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Shabbat Times
Friday, June 30
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:
Shabbat, July 1
Shacharit:
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
Seudot:
Shkiya:
Maariv:
Shabbat Ends:
Next Friday, July 7
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:

7:15 PM
8:14 PM
8:45 AM
9:14 AM
8:05 PM
8:32 PM
9:17 PM
9:22 PM
7:15 PM
8:12 PM

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
7/1, 7/8, 7/22, 7/29.
He can be reached via email
at rabbihalpert@verizon.net, or phone in
the evenings at 201-836-3828. In the event
of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert can also
be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-4 are located
in the room across the Shul from 9:30am 10:45am. Morah Yael will supervise. Toys
and books will be provided by Yeshivat
Noam. We ask parents to please send your
child with a snack. Signup is on the
website.

Welcoming Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently, let us know! Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

Welcome to
Ahavat Shalom!

The people have voted! There have been whispers of collusion and electoral fraud but rest assured your vote
was not tampered with. Our new board for the 2017-2018 year:

President: Ben Wine
Secretary: Eli Baum
Treasurer: Yonatan Isser
Vice Presidents:
Moty Raven (Outside)
Alex Daitch (Terrace Circle)
Ariel Kirshenbaum (Walraven)
Evan Rottenstreich (Westgate)
Gabbaim:
Sam Lightstone, Ezra Blain, Steven Lowinger & Dani Weinberger

If you are interested in joining the Events Committee, please reach out to the Board!

_______________________________________________________
Weather Report
Friday night: Late Thunderstorms, 71°

Shabbos day: PM thunderstorms, 86°/71°

Nishma Research - Nishma Research, under the leadership of Mark Trencher, is conducting an independent survey of United
States Orthodox Jews. The goal is to collect information about various attitudes within the community. It covers a wide range of
issues, such as shul and davening, Jewish education and learning, raising a family, issues of concern to women, success and
challenges of living in today’s society, etc. This survey is open to anyone age 18+ who attends an Orthodox synagogue. The survey is
totally anonymous. Note also that there will be ten $100 gift cards given out to randomly selected respondents. The survey will be
available for completion online through August 31. Check your inbox this week for the survey link.
Save the date: Wednesday July 26th 8:00 pm. 5th Annual Community-Wide Yoetzet Halacha Event @ Rinat Yisrael. This year's
Jewish Women's Journey Through Life focuses on mind, body & soul with panelists Shera Dubitsky, healthy mindfulness lecturer
and Director of Navigation and Support Services at Sharsheret, Rebbetzin Bassie Taubes, long-time nurse and Director & Owner of
Wellness Motivations, and Yoetzet Halacha Shoshana Samuels. After each panelist explores perspectives and tools from her years
of experience of service with our community on mind, body & soul respectively, Dr. Rayzel Yaish, Director of Guidance at
Ma'ayanot will moderate Q&A. Women of all ages and stages are welcome!
The Bnai Yeshurun Summer Kollel is excited to invite all members of the community to a series of shiurim given by Rav Yaakov
Werblowsky. Rav Werblowsky is a Rosh Chabura at Yeshiva University. The topic of the series is Melachim; The Torah’s View on
Kings in Tanach, Halacha, and Hashkafa. Wednesday nights through July, 8:15 pm in the Social Hall.

Congregation Beth Aaron is offering a five-week Wednesday night summer lecture series, “Perfecting Perfection: Of Circumcision,
Earrings, and Plastic Surgery.” The programs will be held at 8:45 p.m. and will begin on Wednesday, July 5. The presenter
is Yossie Cohen, a pre-med Yeshiva College graduate with a degree in biology. He is currently a third year student at Rabbi Isaac
Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS) at Yeshiva University, with a focus on medical halacha.
6th Annual Childrens Clothing Drive/Gemach in Teaneck. We are collecting childrens clothing, shoes and coats (size baby-teen) in
Very Good condition to share with those in our community. Drop off dates, Sunday, July 9th (9-11AM) and all day Monday, July
10th at the Keter Torah ballroom in Teaneck. We also need VOLUNTEERS from July 9th- July 19th.Please
email childrensclothingdrive@gmail.com for more info and volunteer sign up sheets. Could you benefit from gently used clothing
for your children from your neighbors? Everyone is invited to sign up to make an appointment to shop (suggested donation of
$1/item) at the childrens clothing drive July 12th-19th (appts are in small groups or private). Please
email childrensclothingdrive@gmail.com for a sign-up sheet.

Households: 102
(Adults: 199, Kids: 59)

Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2016-2017
President: Jason Shor Vice Presidents: Jason Bloom | Alex Daitch | Moty Raven | Binny Steinig Secretary: Liron Gamzeh Treasurer: Jason Felder
Sisterhood: Sarit Anstandig | Tali Wigod Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Shua Joseph | Dani Weinberger
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbihalpert@verizon.net

Congregation

Ahavat Shalom
Parshat Chukat

Volume: 17, Issue: 46 | June 30 - July 1, 2017

Tamuz 7, 5777
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert

Give Credit Where Credit is Due
Rabbi Benjamin Yudin

One of the most challenging incidents in the entire Torah, and perhaps most appropriately in Parshas Chukas, which
begins "zos chukas haTorah - this is the law that is beyond human reason and comprehension", is mei-merivah, i.e.
Moshe's sin at the rock. Just as we cannot understand the laws of the parah adumah (the red heifer), similarly we
cannot understand how Moshe who "In My entire house he is the trusted one" ( Bamidbar 12:7) could disobey Hashem.
The Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh lists no less than ten possible explanations as to what was Moshe's sin, from the opinion
of Rashi that he hit the rock instead of speaking to it to that of the Ma'asei Hashem, that Moshe and the Jewish people
differed as to which rock should be addressed, the nation having dug out and selected a different rock location, and
Moshe in anger at the people threw his staff which hit the rock and water emerged.
I'd like to focus on the opinion of the Ramban who concurs with Rabbeinu Chananel that Moshe's sin was that he and
Aharon said to the people (20:10) "Shall we bring forth water for you from this rock?" They said the word " notzi" which
means literally "we shall bring forth", giving the impression that they, with their knowledge and capabilities, will
produce the water. They should have used the word "yotzi" which clearly means that He (referring to Hashem) will
perform the miracle, as indeed Moshe said (Shemos 16:8) "in the evening Hashem gives you meat to eat, and bread to
satiate in the morning."
It is thus understandable, continues the Ramban, that where Hashem clearly announces why Moshe does not enter the
promised land (Devarim 32:51), He enumerates two wrong doings: 1) "Asher m'altem bee" literally you trespassed
against Me or the sin of m'ilah, and 2) "Lo kidashtem osi" - you did not sanctify me among the children of Israel.
The Ramban notes, that what transpired here was assessed by Hashem to be an act of m'ilah. M'ilah is misuse-abuse of
sanctified property, most often associated with misuse of the Beis Hamikdash, its possessions, and karbanos. The
Ramban is broadening the horizon and definition of m'ilah. Moshe had an incredible opportunity. The Torah (20:10)
informs us that Moshe and Aharon "gathered the congregation before the rock." Rashi cites the medrash (Vayikra
Rabbah 10:9) that the entire nation, literally millions of people, were able to miraculously stand in front of the rock to
see and hear the proceedings. Thus, in this environment Moshe's use of " notzi" rather than "yotzi" was a form of m'ilah,
taking the credit and honor that was due Hashem and on some level attributing the success to himself and Aharon. The
absence of a great kiddush Hashem - sanctification of Hashem's name was thus a chilul Hashem on Moshe's level on
their part.
What emerges from these few terse words of the Ramban is that the entire world is His stage, and man constantly has
the opportunity to either bring honor, or the antithesis, to His name. The Talmud ( Brachos 35a) teaches "it is forbidden
for a person to derive benefit from this world without first reciting a bracha and whoever derives benefit from this
world without first reciting a bracha - ma'al." Ma'al means he has committed an act of m'ilah, i.e. stealing from the
Holy, the unauthorized use of His property, as indeed we are taught ( Tehillim 24:1) "to Hashem belongs the Earth and
its fullness."
The difference between eating with or without a bracha might be compared to "notzi" vs. "yotzi". With a blessing, one is
acknowledging that she-hakol, everything and every aspect of this nourishment came about only through His directive
and involvement. True, man is involved with sowing and harvesting and baking, still one admits with a blessing that He
(Devarim 8:18), "gives you strength to make wealth," which is understood by Targum Unkelus to mean, "He gives you
the intelligence and ideas to succeed and progress." Without the recitation of a bracha it is "notzi", man is ascribing too
much to himself and his involvement.
The recitation of brachos is not only simply a matir - enabling one to rightfully enjoy their food, but a personal
religious encounter acknowledging His presence and participation in all we do.

