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Weather Report Friday night: 23°, record cold temperatures

Shabbat Times
Friday, November 10
Candle Lighting:
4:24 PM
Mincha/Maariv:
4:30 PM
Shabbat, November 11
8:45 AM
Shacharit:
9:09 AM
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
4:15 PM
Seudot:
Shkiya:
4:41 PM
Maariv:
5:19 PM
Shabbat Ends:
5:24 PM
Next Friday, November 17
Candle Lighting:
4:18 PM
Mincha/Maariv:
4:20 PM

Shabbat day: 41°, partly sunny

Cheshvan 22, 5778
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert

Welcome Shayna and Noam Itzhak who just moved into Westgate!
Welcome Avi Fried who is joining us for Shabbat to speak about the Teaneck Baby Gemach!

September/October/November Celebration Kiddush will take place this Shabbat! Mazel tov
and thank you to the following sponsors:
1. Netanel Goldstein in honor of Sarah Goldstein's birthday, Avi Goldstein's birthday and
Sarah and Netanel's anniversary!
2. Yishai Kadry in honor of Michelle's birthday!
3. Russi, Jason & Jakey Shor in honor of Russi's birthday!
Meet the Berg's! Danna and Benji moved into the community in July, 2017. While Danna is
working towards her Master's in social work at Touro College, Benji spends his work days at
Toys R' Us (working...). Avid country music fans, Danna and Benji plan to traverse the
country and one day visit every national park!
Women's Jogging Club will take place this Sunday morning at 9:00 AM at Votee Park!
Get ready for Ahavat Shalom’s Cholent Competition! Who says college basketball tournaments have to get all the fun?
For this round robin tournament, Round One will be after davening on Shabbat November 18th. We are looking for 4 cholents to compete and 1
host. Email Sisterhood@TeaneckApartments to sign up as either a chef or a host! All community members are invited to attend the event, taste
test the cholents, and vote for your favorite! How it works: Join us for monthly cholent competitions leading up to the Finals in shul in March.
4 cholents will compete in November, 4 in December, 4 in January, 4 in February… that’s 16 cholents for you to taste! The winner of each round
will be invited to compete in the finals in March. May the best cholent win!

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
11/11.
He can be reached via email at
RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com, or
New Releases in 2018 - Move over family photos on the fridge! Ahavat Shalom will be rolling out a calendar to every household for the first
phone in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In
time ever! Reach out to the Fundrasing Committee at board@teaneckapartments.com about exciting sponsorship and advertising opportunities.
the event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
Sponsorships are filling up fast!
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Join Nefesh B'Nefesh - on November 14th @ 7:00 PM at the Jewish Heritage Museum for Young Professionals to hear from key players in
Israel’s hi-tech ecosystem about the latest developments and new opportunities emerging from Israel’s evolving hi-tech hotspots. Opening
remarks by Daniel Atar, World Chairman, Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael-JNF. Guest Presenters: Noa Yaar, Director of Strategic Partnerships,
Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-4 will be located in ii2020, Hanan Brand, Co-founder, Cornerstone Venture Partners, Founder & Chairman, Made in Jerusalem, Michael Kalantarov, Co-Founder
& COO, VE - Visual Estate, Community Relations Manager, Tech7 Beersheva. Event is free, but registration is
the Room 7 from 9:30am - 10:45am. Morah
Shira and Morah Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam required: https://events.nbn.org.il/Event.aspx?id=-1857384703
teachers, will supervise. Toys and books will be
provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask parents to
please send your child with a snack. Signup is
on the website.

Chesed Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently or knows somebody moving in,
let Moty Raven or Yael Stromer know!
Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

2017-2018 Member
Ticker:

73 Member
Households!

Join Project Ezrah - for their seminar, The aisle- Fiancial Fidelity. This event is open to new and young couples. The seminar will take place
on Wednesday, November 15th @ 7:00 PM at Beth Abraham. There is no charge for the dinner and seminar, but advance reservrations are
requried. Please email theaisle@ezrah.org.
ReMembership Your Dues ... The new membership year began on September 1st. To join our growing community, the cost is $165/person and
$330/household. Kiddushim for the year can be sponsored for an additional $15/person or $30/household. NEW THIS YEAR, Welcome
Baskets for all new community members can be sponsored for the whole year for just $10!
Chesed Opportunity -Deena and Henry Bernstein are looking for volunteers to help bring PackIts to the city every Thursday morning.
Additionally, PackIts can be sponsored for $10 each.
Yavneh Memorial 5k - On Sunday, November 12, Yavneh Academy will be hosting the 13th Annual Benjamin Schwartz Memorial 5K Run and
1 Mile Fun Run/Walk at the Garden State Plaza in Paramus. For more information, sponsorship opportunities or to register, pleas e
visit www.yavnehacademy.org.
Friday Night Learning -All are invited to join in the discussion at 7:30 p.m., this Friday, November 10, at Congregation Beth Aaron, 950 Queen
Anne Road, when Rabbi Rothwachs presents the first installment of a series on “Talking in Shul.” The session is entitled “Modern Orthodoxy
from a Teenager’s Perspective".

Yeshivat Noam Mini Lecture Series -Yeshivat Noam is pleased to invite the community to a fall semester series of lectures for adults entitled
"Educating for Belief and Practice", delivered by renowned educator Dr. Scott Goldberg. The shiur takes place on Tuesday mornings at 9:30
Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2017-2018
President: Ben Wine Vice Presidents: Alex Daitch | Ariel Kirshenbaum | Moty Raven | Evan Rottenstreich Secretary: Eli Baum Treasurer: Yonatan Isser
Sisterhood: Melissa Kirshenbaum | Sam Locke Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Steven Lowinger | Dani Weinberger
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbiyehudahalpert@gmail.com
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The Me Generation vs. Generating the Real Me
The middle, and indeed the bulk, of Parshas Chayei Sara is devoted to the episode of acquiring a bride for Yitzchak. What could have been
summarized in six or seven pesukim is elaborated by our holy Torah in sixty seven pesukim. Clearly this devotion to every detail of the story is there to
teach us many lessons to enrich our lives. A primary teaching that emerges is what to look for in a spouse. Eliezer, whose name is not mentioned even
once, does not use the test of theology, intelligence, or craftsmanship. Instead, he tests her character, and specifically in the realm of chesed, to see if
she is a giving individual and if she possesses this middah. Rashi (24:14) explains that this characteristic of chesed proves her worthiness to continue
the legacy of Avraham. The Kli Yakar cites the Chazal (Ta'anis 24a) who say, "If a bride has beautiful eyes, one does not have to check the rest of her
body," and explains this to be taken not literally, but rather to mean that her beautiful eyes describe her ayin yafeh - generous disposition, which is
the primary Torah criterion for marriage.
We are living in very challenging times, perhaps best called "Generation Me." The individual man or woman is at the center of his/her own universe.
Yes, they have more formal education than previous generations, but this is accompanied too often with a sense of entitlement. Too many appear to
shun hard work, felling that, "I deserve a great job with a good salary, but I am not sacrificing my life to do it, and I won't be subservient to my boss
either." They reject tradition on a range of issues, from dropping all formality in how one dresses to sexual orientation. Generation Me is less
interested in how it's been done in the past and more interested in how and what works best for them. It is thus painfully understandable that the
divorce rate in the United States is approximately 40-50% according to the American Psychological Association. When "Me" is the primary factor
which is focused on, then the joining together of two individuals who by nature are different is unnatural, hence the divorce statistics.
Dovid HaMelech (Tehillim 111:8) teaches, "smuchim la'ad l'olam, asuyim b'emet v'yashar - they (the laws and values of Torah) are steadfast forever,
for eternity, accomplished in truth and fairness." The Malbim understands this verse literally, i.e. to mean that the Torah are pillars of eternal strength
and principles upon which we build our homes and society.
Many years ago I was privileged to hear a shiur from the Rav z"tl where he spoke not only of the laws of Torah being eternal, but also the values and
psychological insights of Chazal being equally binding and as correct today as when they were enunciated 2000 years ago. He gave the example of
the Gemara (Kiddushin 42a) which says, "tav l'meisav tan du mil'meisav armalo - it is better to sit together as a couple than to sit alone like a widow",
i.e. a woman would prefer to have a husband with non-trivial imperfections than to be alone. The Rav noted that most often the teachings
of Chazal and their insight into the nature of man are part of the same source of smuchim la'ad l'olam.
It is fascinating to note that in our mesorah and hashkafa the ani-me is also at the center of one's universe, but with a different definition of ani-me.
The Chazon Ish z"tl (Emunah U'Bitachon 4:14) as well as Rav Shimon Shkop (introduction to Sha'arei Yosher), both point to ahavas atzmi (self-love) as
a legitimate priority. After all, Rabbi Akiva taught (Bava Metziah 62a) that, "your life takes priority", and Hillel taught, (Avos 1:14) "if I am not for
myself who will take care of me?" However, both of these giants say that the definition of ani-me is different in Yahadus. Unlike the Generation Me
that runs on "what's in it for me," Yahadus espouses that the real me is a giver, concerned and caring for the needs of others. The Medrash ( Rus
Rabbah 2:19) teaches, "more than what the rich man does for the poor man, does the poor man do for the rich man", since he transform s the rich
man into a giver.
In addition, this is a fulfillment of the six hundred and eleventh mitzvah in the Torah of "v'halachta b'drachav - emulate the ways and characteristics of
Hashem." The Talmud (Sotah 14a) understands this to mean, "just as He is kind and merciful and a practitioner of chesed, so are we to be." Taking it
one step further, the chesed that one performs is not only a mitzvah between two people, but since (as the Mekubalim teach) Hashem created this
world because it is the nature of the Good One to extend goodness, when one extends chesed they are joining ranks with Hashem and becoming a
partner with Him in fulfilling and implementing His will.
Finally, Rav Chaim Vital z"tl (Sefer Halikutim, Parshas Eikev chapter 8) notes that if taken literally, the mitzvah to love your fellow as yourself is, for all
practical purposes, impossible. For this reason when a potential convert asked Hillel to summarize the entire Torah in the short amount of time during
which one can stand on one foot, Hillel replied, "do not to another that which is distasteful to you." However, says Rav Chaim, marriage is that
opportunity for fulfilling this exalted mitzvah of the Torah literally, since each spouse can extend chesed to the other 24/7. Probably the most famous
line in the entire biography of Rav Aryeh Levin z"tl (A Tzaddik In Our Time) is that when he accompanied his wife to see a doctor for a foot ache he
informed the doctor, "OURfoot hurts." The Torah spends sixty seven pesukim to teach us not only what made Rivka the worthy choice for Yitzchak, but
also to teach us about a most important factor for us to consider in our perpetuating our holy tradition.
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