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Rabbi Yehuda Halpert

 Friday, July 14

Mincha/Maariv: 7:15 PM

Candle Lighting: 8:09 PM

 Shabbat, July 15

Shacharit: 8:45 AM  

Kriyat Shema: 9:19 AM

Shkiya: 8:27 PM

Maariv: 9:11 PM

Shabbat Ends: 9:16 PM

 Next Friday, July 21

Mincha/Maariv: 7:15 PM

Candle Lighting: 8:05 PM

Rabbi Halpert's Availability

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups

Welcoming Committee

Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2016-2017

President: Jason Shor Vice Presidents: Jason Bloom | Alex Daitch | Moty Raven | Binny Steinig Secretary: Liron Gamzeh Treasurer: Jason Felder

Sisterhood: Sarit Anstandig | Tali Wigod Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Shua Joseph | Dani Weinberger

We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.

board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbiyehudahalpert@gmail.com

If you or anyone you know has moved in 

recently, let us know! Check out 

ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for 

more information.

Groups for children ages 2-4 are located 

in the room across the Shul from 9:30am - 

10:45am. Morah Yael will supervise. Toys 

and books will be provided by Yeshivat 

Noam. We ask parents to please send your 

child with a snack. Signup is on the 

website.

Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on: 

7/22, 7/29, 8/5, 8/12. 

He can be reached via email 

at RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com, or 

phone in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In 

the event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert 

can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Mincha / Shalosh 

Seudot:
8:00 PM

Welcome to 
Ahavat Shalom!

Households: 102
(Adults: 199, Kids: 59)

Shabbat Times Weather Report
Friday night:  Scattered Thunderstorms, 69° Shabbos day:  Partly cloudy, 85°/65°

New Email For Rabbi Halpert - Please note that Rabbi Halpert has changed his email address to 
RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com.

Celebration Kiddush - CHANGE OF DATE - This month's Celerbration Kiddush will be on NEXT 
SHABBOS, July 22nd and everyone is invited to join! If you have an occasion you'd like to celebrate with the 
shul and would like to be a co-sponsor, reach out to the board! (Anonymous co-sponsors are accepted.) 

Membership Directory - The first ever, Ahavat Shalom Membership Directory was distributed two weeks ago! 
Check your inbox for your copy! If you are interested in becoming a member, reach out to the Board.

The Moriah School - Bring the whole family for an enjoyable summer outing. We will be hosting a BBQ 
for Ahavat Shalom families interested in learning more about Moriah. Relax with 
current Teaneck Moriah families, Moriah faculty, and other prospective families. There will be a musical 
program for children and a short presentation for the adults.
What: Moriah BBQ for Ahavat Shalom Families
When: Sunday August 20th, 11:00 AM
Where: The home of Rabbi Alter - 31 Sylvamder ave, Bergenfield.
RSVP: Phillip and Aviva Reich phillip.reich@gmail.com or Sam and 
Leah Lightstone slightstone@gmail.com

_____________________________________________________

Nishma Research - Nishma Research, under the leadership of Mark Trencher, is conducting an independent survey of United States 
Orthodox Jews. The goal is to collect information about various attitudes within the community. It covers a wide range of issues, 
such as shul and davening, Jewish education and learning, raising a family, issues of concern to women, success and challenges of 
living in today’s society, etc. This survey is open to anyone age 18+ who attends an Orthodox synagogue. The survey is totally 

anonymous. Note also that there will be ten $100 gift cards given out to randomly selected respondents. The survey will be available 
for completion online through August 31. Check your inbox for the survey link which was sent last week.

Congregation Bnai Yeshurun’s Chesed Committee, in conjunction with the Adult Education Committee, presents the Annual 
Shmiras Haloshon Project Lecture given by Rabbi Jonathan Rietti. "Shmiras Haloshon: Gd's System for Protecting our 
Imperfections." Sunday evening July 16th; Mincha at 8:10 pm in the New Main, Followed by the Lecture in the Social Hall, 

Concluding with Maariv in the New Main.

On Wednesday, July 19th, Project Ezrah will hold the second seminar for “The Aisle: A Path Toward Financial Fidelity.” 7:00 pm 
Congregation Beth Abraham. Please contact Robert Hoenig at the Project Ezrah office if you have any questions.

5th Annual Community-Wide Yoetzet Halacha Event @ Rinat Yisrael Wednesday July 26th 8:00 pm. This year's Jewish Women's 

Journey Through Life focuses on mind, body & soul with panelists Shera Dubitsky, healthy mindfulness lecturer and Director of
Navigation and Support Services at Sharsheret, Rebbetzin Bassie Taubes, long-time nurse and Director & Owner of Wellness 
Motivations, and Yoetzet Halacha Shoshana Samuels. After each panelist explores perspectives and tools from her years of 
experience of service with our community on mind, body & soul respectively, Dr. Rayzel Yaish, Director of Guidance at Ma'ayanot 
will moderate Q&A. Women of all ages and stages are welcome!
For more information and to RSVP, please visit www.rinat.org/yoetzetevent2017
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Zeal and Peace
Rabbi Mordechai Willig

I
Pinchas turned back Hashem's wrath from upon B'nai Yisrael, when he was zealous, displaying Hashem's zeal in their midst, 
and he was given Hashem's covenant of peace (paraphrase of Bamidbar 25:11-12). Rashi interprets "bekan'o - when he was 
zealous" as "benokmo - when he avenged", emphasizing Pinchas' action, i.e. killing Zimri and Cozbi (25:8, 14-15), rather than 
his zeal.
Toras Chaim (Sanhedrin 82a) explains that it was Pinchas' anger which led him to act immediately when he saw 
the chilul Hashem. Had he waited until the sinful deed ended, his killing of the perpetrators would be an act of murder and a 
capital offense. Thus it was his zeal which enabled his vengeful act.
Perhaps it was Pinchas' zeal itself which turned back Hashem's anger. In effect, Pinchas' anger substituted for the anger 
Hashem should have expressed (Rashi 25:11), thereby ending the anger and the plague (25:8).
Since zeal and anger can often be expressed inappropriately and lead to unwarranted divisiveness, Hashem gave Pinchas His 
covenant of peace.

II
One who cohabits with a gentile woman, zealots may kill him (ibid 81b). If the sinner is not killed by zealots, his punishment 
is kares (ibid 82a, based on Malachi 2:11-12). Even for zealots, the license to kill such a sinner is limited to a cases where the 
sin is committed publicly (b'farhesya) (Avodah Zara 36b).
The Ran (Sanhedrin 82a) suggests that the punishment of kares is also limited to when the sin is committed in public. It is 
the chilul Hashem, not the sinful act itself, which warrants kares. It was precisely the chilul Hashem which aroused Pinchas' ire.
The gemara (ibid 82a) interjects the story of the burning of Yehoyakim's skull in the middle of the discussions of zealots killing 
a public sinner. Ostensibly, it is an unrelated story, told by R' Chiya ben Avuya, whose previous statement deals with one who 
cohabits with a gentile woman. Perhaps there is a deeper connection than merely being stated by the same amora. Yehoyakim 
violated the laws of the Torah publicly (Yerushalmi Pe'ah 1:1). It is not the severity of the sin for which he is singled out, but the 
insolence to sin without shame (Rambam Hilchos Teshuva 3:11). In this way, Yehoyakim's public sin and gruesome 
punishment is related to one who cohabits publicly with a gentile woman, who is punished by kares if not killed by a zealot.

III
How should one react nowadays to one who sins publicly, pridefully, and without shame? Vengeful acts are unthinkable, 
forbidden and counterproductive. Egregious sinners were eliminated at a time of open miracles and clear Divine Providence 
(see the halacha of moridin, Avodah Zara 26b) to prevent others from being swayed by a small minority of sinners. Today, 
however, such actions would be viewed by the majority as outrageous thuggery. Vigilantism of this sort is counterproductive 
and prohibited (Chazon Ish Yoreh Deah 2:16).
While we dare not imitate Pinchas' actions, we also dare not ignore his emotional reaction. Equanimity in the face 
of chilul Hashem betrays a lack of zeal. In our analysis, it was the zeal itself which turned back Hashem's anger and stopped 
the plague. Our visceral reaction to public, shameless sin, especially in sexual relationships, such as those reacted to by 
Pinchas, should contain a measure of zealous outrage.
Zeal and anger, in word as in deed, can be expressed inappropriately and lead to unwarranted divisiveness. In striking a 
balance between zeal and apathy, we must pray to be given Hashem's covenant of peace in the spirit of Pinchas.


