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Rabbi Yehuda Halpert

 Friday, June 2

Mincha/Maariv: 7:15 PM

Candle Lighting: 8:04 PM

 Shabbat, June 3

Shacharit: 8:45 AM  

Kriyat Shema: 9:10 AM

Shkiya: 8:23 PM

Maariv: 9:08 PM

Shabbat Ends: 9:13 PM

 Next Friday, June 9

Mincha/Maariv: 7:15 PM

Candle Lighting: 8:09 PM

Rabbi Halpert's Availability

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups

Welcoming Committee

Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2016-2017

President: Jason Shor Vice Presidents: Jason Bloom | Alex Daitch | Moty Raven | Binny Steinig Secretary: Liron Gamzeh Treasurer: Jason Felder

Sisterhood: Sarit Anstandig | Tali Wigod Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Shua Joseph | Dani Weinberger

We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.

board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbihalpert@verizon.net

If you or anyone you know has moved in 

recently, let us know! Check out 

ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for 

more information.

Groups for children ages 2-3 are located 

in the room across the Shul from 9:30am 

- 10:45am. Morah Shira and Morah 

Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam teachers, 

will supervise. Toys and books will be 

provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask 

parents to please send your child with a 

snack. Signup is on the website.

Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on: 

6/3, 6/10. 

He can be reached via email 

at rabbihalpert@verizon.net, or phone 

in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In the 

event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert 

can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Mincha / Shalosh 

Seudot:
7:55 PM

Welcome to 
Ahavat Shalom!

Households: 102
(Adults: 199, Kids: 59)

Shabbat Times 
Weather Report

Friday night:  Clear Skies, 53° Shabbos day:  Sunshine & Clouds, 74°/55°

Shavuos 2017 - Thank you to everyone who helped make Shavuot possible! Special thank you to Rabbi Halpert, to 
those who gave shiurim over Shavuot, and to the ba'lei korei!

2017-2018 Board Nominations - Nominations for the 2017-2018 Board are only open for 4 more days! If you have a 
need for speed more cowbell volunteering or you think someone would be a good representative, consider nominating 
them for the 2017-2018 Board! You can send your nominations to board@TeaneckApartments.com or 
PresidentAhavatShalom@gmail.com or use the following website 
http://www.ahavatshalomteaneck.com/nominations20172018.html.

Celebration Kiddush - This month's Celerbration Kiddush will be on June 24th and everyone is invited to join! If 

you have an occasion you'd like to celebrate with the shul and would like to be a co-sponsor, reach out to the board! 
(Anonymous co-sponsors are accepted.) 

Celebrate Israel Parade - This Sunday, June 4th from 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM!
Location: Fifth Avenue between 57th and 74th Streets

The Torah Academy of Bergen County (TABC) Annual Scholarship Breakfast will take place this year on June 

11th at 9:30am.. TABC is proud to be honoring Miriam & Ezra Lightman and Michele & Ben Cooper for their 
dedicated service and valuable contributions to the school. Please visit tabc.org/scholarshipbreakfast for more 
information and to donate to the Bruce Ritholtz z"l Scholarship Fund. Questions? Call Sharon Rifkind 201-837-
7696 x123.

Congregation

Ahavat Shalom

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

June 23-24: Celebration Kiddush
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"Naso Et Rosh Benei Gershon Gam Heim": The Importance of 
Overlapping Paradigms of Jewish Leadership

Rabbi Michael Rosensweig

Parshat Naso begins by completing (with benei Gershon and benei Merari) the census of leviim qualified to transport and serve the mishkan (ages 
30-50) that began with the counting of benei Kehat in the previous parshah. Numerous mefarshim (Rash, Rashbam, Ibn Ezra, Chizkuni etc.) note 
the Torah's curious emphasis of "gam heim" in its formulation of this obligation - "naso et rosh benei gershon gam heim le-beit avotam le-
mishpechotam". They conclude that the Torah intended to equate or at least compare this count with the previous enumeration o f benei Kehat. Most, 

however, do not explain why it was necessary to emphasize or justify this comparison? Chizkuni (4:22) suggests that the Torah wanted to underscore 
that notwithstanding the superior function of benei Kehat, the bearers of the elite, sanctified components of the mishkan -
the aron, shulchan, mizbeach, menorah, kelei sharet etc. - it was also important to recognize the special stature of benei Gershon, the oldest of benei 
Levi, by counting them second, prior to benei Merari.
This perspective may be reinforced and perhaps even extended by noting, as did other mefarshim, the Torah's special formulation of this census. The 
Torah commands the count of beneiGershon, as it did the numbering of benei Kehat, by invoking the expression "naso et rosh", implying an elite 
leadership function. This phrase is notably absent with respect to the census of benei Merari (4:29-"Benei Merari le-mishpechotam, le-beit avotam 
tikfkod otam"). While Ibn Ezra proposes that the Torah intended this prominent usage for both benei Gershon and benei Merari, 
most mefarshim (and see also Midrash Rabbah 6:4 and Or ha-Chayim) accentuate the discrepancy that equates the first two groups and distinguishes 
them from benei Merari. On this basis, one might propose that "gam heim" refers precisely to the "nesiat rosh" stature that is shared by 
both benei Kehat and benei Gershon, albeit anchored in diverse motifs.
It is noteworthy that while with respect to the count of functioning leviim (age 30-50), benei Kehat are counted first, it is the male progeny of 
the bechor, Gershon (Bamidbar 3:14-21), that are given priority in the broader census of benei Levi! Indeed, this apparent discrepancy is invoked by 
some mefarshim (Daat Zekenim Baalei ha-Tosfot, Rosh) to explain the "gam heim" reference. They posit that "gam heim" reiterates and reaffirms 
the special bechor status of benei Gershon, as reflected in the broader census, even in the context that accentuates a different leadership criteria, the 
responsibility for devarim she-bekedushah.
We encounter a parallel phenomenon with respect to the respective roles of Moshe and Aharon. While typically the Torah emphas izes the supreme 
leadership role of Moshe Rabbeinu, there are numerous times when the Torah equates Aharon's role with Moshe's, and occasionally even projects 
Aharon in a leading role. Indeed, Aharon, the older brother and the embodiment of keter kehunah, is initially given priority in the census of shevet 
Levi (3:1), both Moshe and Aharon participate in the counting of benei Kehat (4:1,17), and only Moshe is explicitly linked to the enumeration 
of benei Gershon (4:21. See, also, Daat Zekenim 4:37, Or ha-Chayim 4:21)! The Torah and Chazal are replete with evidence that Moshe and Aharon 
reflected and manifested diverse leadership paradigms. Evidently, these diverse leadership criteria qualified them respective ly for leadership of 
different phases of the census.
The Keli Yakar (4:22) speculates why the family of the bechor, benei Gershon, were not simply chosen for the more elite function of bearing 

the aron and other sanctified keilim etc., thereby eliminating any hierarchal ambiguity, dispelling the confusion of overlapping, diverse leadership 
paradigms. He posits that the Torah intentionally disentangled responsibility for the aron that symbolized the keter Torah from the bechorah in 
order to project that Torah commitment is a supreme and independent value, one that is accessible to all groups. However, acc ording to this 
perspective, the need to reassert the significance of the bechorah motif in this context (nesiat rosh, "gam heim") apparently illustrates the existence 
and importance of overlapping concepts of sanctity and leadership, even when there is a clear hierarchy.
It is significant that the midrash elaborates the hierarchy of stature, and enumerates the various overlapping paradigms of lead ership and 
attainment and their interaction specifically in this context. Even as the Midrash Rabbah (6:1,2) notes that Torah credentials outweigh 
(citing Mishlei 3:15, "yekarah hi bifnim ve-kol chafazekha lo yishvu bah") other qualifications - the bechorah, malchut, kehunah gedolah and other 
elite paradigms - it reflects the importance of each of these diverse models and, by implication, the very importance of diffuse, multiple models of 
sanctity and leadership.
This principle is implicit in Jewish law; it is reflected by the fact that different situations and categories in halachic li fe require different 
institutional and leadership responses. Jewish life is diverse, comprehensive, and wide-ranging. It is enhanced by the specialization implicit in keter 
kehunah, keter malchut, and other categorical distinctions. While Moshe Rabbeinu is the ultimate embodiment of leadership, this ideal does not 
exclude a prominent and in some contexts and issues a dominant role for Aharon HaKohein. The subtle yet forceful articulation of "gam heim", 
equating the "nesiat rosh" stature of benei Kehat and benei Gershon despite and because of their different foundations, conveys and reaffirms the 
Torah's rich doctrine of mutually enhancing, overlapping leadership paradigms.
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