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Shabbat Times
Friday, June 9
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:
Shabbat, June 10
Shacharit:
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
Seudot:
Shkiya:
Maariv:
Shabbat Ends:
Next Friday, June 16
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:

7:15 PM
8:09 PM
8:45 AM
9:10 AM
8:00 PM
8:27 PM
9:13 PM
9:18 PM
7:15 PM
8:12 PM

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
6/10.
He can be reached via email
at rabbihalpert@verizon.net, or phone
in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In the
event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-3 are located
in the room across the Shul from 9:30am
- 10:45am. Morah Shira and Morah
Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam teachers,
will supervise. Toys and books will be
provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask
parents to please send your child with a
snack. Signup is on the website.

Thank you to Morah Shira and Morah Melissa for running groups this year! Additionally, a special thank
you to Rabbi Hagler and Yeshivat Noam who help coordinate and fully sponsor youth groups! The Youth
Groups are a major contribution to the shul and Morah Shira, Morah Melissa and Yeshivat Noam do an
unbelievable job! Thanks!
Weather Report
Friday night: Clear Skies, 60°
Shabbos day: Partly Cloudy 85°/65°
_____________________________________________

2017-2018 Board Nominations - “To win the people, always cook them
some savoury that pleases them" (Aristophanes, 446 BCE). Make
your voice heard! Make Ahavat Shalom Geshmak Again! Nominees for
the 2017-2018 will be announced this week. Cast your vote, make a difference.
_______________________________________________________
Celebration Kiddush - This month's Celerbration Kiddush will be on June 24th and everyone is invited to
join! If you have an occasion you'd like to celebrate with the shul and would like to be a co-sponsor, reach
out to the board! (Anonymous co-sponsors are accepted.)
The Torah Academy of Bergen County (TABC) Annual Scholarship Breakfast will take place this year
on June 11th at 9:30am.. TABC is proud to be honoring Miriam & Ezra Lightman and Michele & Ben
Cooper for their dedicated service and valuable contributions to the school. Please
visit tabc.org/scholarshipbreakfast for more information and to donate to the Bruce Ritholtz z"l
Scholarship Fund. Questions? Call Sharon Rifkind 201-837-7696 x123.
On Shabbat, June 24, Rabbi Zvi Grumet, Director of the Tanakh program at Yeshivat Eretz HaTzvi, will
be the Scholar-in-Residence at Congregation Beth Aaron. He will speak following the Kiddush after the
MainMinyan on “Winning the Battle but Losing the War.” At 7:15 p.m., his topic will be “Moshe’s Finest
Moment,” while following the 8:05 p.m. Mincha, he will discuss “Israeli and American Orthodoxy:
Continents Adrift.”

Welcoming Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently, let us know! Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

Welcome to
Ahavat Shalom!

UPCOMING EVENTS:
June 23-24: Celebration Kiddush

Households: 102
(Adults: 199, Kids: 59)
Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2016-2017
President: Jason Shor Vice Presidents: Jason Bloom | Alex Daitch | Moty Raven | Binny Steinig Secretary: Liron Gamzeh Treasurer: Jason Felder
Sisterhood: Sarit Anstandig | Tali Wigod Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Shua Joseph | Dani Weinberger
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbihalpert@verizon.net
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Following Hashem in the Desert - Then and Now
Rabbi Yaakov Neuburger
Apparently, the idea of an itinerary was to be a foreign concept to the holy generation of Jews travelling through the desert on their way into Israel.
The entire nation was on a "need to know", moment-by-moment, travel plan. "And only when the cloud rose...did [the Jews] travel, and at the place
where the cloud settled did [they] camp. At Hashem's instructions did [they] travel and...camp" (9:17 -18.) The clouds and the trumpet sounds would
communicate Hashem's travel program to leaders and followers alike - when to pack and when to unpack. To be sure, this gives greater meaning to
Hashem's later appreciation of this generation as those who "followed after me in the desert."
However, the Torah's continuing, with uncharacteristic redundancy, to detail various situations that we could have easily ima gined is rather
striking. The passage continues (9:19-23) "As long as the cloud rested...they remained encamped. Even when the cloud remained...for many
days...[they] did not travel. It happened some times that cloud remained...for only a few days and at Hashem's instructions t hey camped...and they
travelled." What do we learn from the seemingly belabored illustrations describing both the short and the extended encampment s? What do these
details add to the simple initial description of a spontaneous and unannounced schedule?

Harav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch suggests an insight that carries perhaps greater meaning to our generation than to times gone b y. Many earlier
commentaries (see Ohr Hachayim, Seforno) see in this emphasis the expression of a doting father, of Hashem's pride in His chi ldren's willingness to
act and react entirely by His word. Contrary to that approach, Rav Hirsch understands that Hashem was preparing us for varyin g experiences that
lay in our future. He points out that the Torah does not focus on the difficulty of a long desert journey, which seemed to ha ve challenged the faith of
the dor hamidbar from time to time. Rather Hashem stresses the length of the encampment or the brevity of the encampment. Apparently, the
spontaneity they had to accept and the unknown that would become the rule contains tests of faith that had to be modeled for us and incorporated
into our national DNA.
Looking back over the last seventy years, we can well understand Rav Hirsch's insight and the challenges for which we were be ing prepared at that
time. Our present galus years, especially the unusually friendly America, allows us to perform mitzvos freely, yet nevertheless as the galusbecome
longer and longer, it tests our patience and optimism. Our heretofore-unanswered prayers for the return of Yerushalayim in all of its glory and
observing the apparent rejection of great daveners and souls of old, threatens our faith in prayer.
For my parents' generation, the decades inexplicably grind on further from the miraculous founding of the State just a few ye ars after the horrors of
the Shoah. For my generation, the redemption that seemed in grasp in 1967 continues to elude us. The miracles of kibutz galuyos, of foiling terrorist
plans, and of uncovering tunnels abound, but in our minds we seem stuck in a locked pattern. The long encampments on their wa y up to Israel
pushed off the mission of their lives a little longer and foreshadowed long moments of galus during which we would need strength waiting for a
redemption that evades us.

Then there are the short encampments. After they are over, they seed the doubts which will plague the next camp. Should we bo ther to create
infrastructure, and how rich and deep should it be? Of all recent events, I would think that our Gush Katif experience begs us to examine the short
encampments and learn from them. As we watched the communal infrastructure, farms and schools all fall into enemy hands, we a lso saw the
undermining of faith in a brand of Zionism and a spurt of cynicism questioning the value of dedicating creative energy to it. To continue
unstintingly and optimistically, despite profound disappointments, is the test of the short encampment.
May we all merit to complete the long national galus travels, the short stays and the long nights, strengthened by the experiences of those who came
before us.
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