
The Shul of New York began as a little seed of an idea I 
had perhaps twenty years or so ago.  What if there were a 
synagogue that truly and deeply emphasized the spiritual 
dimension of Judaism? Of course I deeply believed that our 
rituals and holidays were the basis of Jewish observance, 
but what I thought that I could teach people 
was how to look beyond the external and 
to find the true meaning of the ritual or the 
holiday in its innermost, somewhat invisible, 
meaning. There is the peeling and delicious 
fruit inside. The spiritual meaning is that juicy 
fruit that the peeling surrounds.

It’s one of those simple ideas embedded in 
the teachings of Kabbalah I was struggling 
to understand at that time. Kabbalah gave me the per-
spective in my first attempts to find teachings that really 
offered water to the soul, that is thirsting to moisten the 
dryness it feels in religion that doesn’t fully value the inner 
spiritual truths and experiences we need as we try to find 
meaning in our lives and in our connection to God. That’s 
what is understood to 
be Spiritual Judaism-
the juicy fruit. So I gath-
ered together a small 
group of people and 
started the nomadic 
journey trying to under-
stand what spirituality 
means along with the 
beauty of the exter-
nals. Juicy fruits dry up 
fast without the peel-

ing. I just couldn’t really get what “being spiritual but not  
religious” meant. Being both spiritual and religious has 
made the most sense to me. 

We band of explorers of boundaries began our journey 
in a dank, musty basement on Barrow Street, and went 

on to a Yoga studio on lower Broadway. For 
the High Holy Days, we found Temple Israel 
on the Upper East Side, Saint Bartholomew’s 
Church, the library of the Village Temple, 
people’s homes, and finally, by a stroke of 
good fortune, The Orensanz Center itself 
when it too was dank and musty, right after 
Al and Angel Orensanz bought the building 
on Norfolk Street that has been abandoned 

and remained almost a ruin for over thirty years. 

Little by little more people started coming and we grew 
and settled at the Orensanz Center for a while. And then 
more wandering, but coming back to the Orensanz Center 
for Rosh Ha-Shana and Yom Kippur.

To Everything There Is A Season
  Rabbi Burt

FALL 2015/5776  www.theshulofnewyork.org
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A Synagogue for Spiritual Judaism

(continued p.2)

...Spiritual Judaism, 
which like spirituality 

in its essence, 
enables us to see 

the Mystery beyond 
the physical...

from the HeartNews

HIGH HOLY DAYS Orensanz -172 Norfolk St.

Rosh Hashana Sunday, September 13, 7 PM  
Monday, Sept 14, 10 AM

Rosh Hashana Kid’s Service  
Monday, 10am-12:30 PM  
(doors open at 9:30 AM for kids)

Yom Kippur Tuesday, September 22, 7pm 
Wednesday, September 23, 10 AM - All Day

Yom Kippur Kid’s Service  
Wednesday, 10am-12:30 PM 
(doors open at 9:30 AM for kids)
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I think this little history is interesting, 
but I believe it goes more deeply as 
well. Despite the often bleak or unsuit-
able places we found ourselves in, I 
tried my best to keep alive a vision that 
Spiritual Judaism was, like spirituality 
in its essence, is the possibility of see-
ing the Mystery beyond the physical.

For many years so many adventures, so 
many twistings and turnings.

On the whole as I contemplated in 
the months before I decided to retire, 
I think we did a good job. I hope I’m 
right when I say that the Shul has 
been a gift to a lot of people-a gift of 
spiritual inspiration and spiritual fulfill-
ment. I hope we really gave the gifts 
of knowledge, healing, happiness and 
consolation that I think we did.

Not to worry, I’m here. Not only is the 
Shul the little seed in my mind or the 
years of enjoyable labors to keep the 
Shul together but the Shul has enabled 
me to be what strangely I have been 
from day one of my life. Being a Rab-
bi is actually the very essence of the 
molecules of my physical body. So, it’s 
pretty choice-less for me. I need to be a 
Rabbi like I need to eat and sleep.

I’ll go on teaching and learning, here and in Israel, and 
sharing what I’m learning. I’ll be with people when they 
are laughing or when they are crying. That’s my under-
standing of what a Rabbi is: learning, teaching and being 
with people when they need what only a Rabbi can bring.

I especially look forward to my on-going relationship with 
the Shul, ready to serve in any way I can. Like old soldiers, 
many old rabbis just fade away. Not for me. Those who 
know me know I’ll never fade away. I’ll be here. I mean 
really BE here, for all of us.

(continued from p.1) Dear Shul  
of New York Family,   

	  

What an honor it is to be writing this letter as your new rabbi. I am humbled to 
step into this new role. I extend my great thanks to the Shul of NY Board who has 
confidently handed me the mantle of leadership from our beloved and esteemed 
Rabbi Emeritus, Burt Aaron Siegel. His love and passion for Judaism is infectious, 
and I hope I can continue what he has so lovingly built.

And what better time to start this transition than in the summer, when things 
always seem to slow down a bit. The kids are at camp. Meetings and conference 
calls are less frequent. Emails bounce back with that automatic Out-of-Office 
response. The “dog days” of summer give everyone a chance to break from the 
frenetic pace of the rest of the year.

The same can be said for the Jewish calendar. The three Biblical Pilgrimage festi-
vals have come and gone. The Israelites have experienced Revelation at Mt. Sinai 
and are en route to Eretz Yisrael, the Land of Israel. The Jewish calendar can finally 
take a deep breath, mix up a refreshing fruity drink, find a nice book and a comfy 
beach chair, and just relax.

And it makes sense doesn’t it? We have always used the sum-
mer as a time to catch our breath. Our summers are the perfect 
time to recharge. Our tradition’s calendar does the same. After 
all, it knows what is coming…the Yamim Nora’im, the High Holy 
Days. And so the calendar needs some time to relax and unwind. 
The summer months of the Jewish calendar - Tammuz, Av and 
Elul - do just that. These months are committed to reflection and 
rejuvenation. 

So how will you spend your time this summer? I certainly hope you have a chance 
to relax. To get away. To take some time for yourself. But I also hope you’ll take the 
opportunities the summer gives you to hit the refresh button. To reconnect with 
your family and friends. To recommit to what is important in your lives.

All of this re’ing prepares our calendar to return to the New Year. What kind of 
year will 5776 be for us? What do we hope to bring to the New Year? What do we pray will be 
different? These questions and so many more are essential for each of us to ask this time of year. 

As your new rabbi, I couldn’t be more excited to continue to get to know this warm, vibrant and 
sacred family called the Shul of New York.

I wish you and your family a relaxing, refreshing, and rejuvenating summer, and, of course, I wish 
each of us a happy, healthy, prosperous and sweet New Year.

           B’shalom,

...warm,  
vibrant and  
sacred family 
called  
the Shul  
of New York.

HIGH HOLIDAYS 2015

will be celebrated at the Angel Orensanz Center!  

In addition to beautiful, moving High Holiday 

services, we will also celebrate Rabbi Burt as he 

retires and becomes Rabbi Emeritus of the Shul.   

Plan to be a part of this special moment in the 

life of the Shul of New York.  

This issue of the Newsletter  
was made possible  
through the generosity of  
Marie-Helene Weill,  
Lou Blumengarten,  
Joan Mirviss & Bob Levine  
and Jim Gabbe
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from the HeartWords
Rabbi Burt has taught me to be open to spiritual opportuni-
ties in various ways, ways that I would never have thought 
about on my own. He has excited my spirit! He presided 
over pivotal rites of passage for our 
family - the bat mitzvah of my wife 
and bnei-mitzvot of our two sons.  
I have learned many things from 
Rabbi Burt, and profited long and 
deeply from our friendship.  
He is a treasure.
Doug Seidman

There are no words that can adequately 
express how vitally important Rabbi Burt 
has been to my life, both as a dear friend 
and as a gifted spiritual teacher.  From the 
very start he moved and inspired me with 
his message of love and acceptance. Even 
without a building he created a spiritual 
home with unparalleled opportunities for 
learning and fulfillment. I will never forget 
the feeling of being a member of the Shul’s 
first Adult Bat - Mitzvah class, so lovingly and 
joyfully led by Rabbi Burt.  I’ve been privileged 
to work closely with Burt through my years on 
the Shul Board and for the past 7 years as the 
Shul’s Co-President. I am so grateful for the 
many opportunities to laugh and cry with 
Burt, to spend hours on the phone with him, 
to celebrate, worry, plan and accomplish 
together! I can’t wait to see what comes 
next for him!
Karen Seidman

He really keeps the whole place together.  
He is THERE. when he walks around -  
he has a very strong presence that he 
communicates even with the kids. He can’t really retire 
because of his presence.  
He can’t. He has to be there.  
I grew to like him. I grew to like him a lot.
Marie-Helene Weill (94 years old)

Rabbi Burt has been a warm and inspiring presence in our 
lives for over 15 years. He named all three of our children, 
performed the bar mitzvah for one of them, so far, and also 
for Michael, and has continually shared his knowledge and 
thoughtfulness with us. A legend has grown that he per-
formed our wedding, and whether true or not, we feel like 
he has!  We have met many people through the Shul who 
have become dear friends, people similarly attracted to Rab-
bi Burt’s spirituality & eagerness, passion and humor about 
life. “Everyone is welcome here,” his sonorous voice has 

said in services. And everyone 
is. It is a lovely community that 
has grown around the Rabbi. 
He will be dearly missed but we 
look forward to his emeritus role 
and wish him luck in his new 
endeavors.
The Turcotti Family 
Michael Turits, Susan Ciccotti & 
Joshua, Daniel & Aaron Turcotti

When I had problems, he always tried to 
help me. He visited me in the hospital and 
in my home. One summer I traveled with 
him to Interlochen, Michigan and we got 
stuck overnight in Detroit. He took such 
good care of me. I always believed in him. 
He was always there where he was needed.
Dora Frankl (93 years old)

Burt’s teachings on spirituality and human charac-
ter have focused on love, compassion, patience,  
tolerance, forgiveness, responsibility, and the 
concern for others. Through Burt I have always felt 
a sense of community at the Shul of New York. His 
support and friendship has created  for me a very 
special connection and bond to him that has guided 

me through the years...
Love always Joy Mach

Being there with Rabbi Burt
In 1986, Vera and I met a Rabbi holding services in a  
dank basement in the West Village. Unitarianism, Ethical  
Culture, New Age gatherings-we’d tried them all, seeking for 
a spiritual home, but again and again we found ourselves 
back in the basement. Rabbi Burt was the reason. Here was 
someone who was able to uncover eternal truths in the 
ancient narratives of the Torah and 
expressed them in a psychologically 
probing manner.
With Burt, we felt we were on a 
spiritual quest together. A genuine 
spiritual seeker, Burt did not offer pat 
answers; instead, he continued to 
pose ever deeper questions.  
At times, this led him to Tibetan  
Buddhism or Indian Ashrams, but 
always he brought the wisdom of 
those traditions back to Judaism, 
creating a community that welcomed 
“Jews of all religions.” Even atheists were 
welcomed with the provision that “when 
saying ‘God,’ feel free to substitute ‘to 
whom it may concern.’”
Burt’s ecumenical approach to religion 
enabled him to co-officiate at our interfaith 
wedding (together with a Unitarian minister) 
and allowed him to invite Vera and me (a non-Jew) to 
be co-presidents of our Shul. And it is our Shul because 
Burt has created a sense of community that transcends 
all the boundaries erected by dogma and prejudice. That, 
it seems to me, has been at the heart of Burt’s lifelong 
quest-the wish to discover and share a spiritual message 
that embraces all of us-all religions, all sentient beings, 
the entire universe-as one interdependent unity. To live 
that essential truth is to give value to ourselves and to 
all our fellow travelers on our shared journey of life. This 
is the path Burt has modeled for us all. Wherever it leads 
him next, I know he will always be my guide.
Mike Hearn

Rabbi Burt has opened our eyes to the 
true meaning of religion: comfort, kind-
ness, high-spiritedness, high-mindedness, 
and of course love.  Rabbi Burt will 
always serve in this role for our family. 
Robert Benezra

What Rabbi Burt has and does mean to me:  
A soul so pure and loving   
Judgment does not exist 
In his presence, 
my heart too, opens 
Judgment leaves - Love remains 
Thanks! 
Lisa Lewis

Rabbi Burt inspires me with his 
combination of intellectual curiosity, 
humor, spirituality and compassion. 
A committed Jew with the global 
interests and sensitivity to embrace 
humanity’s grand diversity. The 
ultimate mensch, if you will. 
Jim Gabbe
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Rabbi Burt is a great Rabbi, I knew that 
from the moment I stepped into a Shul 
of New York Sabbath service that he was 
conducting some ten years ago. And I 
am still here thanks to him. I am going to 
really miss him. We are all going to really 
miss him. I can only wish him a wonderful 
retirement and hope that he puts in  
a visit every once in a while to the Shul  
he founded and brilliantly led.
Lou Blumengarten

When I met Rabbi Burt and began to study 
for my Bat Mitzvah, I knew very little about 
my heritage.  There was an empty place 
that he began to fill with the most wonder-
ful knowledge and I will always be grateful 
to him for inspiring me to know more and 
helping me to feel like a Jew. 
Sara Lavner

It has been our pleasure to come to 
know and enjoy Rabbi Burt through the 
years. It is solely because of his energetic, 
charismatic, knowledge, intelligence, spirit and warmth that 
captured my husband David and enabled me to be joined 
by him and my grown children at services. He will be missed 
but we are excited for him and wish him well as he starts on 
a new path to further enjoy life’s experiences.  
Naomi and David Eckstein

I’m so grateful to Rabbi Burt for providing a welcoming  
home for the celebration of the High Holidays for my family 
for over thirty years. It didn’t matter whether the congrega-
tion was housed in a cramped floor-through in Greenwich 
Village, a church on the East Side, the basement of a posh 
temple, or the majesty of the Orensanz synagogue, Rabbi 
Burt always infused the services with joy, humor, wisdom, 
and song. I’ll miss him and wish him only the very best. 
Elliot Figman

Over the many years I have been a part of The Shul 
of New York, Rabbi Burt has been a true friend 
and mentor. He has guided me through one of the 
most important events of my life - my Bat Mitzvah. 
He also officiated at my daughter’s wedding and 
helped to make her wedding day a beautiful  
experience.  Rabbi Burt has inspired me with his 
clear insights into the teachings of the Torah, and 

our twice monthly gatherings have helped 
me understand what it means to be a Jew 
in today’s modern world. I will miss him 
dearly at future services and I hope he will 
still be a part of The Shul of New York in 
some way, and also be a part of my life.  

I wish him many years of happiness and fulfillment 
as he embarks on this new chapter in his life.
Blima Bernstein

Rabbi Burt is an incontrovertible voice: for any 
within earshot, there is no escape; fortunately,  
and his general memes are delivered with so light  
a touch, as to be easily incorporated into any 
personal circumstance; Burt offers a refreshingly 
hopeful perspective on the things-we take for  

granted-we see every day. That voice is more easily  
summoned than any other in memory, and always seems  
to reverberate with the same aura of calm acceptance. 
Regardless of your temple attendance record, the door was 
always open, without misgivings-perhaps he was thinking:  
“Who am I to judge?”... Burt created a temple experience 
where all had unrestricted access to the community and to 
themselves-Burt’s voice delivered this promise.  
Anonymous

There’s no other way to put it: Rabbi Burt is my spiritual 
guide. I loved him upon meeting him, but when I did my 
adult bat mitzvah with him, that process impacted me so 
deeply. I got closer to God, and he led me there. He defi-
nitely has a direct line to whatever is out there. My husband 
and I are beyond grateful to have found him.  
Rebecca Turner

I have known Rabbi Siegel for over 30 years. He married  
me twice, doing much, much better the second time. But 
those events would have happened with or without him.
But what stands out in my mind the most are 2 events  
and one overview.
1. In June 2003 Rabbi Burt conducted a Bat Mitzvah at 
Orensanz for 12 or 13 women; all of whom were well north 
of 13.  He taught them on Tuesday nights for about a year, 
and brought them to a peak performance. It was one of the 
most beautiful days I can remember. My wife Mary was one 
of the group and I know how very special it was for her.  
I cried before, during and after.
2. The other event that stands out so clearly for me was a 
few years ago where The Rabbi encouraged me to read my 
Torah portion from my Bar Mitzvah on the 50th anniver-
sary of that event. The portion hadn’t 
changed but I sure had. He prepped 
me by having me study the portion 
with vowels so once I got to the 
actual Torah, it would be a little less 
challenging. It was a great evening 
for me and my family and friends.
3. For me and for so many others, 
Rabbi Siegel also provided the  
impetus and enthusiasm to do and 
to try new things that we may never 
had tried before. He is a real opportunity 
creator.  
Kenny Bookbinder

Rabbi Burt welcomed me and my wife, 
Audrey into the Shul of New York 
family years ago. Under his love and 
tutelage  we were bar mitzvahed 
and celebrated wonderful life events 
together, notably, my son’s wedding 
in California. The opportunity to 
chant Torah for the Shul has been a 
special honor. Rabbi Burt, all the best 
in your future journeys.
Love Steve and Audrey Ganz

For me, Judaism is “who I am” simply by virtue of birth and 
all the traditions I’ve shared and celebrated with my family 
throughout my life. But I wasn’t quite “connecting” to the 
actual religion nor attending services for years until I was  
introduced to Rabbi Burt and the Shul of New York. In fact,  
I was so inspired by the adult bat mitzvah service under his 
direction, I decided to become an adult bat mitzvah that 
next year. Studying under him was an incredible opportunity. 
Not only eye opening but life affirming - I now ENJOY going 
to services knowing when I do, I will always learn something  
powerful from him.  
Rabbi Burt has brought Judaism alive for me!   
Joann Tansmann

HE HAD ME AT SHALOM
When I was a child there was a TV commercial where 
a mother takes fresh biscuits from the oven and her 
family marvels, “How does she do it?” I’m reminded 
of that every High Holy Day when Rabbi Burt delivers 
his sermons.  Because the High Holy Days are a time for 
reflection, I always set an intention such as reminding 
myself to have compassion for others and myself,  
or to think about ways I can contribute more to the vari-

ous communities in my life. No matter what  
I choose that year, Rabbi Burt always seems to 
be speaking directly to me when he addresses 
the congregation. How does he do that? At 
my very first High Holy Day sermon Rabbi Burt 
talked about what we are really repenting for 
on Yom Kippur. He stressed that it’s not about 
being a sinner so much as forgetting that we 
are perfect and Divine. I’d never heard of spiri-
tual Judaism before I met Rabbi Burt, and I was 

hooked. Year after year Rabbi Burt helps us to see the 
Divine in each other and in ourselves.  
I truly believe that he’s speaking directly to me wheth-
er it is a holiday or a Shabbat service. I think it’s me 
he’s speaking to because I, like the rest of the Shul of 
New York congregation, am Divine. Thank you Rabbi 
Burt for continually reminding me that I am Divine.
Fran Kazui



98 FALL 2015/5776News from the Heart

Rabbi Burt has had a tremendous impact on my life by 
providing an atmosphere of love and acceptance where I felt 
encouraged to be my very best self. I am eternally grateful for 
all the things I accomplished by being part of “The Shul of 
New York.”Thank you Rabbi Burt for marrying Kenny and me. 
Thank you Rabbi Burt for encouraging me to learn about my 
Jewish roots and having an amazing Bat-Mitzvah. Thank you 
Rabbi Burt for taking Noah to India, which set him on a path 
of spirituality and tremendous artistic creativity. Thank you 
Rabbi Burt for bringing beautiful 
music with the Shul band into my 
life which provided the opportunity 
for me to learn to play the drum. 
Thank you Rabbi Burt for the life 
long friends that I have met as a 
result of knowing you. Thank you 
Rabbi Burt for being you. Thank 
you Rabbi Burt for all this and 
so much more!
With Love and gratitude, 
Mary Ellis Bookbinder

I walked into a High Holiday 
service in the Angel Oren-
sanz Center for the first 
time in my life around 15 
years ago, a struggling 20-something, as 
Rabbi Burt’s spirit filled the room and hearts of those around 
me. I felt welcome. He included anyone who wished to con-
gregate in the spirit of love. My pockets were pretty empty 
and I held hands with the father of a woman I didn’t know-
Sara Lavner’s father-and sang songs with my future fellow 
B’nai Mitzvah’s family. Rabbi Burt gave me not only a Jewish 
home in New York City, but his congregation became my 
community of friends and advisors. For a short time we joked 
I was his Rebbetzin, as our conversations flowed effortlessly 
and our hearts easily connected. I am an adult bat mitzvah 
because of Rabbi Burt, and dedicated to continuing the spirit 
of Judaism as a tradition of Love because of his teachings 
and inspirations. The musical passion from The Shul Band still 
flows in my veins and I’m grateful for their partnership with 
Rabbi Burt to create beautiful services. I currently live in  

Los Angeles and I’m changed for the better due to the 
unique, spiritual, one-of-a-kind flavor of Rabbi Burt’s influ-
ence and will forever love him and The Shul of New York.  
Happy Retirement, Rabbi, and thank you! 
Love, Dani Durkin

Twenty three years ago, in 1992, my wife Judy & I stumbled 
upon Rabbi Burt conducting a service in a tiny room at 44 Bed-
ford Street in the West Village. He was there as a duo with Rabbi 

Joseph Gelberman, in what was then The Synagogue 
for Spiritual Judaism. Mike & Vera Hearn were there 
as well. Those intimate services and their evolution 
into the Shul of New York had a profound and lasting 

impact on our lives. The joy, the open-
ness, the simple beauty gave context 
and connection to our lives in the city. 
Later that year, we took Burt to share 
our discovery - a virtually abandoned 
Synagogue on the decrepit, garbage 
strewn lower east side. There was this 

crazy building on Norfolk Street, without heat, running 
water/bathrooms - with pigeons flying in & out of the 
holes in the walls & ceiling. Debris everywhere. We told 
Rabbi Burt we wanted him to marry us there and he was 
crazy enough to say “of course.” And then 4 years later 
when we brought our new, 6-month old baby to meet 
Rabbi Burt, he picked up Cole and said “I’m going to  

bar-mitzvah you!” And 13 years later, that’s exactly what he did, 
in the midst of a rain storm in the Catskills. 2 years later a Rabbi 
Burt performed an encore performance for our second son Jesse! 
Burt, you are woven deeply into the fabric of our lives and family 
stories. Thank you for being so special, so full of love.  
Back at you with love pouring forth, 
Don & Judy Tallerman

I know how much Rabbi Burt means to my sister and my 
family. He was always a spirited, comforting presence at  
my niece’s Bat Mitzvah, and at my grandparent’s funeral.  
He always kindly asked if I wanted to get bar-mitzvahed  
but never pressured me. He has a wonderful soul and is  
a passionate teacher. I wish him all the best.  
Steven Silverstein

Over 40 Years and Still Counting. Rabbi Burt has been the 
spiritual guide and center for my life and the life of my family 
from my Bat Mitzvah till now. He joined Riverdale Temple as 
Junior Rabbi as I prepared for my Bat Mitzvah - and led the 
class I attended afterwards. We had a gathering of Jewish 
youth groups when I was in ninth grade or so. I clearly re-
member some energetic Israeli folk-dancing led by Rabbi Burt 
- and other kids expressing surprise at our young and vibrant 
rabbi. I lost track of Rabbi Burt from then until I met a great 
guy - Rawley - and wanted to get married. Rawley’s Mom was 
not Jewish though his Dad was - and back then it was hard 
to find a Rabbi willing to marry a Jew and a “non-Jew.” And 
miraculously we found Rabbi Burt! He brought his true joy 
and deep experiences to our ceremony - I even remember him 
jokingly commenting in the middle of the ceremony as he saw 
I was clearly itching for the ceremony to be over that “We’re 
not done yet - but soon” with his typical warm smile. The next 
highlight was the birth of our daughter, Miranda - and Rabbi 
Burt presided over her naming in our small one-bedroom 
apartment - complete with a lovely rose. A sad next passage 
was the funeral for my grandmother, Esther Rosin. Rabbi Burt 
was there for my whole family - he prayed with us and spoke 
genuine kind words that eased the pain. The next very, very 
happy milestone was Miranda’s Bat Mitzvah - a new century, 
a new generation. We danced with the Torah, we sang, we 
laughed and Miranda made the leap to an adult in our Jewish 
community. And most marvelously Rabbi Burt was our center 
- as vibrant and unique as when we first 
met. Honestly I am not sure how not to 
mourn this change from acting to emeri-
tus Rabbi with so much of my life’s main 
moments connected to Rabbi Burt. But 
I count myself very, very lucky to have 
him in all the times of my life.  
Mazel Tov and Shalom, Rabbi Burt!  
Cathy Cooper

Rabbi Burt, you are an inspiration in so many ways. You have 
shared in the joy of the good times and also provided love 
and support in more challenging times. You are a great friend, 
Rabbi and are truly a wonderful man. I love you Burt! 
Neil Benen

Rabbi Burt represents an important part of the spiritual life 
of our family. In addition to the love and support he has 
provided for Scott’s parents, Audrey and Steve, he also  
welcomed us into the life of the Shul with open arms.  
He flew across the country to be present at our wedding, 
bringing prayer, love, and Jewish tradition into an interfaith 
celebration. He seamlessly wove himself into the fabric of 
the event, in the process helping to bring our two families 
and two faiths together. 
Amy and Scott Ganz

Joan and I met Rabbi Burt 17 years ago when he performed 
our son’s Bar Mitzvah and he has been an inspiration to us 
ever since.  As an interfaith couple, Joan is Jewish, I am not 
(and I’m an atheist), we have never felt anything other than 
utterly and completely accepted for who we are by Rabbi Burt 
and The Shul of New York community. We are filled with  
admiration and thanks for the legacy 
Rabbi Burt has given us all in the 
founding of The Shul of New York. 
Don Brancaccio

The Shul has joined the Jewish Journey Project!

Kids! Parents! Take a look at this great education pro-
gram for 3rd-8th graders now available to Shul families. 
Rabbi Matthew will help you choose fun, interesting 
courses on Jewish tradition, culture and language. He 
can also arrange for you to speak with a Shul family 
that has been involved in the JJP.  

For more information contact Rabbi Matthew or

Shul website:  www.theshulofnewyork.org
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Rabbi Burt brought back to me the joy of 
Judaism. The joy I felt in celebrations of 
Simchat Torah and Chanukah.  By empha-
sizing the spiritual side and not the “oy 
vey” aspects, I was able to feel closer to 
the beauty and message of the services. 
It was good bye to “oy vey” and hello 
to The Shul of New York. 
*“Sha Shtill The Rebbe Gait”
*Sh  …..quiet The rabbi is coming”
Myra Baum

Like many people will say, “I met you when I 
was still young.” Before The Shul Band. Way 
before Antje and my children. Around the time 
of my mother’s death almost 20 years ago.  
6 years before 9/11. Before we were at  
Orensanz. Before there was a Shul of New York. I met you 
such a long time ago. Shabbat by Shabbat, week by week. 
Over 100 B’nei & B’not Mitzva and 17 years of High Holy 
Days. Through all these years we have shared so much 
together. You always say we stood together at Mt Sinai.  
I’ve come to agree. Thank you Rabbi Burt! Love, 
Adam Feder

Apart from visiting them to enjoy their architecture and 
history, I’d stayed away from synagogues until I found The 
Shul of New York. Rabbi Burt’s services are so inclusive and 
welcoming! I’d never before encountered a shul where I 
felt so connected to my roots, where I could sing and dance 
with abandon. Now, I want to learn Hebrew, so I can read 
the sacred books for myself! Health and peace,
Merideth Genin

Dear Rabbi Burt, There is a short list of people who have 
known me my whole life, and you are on it. You’ve been 
instrumental in shaping my experience of Judaism and 
spirituality and demonstrating how the two can intersect.  
I will never forget the feeling of standing beside you and 
holding the Havdalah candle at the end of our high holy day 
services, for the better part of the last 30 years. I knew many 
kids growing up who didn’t quite look forward to attending 

those services, but I remember, clearly, so much 
singing, so much dancing, so much laughter, 

and so much soul. You brought my heritage to 
life, and it’s been a pleasure to have seen our 
little band of soulful spirits - meeting in rooms 
here, there and everywhere - grow into the much 

larger Shul of New York/Shul of Love. I will 
miss (and have missed since moving to the 
West Coast) attending your services and am 
sad that time has come to a close, but wish 
you so much happiness, adventure and fulfill-
ment in the years ahead. Thank you! With 
deep gratitude 
Helena Teply-Figman

Rabbi Burt was the only Rabbi or religious 
leader of any faith that was able to reach and 

bring out the spirituality from my soul. His openness and wel-
coming attitude to ALL people helped me to be more accept-
ing and understanding of others, despite whatever surface 
differences appeared. During our four years in Florida, as 
we’ve met various Rabbis, I find myself comparing them all to 
Rabbi Burt, and there’s been no comparison, not yet anyway. 
Rabbi Burt has raised the bar very high. Burt’s deep spiritual-
ity, openness, and true love for all peoples, sets him apart and 
is most admirable. I wish Burt lots of joy and good health in 
his retirement.
Jay Sonin

Rebbi Burt is one of my dearest friends. I am so thankful to have 
him around somewhere...!He is the only person I have met in my 
life, that I have never seen or heard from him any real negative 
comment or judgment towards any other human being.  What 
I admire the most about Burt is his ‘almost’ infinite capacity of 
forgiveness and compassion and of course, his marvelous sense 
of humor. I am very grateful to have Burt as my friend and my 
Rebbi.  God bless us all. Thank you!!!
Marcio Pinto

Thank you Rabbi Burt for bringing joy and celebration to 
Judaism. Before I came to the Shul of New York, I always 
thought of services as boring, dark and gloomy, and mired in 

the pain of the past. I never knew Judaism could be fun. 
Thank you for bringing spirituality and inspiration to Juda-
ism. The reform services I went to as a child felt like a social 
obligation and it never occurred to me to find spirituality in 
Judaism. Instead I turned to yoga, Buddhism or meditation, 
and to nature for spiritual connection. Thank you for under-
standing all of these and showing me that they all go down 
to the same deep roots and can be melded.
Thank you for being a true teacher and reminding us all of 
our worth. I remember years ago, one Yom Kippur service 
when I was just starting a new career and your message was 
that G-d wants you to be yourself and to allow yourself to 
shine, and that doing any less than that was not using G-d’s 
gifts to you. This gave me courage to really put myself out 
there and to start giving talks that made a huge impact on 
my work and life. Thank you especially for being so inclusive. 
For many years I was ashamed of Judaism for being so ob-
noxious and saying we are “the Chosen” people. Thank you 
for welcoming everyone into your services so that I could also 
welcome friends of any faith to come and be uplifted. And 
thank you for bringing so much heart into your work and into 
the Shul. It was so easy to feel your love for what you do and 
for humanity. Thank you for sharing this with us.
Lara Rosenthal

Rabbi Burt Siegel entered my life just after cancer entered my life 
I felt I was missing something. A friend said “let’s go to Gilda’s 
Club and take a Meditation class” with this Rabbi that she heard 
about. And so we did. And from Gilda’s Club Rabbi Burt went 
on to do Friday night services once a month at his friend’s Yoga 
Studio and the rest is history. I found my missing something - 
Spirituality - and I found it through Rabbi Burt. Thank you Rabbi!
Paula Goldfader

Rabbi Burt has always been MY Rabbi since the days in the 
Barrow Street basement. I defined my cultural Jewishness 
with Matzoh Ball Soup and Latkes at family 
parties, but Burt has been the center of my 
Jewish faith. I know there are other Rabbis, 
I’ve even been to their services, but simply put, 
Burt is my only Rabbi. Perhaps its his medita-
tions, or the messages in his sermons; 

an element I started appreciating at some point after the early 
years on Barrow Street. His deep and soothing voice definitely 
resonated within me. And so, from then to now, and moving 
forward, Burt will always be my Rabbi.
Alex Michaels

James Lane, and Nathaniel Xavier Liebling. Rabbi Burt married 
us and officiated the naming for our son. We could not have 
imagined either ceremony feeling more perfect, meaningful, 

and special. The Shul has always been an important 
“home” to us. There is no one like Rabbi Burt. His 
vision and his love shine on and on.....Sending all 
our love for all the magic that retirement can bring! 
xoxoxo Dani, James, and Xavi
Daniella Liebling

Emily Roz 

It’s hard to know where  
to start when I gush about 
my son. He is kind, funny, 
ambitious, independently 
motivated, and above all, 
curious. His interest in  
Hebrew and Judaism reflects 
a sincere desire to understand where his people come 
from, what their traditions are, and why.

This Bar Mitzvah was Felix’s idea. He wanted to align  
himself with all of those who came before him, and those 
that will follow. In this process, he and Rabbi Burt bonded 
on their love of languages   Esperanto in particular   and  
Felix now has an interest in modern Hebrew. Grammar 
and all   of course.

Anything Felix puts his mind to, he does well. Whether  
it’s math or drawing (and Felix, please stick with math 
and science). Whether it’s survivalist camp in Vermont,  
or thinking on his feet with his school debate team,  
this young man continues to amaze me.

I honestly believe I was put on this earth to bring Felix 
into this world. He makes me more proud than anything 
else, and together with Andy and our loving family and 
friends, I can’t wait to see what’s next.

I love you, Felix.
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I met Rabbi Burt 17 years ago. He introduced me first to  
meditation and then to the Shul of New York. Both have 
made a great impact on my life. Although I was raised  
Jewish I lost my interest in the religion through 
the years. Through Rabbi Burt I rediscovered 
Judaism. He showed me and taught me all about 
it in new and different ways, which helped me 
reconnect to my family and ancestors and made 
me appreciate my religion more. Also having  
become a Bat Mitzvah was an amazing  
experience for me. All this would not have  
happened if it weren’t for Rabbi Burt.
Carrie Schwartz

Rabbi Burt actually married my husband and 
me 14 years ago.  We were delighted to 
cross paths with him again when we started 
attending high holidays at the Shul of NY at 
the recommendation of a friend. We started 
seeing more and more friends there and 
started inviting more and more people to 
join us. Our children love the service and look forward 
to the high holidays because of him. He even manages 
to make Yom Kippur fun....that is not easy. We love his 
warm message of inclusiveness and forgiveness. We will 
miss him!  
Betsy Cohen

My wife, Judy, and I first experienced Rabbi Burt before 
we were married when we somehow ended up at a 
Kol-Nidre service at Angel Orensanz. We were amazed 
by Burt’s joy and humor and then quite moved by a beauti-
ful sermon he gave on the topic of ‘forgiveness.’ It was an 
experience unlike any we had ever had in a synagogue. We 
decided not long after that Rabbi Burt should be the Rabbi at 
our wedding at Angel Orensanz. Since officiating our wed-
ding in 2003, Rabbi Burt has performed naming ceremonies 
for both of our sons, Charlie and Nate, counseled my aunt as 
she was dying, and led my mother’s funeral service. He has 
been with us for the most profound life cycle experiences over 
the last 12 years and he has guided us through all of them 
with his very own unique blend of grace and humor and love. 

Rabbi Burt, thank you for helping to provide meaning to our 
family in the most joyful and painful moments of our lives. I 
am proud and pleased to call you a friend and colleague. Best 

wishes and much love 
Seth Ginsberg

Rabbi Burt came into my life many years ago as 
a single, new to NYC, Jewish woman, trying to 
find a community. Over the past 10 years,  
I have found a husband and given birth to two 
children - all of whom were warmly welcomed 

into the Shul, regardless of being an 
interfaith family. Having a leader who is 
so accepting and encouraging has been 
a gift beyond words. I’m blessed and 

honored that you married us and gave 
my children their Hebrew names. We are 
forever touched by your work. 
All the best, Kara, Frank, Xavier and 

Vera Tanzer-Ortiz

In the summer of 2013 I decided to 
drive cross-country drawing people 
from all walks of life.  I drove through 
20 states and drew well over a 
hundred people that I met randomly. 
I listened to their stories, and this 
helped me humanize them. I called it 
the Draw America Project. Part of my 
journey was inspired by Rabbi Burt’s 
message of inclusion. I drew everyone 

from cowboys, musicians, Elvis impersonators, inventors, Civil 
War re-enactors, loggers, farmers, the homeless, the very rich, 
religious fundamentalists, hippies, artists, local folk heroes - 
you name it. Who would have thought that Alabama would 
embrace two New York Jews so warmly?! My only regret is 
that we didn’t bump into any Zoroastrians along the way. 
Anyway, the first person that I drew was Rabbi Burt (drawing 
attached). What a great guy! Thanks for the inspiration! I will 
always remember your message. Best of luck to you Rabbi!
Yaron Dotan

For the past few years, I have traveled from Scottsdale, AZ to 
be with my daughter so that we could attend the Shul of NY 
and be in the presence of Rabbi Burt for the high holidays. His 
service and everything surrounding him is the most “hamishe,” 
welcoming and uplifting service I’ve ever attended; and I grew 
up in Chicago, going to some major synagogues. For me, and 
for all of us, Rabbi Burt is the warm, open-minded, keeper of 
traditions that makes us all happy to return to the Shul and sorry 
to see him leave our Shul family. I know that he will spread love 
and light wherever he goes and I wish him “nachas” on the 
next chapter in his journey. Rabbi Burt: you are a treasure and a 
pleasure. SHALOM from Scottsdale, AZ
Susan Fisher

My family planned a wedding on Purim and Rabbi Burt agreed 
to marry Roger and me even on this holiday. For two people 
involved in theater  it couldn’t be a more perfect holiday on 
which to get married. (We only wish that we had included  
children getting dressed in costumes.) Rabbi Burt also did a 
Name blessing ceremony at a family service.   
With Nathan going to school and our getting home late, we 
are rarely able to go to Friday night services, 
but I have made plans to go to most High 
Holiday Services with the Shul for the children’s 
services. What this all means to me is that in 
this very busy and demanding city Nathan and 
Roger and I have a Jewish home, a place of 
worship to go to that defines who we are as a 
family. I am so thankful to have met and to know 
Rabbi Burt and everyone at the Shul.  
I wish Rabbi Burt well in his retirement.
Carrie Edel Isaacman 

When my fiance and I met with 
Rabbi Burt to see if he would marry 
us, he asked us, “Do you truly love 
each other?” We looked at each 
other, considered the question seri-
ously and said, “Yes!” Rabbi Burt 
did a marvelous job officiating at 
our wedding in the Brooklyn Bo-
tanical Garden. He was well spoken 

and incorporated words from our Ketubah. We still love each 
other, in a deeper way, with 2 boys and 12 years of marriage 
and counting. Thank you Rabbi Burt! Enjoy your retirement!
Kim Huang and Michael Schreiber

Rabbi Burt has been our family’s spiritual guide since we 
joined the Shul nearly 15 years ago. We were so blessed 
and fortunate to have him officiate at our son Harris’s Bar 
Mitzvah in our home on May 3, 2015, making it his last offi-
cial Bar Mitzvah before he announced his retirement on the 
following Monday. He was so moving, his words so touch-
ing and heartfelt, that all of our guests, Jew or Gentile, New 
Yorker or not, commented on how beautiful the ceremony 
was, and how his words had impacted all of them deeply.  
He had done the same for us at Orensanz for our older son 
Jakob 6 years before, for which we are forever grateful and 
indebted to this wonderful gentleman. Words cannot truly 
express the wonder of such a selfless, kind, and generous 
soul. We have been truly blessed to have prospered under 
his leadership and teaching. Thank you.
Andrew Rosenberg

Transformed from a little girl who wanted to fit 
in by crossing herself behind her parents’ back 
while the Budapest city bus passed by a Catholic 
Church, into an appreciator of my true heritage 
by Rabbi Burt. 
I watched him through the years “levitate” with 
inspiration during umpteen Shabbat services 
and the High Holy Days. I am full of apprecia-
tion for his deep unitarian acceptance of all 

people, and for what he added to 
our family’s life as I married my 
beloved Goy from Illinois. 
Vera Hearn

Rabbi Burt has been an inspiration 
to me. He founded a synagogue 
when most people would be retiring. 
He never stopped growing spiritu-
ally and following his bliss.  He was 
loved by a friend of mine: Michael 
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Baum. I remember reading that Moses’ face 
shone when he came down from Mount Si-
nai…Rabbi Burt’s face shone too whenever 
he greeted people…. He lives Torah.
Joan Iris Eisenberg

We first met Rabbi Burt in the Spring of 
2012, when we were planning our July 
wedding and were looking for a rabbi to 
marry us. He was recommended to us by the 
couple who were planning our wedding at 
the Party Loft - and he had married them 
a few years earlier. We met at his apart-
ment and just adored him immedi-
ately.  We were overwhelmed by his 
spirituality and his positive energy 
and we decided right then and 
there that he was the perfect rabbi 
to marry us. He conducted a very 
moving ceremony at our wedding 
- we couldn’t have been happier.  
Because of him, we also decided to 
start going to the Shul of New York 
for religious services - very uplift-
ing and also entertaining, thanks 
to Adam and the Shul Band. Along the way, we met several 
other couples that we are still very close with. We have even 
met other friends as a result of these relationships and the 
chain continues...... all as a result of meeting one person - the 
remarkable, charismatic Rabbi Burt Siegel!
Diane & Paul Stutz

After nearly 40 years of wandering in a spiritual desert, 
Mike and Vera Hearn introduced us to Rabbi Burt who 
brought us back as a couple to Judaism. His inspiring 
message of inclusiveness and joy is perfectly attuned to 
the complex world in which we live. We are especially 

grateful for the unforgettable holiday services that 
we experienced at the Shul of New York 
that so compellingly reflected Rabbi Burt’s 

unique vision.
Bob Levine and Joan Mirviss

Dear Rabbi, I am not an official member  
of the Shul, but have attended many of your 

services during the High Holy Days. Having 
pretty much been a secular Jew most of my 

life and having attended services at various 
synagogues for only special occasions - attending 
your service for the first time was a beautiful  
discovery of what Judaism and spirituality can be.  
I felt at home at the Shul, You created an embracing 
environment and  invited in a diverse community.  
You touched people’s souls and made Judaism both  
a personal and worldly experience. Thank you for who 
you are and all you have given. I will miss celebrating 
the holidays with you! 

Marilyn Collins

Rabbi Burt, You are the Rabbi who helped me move from  
being a woman denied a Bat-Mitzvah because I was a 
woman to one who felt cherished in the Jewish tradition,  
who opened a world of Jewish thought in our Tuesday night 
post Bar/Bat Mitzvah group, who made me smile when he 
went high on his toes when making an important point, and 
who moved me in the tender way he led my son through his 
Bar Mitzvah. Thank you. 
Laine Barton

Rabbi Burt is such an amazing combination of kindness, 
understanding and joy of life. I have never had any formal 
Jewish education or training. Meeting Rabbi Burt has opened 
a door for me. Spirituality - Rabbi Burt has led me to begin to 
understand what this means. I respect his decision to move  

on in his life and continue his studies and share his knowl-
edge but I will miss him tremendously. Rabbi Burt’s sermons 
are inspirational and I will miss listening to him. And of course 
that twinkle in his eye as well! Thank you Rabbi Burt for your 
incredible spirit and guidance.
Lee Sable Freund 

Growing up, my parents were of the old school thinking  
that boys received their Bar Mitzvah, but girls did not. I 
remember feeling left out as I saw my girlfriends walking 
together to the temple’s Hebrew School after school. When 
Rabbi Burt announced in 2002 that he was starting an adult 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah class, I jumped at the opportunity. It was 
a truly wonderful experience.  Not only was I a part of a 
wonderful community of 13 adult women; I also fulfilled a 
lifelong yearning and goal to have my Bat Mitzvah. And for 
that, I always will be grateful to Rabbi Burt. 
Lois Penn

Rabbi Burt has been a very important person in my life: he 
founded the Shul of New York, a core component of which is 
the Shul Band, which has been the longest ongoing musical 
experience of my life, as well as one of the 
most rewarding. The Shul has provided the 
framework for something very rare in the 
early 21st century: a working band, with 
the same core membership for nearly 15 
years. Most musicians of my generation, 
regardless of the style of music, have 
trouble maintaining or being part of a 
working band, but this one fell into my 
lap when Vera came across me playing 
at a synagogue in Scarsdale and told 
me to call a guy named Adam Feder. I’ve grown very 
close both musically and personally with Adam, Seth, Dave, 
and Ernesto, and that experience has been priceless. Being 
part of the Shul also helped me connect with my own Juda-
ism through music, which is the best possible way to have 
done it. I cannot thank you enough, Rabbi, for valuing music 
so highly and for being present in all of our lives. 
Matthew Snyder

Rabbi Burt, You have been the light of my soul. You have 
taught me so many things. You have always been there for 
me through so many sad and joyous times. I loved coming to 
the synagogue and participating in your services, you made 
believing so much fun! You are My Rabbi, my friend my 
confidant my brother. I am so blessed that God brought you 
into my life! I am sad that you are retiring because you will 
be missed by all the people that you inspire every single day, 
but I am so happy and excited for you that now you can study 
religion all day every day, because I know that’s where your 
true happiness comes from. I love you and congratulations! 
Your soul sister for life, Tammy 
Tammy Fisher

There are few people in the world who alter the life of just one 
person, and even fewer who touch the lives and souls of thou-
sands! Our dear friend and spiritual guru, Rabbi Burt, has been 
a valued and important part of our lives for generations. From 
my father’s bar-mitzvah through my wedding, Burt has been  
the guiding hand that carried us through life, deaths and all 
the in between. We love you like family Burt, and we are so 
blessed to have you in all of our lives. We wish you all the best 
the world offers and offer you our love and support in your next 

journey. Love, Crystal, Arie, Rose, Tammy, Ken,  
Brittany and Josh

Crystal Fisher

We thank the indefatigable Karen Seidman 
for her seven year co-presidency  

of the Shul of New York.  
Thanks for the passion, the creativity  

and the hard work.  
We welcome Don Brancaccio who will join 

Sara Lavner as our new co-president.
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CORNER
Lily is a 12 year old girl who hears 
the voice of the Hebrew Goddess.   
Shekhinah calls to her from her exile 
in the Labyrinth of Time where she 
is trapped by all the evil in the world 
called klipot, black hairy creatures 
with sharp claws. Based on Kabbalis-
tic mythology and modern Witchcraft, 
Lily travels through other dimensions 
that correspond to the cycles of the 
earth and the four seasons in order 
to free Shekhinah from her exile and 
return her to human consciousness.  

Book

Rabbi Burt married my husband and me 
almost ten years ago and we were prob-
ably one of his most interesting combina-
tions: A Muslim girl from Turkey and  
A Jewish man from Michigan. He intro-
duced me to Judaism and I began taking 

his Intro to Judaism class with my husband! Though I fell in 
love with Judaism during these classes, my husband and I 
found ourselves falling in love with Rabbi Burt!!! Our time 
with him was incredibly special and meaningful. He taught us 
about his faith, but also about Islam, and all the other faiths 
as well. He taught us about the Sufis, the mystical sects of 
religion and the importance of love and a love for God.  
He taught us what it was to be a spiritual being, a humanitar-
ian, and how to laugh and connect with others. We will miss 
him dearly at services and wish him the best.
Yelda & Andrew Moers

Although I’m in some denial about Burt not being the active 
Rabbi for our Shul anymore, here’s my brief paragraph: When 
I was growing up, I didn’t have a Shul or a rabbi, but I always 
imagined what it might be like. Never, ever, could I have imag-
ined a rabbi like Burt or a shul like ours, however. Burt mar-
ried me, named my children, Bar Mitzvahed me and our dear 
friend John Balan in a night I will never forget.  He presided 
over the recent Bat Mitzvah of my daughter, Reynie. He is the 
honorary grandfather to my daughters and feels more like 
family than some actual family. In short, he has brought Juda-
ism into my life in a way that allows me to be both comfort-
able and aspire to more in practice, belief, love, and faith.
Jiro Adachi

I met Rabbi Burt when I was 20 years old, just about to 
enter the Hebrew Union College to begin my rabbinical 
studies. He was my first teacher as I entered the Seminary.  
He continues over the many years to be my teacher and my 
loyal friend. He was one of the three rabbis at my wedding 
to Judy almost four years ago. Burt, I wish you my very best 
as you embark on a new chapter in your life. May you con-
tinue to be my teacher for many years to come.  
Rabbi Dennis Math 

I am eternally grateful to Rabbi Burt  
for providing me with a spiritual Jewish  
foundation that has become such an  
important part of my life. My deeply profound 
and meaningful Bar Mitzvah at The New 
Synagogue on Barrow Street was my first 
exposure to Judaism. Many years later after 
college I reconnected with Rabbi Burt 
at The Shul of New York and became a 
regular congregant. In 2006 Rabbi Burt 
invited me with him on a life-changing 
trip to India. This experience tremen-
dously impacted my life and has guided me, deepen-
ing my commitment to spirituality and opening my heart more 
every day. Thank you Rabbi Burt for showing me the mystical 
connection that unites all people and religions of the world.  
Thank you for showing me the true meaning of Adonai Echad. 
That God and everything that exists, is one.
Noah Baumwoll

Rabbi Burt has added so much to my spiritual and intellectual 
life. In our bi-monthly class that has met for more than 5 years 
now (I have lost track), I have appreciated his brilliance, knowl-
edge, sense of humor, and willingness to listen to all opinions in 
such a way that has enriched (and if I may speak for the others 
in the class)-all of our lives. He is truly a very special and unique 
man and Rabbi-who continually expands and supports our 
growth and knowledge of Jewish tradition and thought.
Elaine Magidson
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