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Shabbat Times
Friday, May 26
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:
Shabbat, May 27
Shacharit:
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
Seudot:
Shkiya:
Maariv:
Shabbat Ends:
Next Friday, June 2
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:

7:15 PM
7:59 PM
8:45 AM
9:11 AM
7:50 PM
8:17 PM
9:01 PM
9:06 PM
7:15 PM
8:04 PM

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
5/27, 5/30, 5/31.
He can be reached via email
at rabbihalpert@verizon.net, or phone
in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In the
event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
There won't be any groups this Shabbos.

Weather Report
Friday night: Clear Skies, 55°

Shabbos day: Partly Cloudy, 75°/57°

Shavuos 2017 - Ahavat Shalom will be having minyanim and shiurim throughout Shavuos! Make sure to check your
email for the schedule!
2017-2018 Board Nominations - Nominations for the 2017-2018 Board are open! If you have a need for speed more
cowbell volunteering or you think someone would be a good representative, consider nominating them for the 20172018 Board! You can send your nominations to board@TeaneckApartments.com or
PresidentAhavatShalom@gmail.com or use the following website
http://www.ahavatshalomteaneck.com/nominations20172018.html.

Keylim Mikvah Maintenance: The Keylim Mikvah maintenance project is complete and is back open.
TABC is hosting a Community-wide Afternoon Adult Learning Program on both days of Shavuot (5/31 & 6/1).
Members of TABC's Judaic Studies Faculty will be giving shiurim on various aspects of the theme "Walk in His
Ways - A message for all of Humanity” at four shuls: Congregations Keter Torah, Beth Abraham, Beth Aaron, and
Bnai Yeshurun.. Visit tabc.org/shavuot for the schedule. We look forward to learning together!
Details:
1st day Y"T 5/31: Keter Torah - 6:45 (R' Ezra Wiener) & after Mincha (R’ Raphi Mandelstam)
1st day Y"T 5/31: Beth Abraham after Mincha (R. Nosson Rich)
2nd day Y"T 6/1: Beth Aaron- 6:45 (R' Daniel Fridman) after Mincha (R' Yoni Mandelstam)
2nd day Y"T 6/1: Bnai Yeshurun- 5:45 (R' Yosef Adler), 7:00 (R' Duvie Nachbar)
Refreshments will be served.
Congregation Beth Aaron - On Memorial Day, Monday, May 29, at Congregation Beth Aaron, at 9:00 a.m., Rav
Hershel Schachter, Rosh Yeshiva at Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS), Yeshiva University,
will offer a shiur on “Shavuot and Practical Hilchot Yom Tov.” Light refreshments will precede the shiur, which is
offered by Daf a Week.

Welcoming Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently, let us know! Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

Welcome to
Ahavat Shalom!

UPCOMING EVENTS:
May 30 - June 1: Shavuot

Households: 102
(Adults: 199, Kids: 59)
Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2016-2017
President: Jason Shor Vice Presidents: Jason Bloom | Alex Daitch | Moty Raven | Binny Steinig Secretary: Liron Gamzeh Treasurer: Jason Felder
Sisterhood: Sarit Anstandig | Tali Wigod Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Shua Joseph | Dani Weinberger
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbihalpert@verizon.net

Congregation

Ahavat Shalom
Parshat Bamidbar
46th Day Omer

Volume: 17, Issue: 41 | May 26-27, 2017

Sivan 2, 5777
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert

The Individual and the Community
Rabbi Eliakim Koenigsberg
In Parshas Bamidbar the Jewish people are counted by toldosam, l'mishpechosam, l'veis avosam, b'mispar sheimos - each shevet, each family, each
individual. After the Torah enumerates each of the shevatim, it then gives the sum total of all of them. Why does the Torah have to be so lengthy, to
repeat the same formula for each shevet over and over again? And why does it have to give the sum total at the end?
Rashi writes at the beginning of Parshas Shemos that Klal Yisrael is compared to the stars, about which the possuk says, "Hamotzi b'mispar
tze'va'am, l'chulam b'shem yikra - He brings forth their hosts by number; He calls each of them by name" (Yeshaya 40, 25.) There are billions of
stars in the universe, but Hashem calls each one by its own name because each one has a specific purpose. The same is true wi th Klal Yisrael. While
Hashem counts the entire Jewish people as one large group, He also counts each individual because He cares about each and eve ry Jew. He values
each one; He cherishes each one. No one is just a number. Every Jew has a special name because each one has a unique role to play in this world.
"Do not belittle any person...because there is no one who does not have his time" (Avos 4:3.) The mishna teaches that we should treat every person
with respect because everyone has something to contribute to the world; every person has his moment to shine (Tiferes Yisrael ). But at the same time,
it is important for each individual to realize that standing alone diminishes one's effectiveness to accomplish. This could b e what Hillel meant when
he said, "If I will not care for myself, then who will care for me; but by myself, what am I worth?" (Avos 1:14.) While every individual certainly has
value, when he is part of a tzibbur his value increases exponentially because together with others, he can achieve so much more.
In Parshas Bamidbar the Torah counts the Jewish people b'mispar sheimos. It counts each shevet one by one to show how much Hashem cares about
the sheim - the special name - of each and every individual. But then it gives the sum total, the mispar, of all the Bnei Yisrael, to demonstrate that
the whole is greater than the sum of its parts because when all the individuals of Klal Yisrael join together, they can accomplish so much more as a
community.
This perhaps is one reason why Parshas Bamidbar is always read before Shavuos, to highlight the idea that talmud Torah is for every individual, not
just for a select few. But in order for each individual to accomplish the most in his Torah learning, he should not study alo ne. Rather, he should
learn together with others (Berachos 63b).
We say at the end of the shemoneh esrei, "V'sein chelkainu b'sorasecha." We ask that we be given our own special portion in Tora h. But only by
learning together with others will we maximize our accomplishments in Torah and achieve our full potential.
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