Congregation

Ahavat Shalom
Parshat Nitzavim-Vayeilech

Shabbat Times
Friday, September 15
Candle Lighting:
6:48 PM
Mincha/Maariv:
6:50 PM
Shabbat, September 16
8:45 AM
Shacharit:
9:44 AM
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
6:35 PM
Seudot:
Shkiya:
7:04 PM
Maariv:
7:40 PM
Shabbat Ends:
7:45 PM
Next Friday, September 22
Mincha/Maariv:
6:40 PM
Candle Lighting:
6:36 PM
Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
9/16, 9/30, 10/13.
He can be reached via email at
RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com, or
phone in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In
the event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-3 are located in the
room across the Shul from 9:30am - 10:45am.
Morah Shira and Morah Melissa, two Yeshivat
Noam teachers, will supervise. Toys and books
will be provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask
parents to please send your child with a snack.
Signup is on the website.

Chesed Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently or knows somebody moving in,
let Moty Raven or Yael Stromer know!
Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

Welcome to
Ahavat Shalom!
Households: 102
(Adults: 201, Kids: 59)

Elul 25, 5777
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert
Welcome to Tova and Avi Sonnenblick who moved into Ayers; Shira and Nathaniel Rehanian and Deena and Oren
Vaknin who moved into Walraven; Naomi Chava, Jacob, Sarah Gittle and Daniella Eidel Eskin, as well as Jenni
Jimenez who moved into Terrace Circle (and soon her fiance Akiva Fischman!); and Alex, Eitan and Judah Selevan
who moved into Westgate!
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Mazel Tov to Leah and Jonathan Weiss on the birth of a baby boy!
Tzeitchem L'Shalom to Maya, David and Molly Joyandeh, and to Tziona, Ron and Maya Simchi!
Thank you to Tziona, Ron and Maya Simchi for sponsoring the kiddush!
Weather Report
Friday night: 75°, chance of rain

Shabbat day: 81°, MEET N' GREET!

Member Spotlight - Meet the Kadry's! Michelle and Yishai moved into the
community in March, 2017. Michelle is a nurse in the NICU at Columbia
Presbyterian Hospital and Yishai is a mortgage broker (see the bottom of
this page for more info...). After ignoring Yishai on a Camp HASC
Shabbaton, Michelle decided to take a shot and agreed to go out with
Yishai; the rest is history! Also of important note: Yishai recently competed
in an "Insanity" competition.
Looking to Volunteer? - The Chesed Committee (Moty Raven), Sisterhood (Melissa Kirshenbaum & Sam Locke),
Religious Committee (Ariel Kirshenbaum) and Fundraising Committee (Alex Daitch & Evan Rottenstreich) are
looking for volunteers to lend a helping hand.
Selichot will take place this Motzei Shabbat at approximately 12:50 AM. Stay tuned for exact details!
Yom Kippur Update - Ahavat Shalom is happy to announce we will be having minyanim for Yom Kippur. Seats for
will be $45 for non-members and $25 dollars for members. We are looking for volunteers to help out with our Yom
Kippur minyan. If you, or anyone you know who may want to join us for Yom tov, could daven Pesukei D'zimra,
Shacharit or Mincha, fill out this form: https://goo.gl/forms/wnsyMAzkw0kgA6ik1
Meet N' Greet! - Ahavat Shalom's annual Meet N' Greet is this Shabbat! Join us @ 3:30 p.m. in the Walraven courtyard.
Refreshments will be served. Get ready to meet new friends!
ReMembership Your Dues ... The new membership year began on September 1st. Early Bird Specials of $150/person or
$300/household will be available until Rosh Hashanah. As soon you dip your apples in honey the price changes to $165/person and
$330/household. Kiddushim for the year can be sponsored for an additional $15/30. NEW THIS YEAR, Welcome Baskets for all new
community members can be sponsored for the whole year for just $10!
Order your Arba Minim -New this year, Ahavat Shalom will be working with Eli Tolchin to take orders for lulav and etrog sets.
Some of the proceeds will be donated to the shul. Eli is looking forward to providing everyone with exceptional service.
Elul Mezuzah Checking in Teaneck @ BMOB on Sunday September 17. Drop off your mezuzahs until 11 AM. Register
at http://www.cjid.org/teaneck-mezuzah-checking--bmob.html. Checking is under the auspices of Rabbi Yitzchok Weinberger, Sofer
Stam, certified by the Vaad Mishmeres Stam.
Save the Date - NJ Friendship Walk: Sunday, September 17 @ Votee Park, Teaneck. 10:00 Registration, 11:00 Walk and 11:30 Walk
Celebration. Check out www.NJFriendshipWalk.com for more details!

New Releases in 2018 - Move over family photos on the fridge! Ahavat Shalom will be rolling out a calendar to every household for
the first time ever! Reach out to the Fundrasing Committee @ board@teaneckapartments.com about exciting sponsorship and
Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2016-2017
President: Ben Wine Vice Presidents: Alex Daitch | Ariel Kirshenbaum | Moty Raven | Evan Rottenstreich Secretary: Eli Baum Treasurer: Yonatan Isser
Sisterhood: Melissa Kirshenbaum | Sam Locke Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Steven Lowinger | Dani Weinberger
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbiyehudahalpert@gmail.com
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Temptations and Triumphs; The Parsha of Private Moments
It seems like it was a great feel-good event for the Jewish people. Though the curses are boldly recorded, the blessings, on the other
hand, are softly referenced, waiting for Rashi to make sure we do not miss them. While there would be some who sadly were terribly
censured, would not the vast majority earn the blessings of the Leviim and Kohanim as they looked up to us from their station in between
the mountains? Here is how it seems to have sounded:
"Blessed be you who did not fashion an idol. Blessed be you who did not curse your father or your mother. Blessed be you who did not
stealthily and illegally move the fence between you and your neighbor...who did not willfully give bad advice...who did not commit
various forms of incest... who did not twist the judgments of the orphans and the widows..."
Would we not do quite well? Maybe we would not earn the blessing for those who never speak ill of others or the brocho for those who
observe the entirety of Torah. Yet nine of eleven seems QED. Could it be that easy to earn His blessings?
Not at all; don't count your blessings yet! The prolific Yerushalmi sage, Harav Moshe Shternbuch, explains why the blessings are only
detailed through the explicit censures and otherwise cannot be found. He suggests that this presentation teaches us that the blessings
and curses addressed only polar opposites and no one else. Just as the curses censured those who struggled and failed, so too the Leviim
blessed only those who were tempted and triumphed. That means that these blessings were reserved for the one who was overcome
with a powerful persuasive force and compelling reason to serve idolatry, or to take advantage of a vulnerable relative, or to cowardly
steal away one's neighbors backyard. Only that Jew who nevertheless summoned the inner strength like Yosef of old in the home of
Potifar will enjoy the blessings of Har Gerizim.
Allow me to complete the picture with the observation of another personality from Yerushalayim, the venerable maggid, Harav
Mordecahi Druk zt"l. Whereas it is clear that some of the blessings are clearly reserved for the mitzvos that are observed privately, Rav
Druck believes that the entire parsha only projects a curse on those who fail in the privacy of their own homes and a blessing on similar
triumphs. In other words, special blessing is reserved for the quiet struggle, unnoticed by the public eye, gaining no strength from
disapproving friends and not expecting the praise of anyone watching.
Putting it all together, the Leviim at the foot of Har Grizim blessed that genuine Jew and that genuine Jewishness that knows temptation
and perseverance, draws singularly on inner strength, and relishes the triumph that he will share with Hashem alone.
This leaves us with an impressive parsha for our Ellul preparations. Davening, shiurim, selichos, shofar, parlor
meetings, kumsitzen and seuda shlishis are all crucial for our preparation for yomim noraim and are powerful moments for our spiritual
growth. However, teshuva, as described by Rambam, is the private moments that one experiences with Hashem. It is introspection and
self-assessment. It is as Rambam says, "bifnei Hashem". It is for the most part uncelebrated by fellow Jew and gets no public validation.
But it soars to the top of Har Gerizim and receives magnificent blessings.
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