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Rabbi Yehuda Halpert

 Friday, March 9

Candle Lighting: 5:38 PM

Mincha/Maariv: 5:40 PM

 Shabbat, March 10

Shacharit: 9:00 AM  

Kriyat Shema: 9:12 AM

Shkiya: 5:57 PM

Maariv: 6:33 PM

Shabbat Ends: 6:38 PM

 Next Friday, March 16

Candle Lighting: 6:46 PM

Mincha/Maariv: 6:50 PM

Rabbi Halpert's Availability

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups

Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2017-2018

President: Ben Wine Vice Presidents: Alex Daitch | Ariel Kirshenbaum | Yosef Chai Klein | Evan Rottenstreich Secretary: Eli Baum Treasurer: Yonatan Isser

Sisterhood: Melissa Kirshenbaum | Sam Locke Gabbaim: Dani Weinberger | Steven Lowinger | Benjy Lebowitz | Adam Ehrenreich

We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.

board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbiyehudahalpert@gmail.com

If you or anyone you know has moved in 

recently or knows somebody moving in, 

let Yosef Chai Klein or Yael Wine know! 

Check out 

ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for 

more information.

Chesed Committee

Groups for children ages 2-4 will be located in 

Room 3 from 9:45am - 11:00am. Morah Shira 

and Morah Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam 

teachers, will supervise. Toys and books will be 

provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask parents to 

please send your child with a snack. Signup is 

on the website.

Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on: 

3/9. 

He can be reached via email at 

RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com, or 

phone in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In 

the event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert 

can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Mincha / Shalosh 

Seudot:
5:20 PM

Shabbat Times 

Congregation

Ahavat Shalom

Weather Report: Friday night: 29°, Cold Shabbat day: 42°, Mostly cloud

Thank You! Glatt Express for sponsoring next week's Cholent Competition Finals!

Spring Forward! Whether you believed the groundhog or not, Spring is right around the corner. Don't forget to set your clocks 
ahead one hour this Motzei Shabbat.

Ruach Shabbat - Can you hear what's in the air?!? That's right; it's our Ruach Friday Night davening this Shabbat! We are 
looking forward to seeing everyone there!

Ahavat Shalom Shabbat Gemara Chabura - Ahavat Shalom's men's Gemara Chabura will continue on Shabbat morning at 
8:30 AM in the shul led by Ian Mark. There is no required level of Gemara knowledge. For more information, please contact 
Ariel Kirshenbaum at akirshenbaum3@gmail.com.

Ahavat Shalom Cholent Championship / February and March Celebration Kiddush! The championship will take place next 
Shabbat, March 17, 2018 in the shul! It will be coupled with the February/March Celebration Kiddush. If it's your birthday, 
anniversary, or any other special occasion, please reach out to the Board to sponsor at board@teaneckapartments.com! Our 
cholent finalists are Efrat & David Ferber, Deena & Henry Bernstein, Eliana & Eli Baum, Arielle & Dani Secemski and 
Dina & Moshe Secemski. May the best cholent win!

Parent & Me - kids 0-2 (too young for groups). The program will take place in Room 6 from 10:00 A.M. until the end of 
davening. Come sing songs, play with toys and schmooze with other parents. Please provide your own snacks and be senstive to 
nut allergies. Hope to see you there! (Moms and Dads welcome!)

Ahavat Shalom Sisterhood - is actively recruiting members to join their ranks! Please reach out to the Board if you are 
interested in volunteering for the Sisterhood, or to join any of our other committees - Fundraising, Chesed or Religious!

ReMembership Your Dues ... The new membership year began on September 1st. To join our growing community, the cost is 
$165/person and $330/household. Kiddushim for the year can be sponsored for an additional $15/person or $30/household. 
NEW THIS YEAR, Welcome Baskets for all new community members can be sponsored for the whole year for just $10!

Financial Planning - On Motzai Shabbat, March 10, at 8:30 p.m.,  investment manager and financial planner Baruch 
Labinsky will speak at Beth Aaron on “Israel: The Start-up Nation: A Financial Start-up for You?”

Beth Aaron - The Beth Aaron Sisterhood is holding a pre-Pesach tablecloth sale on Sunday, March 11, from 6:00 to 9:30 p.m., 
at the Manas home, 506 Sagamore Avenue. Tablecloths ranging in size from 52 x 52” to 70 x 180” will be available, in addition 
to flannel-backed vinyl tablecloth and finished clear plastic tablecloths. A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the 
Sisterhood.

Congressman Josh Gottheimer will hold a Forum - at the shul on Sunday, March 11, at 9:30 a.m. The event -- sponsored by 
Beth Aaron, The Orthodox Union Advocacy Center, Teach NJS, and the Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey -- is one 
of a series to enable members of our community and those in or seeking office to engage in a civil and informed discussion 

about key issues of concern and interest to the Jewish community, like the fight against ISIS, and efforts to strengthen the 
critical U.S.-Israel alliance. Nathan Diament, Executive Director for the OU Advocacy Center, will introduce the 
Congressman and moderate the Q&A session. Space is limited. An advance RSVP is required. RSVP and submit questions for 
the Q&A by emailing bethaaron05rsvp@gmail.com.

Congregation Bnai Yeshurun’s Adult Education Committee Presents -Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik: "When Bitter is Better: A 
New Culinary and Philosophical Approach to Marror". Motzai Shabbat, March 17th at 9:15 PM.

2017-2018 Member 
Ticker:

91 Member 

Households!

mailto:board@teaneckapartments.com
http://www.ahavatshalomteaneck.com/
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Congregation

Ahavat Shalom

To Know That You Don't Know

Koheles (7:29) notes "indeed Hashem created man yashar - perfectly upright, but they sought many intrigues." The Chasid Yaavitz, in his commentary 
on Avos (5:7) which lists the 10 miracles that occurred in the Beis Hamikdash, asks why did Hashem need to display open miracles? He suggests a most 
intriguing answer, namely to demonstrate that ideally there is a perfect harmony between Torah, man and nature.
In Chapter 2 of Breishis we read of the Garden of Eden that Hashem planted in this world. The Medrash presents a utopian existence in that environment, 
whereby man's spiritual existence is primary and his physical necessities are cared for from On High. Lest one doubt the feasibility and reality of such an 
existence, the supernatural miracles present in the Beis Hamikdash on a constant basis was a clear reminder of that perfect harmony between Torah and 
nature. When the Torah commands (Vayikra 6:6) that "the fires on the Altar shall remain aflame, it shall not be extinguished," nature responds in kind, and a 
heavy downfall of rain does not extinguish the fires on the mizbeyach.
After Cain kills Hevel, Cain is afraid for his life and exclaims, "whomever meets me will kill me" (Breishis 4:14.) Who, you might ask, is Cain afraid of? After all, 
the only humans alive are his family, and while his parents might have "wanted to kill him," they would not literally do so. The Ramban answers that Cain was 
afraid of the animals, who were so upset at Cain for having disturbed the perfect harmony between Torah and nature. The Torah prohibits murder, and by 
man committing murder he polluted the environment and thus Hashem had to place a sign on his forehead, warning the animals not to kill Cain. Ideally, 
there is a perfect balance.
With this background I believe we can understand and appreciate the insight of the Be'er Yosef who cites the Medrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 19:6) that Hashem 
revealed the reason for the enigma of the Parah Adumah - red heifer exclusively to Moshe. The wise King Solomon said, "I thought I could become wise, but it 
is beyond me" (Koheles 7:23.) The Medrash understands this verse as an expression of the frustration of the wisest of all men. If, as the Medrash continues, in 
the future, in Messianic times, the reason for this mitzvah will be public knowledge, why did Hashem conceal its rationale from us? The above enigma, simply 
stated, is that the ashes of the red heifer mixed with water are sprinkled on an individual who is impure as a result of contact with a dead body, or under the 
same roof as a deceased. The sprinkling of the ashes by a Kohen on the tamei individual on the third and seventh days of his purification process was 
essential in removing his tum'ah and his becoming tahor, while the Kohen who expedited this transformation became tamei.
The Be'er Yosef suggests that participating and engaging in a mitzvah that is beyond our comprehension but clearly Divinely legislated can help us respond to 
and accept circumstances and happenings that are equally difficult to comprehend. In Parshas Ki Sisa (33:13) Moshe asked, "to see Hashem." This is 
understood by the Talmud (Brachos 7a) that Moshe was requesting to understand Hashem, specifically why righteous individuals suffer and not-yet good 
individuals prosper? One utilized the ashes of the parah regularly. Every time one went to a funeral, sat shemira, or participated in the chevra kadisha they 
became tameh - impure. The frequent utilization of these ashes, "helped the medicine go down." Just as one cannot understand themitzvahof the parah 
adumah so too, one often cannot understand the circumstances and timeliness of the cause for this mitzvah. Just as we accept the chok - statute of 
the parah knowing its Divine origin, so too do we accept circumstances and situations knowing they too are Divinely ordained. Thus, in the imperfect world 
that we now live in we need the eifer parah as a kind of catharsis to aid our spiritually challenging wounds.
The Be'er Yosef z"tl continues in this vein and discusses the two giants of their times, Moshe Rabbeinu and Rabbi Akiva. The Talmud (Menachos 29b) relates 
that when Moshe ascended HarSinai he found Hashem adorning seven letters in the Torah with crowns. When Moshe asked why, he was told that there 
would be a great scholar Akiva ben Yosef who would reveal multitudes of laws from these crowns. Moshe was so intrigued that he asked to see him in action. 
Hashem played the projector of the future and Moshe sat in the eighth row of Rabbi Akiva's shiur and was most frustrated as he did not understand the 
presentation until he heard one of the students ask for a particular source and Rabbi Akiva responded that it is a halacha l'Moshe miSinai - a law given to 
Moshe without our understanding. This assuaged Moshe's feelings. Thus, even Rabbi Akiva, who revealed so many secrets of Torah, even he, needed to know 
that there are areas we just don't know and can't understand.
The Gemara continues that Moshe asked to see what the end of Rabbi Akiva's life was like, and was shown his being tortured to death, with Shema Yisrael on 
his lips (Berachos 61b.) Moshe immediately burst forth with "is this the reward for Torah?" Hashem responded that he be silent this is that which emanated 
from His Divine thought beyond man's comprehension. Thus, just as Rabbi Akiva accepted halacha l'Moshe miSinai, so too, it was easier for Moshe to accept 
the Divine plan. Just as in the Torah there are laws beyond our comprehension so too in the Divine governing of the world, there are happenings we cannot 
fathom or comprehend.
What emerges ultimately from the parah adumah is the bolstering of our emunah. While we cannot understand all, we submit to His higher authority. This is 
most crucial all year long, but especially as we approach the holiday of Pesach. The parah adumah humbles us, which helps us put Him at the center of our 
universe, and not ourselves. Thus I pray that our reading and studying of Parshas Parah will not only be a fulfillment of "unishalma parim sefaseinu - let our 
lips substitute for bulls" (Hoshea 14:3), i.e. that it be looked upon and considered as if we actually brought the parah adumah, but may it inspire us to 
greater bitachon to know that we don't know, but He does!

By: Rabbi Benjamin Yudin
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