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Weather Report: Friday night: 37°, Rain

Shabbat Times
Friday, March 2
Candle Lighting:
Mincha/Maariv:
Shabbat, March 3
Shacharit:
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
Seudot:
Shkiya:
Maariv:
Shabbat Ends:
Next Friday, March 9
Candle Lighting:
Mincha/Maariv:
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5:30 PM
5:35 PM
9:00 AM
9:18 AM
5:15 PM
5:49 PM
6:25 PM
6:30 PM
5:38 PM
5:40 PM

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
3/2.
He can be reached via email at
RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com, or
phone in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In
the event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Shabbat day: 47°, Cloudy

Mazal Tov to Sarah and Dovie Stampler on the birth of a baby boy! The bris will take place, IY"H, Sunday, March 4, 2018 at
Congregation Beth Aaron. Shacharit at 8 am. Bris to follow davening.
Baruch Dayan Emet - On behalf of the congregation, condolences to Estie & Evan Rottenstreich and family on the loss of
Evan's beloved father, Zvi Rottenstreich, z"l. Shiva will be observed at the Rottenstreich residence (167-03 75th Ave, Flushing,
NY) until Tuesday morning, March 6. May we share in only simchas.

Ahavat Shalom Shabbat Gemara Chabura - Ahavat Shalom's men's Gemara Chabura will continue on Shabbat morning at
8:30 AM in the shul led by Ian Mark. There is no required level of Gemara knowledge. For more information, please contact
Ariel Kirshenbaum at akirshenbaum3@gmail.com.
Ahavat Shalom Cholent Championship / February and March Celebration Kiddush! The championship will take place on
Shabbat, March 17, 2018 in the shul! It will be coupled with the February/March Celebration Kiddush. If it's your birthday,
anniversary, or any other special occasion, please reach out to the Board to sponsor at board@teaneckapartments.com! Our
cholent finalists are Efrat & David Ferber, Deena & Henry Bernstein, Eliana & Eli Baum, Arielle & Dani Secemski and
Dina & Moshe Secemski. May the best cholent win!
Parent & Me - is finally here for kids 0-2 (too young for groups). The program will take place in Room 7 from 10:00 A.M.
until the end of davening. Come sing songs, play with toys and schmooze with other moms. Please provide your own snacks
and be senstive to nut allergies. Hope to see you there! (Moms or Dads welcome!)

Round Table with Yoetzet Shoshana Samuels - will take place on Tuesday, March 6 at 8:00 PM at the home of Yael and Ben
Wine. Discussion will be about challenges couples face from the details of the laws to the relationship with the Mikvah. You
may submit questions through the Google form on the Ahavat Shalom Sisterhood Facebook page or by emailing
blumenstein.e@gmail.com. Questions will remain anonymous.
Ahavat Shalom Sisterhood - is actively recruiting members to join their ranks! Please reach out to the Board if you are
interested in volunteering for the Sisterhood, or to join any of our other committees - Fundraising, Chesed or Religious!

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-4 will be located in
Room 3 from 9:45am - 11:00am. Morah Shira
and Morah Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam
teachers, will supervise. Toys and books will be
provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask parents to
please send your child with a snack. Signup is
on the website.

ReMembership Your Dues ... The new membership year began on September 1st. To join our growing community, the cost is
$165/person and $330/household. Kiddushim for the year can be sponsored for an additional $15/person or $30/household.
NEW THIS YEAR, Welcome Baskets for all new community members can be sponsored for the whole year for just $10!
Shearit HaPlate of Bergen County, Inc. is coordinating a community-wide post-Purim collection of leftover mishloach manot food,
to be distributed to people in need. Food may be deposited directly inside the PODS located at 1212 Kensington Road in Teaneck
from March 1st until March 9th, 2018. Food must be in its original packaging, with kosher certification visible. Purim Sameach!

Chesed Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently or knows somebody moving in,
let Moty Raven or Yael Stromer know!
Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

The Yeshivat Noam Parent Education Committee presents an exciting series of shiurim given by their own Rabbi Dr. Alex
Mondrow, middle school psychologist and Rebbe. The first series is titled “21st Century Educational Lessons from Pre-War PolandThe Parallel, Painful and Inspirational Stories of Dr. Janusz Korczak and the Piacezner Rebbe. ” This series will take place
on Tuesday March 6 and Tuesday March 13 and will be held in the Middle School Beit Knesset at 9:30am.

2017-2018 Member
Ticker:

Beth Aaron - The Beth Aaron Sisterhood is holding a pre-Pesach tablecloth sale on Sunday, March 11, from 6:00 to 9:30 p.m., at the
Manas home, 506 Sagamore Avenue. Tablecloths ranging in size from 52 x 52” to 70 x 180” will be available, in addition to flannelbacked vinyl tablecloth and finished clear plastic tablecloths. A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Sisterhood.

91 Member

Financial Planning - On Motzai Shabbat, March 10, at 8:30 p.m., investment manager and financial planner Baruch
Labinsky will speak at Beth Aaron on “Israel: The Start-up Nation: A Financial Start-up for You?”

Households!
Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2017-2018
President: Ben Wine Vice Presidents: Alex Daitch | Ariel Kirshenbaum | Yosef Chai Klein | Evan Rottenstreich Secretary: Eli Baum Treasurer: Yonatan Isser
Sisterhood: Melissa Kirshenbaum | Sam Locke Gabbaim: Dani Weinberger | Steven Lowinger | Benjy Lebowitz | Adam Ehrenreich
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbiyehudahalpert@gmail.com
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The Two Day Holiday of Purim
All Jewish holidays are universally celebrated on the same day. To be sure, in chutz la'aretz, the Biblically-mandated holidays are celebrated for two days, but all start on the same day. Furthermore, the
whole purpose of keeping two days there is because of sefeika d'yoma - a doubt which used to exist in chutz la'aretz as to which day is the correct day based on the inability of the agents informing the
residents of chutz la'aretz of the declared date of the previous Rosh Chodesh to get everywhere on time - but the goal is to keep the correct day everywhere. That is, all Jewish holidays except for Purim
where different days are mandated for different types of cities. As the Talmud (Megila 2b) based on a careful reading of Megilas Esther indicates, unwalled cities celebrate Purim on the fourteenth of Adar,
whereas walled cities celebrate on the fifteenth. Why the difference between Purim and all other holidays? The Talmud (ibid. 5b) additionally teaches that elements of festivity apply on both days known
as yomei d'Puraya, the days of Purim, regardless of which day is kept as the primary holiday. [1] Why are there two days of Purim for all?
Ramban[2] (Chidushim, Megila 2a) presents a novel interpretation in answer to this question based on a detailed reading of Megilas Esther providing additional insights into the nature of the miraculous
salvation of Purim and the need for a dual holiday. The return to Eretz Yisrael had already begun through Zerubavel and was later rejuvenated by Ezra and Nechemia before the Purim salvation (see book
of Ezra-Nechamia). Ramban opines that the majority of the Jewish people already resided there at the time of the Purim miracle mostly or wholly in unwalled cities, the walls having been destroyed during
the Babylonian conquest with the exception perhaps of Jerusalem. (See Nechemia Chapters 3-4; Ramban though seems to assume that Jerusalem at that time was also unwalled or perhaps not fully walled.)
The Jews throughout the lands of their exile lived both in unwalled cities (arei haperazim) and walled cities (mukafos choma): some of them exclusively Jewish; some of them mixed cities.
For apparent reasons, the residents of the unwalled cities felt the most vulnerable to Haman's decree, those in the walled cities less so as the wall would block the invaders from entering and allow battle
against them from the wall. When the Purim miracle initially occurred, the Jewish residents of all cities outside Shushan celebrated on the day of their rest from battle, the 14th of Adar; the Jews of Shushan
celebrated on the their day of rest, the 15th. However, in subsequent years only the Jews of the unwalled cities (and presumably the Jewish residents of the mixed, walled cities who were also under threat
from their non-Jewish co-residents) spontaneously continued to celebrate on the anniversary of their rest day after their deliverance, on the 14th of Adar. However, the residents of the walled cities, not
feeling as vulnerable and not viewing the miracle as great, did not celebrate at all in subsequent years.
Mordechai and Esther, finding an allusion in the Torah to ordain Purim as a permanent holiday (see Megila 7a and 14a) promulgated a two-fold Rabbinic ordinance: they codified the practice already begun
by the Jews of the unwalled cities to celebrate on the 14th (See Esther 9:19,23), and they further enacted a new holiday on the 15th for all walled cities following the model of the initial day of rest of
Shushan, which was a walled city as well. They did so since they realized that the decree was indeed looming over the entire Jewish people and a wall alone did not provide guaranteed shelter without Divine
intervention. They divided the holiday into different days of observance to commemorate the greater miracle of the salvation of the Jews of the unwalled cities and their initiative to establish a holiday on the
anniversary of that date but insisted that all Jews celebrate since they were all in danger (see Esther 9:20,24,30). Since the miracle primarily affected the land of Israel where most Jews lived and those cities
were all (or mostly) unwalled and would not in any way partake of the distinctive holiday for the more prominent walled cities, the definition of a walled city was extended to include any city which was
walled as of the time of Yehoshua bin Nun even if the wall was currently in ruins. Even the walled cities with mixed populations who were under obvious grave threat initially from their non-Jewish coresidents were included in the 15th day observance so as not to distinguish between the fully Jewish "walled cities" of Israel (which had a wall during Yehoshua's time), the main center of the miracle, and
other walled cities.
Ran (on Rif 1a ff.) challenges Ramban's thesis on several points including debating historically whether the majority of the Jewish people already resided in Eretz Yisrael then and prefers a different, simpler
approach. Since the initial salvation was on the 14th for most cities and continued until the 15th for Shushan, the Sages of that generation wanted to commemorate the additional miracle for Shushan by
having all walled cities - similar to Shushan - celebrate on Shushan's holiday. The definition of a walled city was backed up to Yehoshua's time in order to honor the land of Israel, not because that is where
most of the Jewish population lived, but to have some cities of Eretz Yisrael, the central land of the Jewish people regardless of how many live there, also have the distinction of "walled" cities.[3]
Rav Yitzchak Hutner (Pachad Yitzchak, Purim 15) explains the dual holiday on a hashkafic plane. As the Talmud (see Megila 7a) and many of the commentaries note, the miraculous salvation of the Jewish
people also represented another step in the national battle against Amaleik, Haman and his cohorts being descendants of the first nation to battle against the Jews out of mere hatred of the sanctified life for
which they stood. Some note that is for this reason that the Jewish victors did not partake of the booty (Esther 9:10) viewing it as assets of Amaleik from which it would be prohibited to benefit. However, the
nature of the battle which took place on the 13th day of Adar, with the rest-day on the 14th, and the subsequent battle in Shush an on the 14th, with the rest-day on the 15th were fundamentally different.
The initial battle was defensive, the Jews protecting themselves from the threat of Haman's willing agents; the second battle was offensive, after Queen Esther requested of Achashveirosh another day on
which to take vengeance against the Jewish people's enemies. Am Yisrael's battle against Amaleik and the evil that this nation represents[4] takes on two forms. Sometimes Amaleik attacks first - as
happened in the days of Moshe and Yehoshua - and Bnei Yisrael must then rally to defend themselves nationally or individually both on the physical and the spiritual plane. At other times, the Jewish people
must pre-emptively strike Amaleik as happened in the days of King Shaul. These two crucial models for the eternal battle against this evil nation and what it represents are both incorporated into the dual
holiday of Purim.
Rav Shmuel Bornstein (Sheim MiShmuel, Shemos 1, Purim p. 169 ff.) presents a second hashkafic explanation also connecting the dual celebration with the battle against Amaleik. The Talmud (Sanhedrin 20b)
teaches that the battle against Amaleik is only commanded after a Jewish king is appointed. This is why Shmuel states "Hashem has commanded me to anoint you as king over Israel ... now, go out and smite
Ameleik!" (Shmuel I 15:1,3). Sheim MiShmuel quotes his father, Rav Avraham of Sochatchov, who commented cryptically that the main miracle of Purim was that the Jewish pe ople were able to wage war
against Amaleik without a king. Explaining his father's words, Rav Shmuel elucidates that there must be Jewish unity for this battle to succeed since Amaleik has the power to divide the Jewish people; a king
is necessary in order to accomplish this unity. How then did the Jewish people war against Amaleik in the days of Mordechai and Esther absent a Jewish king? The requisite unity was created via other means:
the enormous threat of destruction looming over the heads of the Jewish people caused of all them to return together and nullify themselves to their Father in Heaven. This transformation from a disparate,
scattered people referred to by Haman as "a nation scattered and separate among the nations" (Esther 3:8) was catalyzed by Esther's charge to Mordechai for three days of national fasting, prayer and
repentance - memorialized by our observance of Ta'anis Esther - "go gather all of the Jewish people!" (ibid. 4:16). Only then, unified once again as they were formerly under a Jewish king, were the Jewish
people able to wage the battle against Amaleik. Although outwardly the Jewish people were separated geographically and perhaps culturally throughout the many countries of their exile, inwardly they were
indeed one.[5] Similarly, the two days of Purim, although outwardly they appear as different days of celebration, inwardly are really one, and hence, aspects of celebration apply to all on both days.
Many important lessons emerge from these various interpretations. Ramban enlightens us that one should never think that without Divine mercy and protection they are safe from external physical or
spiritual enemies. Ran teaches us to appreciate each aspect of Divine miracles. Rav Hutner's teaching informs us, in addition to the literal defensive-offensive duality against the nation of Amaleik, to
constantly stand on the defensive against spiritual laxity and lapses and be ready to go on the offense to constantly grow in our Avodas Hashem. Finally, Rav Bornstein illuminates the central concept of
Jewish unity irrespective of external differences. May we be able to accept the Torah anew as the Jewish people did in the days of Mordechai and Esther (ibid. Shabbos 88a) this Purim and apply all of these
concepts in our daily lives.
[1] Eulogies and fasting are prohibited on both ( Megila 5b). Rema (Orach Chaim 695:2) additionally rules that one should "increase feasting and joy a little" on the other day as well.
[2] Ramban's opinion needs significant analysis as to his assumptions and the logical flow of his presentation. I present it here according to my humble understanding which to some extent is not in
accordance with the way Ran apparently understood it.
[3] A Rav noted that this distinction given to Eretz Yisrael is now exclusively reserved for the Holy land as no walled cities from the days of Yehoshua have been positively identified i n chutz la'aretz, and no
Jews live currently in Shushan.
[4] See Amaleik and Purim: Deception and Self-Deception for one presentation of these concepts. Many more have been explicated by the commentaries.
[5] I once heard from Rav Herschel Welcher shlita that this is one of the reasons of the unusual mitzvah to drink on Purim. Wine has the quality of releasing inhibitions and fostering friendship even when ill will existed between people previously.
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