiate light, and you light up everyone around you.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Talks
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kind of way,” Joy Mach said.
It wasn’t their plan to have the surgeries so 

close to the holiday.
But there they were on Thursday morning, be-

ing rolled into side-by-side rooms inside the hos-
pital on E. 68th St.

 Pearl Gabel/Pearl Gabel/ New York Daily 
News Richard and Joy Mach met up for the first 
time postsurgery on Friday afternoon. 

They were in very good hands.
The couple’s surgeons, Dr. Sandip Kapur and 

Dr. Joseph Del Pizzo, pioneered a technique to 
perform the procedure using telescopes sent into 
the body through a tiny incision in the belly but-
ton. This minimally invasive procedure yields less 
scarring and a shorter recovery time.

The surgeries were flawless. Minutes after Del 
Pizzo extracted one of Richard’s kidneys, Kapur 
and his team had implanted it into Joy’s body.

The couple met up for the first time postsur-
gery on Friday afternoon.

Sitting in side-by-side hospital beds, Richard 
Mach raised his wife’s right hand to his lips and 
gave it a gentle kiss.

Of the gift he gave his wife, Richard said, “It’s 
from the heart. It’s love. In the truest sense of the 
word, that’s what Valentine’s Day is all about.”

Husband Gives Sick Wife Life-Saving 
Kidney Transplant For Valentine’s Day

[This article by Rich Schapiro is reprinted with permission from the The New York Daily News. 
It originally ran Sarturday, February 15, 2014.]

Richard Mach, 62, gave his wife, Joy 
Mach, the ultimate Valentine’s Day 
gift when he donated his kidney to her. 
The transplant means Joy, who suffers 
from Crohn’s disease, will likely avoid 
ever having to undergo painful dialysis 
treatments.

ever give her,” Richard Mach, 62, told the Daily 
News. “I don’t think I’ll be able to top it ever again, 
that’s for sure.

“I think we’ll have to go back to chocolate after 
this,” he quipped.

Joy Mach, who suffers from Crohn’s disease, 
started experiencing kidney problems a few 
years ago.

The transplant means she will likely avoid ever 
having to undergo painful dialysis treatments.

 Pearl Gabel/New York Daily News Sitting in 
side-by-side hospital beds, Richard Mach raised his 
wife’s right hand to his lips and gave it a gentle kiss. 

“It couldn’t be a better gift,” Joy Mach said 
from her hospital bed. “We laughed about it, that 
he couldn’t come up with any ideas after 40 years 
so he decided to give me one of his organs. It was 
so fortuitous. It really was.”

Both New York City natives, the couple met at 
a Friday night mixer in Queens on Jan. 11, 1974.

Richard Mach marked their first Valentine’s 
Day together a month later by giving his future 
wife two roses.

“The rest is history, as they say,” said Joy Mach.
They married three years later, moved to an 

apartment in Gramercy Park and had two daugh-
ter—Lindsay, who is now 30, and Danielle, 26.

Valentine’s Day remained a special occasion 
for the Machs.

Richard and Joy Mach married three years af-
ter they met, moved to an apartment in Gramercy 
Park and had two daughters — Lindsay, who is 
now 30, and Danielle, 26. 

When Joy was working as a financial analyst, 
Richard, a special-education teacher, always sent 
a bouquet of roses to her office.

One year they went to the top of the Empire 
State Building. Another year they spent the night 
strolling through the Cloisters.

And they would always exchange two cards — 
one humorous, one touching.

“We always celebrated it in a low-key, romantic 

She already had his heart. And now she has 
his kidney.

Richard Mach gave his ailing wife, Joy, the ul-
timate Valentine’s Day gift this year—a life-saving 
kidney transplant.

The dual surgeries took place Thursday at New 
York Presbyterian Hospital Weill Cornell.

“It’s certainly the best Valentine’s gift I could 

 Richard and Joy Mach recuperating together 
in their room  at New York Presbyterian Hos-
pital after their kidney transplant surgery.
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The couple met up for the first time postsur-
gery on Friday afternoon.

Sitting in side-by-side hospital beds, Richard 
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gave it a gentle kiss.

Of the gift he gave his wife, Richard said, “It’s 
from the heart. It’s love. In the truest sense of the 
word, that’s what Valentine’s Day is all about.”

 Richard and Joy Mach (with their daughters 
Lindsay Sherer and Danielle Mach) recovering 
at Weil-Cornell Medical Center hours after he 
donated his kidney to her on Valentines Day.

Still Life
by Elliot Figman

I take the objects I love and arrange them—

    brown egg
    white pitcher
    yellow bowl circled
    with periwinkle blue

All objects find their home;
all objects are seated.

All pose—like Aunt Martha
with Aunt Rose—the early, formal days.

The elegant cup casts an elegant shadow.

Who’s the say the love of objects
pales beside the love of people.

The objects on the table are so peaceful;
I think about their lives.

The mind arranges itself
endlessly, slowly—

it will put the bowl
wherever it wants.

And who is looking at me?
What finite place is mine? Elliot Figman

Artist and 
designer Kim 
Sillen was 
commissioned 
by the Lower 
East Side B.I.D. 
and NYC D.O.T. 
to paint her 
design, Mod-
ern Tapestry, 
on the asphalt 
triangle pedes-
trian plaza at 
the intersection 

of Division, Ludlow and Canal Streets. Read more at 
www.grandlifehotels.com/culture/kim-sillen.
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A Hearty Congratulations
to Mike Hearn!

The Shul of New York’s founding Co-President 
Mike (Maxwell) Hearn was elected to the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 
2014.

Mike Hearn, Douglas Dillon Chairman of the 
Department of Asian Art, at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, was honored this April with election 
to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. His 
recent exhibition catalogue Ink Art: Past as Present 
in Contemporary Chinese Art has received two 
book awards: an honorable mention for the Dedalus 
Foundation Exhibition Catalogue Award, an annual 
prize given to the author of an outstanding exhibition 
catalogue that “makes a significant contribution to 
the scholarship of modern art or modernism;” and a 
citation from the New York Book Show for excellence 
in book production and design.

Mike Hearn leading a benefit tour for the 
Shul at the Metropolitan Museum.

...and Mazel Tov to Allie and Adam!

 Our very best wishes go out to Adam Seidman, our former Shul teacher, and Alexandra Klein, on the 
happy occasion of their upcoming wedding. Coincidentally, they are getting married at the Roundhouse 
in Beacon, New York—which was a former industrial site of historical significance turned locally-
designed getaway. The coincidence is that the Roundhouse was designeed by architect Aryeh Siegel, who 
is Rabbi Burt Siegel’s son.

Alexandra Klein and Adam Seidman
The Roundhouse in Beacon, NY,

designed by Aryeh Siegel

A Hearty Congratulations
to Mike Hearn!

The Shul of New York’s founding Co-President 
Mike (Maxwell) Hearn was elected to the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 
2014.

Mike Hearn, Douglas Dillon Chairman of the 
Department of Asian Art, at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, was honored this April with election 
to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. His 
recent exhibition catalogue Ink Art: Past as Present 
in Contemporary Chinese Art has received two 
book awards: an honorable mention for the Dedalus 
Foundation Exhibition Catalogue Award, an annual 
prize given to the author of an outstanding exhibition 
catalogue that “makes a significant contribution 
to the scholarship of modern art or modernism;” 
and a citation from the New York Book Show for 
excellence in book production and design.

Mike Hearn leading a benefit tour for the 
Shul at the Metropolitan Museum.

The Glitter Factory:
The Making and Unmaking 

of Sara Picasso

A memoir by Sara Lavner

glitterfactory.net

A girl from Brooklyn falls in love and marries Claude 
Picasso, a son of the great Pablo Picasso, and is 
thrown into New York high society. Can the fairytale 
last, or will affairs of the heart draw her back to her 
roots?

“Some lives go from dull to half-dull and back again. Ditto for 
memoirs. But Sara Lavner’s life (or is it lives) and her book 
have a trajectory that is unpredictable and utterly captivating. 
She has captured herself and the loves of her life with tender-
ness and compassion and takes us on an unforgettable adven-
ture through the glitter factory bestowed briefly by the name 
Picasso, and beyond to a very different sort of glitter —one that 
is quieter, more courageous and ultimately more enduring.”

—K. White
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Crystal Child:
How Chinese Medicine Saved My Daughter from 

Food Allergies and Asthma

by Lisa B. Lewis

crystal-child.com

“A must-read for parents, teachers and medical professionals.”
—David Tabatsky, co-author, Chicken Soup for the Soul’s The Cancer Book: 101 

Stories of Courage, Support and Love

Crystal Child is the inspiring story of a mother on a mission: to save 
her physically fragile child from life-threatening food allergies and 
asthma, which she finally accomplishes, through a steady stream of 
humor, love and hard work. Crystal Child reveals the daily rollercoaster 
of trying to care for a suffering child, frustrated when you can’t find 
immediate solutions and stymied by how the road constantly forks 
and things rarely go as planned. After years of emergency room visits, 
clueless doctors, careless teachers and searching in vain for answers 

to unanswerable questions, Dr. Xiu-Min Li from Mt. Sinai Hospital in New York City finally provided real reasons 
for hope, providing living proof of the positive effects of Chinese herbal immunotherapy. 
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One of the things members always reference as setting 
the Shul of New York apart from other congregations is 
our shul band. As one child member phrased it during 
High Holyday services, “The music makes this place feel 
so spiritual.”  We couldn’t agree more.

Unddoubtedly, the band’s music and singing add to the 
Shul’s extraordinary energy. We’d like you to meet the 
Shul singers who help make it that way.

Lisa Hart
For 20+ years, Lisa 
practiced law at two 
Wall Street law firms, 
and served as in-house 
counsel at a public 
benefit corporation. In 
2010, she left the law 
to pursue a coaching 
career and is double 
certified as a profes-
sional coach through 
the Coaches Training In-
stitute and International 
Coach Federation. Lisa 
partners with attorneys, 
leaders and other highly 
motivated professionals 
who want to close the 
gap between what they do well and what they love doing.  
Specific areas of focus include leadership, career advance-
ment and transition, communication, relationships and life 
transitions.  Lisa has performed for many years and loves 
singing with the Shul Band.

Yonatan Gutfeld
Born in Jerusalem, 1979, Yonatan 
served in the IDF as a pianist and sing-
er for the Israeli Air force band. He 
studied music composition at the Je-
rusalem Music Academy and “Rimon 
School of Jazz and Rock,”,and He-
brew literature at Tel-Aviv University. 
He also worked as a musical educator 
and released his first Hebrew songs 
album in 2011. After moving to New 
York in 2012, he continues writing 
and recording his music, and teach-
ing Hebrew and music for the School 
for Creative Judaism.  
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Hannah 
Sloane-Barton

Adam Feder The Musical Director of 
The Shul Band and has 
been exploring and shar-
ing Jewish liturgy with 
Rabbi Burt since 1997. A 
guitarist, singer and com-
poser since the age of 
10,  Adam feels that mu-
sic is about listening and 
connecting and The Shul 
Band is this expression. 
His love of Jewish music 
has its roots in memories 
of his grandmother’s Yid-
dish melodies, her cook-
ing and years of Passover 
Seder musical marathons, 
accompanying his father’s 
accordion. 

Along the way Adam has 
studied the Philosophy 
of Religion at Sarah Law-
rence College, meditated 
at too many week-long 
retreats to be counted, 
grown and developed a 
network of inner-city com-
munity gardens in Yon-
kers NY, received an MSW 
from Hunter College 
School of Social Work and 
worked as a Hospice So-
cial Worker for 5 years. 

Through the years mu-
sic and synagogue have 
been the common de-
nominator.  “The Shul and 
music are places I return 
to over and over again to 
renew and to connect to 
my heart”.

They’re With the Band...
Rabbi Matthew A. Reimer grew up in West Or-

ange, New Jersey and has been strongly immersed 
in Jewish education and activities throughout his 
life. Ordained in 2007 by Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion, Rabbi Reimer was 
most recently the Interim Rabbi at Port Jewish 
Center in Port Washington, Long Island. Before 
that he was the Assistant and then Associate 
Rabbi at Temple B’nai Jeshurun in Short Hills, 
New Jersey, from 2008 through 2013. An experi-
enced educator, he previously served as the High 
School and Youth Programs Director of Park Av-
enue Synagogue in New York City. 

Prior to his ordination, Matthew spent two 
years as the Rabbinic Intern at Temple Shaaray 
Tefila in New York City. During that time, he fo-
cused on outreach to the City’s 20’s and 30’s 
community. As an undergraduate at Vassar Col-
lege, he majored in music. Upon graduation, he 
spent a year in Israel, studying, working as a mu-
sician and traveling throughout the country.

Rabbi Reimer is a member of the Israeli 
National Flag Football Team. His wife, Leah, is an 
anesthesiologist in New York City, and they are 
the proud parents of four, yes, that’s right, four 
daughters.

A Warm 
Welcome
to our New
Associate 
Rabbi!

Hannah Sloane-Barton, a Brooklyn-based vocalist graduated from Bard College in 2012 with a degree 
in vocal performance, focusing on opera and art song.  She is well-versed in a plethora of musical 
styles including traditional fiddle and vocal styles from around the world.  Hannah performs (fiddle and 
vocal) in several NYC-based groups of various musical styles.  She has been singing at the Shul of New 
York since this past fall and taught at the Shul school this past season.
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(A Temporary) 
Home Away
from Home

Historic Washington Irving High 
School welcomes the Shul of New 
York for the High Holy Days.

For our High Holyday services in past 
years, the Shul of New York has been graced 
with the use of the exquisite Angel Orensanz 
Center, one of the oldest surviving gothic-re-
vival synagogues in world. However, because 
of necessary renovations, as of press time, it 
appears that Angel Orensanz will be unavail-
able for at least one of the sevices this year. 

Luckily, Washington Irving High School, 
a highly historic building in its own right, has 
graciously invited the Shul to host High Holy-
day services in its facility near Union Square.

The history of Washington Irving High 
School adds a worthy new page to the Shul’s 
own story.

Irving, and the name of the institu-
tion was changed to honor that great 
American author. In 1908, Superinten-
dent of School buildings C.B.J. Sny-
der designed a seven-story brick, lime-
stone, and terra-cotta structure with 
an imposing arched entrance, paired 
round-arched Florentine Renaissance 
windows on the seventh floor, a deep 
cornice, and a tiled hip roof. The build-
ing was to cost $600,000. Construction 
on the school began in 1911 and was 
completed in 1913.

The interior public spaces of Wash-
ington Irving High School are among 
the most impressive in any New York 
City school and should be designated 
as an interior landmark. These consist 
of a two-story foyer with a mezzanine 
balcony, and a large skylit auditorium, 
all designed in Snyder’s favorite Col-
legiate Gothic mode. They also contain 
one of the most extensive art projects 
in a New York City public school, with 
four separate mural projects and sculp-
ture contributed by two additional art-
ists. In addition to these works commis-
sioned specifically for the high school, a 
bust of Washington Irving by Friedrich 
Beer was placed in front of the building 
in 1935.

Washington Irving High 
School is a significant insti-

tution in the history of women’s edu-
cation in New York City. It is of addi-
tional importance for its exceptional 
Gothic-inspired public spaces and its 
extensive series of mural decorations. 
The school that was to become Wash-
ington Irving was organized in 1902 
as a branch of Wadleigh High School 
(at the time, the only girls’ high school 
in Manhattan). The institution was the 
idea of progressive educator William 
McAndrew, who believed that girls 
training for vocational or technical 
trades and those undertaking an aca-
demic curriculum should be educated 
together since they had much to teach 
each other.

Land was purchased on Irving 
Place, opposite the building reputed 
to be associated with Washington 

WASHINGTON IRVING HIGH SCHOOL
40 Irving Place, New York, NY
Architect: C.B.J. Snyder, 1911-13

The text above is taken from http://bit.ly/
Xv2wSq


