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Shabbat Times
Friday, June 16
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:
Shabbat, June 17
Shacharit:
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
Seudot:
Shkiya:
Maariv:
Shabbat Ends:
Next Friday, June 23
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:

Tzeitchem L'Shalom to Rachel & Yoni (and Ayelet and Leba) Fein who are moving!
7:15 PM
8:12 PM
8:45 AM
9:10 AM
8:05 PM

Thank you to Morah Shira and Morah Melissa for running groups this year! Additionally, a special thank
you to Rabbi Hagler and Yeshivat Noam who help coordinate and fully sponsor youth groups! The Youth
Groups are a major contribution to the shul and Morah Shira, Morah Melissa and Yeshivat Noam do an
unbelievable job! Thanks!
_______________________________________________________

8:30 PM
9:16 PM
9:21 PM

Weather Report
Friday night: Cloudy, 66°

7:15 PM
8:14 PM

2017-2018 Board Elections - Make your voice heard! Submit your vote for the 2017-2018 Ahavat Shalom
Board by Monday, June 26th @ 11:59 PM! You can submit a vote via
http://www.ahavatshalomteaneck.com/2017-2018-board-elections.html (website is also located in the latest
email).

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
6/17, 6/24.
He can be reached via email
at rabbihalpert@verizon.net, or phone in
the evenings at 201-836-3828. In the event
of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert can also
be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-3 are located
in the room across the Shul from 9:30am 10:45am. Morah Shira and Morah
Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam teachers,
will supervise. Toys and books will be
provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask
parents to please send your child with a
snack. Signup is on the website.

Welcoming Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently, let us know! Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

Welcome to
Ahavat Shalom!

Tzeitchem L'Shalom to Shoshana & Josh (and Yehuda) Goldstein who are moving!

Shabbos day: Overcast, 84°/69°

President: Ben Wine
Secretary: Eli Baum or Liron Gamzeh
Treasurer: Yonatan Isser or Yishai (Jordan) Kadry
Vice Presidents:
Moty Raven (Outside)
Alex Daitch (Terrace Circle)
Ariel Kirshenbaum (Walraven)
Evan Rottenstreich (Westgate)
(Write-ins are accepted.)
We are still looking for volunteers for the Events Committee. If you'd like to join the Events Committee or
the Gabbaim, please reach out to the Board.

Celebration Kiddush - This month's Celerbration Kiddush will be on June 24th and everyone is invited to
join! If you have an occasion you'd like to celebrate with the shul and would like to be a co-sponsor, reach
out to the board! (Anonymous co-sponsors are accepted.)
On Shabbat, June 24, Rabbi Zvi Grumet, Director of the Tanakh program at Yeshivat Eretz HaTzvi, will be
the Scholar-in-Residence at Congregation Beth Aaron. He will speak following the Kiddush after the
MainMinyan on “Winning the Battle but Losing the War.” At 7:15 p.m., his topic will be “Moshe’s Finest
Moment,” while following the 8:05 p.m. Mincha, he will discuss “Israeli and American Orthodoxy:
Continents Adrift.”

UPCOMING EVENTS:
June 23-24: Celebration Kiddush

Households: 102
(Adults: 199, Kids: 59)

Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2016-2017
President: Jason Shor Vice Presidents: Jason Bloom | Alex Daitch | Moty Raven | Binny Steinig Secretary: Liron Gamzeh Treasurer: Jason Felder
Sisterhood: Sarit Anstandig | Tali Wigod Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Shua Joseph | Dani Weinberger
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbihalpert@verizon.net
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Tears of Sadness and of Joy
Rabbi Zvi Sobolofsky
Chazal teach us that after the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed, although the gates of prayer were closed, the gates of tears have remained open. What is
the unique power of tears that enables them to penetrate the otherwise sealed gates of heaven? Why must this gate remain open forever, especially at a
time when there is no Beis Hamikdash?
The tragedy of the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash began with tears. On that fateful first Tisha B'av described in Parshas Shlach, the Jewish People
cried when hearing the report about Eretz Yisrael. Frightened by the words of the spies, the nation cried that night. It was those inappropriate tears that
transformed the night of Tisha B'av into a time of crying for future generations. The fear and despair alone which followed the report of the spies would
not have resulted in a churban. There was something about the tears that were shed in vain that were directly responsible for the future tragedies that
would occur on Tisha B'av.
The Beis Hamikdash is described in Parshas Vayeitzei as the "Gate of Heaven" - the conduit through which all prayers ascend to Heaven. The most
intense form of prayer is the one that is accompanied by tears. The highlight of tefillah on Rosh Hashanah is the moment of tekias shofar. The sound of
the teruah is the sound of crying. Even the halachos of tekias shofar are an expression of its similarity to tears. There are three kinds of crying: some
cries resemble the sound of a shevarim - three longer sounds, whereas others sound like a teruah, nine short ones. Others are a combination of the two,
the sound of a shevarim-teruah. On Rosh Hashanah, we beseech Hashem through prayers of words and through another form of prayer, namely the
sounds of the shofar. The shofar is a prayer which, just like tears, expresses our innermost feelings which cannot be articulated with words.
When the Jewish People abused the power of tears by crying in an inappropriate manner, the seeds of churban were planted. Churban would result in
the closing of the Gates of Heaven to prayer.The gates of tears should have been closed as well. In the absence of the Beis Hamikdash, the rules of justice
would dictate that there would no longer be any avenue available to approach Hashem. However, in His mercy Hashem allowed the gates of tears to
remain open. The most sincere tefillos that cannot even be articulated through words remain as the way to beseech Hashem, even during a time
of churban. It is through this power of tears that ultimately the Beis Hamikdash will be rebuilt. Yirmiyahu Hanavi describes in Megillas Eicha how
Yerushalayim cries in solitude over its fate of destruction. Yet, Yirmiyahu also prophesizes how Rochel's tears pierce the he avens as her children are
exiled. It is the collective tears of the Jewish People that combine with the tears of their mother, Rachel, that ultimately bring about the comforting
words from Hashem, "Refrain your voice from crying and your eyes from tearing because the Jewish People will return to Eretz Yisroel."
Churban began with the abuse of the unique power of the most intense form of prayer. Redemption will only occur when we sincerely beseech Hashem,
invoking our tears and our innermost desires to return to Hashem. May we soon merit the day when the tears of sadness will be come tears of joy.
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