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Shabbat Times
Friday, November 24
Candle Lighting:
4:14 PM
Mincha/Maariv:
4:15 PM
Shabbat, November 25
8:45 AM
Shacharit:
9:19 AM
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
4:05 PM
Seudot:
Shkiya:
4:31 PM
Maariv:
5:11 PM
Shabbat Ends:
5:16 PM
Next Friday, December 1
Candle Lighting:
4:11 PM
Mincha/Maariv:
4:15 PM
Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
12/2, 12/16, 12/23.
He can be reached via email at
RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com, or
phone in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In
the event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-4 will be located in
the Room 7 from 9:30am - 10:45am. Morah
Shira and Morah Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam
teachers, will supervise. Toys and books will be
provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask parents to
please send your child with a snack. Signup is
on the website.

Chesed Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently or knows somebody moving in,
let Moty Raven or Yael Stromer know!
Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

2017-2018 Member
Ticker:

75 Member
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Weather Report Friday night: 35°, mostly clear

Shabbat day: 56°, partly cloudy

Welcome to Moriah and Eli Jankelovits who just moved into the community!
New Releases in 2018 - Move over family photos on the fridge! Ahavat Shalom will be rolling out a calendar to
every household for the first time ever! Reach out to the Fundrasing Committee at board@teaneckapartments.com
about exciting sponsorship and advertising opportunities. Sponsorships are filling up fast!
ReMembership Your Dues ... The new membership year began on September 1st. To join our growing community,
the cost is $165/person and $330/household. Kiddushim for the year can be sponsored for an additional $15/person
or $30/household. NEW THIS YEAR, Welcome Baskets for all new community members can be sponsored for the
whole year for just $10!
Chesed Opportunity -Deena and Henry Bernstein are looking for volunteers to help bring PackIts to the city every
Thursday morning. Additionally, PackIts can be sponsored for $10 each.
Motzei Shabbat Movie Night -On Saturday night, November 25, at 8:30PM, at Congregation Beth Aaron, there will be a
Movie Night. Featured movies from the Ma’aleh School in Jerusalem are “Little Dictator,” “Persian Lullaby,” and
“Gravedigger’s Daughter.” The program is free and open to the public.

Taharat HaMishpacha Refresher with Yoetzet Halacha, Shoshana Samuels -Part 2: Status Changes & Passing Ramifications
meets Tuesday, November 28th at Netivot Shalom. This class will focus on the essential differences between what makes and
does not make a woman's status change from tehora to niddah. The amount of confusion and room for error in this area is
tremendous and a thorough and complete review is in order! Come learn the questions that can and must be asked to ensure
the laws of niddah are kept properly (and not in such a way that would compromise other important elements of one's life!)
We will also review the ways the status change effects the physical space between the husband and wife in the laws of physica l
distancing.
Lecture Series - Rabbi Larry Rothwachs will offer a lecture series, “Perspectives on Jewish Parenting in an Ever Changing
World,” on Tuesday evenings at 8:30 p.m., at Congregation Beth Aaron, beginning November 28. The series is free and open to
the public. This week's topic is Parenting on Purpose: The Goals, Objectives and Measures of Jewish Parenting.
Meet and Mingle - The Moriah School would like to invite all prospective families to their annual Meet and Mingle with
Moriah. Join them for a light dinner and meet Moriah parents at 8-10PM on November 29th at 8 Gordon Road, Bergenfield
and November 30th at 912 East lawn Drive, Teaneck. To RSVP, e-mail LMarcovici@moriahschool.org. For adults only.
Congregation Bnai Yeshurun Presents Project Ometz - For too long the stigma of mental health has prevented families from
reaching out for help. Our goal is to break down that barrier. Join us for a confidential teleconference: Understanding Your
Loved One with Anxiety & OCD Tuesday, December 5th at 8:15 pm (641) 552-9173; access code: 636984. Questions can be
submitted privately by email during the presentation to projectometz@bnaiyeshurun.org. Project Ometz provided peer support
for parents of children with mental health issues and community education on mental health. For more information please
visit www.projectometz.org.
Project Ezrah Dinner will take place Motzei Shabbat, December 9, at 8:00PM at Congregation Ahavath Torah in Englewood.
For reservations, email dinner@ezrah.org or visit www.ezrah.org

Big Bird, Batman, and Bnai Torah -On Sunday, December 10, at 7:30 p.m., at Congregation Beth Aaron, Dr. Shalom Fisch
will discuss “Big Bird, Batman, and Bnai Torah: Using TV and Comic Books to Educate and Inspire Children.” For more
information, please contact Mordechai Ungar, m_ungar2@yahoo.com or 201.741.3920.

Households!
Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2017-2018
President: Ben Wine Vice Presidents: Alex Daitch | Ariel Kirshenbaum | Moty Raven | Evan Rottenstreich Secretary: Eli Baum Treasurer: Yonatan Isser
Sisterhood: Melissa Kirshenbaum | Sam Locke Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Steven Lowinger | Dani Weinberger
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbiyehudahalpert@gmail.com
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Thanksgiving and Chanukah
I
Leah said, "'This time I will thank Hashem', therefore she called his name Yehuda" (Breishis 29:35.) The matriarchs were prophetesses, and knew that twelve tribes would be born to
Yaakov, and that he would marry four wives. When Levi, the third son, was born, Leah said "I have taken my full share of sons" (Rashi 29:34). When Yehuda, the fourth son, was born,
she said "Because I took more than my share, now, this time, I must give thanks" (Rashi 29:35).
"From the day Hashem created His world, there was no person who thanked Hashem until Leah came and thanked Him, as it is said ‘This time I will thank Hashem'" (Brachos 7b). The
Ksav Sofer (29:35) asks: didn't the patriarchs bring korbanos to thank Hashem for the miracles that He performed for them? He answers that Leah was the first person to thank Hashem
for a natural event such as multiple childbirths.
Leah realized that natural blessings are also "more than my share". Indeed, "let all souls (haneshama) praise Hashem" (Tehillim 150:6) is rendered, "for each and every breath (al kol
neshima) one must praise Hashem" (Breishis Raba 14:9.) This is the appropriate conclusion of Tehillim written by Dovid, a descendant of Leah.
The impetus for Leah's recognition was the birth of a fourth son, more than her share of Yaakov's sons. Emerging from a dangerous situation, such as illness, captivity, or a hazardous
journey is also an impetus to thank Hashem (Brachos 54b). Why do we conclude the bracha we recite on such occasions by saying, "shegmalani kol tuv - Who has bestowed upon
me every goodness" if we are thanking Hashem for a specific occurrence? Rav Soloveitchik explained that when a particular event (a "mechayev") demands that we thank Hashem, we
must include all the kindnesses He bestows upon us in our bracha. On Pesach, Beis Shamai places the paragraph describing the Exodus, "B'tzeis Yisrael mimitzrayim" in the Hallel stage
of the seder (Pesachim 116b) so that the praise should focus on the main reason we thank Hashem. Beis Hillel, however, places it in Magid, the story of the event that Pesach
commemorates (the "mechayev"). According to BeisHillel, Hallel is not focused on the miracles of Pesach, but rather on all the other miracles and blessings for which we must thank
Hashem. Therefore "B'tzeis Yisrael mimitzrayim" should specifically not be included in Hallel, since it would incorrectly narrow the focus of our praises.
When a baby is born with a dangerous condition and is cured, we are duty-bound to thank Hashem for His kindness, which is, "more than our share". Yet we must realize that the
biggest miracle is the birth of a healthy baby, and we must praise Hashem for every breath of ours and our loved ones.
II
An additional understanding of the uniqueness of Leah's thanksgiving (citing in Kaftor Vaferach, Brachos 7b, Mesivta edition) is based on a creative interpretation of the Maharam
Shick. He renders Leah's words as a question, "(Only) now should I thank Hashem?" To ensure that she will constantly thank Him she called her son Yehuda, so that whenever she called
or heard his name, she would remember to thank Hashem. The patriarchs brought offerings at the time of miracles, but they did not establish a permanent memorial for Hashem's
kindnesses. Leah, by naming her son Yehuda, was the first to do so.
The American holiday of Thanksgiving is an annual event. For us, every day is one of thanksgiving, as we thank Hashem thrice daily in Modim for our very lives and souls. We
acknowledge Hashem's miracles that are with us every day.
On the upcoming holiday of Chanukah we add Al Hanisim in Modim. In it we thank Hashem for a military victory against overwhelming odds, and refer to the candles that were
subsequently lit in the Beis Hamikdash and the eight days of Chanukah. The Ramban (Shemos 13:16) writes, "from the great open miracles, one acknowledges the hidden miracles." All
of our experiences, national and individual, are all miracles, ordained from Above. So, too, from the open miracle of the oil lasting eight days we recognize that the military victory was
also a miracle to be commemorated (Maharal, Ner Mitzva and Shabbos 21b). Both Chanukah miracles, which are included in Modim, sensitize us to the daily miracles in our lives, and
the miracle of life itself, for which we thank Hashem three times daily in Modim.
III
"Men of insight (B'nei Bina) established eight days for song and joy" (Ma'oz Tzur). Bina, insight, means to understand one thing from another (Rashi Shemos 31:3). How does this apply
to Chanukah?
The Bais Yosef (Orach Chaim 470) famously asked, why do we light for eight nights? After all, there was enough oil for one day and therefore the first night was not a miracle. Rav
Chanoch Karelenstein (Kuntres B'inyanei Y'mei Chanukah p. 26, 27) records the following answer given by the Alter of Kelm: Chazal instituted the first night to teach us that even nature
is a miracle. "Hashem Who told oil to light will tell vinegar to light" (Ta'anis 25a), and vice versa. Thus, the fact that we celebrate eight days, and not seven, is a result of the
understanding that nature itself is a miracle. Rav Shmuel Rozovsky explained "B'nei bina y'mei shmona" in this manner. Only this insight, i.e. deriving from open miracles that nature is a
miracle, yielded the eighth day of Chanukah.
The Pri Chodosh answers the Bais Yosef's question as follows: the first day of Chanukah is not celebrated because of the miracle of the oil, but rather because of the military victory. As
Maharal explains, the miracle of the oil taught us that the military victory was also miraculous, and this insight led to the entire holiday of Chanukah which celebrates the victory
described in Al Hanisim. As such, all eight days are based on bina.
It is precisely this insight which led Leah to thank Hashem for a natural event and to appreciate that all of our G-d given gifts, including our very lives, are, "more than our share". By
calling her son Yehuda, she guaranteed that she would always be reminded to thank Hashem for everything.
Sifsei Chachomim (Brachos 7b) notes that it was R' Shimon bar Yochai who taught that Leah was the first to thank Hashem when she named Yehuda, and he was also the one taught us
that we are all called Yehudim, Jews, after the original Yehuda (B'reishis Raba 98:6.) He explains that Leah thanked Hashem because all of Israel will be called Yehudim, after her son
Yehuda. Alternatively one can explain that we are called Yehudim as a constant reminder to thank Hashem, just as Leah called her son Yehuda to remind herself of this obligation. As
Americans celebrate Thanksgiving, and Yehudim prepare for Chanukah, let us reinforce this critical and constant obligation to thank Hashem. Indeed, for us, Chanukah is celebrated for
eight days, but every day is Thanksgiving.
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