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Shabbat Times

Weather Report: Friday night: 22°, Clear

Friday, February 2
Candle Lighting:
4:56 PM
Mincha/Maariv:
5:00 PM
Shabbat, February 3
8:45 AM
Shacharit:
9:38 AM
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
4:45 PM
Seudot:
Shkiya:
Maariv:
5:53 PM
Shabbat Ends:
5:58 PM
Next Friday, February 9
Candle Lighting:
5:05 PM
Mincha/Maariv:
5:10 PM

Mazel Tov to Sara and Meir Gross on the birth of a baby boy! The whole community is invited to the Shalom Zachar on
Friday night at Meir's parents' home, 545 Warwick Avenue in Teaneck at 7:45 PM!

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
2/2, 2/9, 2/16, 2/23.
He can be reached via email at
RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com, or
phone in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In
the event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-4 will be located in
Room 3 from 9:30am - 10:45am. Morah Shira
and Morah Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam
teachers, will supervise. Toys and books will be
provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask parents to
please send your child with a snack. Signup is
on the website.

Chesed Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently or knows somebody moving in,
let Moty Raven or Yael Stromer know!
Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

2017-2018 Member
Ticker:

85 Member

Shabbat day: 31°, Sunny

Ahavat Shalom Shabbat Gemara Chabura - Ahavat Shalom's men's Gemara
Chabura will continue on Shabbat morning at 8:15 AM in the shul led by Ian
Mark. There is no required level of Gemara knowledge. For more information,
please contact Ariel Kirshenbaum at akirshenbaum3@gmail.com.

Meet the Locke's! Samantha and Ben moved into the community in September,
2015. Sam is the Interface Manager at a healthcare IT company, and Ben is an
accountant with a real estate development firm! They met while on a trip to
Nicaragua, and they once rang the opening bell at the NASDAQ! In their spare
time, Sam and Ben are professional beekeepers. While you may want to look out
for runaway bees when journeying through Terrace Circle, one taste of their
jarred honey will have you buzzing!
New Releases in 2018 - Move over family photos on the fridge! Ahavat Shalom's
calendar has arrived! Shul members, if you have not yet picked up your copy from
your complex's Vice President, please reach out directly to set up a time to swing
by!

Women's Shiur - There will be a women's shiur next Shabbat, February 10th at 3:30 PM, given by our very own Sarit
Anstandig! We are still looking for a host, so if you are able to do so, please reach out to the Sisterhood at
sisterhood@teaneckapartments.com!
Purim Shiur - There will be a Purim-themed co-ed shiur on February 12th, hosted by Deena and Henry Bernstein. The shiur
will be given by Rabbi Reuven Lebovitz, Director of Education at NJ NCSY. If anyone would like to sponsor, please reach out
to Ariel Kirshenbaum.

ReMembership Your Dues ... The new membership year began on September 1st. To join our growing community, the cost is
$165/person and $330/household. Kiddushim for the year can be sponsored for an additional $15/person or $30/household.
NEW THIS YEAR, Welcome Baskets for all new community members can be sponsored for the whole year for just $10!
Chesed Opportunity - Deena and Henry Bernstein are looking for volunteers to help bring PackIts to the city every Thursday
morning. Additionally, PackIts can be sponsored for $10 each.
Comedy Show! Congregation Bnai Yeshurun presents Stayin’ Alive: An Israeli Comedy Show. A hilarious, satirical stage
show (in English), by Gady Weissbart & Noam Jacobson, which brings the Israeli side of the complicated life story to non Israelis. Saturday, night February 3rd at 8:30 pm in the CBY Social Hall Admission: $15 per person – Walk-ins
welcome! Thank you to our sponsors: Carole & Jack Forgash.

Congregation Bnai Yeshurun - "Preparing for the Inevitable - a free community-wide halachic program about end of life
matters presented by Rabbi Elchonon Zohn, President of the National Association of Chevra Kadisha. Topics will include
halachic wills, hospice/palliative care, caring for elderly parents, purchasing plots, pre-need vs. at-need, and more. Program
starts at 9:00AM, Sunday February 11, at Congregation Bnai Yeshrun, 641 W. Englewood Ave. Register at www.ckofbc.org"
Congregation Bnai Yeshurun - presents a new shiur series for women taught by Rabbi Ari Zahtz: "Bilvavi Mishkan Evneh Developing our Spiritual Personalities". Tuesday mornings, at 10:15 am in the CBY Beis Medresh. All women are invited to
join and learn!

Households!
Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2017-2018
President: Ben Wine Vice Presidents: Alex Daitch | Ariel Kirshenbaum | Moty Raven | Evan Rottenstreich Secretary: Eli Baum Treasurer: Yonatan Isser
Sisterhood: Melissa Kirshenbaum | Sam Locke Gabbaim: Dani Weinberger | Steven Lowinger | Benjy Lebowitz | Adam Ehrenreich
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbiyehudahalpert@gmail.com
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The Inspiring Story
The retelling of the events of yetzias Mitzrayim is always referred to as telling a story. Chazal speak of the individual who elaborates on
the story of yetzias Mitzrayim as praiseworthy. In Parshas Yisro, Moshe doesn't merely tell Yisro about the miracles that had occurred,
but rather Moshe tells Yisro the complete story. Rashi comments that the reason that Moshe chose this method of communication is
because storytelling has the ability to draw the listeners' heart to the deeper message that the story is relating. Similarly, when we fulfill
our obligation of telling the story of yetzias Mitzraim to our children on the night of the seder, our goal is to connect our children's hearts
to our message. Moshe was interested in something tangible that would result from drawing Yisro's heart closer. Yisro would hopefully
choose to convert and dedicate his life to the service of Hashem Who had performed the miracles Moshe was relating to him. As we tell
our children about those same miracles, we too hope to instill within them a sincere commitment to a lifetime of avodas Hashem.
Transforming the listening to a story into a practical commitment is the essence of the Hagaddah. The Rambam describes the mitzvah of
telling the story to our children as having two components. One must elaborate upon the narrative of yetzias Mitzraim but this does not
suffice to fulfill one's obligation. We are taught by Rabban Gamliel that one who does not mention the mitzvos of pesach, matzah,
and marror has not fulfilled his obligation. The Rambam interprets this to mean that the mere telling of the story is not enough. We mus t
connect the story to practice and emphasize that the halachic obligations of Pesach night are the conclusion of the story.
There is a dual relationship between the two aspects of sippur yetzias Mitzraim. Not only does the story influence one to take action, but
performing actions also impacts on one's appreciation of the story itself. The Sefer Hachinuch, upon discussing reasons for mitzvos,
mentions several times a fundamental principle that permeates the positive mitzvos we perform. One's heart is drawn after one's actions
and therefore it is not sufficient to merely contemplate and discuss the truths of Torah. By eating matzah, we internalize the message of
the matzah. This theme is true for all the mitzvos. The message of Hashem as the Creator becomes a reality for us when we engage in the
act of reciting kiddush. Hashem as our Protector is not just theoretical but takes on true meaning as we sit in the sukkah. Telling the story
behind mitzvos leads to a greater appreciation of them which enhances their observance. In turn, greater commitment to actual
performance of mitzvos enhances our appreciation of the Divine truths that the mitzvos represent.
There are two words that are used both in Parshas Bo and in Parshas Yisro that relate to yetzias Mitzraim and to matan Torah. The words
"lehagid" and "leimor" both mean to tell, yet Chazalobserve that there is a distinction between them. "Lehagid" refers to speaking in a
stronger manner, whereas "leimor" has the connotation of a softer tone. Concerning yetzias Mitzraim in Parshas Bo, we are commanded
"lehagid" and "leimor." So too, in Parshas Yisro, Moshe is instructed to introduce kabbolas HaTorah to the Jewish People using both of
these terms. Both terms are used because there are two messages that must be conveyed. The softer word "leimor" is used for the story.
The events of yetzias Mitzrayim which are the prelude to kabbolas HaTorah are told in a soft tone that is used for a story to draw the
hearts of the listeners. However, merely being inspired by a moving tale is not significant. A commitment to the rigorous life
of mitzvahobservance symbolized by the stronger form of speech "lehagid" must follow the "leimor." Eventually, a life dedicated to the
"lehagid" of mitzvos in turn inspires us and we internalize the stories we once heard. As our appreciation of mitzvos matures, we continue
on a life long journey of "leimor" and "lehagid," as our avodas Hashem merges the soft words of a story with the rigorous commitment
to shemiras hamitzvos.
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