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Shabbat Times

Weather Report: Friday night: 27°, Partly cloudy

Friday, March 16
Candle Lighting:
6:46 PM
Mincha/Maariv:
6:50 PM
Shabbat, March 17
9:00 AM
Shacharit:
10:05 AM
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
6:30 PM
Seudot:
Shkiya:
7:05 PM
Maariv:
7:40 PM
Shabbat Ends:
7:45 PM
Next Friday, March 23
Candle Lighting:
6:53 PM
Mincha/Maariv:
6:55 PM

Welcome to the Board Yosef Chai Klein! Yosef Chai will be taking over as Vice President of Ayers + Outside Apartments.
We look forward to having you on the team!

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
3/17.
He can be reached via email at
RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com, or
phone in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In
the event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-4 will be located in
Room 3 from 9:45am - 11:00am. Morah Shira
and Morah Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam
teachers, will supervise. Toys and books will be
provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask parents to
please send your child with a snack. Signup is
on the website.

Shabbat day: 45°, Sunny

Welcome to Yeshivat He'Atid who are joining us for their Shabbaton this Shabbat!
Tzeitchem l'Shalom to Ray Raven and Moty Raven. Thank you for all you have done for the community over the years.

Tzeitchem l'Shalom to Ilana and Nathan Vun Kannon, who are moving to The Great White Northern Teaneck, Slightly
South of Canada!
Thank You! to the following Celebration Kiddush sponsors:
1) Avi Sonnenblick on the occasion of his wife, Tova, becoming a CPA!
2) Esther, Yonatan and Yaakov Isser on the occasion of Esther and Yonatan's anniversary and Esther's birthday!
3) Sara and Meir Gross on the occasion of David being born and Sara's birthday!
4) Yael and Gabe Nadel on the occasion of both of their birthdays!
5) Glatt Express for sponsoring the Cholent Competition Finals!
Ahavat Shalom Shabbat Gemara Chabura - Ahavat Shalom's men's Gemara Chabura will continue on Shabbat morning at
8:30 AM in the shul led by Ian Mark. There is no required level of Gemara knowledge. For more information, please contact
Ariel Kirshenbaum at akirshenbaum3@gmail.com.

Ahavat Shalom Cholent Championship / February and March Celebration Kiddush! The championship has come! It will take
place this Shabbat, in the shul! It will be coupled with the February/March Celebration Kiddush. Our cholent finalists are
Efrat & David Ferber, Deena & Henry Bernstein, Eliana & Eli Baum, Arielle & Dani Secemski and Dina & Moshe Secemski.
May the best cholent win! #comehungryleavehappy
Special Shabbat -We at Congregation Ahavat Shalom are proud to be participating in the Third Annual Infertility Awareness
Shabbat along with over 100 other synagogues in North America, Australia, and Israel in partnership with Yesh Tikva,
AJFN, Eden Center, Gefen Fertility, Hasidah, Jewish Fertility Foundation of Atlanta and JFLA’s FEIT4KIDZ. This
initiative aims to give infertility a “voice” and to spread awareness in the Jewish community. Too often, infertility is a silent
struggle, such that you may not even be aware when your friend, family member or neighbor is suffering. For more
information on how Yesh Tikva can support you visit www,YeshTikva.org.
Parent & Me - kids 0-2 (too young for groups). The program will take place in Room 6 from 10:00 A.M. until the end of
davening. Come sing songs, play with toys and schmooze with other parents. Please provide your own snacks and be senstive to
nut allergies. Hope to see you there! (Moms and Dads welcome!)

Chesed Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently or knows somebody moving in,
let Yosef Chai Klein or Yael Wine know!
Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

Chesed Committee - The Chesed Committee is working on a new project to reach out and benefit our community. If there are
any professionals in the community who are willing to donate some time and/or and professional resources, please reach out to
chesed@teaneckapartments.com. Reaching out is the first step towards doing a huge mitzvah!

2017-2018 Member
Ticker:

Congregation Bnai Yeshurun’s Adult Education Committee Presents - Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik: "When Bitter is Better: A New
Culinary and Philosophical Approach to Marror" this Motzai Shabbat @ 9:15 PM.

91 Member

Yeshivat Noam Education Committee presents - a Pre-Pesach shiur given by their own Rabbi Dr. Alex Mondrow on Tuesday March
20th at 9:30 am in the Middle School Beit Knesset. The shiur is titled “Who Knows One? Or Maybe Two? The Experiential
Education of Hallel on Seder Night.” Come hear a new perspective on one of the highlights of the Seder! The shiur is dedicated
to the memory of מלכה בילא בת סימא יענטא ואלטער מיכאל.

Households!

Ahavat Shalom Sisterhood - is actively recruiting members to join their ranks! Please reach out to the Board if you are
interested in volunteering for the Sisterhood, or any of our other committees - Fundraising, Chesed or Religious!

Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2017-2018
President: Ben Wine Vice Presidents: Alex Daitch | Ariel Kirshenbaum | Yosef Chai Klein | Evan Rottenstreich Secretary: Eli Baum Treasurer: Yonatan Isser
Sisterhood: Melissa Kirshenbaum | Sam Locke Gabbaim: Dani Weinberger | Steven Lowinger | Benjy Lebowitz | Adam Ehrenreich
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbiyehudahalpert@gmail.com
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Good Heart, not Deaf Heart
I
"Hashem called to Moshe" (Vayikra 1:1). The aleph of "Vayikra" is small, representing Moshe's unsurpassed humility (Bamidbar 12:3). Vayikra is a term of
love, a term the angels use "one will call another and say" (Yeshaya 6:3). By contrast, when Hashem spoke to Bilam, the term "vayikar" is used
(Bamidbar 23:4), implying chance and impurity (Rashi).
Hashem loved Moshe precisely because of his humility. Bilam was arrogant (Avos 5:22), and, therefore, is abominated by Hashem (Mishlei 16:5). The missing
aleph indicates his lack of humility.
Moshe was chosen because of his good heart. He saw the burdens of his brothers, and focused his eyes and heart to be distressed over them (Shemos 2:11,
Rashi). He grazed Yisro's sheep (ibid 3:1) with extraordinary care and concern, thus deserving to be the trustworthy shepherd of Am Yisrael (Shemos
Rabbah 2:2). He was reluctant to accept his mission, because he did not want to take a position greater than his brother Aharon (Rashi 4:10).
Parshas Hachodesh, typically read before or on Parshas Vayikra, begins, "Hashem said to Moshe and Aharon" (12:1). Aharon, too, had a good heart, and was
happy about Moshe's appointment (4:14, Rashi). R' Elazar ben Arach said a good heart is the most important trait, and his rebbe, R' Yochanan ben Zakai,
concurred (Avos 2:13).
R' Elazar ben Arach was the greatest of the five students of R' Yochanan ben Zakai (Avos 2:12). He came to an area of Northern Israel, known for its wine and
springs, natural pleasures which had deprived Am Yisrael of the ten tribes (Shabbos 147b). They were preoccupied with physical pleasure, didn't learn Torah,
and abandoned mitzvos (Rashi), leading to their exile. Incredibly, R' Elazar ben Arach was pulled by these pleasures, and he forgot his learning. When called to
read "Hachodesh hazeh lachem" (12:2), he read instead "Hacheireish haya libam - their heart was deaf." How did it happen and what does this mean?
Yalkut Shimoni (Koheles 973) provides the background. R' Yochanan ben Zakai had five students. As long as he was alive, they sat before him. When he died,
they went to Yavne, but R' Elazar ben Arach went to his wife in a place where the water and the view were pleasant. He waited for his friends, thinking they
would come to him. When they didn't come, he wanted to go to them, but his wife wouldn't let him. She felt that since he was the greatest student, the
others should come to him (See Koheles Raba 7:7). Without the interaction with his friends, he forgot his Torah.
This underlies the Gemara's conclusion. R' Nehorai (possibly R' Elazar ben Arach himself) said, "Exile yourself to a place of Torah, and don't say it will come
after you. It is your friends who will cause it to remain with you. Do not rely on your own understanding."
II
This explains how it happened, but what does the change from "Hachodesh" to "Hacheireish" mean? My son R' Moshe suggested as follows. Yisrael count
months by the moon. The moon receives the light of the sun and reflects it. So too, Am Yisrael received the Torah from Hashem and Moshe, and not must
continue to receive it from one another.
The letters gimel and dalet stand for g'mol dalim, help the poor. The leg of the gimel extends towards the dalet, as the giver runs after the poor. The leg of
the dalet extends towards the gimel, as the poor person presents himself to his benefactor to spare him from the bother of pursuing him (Shabbos 104a).
Thus, the dalet of "Hachodesh" represents the moon-like quality of receiving from others.
Even the greatest Torah scholars need to receive knowledge and stimulation from their peers and students (Ta'anis 7a). R' Elazar ben Arach lost these crucial
interactions and forgot his Torah. His heart became deaf, unable to hear from others. The dalet rounded into a raish, as he did not extend himself to receive
from others.
The small difference between dalet and raish can lead to polar opposites. The large dalet of "echad" in Shema represents our recognition that we receive
everything from Hashem Echad. The large raish of "Do not bow down to el acher" (23:14) signifies a denial of this recognition (Vayikra Raba 19:2).
R' Meir was warned not to miss or add a letter. He responded that he was careful even about a dalet becoming a raish, which would destroy the world
(Eruvin 13a), presumably based on the Midrash of Echad and Acher (See Rashi Sota 20a).
The Gemara (13b) associates R' Meir with R' Nehorai and R' Elazar ben Arach. Rebbe added: I am sharper than my peers (me'chavra'i) because I saw R' Meir
from behind. Seeing from behind can mean the knot of the tefilin (Rashi 33:23), shaped like a dalet. This represents learning from others, which Rebbi did
when he gathered all of his colleagues to edit the Mishna (Rambam, Introduction to Mishne Torah). This word me'chavarai can mean from my friends as well
as than my friends.
R' Meir, like R' Elazar ben Arach, was the greatest of his generation. Nevertheless, the halacha was not like R' Meir, because his friends could not understand
him. R' Meir, who learned from Elisha ben Avuya, who known as Acher (Chagiga 15b), was referred to as Acheirim (Tosafos, Sotah 12a). He didn't interact well
enough with others. When he distinguished sufficiently between dalet and raish, he became R' Nehorai, taught and learned from others,
and halacha followed him.
The lesson of humility, derived from Moshe in Vayikra, is reinforced by the inclusion of Aharon in Parshas Hachodesh. The incredible story of R'
Elazar ben Arach, and his associations with R' Meir and R' Nehorai, can be understood in a similar vein. We must receive Torah, moon-like, or risk losing our
Torah with a deaf heart. We should all strive to be good-hearted, the most critical character trait of all.
By: Mordechai Willig
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