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Shabbat Times

Welcome to Eliana and Josh Hanau who moved into Terrace Circle.

Friday, August 18
Mincha/Maariv:
7:15 PM
Candle Lighting:
7:32 PM
Shabbat, August 19
8:45 AM
Shacharit:
9:34 AM
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
7:20 PM
Seudot:
Shkiya:
7:49 PM
Maariv:
8:28 PM
Shabbat Ends:
8:33 PM
Next Friday, August 25
Mincha/Maariv:
7:15 PM
Candle Lighting:
7:22 PM

T'zeitchem L'shalom to Eliana,Chaim and Sammy Rotenberg who are moving to Bergenfeild, Dina, Rabbi Daniel,
Moshe and Shaya Goldberg who are moving to Engelwood, Elisheva, Rabbi Yisroel Meir and Binyamin Nechemiah
Rosenzweig who are moving to the city, Ora and Yaacov Weiner who moved to the city. Ahavat Shalom wishes you
all the best !

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
8/26, 9/2.
He can be reached via email at
RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com, or
phone in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In
the event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-4 are located
in the room across the Shul from 9:30am 10:45am. Morah Yael will supervise. Toys
and books will be provided by Yeshivat
Noam. We ask parents to please send your
child(ren) with a snack. Signup is on the
website.
Chesed Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently or knows somebody moving in,
let Moty Raven or Yael Stromer know!
Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

Welcome to
Ahavat Shalom!
Households: 102
(Adults: 201, Kids: 59)

The July and August Celebration Kiddush will be combined for a doubly big Summer Celebration Kiddush on
August 26th. Can't wait to see you all there! Reach out to Yonatan @ ahavatshalomtreasurer@gmail.com if you'd
like to co-sponsor! #KiddushIsComing
Weather Report
Friday night: Thunderstoms, 73°

Shabbat day: Partly Cloudy, 86°/71°

Member Spotlight - Meet the Gamzeh's! Dafna and Liron moved to the community in August, 2013. Dafna is an
insurance broker and Liron is a dentist. Having never dated a Sefardi, Dafna wasn't sure about going out with
Liron...but four years later, here they are (with Nurit in tow)! Dafna, Liron and Nurit rely on their beloved
Starbucks coffee to get through the day! Stay tuned for next week's edition...
Looking to Volunteer? - The Chesed Committee (Moty Raven), Sisterhood (Melissa Kirshenbaum & Sam Locke),
Religious Committee (Ariel Kirshenbaum) and Fundraising Committee (Alex Daitch & Evan Rottenstreich) are
looking for volunteers to lend a helping hand.
Weekly Men's Shiur - Look out for exciting news about the men's shiur coming to a complex near you!
ReMembership Your Dues ... The new membership year begins on September 1st. Early Bird Specials of $150/person
or $300/household will be available until Rosh Hashanah. As soon you dip your apples in honey the price changes to
$165/person and $330/household. Kiddushim for the year can be sponsored for an additional $25.
Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur - Interest has been expressed in holding Minyanim at Ahavat Shalom for Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. In order for us to do so we need commitments from families to be here for the Yom
Tovim. Please inform the Board or Religous Committee by Friday, August 25th if you plan to be here and if you are
able to help out with davening. Follow the links in the e-blast to sign up.
Brand New for 2017-18 - Move over family photos on the fridge! Ahavat Shalom will be rolling out a calendar to
every household for the first time ever!! Reach out to the Fundrasing Committee @ board@teaneckapartments.com
about excitng sponsorship and advertising opportunities.
Torah in the Community - On Monday, September 4, TorahWeb will hold an event at Congregation Beth Aaron. At 8:00
p.m., Rav Mayer Twersky will discuss “Yiras Shomayim: Balancing Love and Fear in a Feel-Good Society,” and at 8:55
p.m., Rav Hershel Schachter will speak on “Torah Learning after the Year in Israel: Prioritizing Torah and Secular Education
in College.” Sessions are open to both men and women.
The Moriah School - Bring the whole family for an enjoyable summer outing. We will be hosting a BBQ for Ahavat Shalom
families interested in learning more about Moriah. Relax with current Teaneck Moriah families, Moriah faculty, and other
prospective families. There will be a musical program for children and a short presentation for the adults. Will be held
on Sunday August 20th, 11:00 AM. At the home of Rabbi Alter - 31 Sylvamder ave, Bergenfield. RSVP: Phillip and Aviva
Reich phillip.reich@gmail.com or Sam and Leah Lightstone slightstone@gmail.com

Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2016-2017
President: Ben Wine Vice Presidents: Alex Daitch | Ariel Kirshenbaum | Moty Raven | Evan Rottenstreich Secretary: Eli Baum Treasurer: Yonatan Isser
Sisterhood: Melissa Kirshenbaum | Sam Locke Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Steven Lowinger | Dani Weinberger
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbiyehudahalpert@gmail.com
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Seeing the Blessing
"See, I present before you today a blessing and a curse. The blessing - if you listen to the mitzvos of Hashem...and the curse - if you do not listen"
(Devarim 11:26-28.) Why does the possukbegin with the word "re'eh - see"? It should have simply said, "I present before you today a blessing and a
curse."
The Ohr Hachayim explains that for a person to convince others to follow one path and to avoid another, he has to have tried both and seen the value
of one over the other. Moshe Rabbeinuwas trying to convince Klal Yisroel that only spiritual pursuits have real value. So he said to them, "Re'eh - look
at me. I have achieved prominence in the physical world. I have power, wealth, and kingship. And I have also tasted spiritual ecstasy when I ascended
to the heavens to receive the Torah. I have experienced the best of both the spiritual and the physical worlds, and I tell yo u there is nothing that
compares to the spiritual blessing that one receives for observing the mitzvos of the Torah." Moshe Rabbeinu was using himself as an example to
convince the people to choose a life of Torah and mitzvos, and that is why he begins with the word re'eh.
Perhaps there is another reason that the possuk begins with re'eh. Sometimes a person can be blessed with physical well-being. He is healthy,
financially successful and admired by others. And yet he is not happy with what he has. Shlomo Hamelech writes, "A lover of m oney will never be
satisfied with money" (Koheles 5:9.) Chazal comment, "A person does not leave this world with even half of his material desires fulfilled; one who has
one hundred wants two hundred" (Koheles Rabbah 1:32, 3:13.) All too frequently, physical blessing does not lead to happiness. That is why the Torah
uses the word re'eh, to highlight the fact that feeling blessed is often a matter of perspective. When one focuses on Torah and mitzvos, on fulfilling the
will of Hashem, and he accepts that whatever he has in life is a gift and he is sameach b'chelko (happy with his portion), that will bring him inner
satisfaction and contentment.
This could be the deeper meaning behind the statement of Chazal, "And you will eat your bread with satisfaction - he eats a little and it becomes
blessed inside him" (Toras Kohanim 1:7, cited by Rashi, Bechukosai 26:5.) Satisfaction is not always a function of the quantity a person eats. The Torah
promises that if we follow the path of Torah and mitzvos, if we do not look for physical pleasures but rather we focus on what is truly important in life,
then Hashem will make us feel satisfied no matter how much we have. Re'eh - see the blessings in your life with the proper perspective, and you will
appreciate them.
There is yet a third lesson that the Torah might be hinting to with the word re'eh - that the way to acquire an appreciation for the beracha of Torah
and mitzvos is by exposing oneself to kedusha, by seeing spirituality in action. Later in the parsha, the Torah introduces the mitzvah of ma'aser sheni,
which requires a tenth of one's produce to be separated and eaten in Yerushalayim. The possuk explains that the purpose of this mitzvah is, "So that
you will learn to fear Hashem, your G-d, all the days" (13:23.) How does eating ma'aser sheni lead a person to yiras shamayim? Tosafos (Bava
Basra 21a) quotes the Sifrei which explains that when a person comes to Yerushalayim and sees the kohanim, leviim and talmidei chachamim around
the Beis Hamikdash and the whole city involved in spiritual pursuits (kulam oskim b'meleches shamayim), it has an effect on him, so that even when
he returns home, he is inspired to dedicate more time and energy to avodas Hashem.
This comment of Chazal teaches a critical lesson. When a person is exposed to kedusha, when he sees others involved in spiritual activities, it elevates
him. And that perhaps is the idea the Torah is hinting to with the word re'eh. Even if intellectually a person appreciates the value of Torah and mitzvos,
unless he actually exposes himself to experiences of kedusha, he will still find it challenging to remain focused on spiritual endeavors. The
environment of a person can have a powerful influence on him. If we look for opportunities to connect to kedusha and we associate with people who
are involved in avodas Hashem, that can inspire us to strengthen our commitment to Torah and mitzvos, which in turn will bring us true blessing.
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