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Shabbat/Yom
Kippur Times
Friday, September 29
Fast begins and
Candle Lighting:
Kol Nidre:
Shabbat, September 30
Shacharit:
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha (No Shul
SS)
Neilah:
Maariv, Shabbat
and Fast end:
Next Friday, October 6
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:

6:23 PM
6:25 PM
8:15 AM
9:49 AM
4:45 PM
6:10 PM
7:23 PM
6:15 PM
6:12 PM

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
9/30, 10/13.
He can be reached via email at
RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com, or
phone in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In
the event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
There will be no youth groups over Yom
Kippur.

Weather Report
Friday night: 67°

Tishrei 10, 5778
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert

Shabbat/Yom Kippur day: 63°

Member Spotlight - Stay tuned; the Spotlight will return after Simchat Torah!
Speaking of Simchat Torah... Please join us for our annual Simchat Torah luncheon! It will take place on Friday,
October 13th after davening. In order that we are able to order an appropriate amount of food, please sign up using
the link sent out in the e-blast. Cost is $5.00 per household; reach out to the Board for sponsorship opportunities!
Reminder for Yom Kippur - If you are attending Ahavat Shalom for Yom Kippur, PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN
MACHZOR. If you own more than one, please bring one for a friend. Please remember to have a candle lit in your
apartment from before Shabbat that you will use for havdalah after Yom Kippur.
Looking to Volunteer? - The Chesed Committee (Moty Raven), Sisterhood (Melissa Kirshenbaum & Sam Locke),
Religious Committee (Ariel Kirshenbaum) and Fundraising Committee (Alex Daitch & Evan Rottenstreich) are
looking for volunteers to lend a helping hand.
ReMembership Your Dues ... The new membership year began on September 1st. To join our growing community, the
cost is $165/person and $330/household. Kiddushim for the year can be sponsored for an additional $15/person or
$30/household. NEW THIS YEAR, Welcome Baskets for all new community members can be sponsored for the
whole year for just $10!
More on Membership - As of November 1, the mailing list will be limited to members only. Non-members will still
have access to the Newsletter via Facebook and our website.
Order your Arba Minim -New this year, Ahavat Shalom will be working with Eli Tolchin to take orders for lulav
and etrog sets. A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the shul. Eli is looking forward to providing everyone
with exceptional service. Due date for orders is this Sunday, October 1 at 12:00 AM (Motzei Shabbat), and pickup
will be available for pickup on Oct 2nd and 3rd, btwn 7:30pm-10:30pm, at Westgate complex 1395 Hill St, Apt B
Teaneck NJ. Please see the link in the e-blast to get your order in!
New Releases in 2018 - Move over family photos on the fridge! Ahavat Shalom will be rolling out a calendar to every
household for the first time ever! Reach out to the Fundrasing Committee @ board@teaneckapartments.com about
exciting sponsorship and advertising opportunities.

Chesed Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently or knows somebody moving in,
let Moty Raven or Yael Stromer know!
Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

2017-2018 Member
Ticker:

50 Member
Households!

Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2017-2018
President: Ben Wine Vice Presidents: Alex Daitch | Ariel Kirshenbaum | Moty Raven | Evan Rottenstreich Secretary: Eli Baum Treasurer: Yonatan Isser
Sisterhood: Melissa Kirshenbaum | Sam Locke Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Steven Lowinger | Dani Weinberger
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbiyehudahalpert@gmail.com
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A Good and Sweet Year
There is an age old practice mentioned by Chazal to eat certain foods on the night of Rosh Hashannah. These are known as simanim - signs that we
pray will symbolize a good year. Short tefillos accompany the simanim and the poskim comment that the intent and thoughts of teshuva that occur at
this time can help make the simanim a reality. Perhaps the most popular of the simanim is the custom to partake of an apple dipped in honey. At this
time, we fervently beseech Hashem for a shana tova u'mesukah, a good and sweet year. By analyzing what this dual request of "good and sweet"
represents, we can gain a greater appreciation of what to concentrate our thoughts on at this opportune moments.
Chazal teach us that when events occur that are especially good, we are required to recite the bracha of Hatov V'hameitiv - Hashem is good, and Does
good. There is another bracha that is recited when something bad happens, the bracha of Dayan Ha'Emes - Hashem is the true judge. These
different berachos are only recited in this world; in the world to come, only the bracha on good will be recited. The future is described as a day that is
only good. Creation was originally supposed to be this way. When Hashem began the creation of the world with the creation of light, the Torah tells us
that the light was good. Unfortunately for us, this light could not be retained in this world and Hashem hid it away for the righteous for days to come.
When we ask Hashem for ashana tova, we are not just asking for good things in this world. We are elevating our thoughts by beseeching Hashem for a
world that is all good. We are dreaming about a world in which the original light of Creation of Hashem's presence is discernible.
In addition to a good year, we also ask for a sweet one. They words of Torah are compared to gold and honey. "More precious than gold and sweeter
than honey" is Dovid HaMelech's description of Hashem's words. What is the significance of comparing the Torah to honey if it is already comparable
to gold? Isn't gold obviously more valuable than honey? Gold and honey are fundamentally different from one another. Although gold is more
valuable, it is only significant because of what it can purchase. It does not provide actual pleasure, but rather it enables one to purchase worldly
pleasures. Honey, although not particularly expensive, is intrinsically enjoyable. The words of Torah are compared to both gold and honey. Torah is
like spiritual gold in that the acquisition of Torah knowledge enables one to better perform Mitzvos, and Torah study helps perfect a person's
character traits. Like gold, it is valuable for what it can accomplish. However, Torah is also much more than spiritual gold, because the words of Torah
are sweeter than honey. Even without any other advantages gained by Torah study, learning Torah is the sweetest gift Hashem has given us. It is both
more precious than gold and simultaneously sweeter than honey.
The Ohr HaChaim has a remarkable comment (Devarim 26:11) wherein he describes how we would react to the goodness and sweetness of Torah if
we truly appreciated it to the fullest. We would be so overwhelmed by the sweet taste of Torah that we wouldn't be able to pursue anything else. As
we dip our apple in our honey on Rosh Hashanah, we should be focusing on the lofty dreams of having a good and sweet year. We beseech Hashem to
see His light and taste His Torah. May this year be a year of only goodness and sweetness for all of Klal Yisroel.
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