Congregation

Ahavat Shalom
Parshat Behar-Bechukotai
Shabbat Mevarchim, 39th Day Omer

Shabbat Times
Friday, May 19
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:
Shabbat, May 20
Shacharit:
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
Seudot:
Shkiya:
Maariv:
Shabbat Ends:
Next Friday, May 26
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:

7:15 PM
7:52 PM
8:45 AM
9:14 AM

7:15 PM
7:59 PM

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here on:
5/30, 5/31.
He can be reached via email
at rabbihalpert@verizon.net, or phone
in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In the
event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-3 are located
in the room across the Shul from 9:30am
- 10:45am. Morah Shira and Morah
Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam teachers,
will supervise. Toys and books will be
provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask
parents to please send your child with a
snack. Signup is on the website.

Welcoming Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently, let us know! Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

Welcome to
Ahavat Shalom!

Iyar 24, 5777
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert

 Tzeitchem L'Shalom to Rena & Dov Winston who are moving to Memphis, TN where Dov will be the
Assistant Rabbi at the Baron Hirsch Congregation!
 Shabbos Afternoon Shiur - Given by Ora Weinbach! Open to the entire community (men & women)!
Title: Ish Echad Bilev Echad: The Challenge of Jewish Unity in the Age of Modernity
Time: This Shabbos, May 20th at 5:30 PM
Location: Ray and Moty Raven (33 West Englewood Ave)

7:45 PM
8:11 PM
8:54 PM
8:59 PM
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MAY CELEBRATION KIDDUSH
You know the drill, gezunta kiddush right after devening. Thank you to all our sponsors:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Regina and Sam Bensinger in honor of their son Moshe Mordechai's FIRST birthday!
Ayla Davis in honor of her dad, Steven's, birthday!
Lili and Elie Gold in honor of Zachary's FIRST birthday, Lili's birthday and their 4th anniversary!
Michelle and Yishai Kadry in honor of Yishai's birthday!
Shoshana and Yoni Kushner in honor of Shosh's Big birthday!
Rena and Dov Winston in honor of Dov’s new position as Assistant Rabbi in Baron Hirsch in Memphis, and in
appreciation to the whole community for their time here! Come visit us y’all!
• And the Ahavat Shalom Kiddush Fund!
Weather Report
Friday night: Partly Cloudy, 54°

Shabbos day: Sunshine, 70°/51°

2017-2018 Board Nominations - Nominations for the 2017-2018 Board will be opening soon! If you have a need for
speed more cowbell volunteering or you think someone would be a good representative, consider nominating them
for the 2017-2018 Board!

Keylim Mikvah Maintenance: The Keylim Mikvah maintenance project is complete and is back open.
Congregation Beth Aaron - This Sunday, May 21, at 6:15 p.m., there will be a multi-media Yom Yerushalayim
Torah exploration, celebrating the 50th anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem and offering a unique
perspective on the religious importance of Judaism’s holiest city. Via video presentations made available by the OU,
Rabbanit Shani Taragin, Rebbetzin Tziporah Heller, and Rabbi Michael Rosenzweig will offer their insights and
unique perspectives. The theme of each presentation is “Why Yerushalayim Is Important to Us as Religious Jews.”
Sources will be provided.
Congregation Beth Aaron - On Memorial Day, Monday, May 29, at Congregation Beth Aaron, at 9:00 a.m., Rav
Hershel Schachter, Rosh Yeshiva at Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS), Yeshiva University,
will offer a shiur on “Shavuot and Practical Hilchot Yom Tov.” Light refreshments will precede the shiur, which is
offered by Daf a Week.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
May 30 - June 1: Shavuot

Households: 101
(Adults: 196, Kids: 59)
Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2016-2017
President: Jason Shor Vice Presidents: Jason Bloom | Alex Daitch | Moty Raven | Binny Steinig Secretary: Liron Gamzeh Treasurer: Jason Felder
Sisterhood: Sarit Anstandig | Tali Wigod Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Shua Joseph | Dani Weinberger
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbihalpert@verizon.net
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Selling the Land, Redeeming the Land
Rabbi Yakov Haber
Among the mitzvos relevant to land in Eretz Yisrael delineated in parashas Behar is the commandment regulating the sale of ancestral agricultural land.
All such land cannot be sold permanently; the land returns to its original owner at yoveil (25:13,28) and, in light of this, the purchase price reflects the
number of years until the yoveil (ibid. 15-16). Thus, selling ancestral land is more similar to a lease rather than to a sale.
The Torah provides for three ways in which the land can return to its original owner. The first entails a relative of the sel ler paying the balance left to the
"purchase price" dependent on how many years have lapsed under the ownership of the buyer (v. 25). For example, if there were ten years left to yoveil and
the land was "leased" for $10,000 and three years elapsed, the "redemption" price would be $7,000. The second method consists of the seller himself
redeeming the land in a similar way (v. 26-27). On a simple level, the reason that this option is not mentioned first is that the seller needed the money he
received for the sale for basic needs and usually would not have funds available to buy back his land; a relative, though, mi ght, as the Torah states: "When
your brother (relative) becomes impoverished and sells his ancestral land..." (v. 25). However, the seller might find funds f rom some other source at some
point before yoveil and wish to redeem his land; in such a case, the Torah compels the buyer to honor this request. The final wa y in which the land returns
is, as mentioned above, when yoveil arrives and the "leasing price" has been expended; then the land returns to the seller without a need for any
compensation from the seller to the buyer (v. 28).
Ohr HaChayim presents an enlightening teaching concerning the process of redemption of the Jewish people alluded to by this set of halachos. Here we
summarize his approach with some additions. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 98a) teaches that there are two basic methods through which redemption can occur.
The prophet Yeshaya states concerning the Final Redemption: "ani Hashem b'ita achishena - I, G-d, will rush it (the redemption) in its time" (60:22).
Commenting on the seeming self-contradiction in this passuk - "on time" is not "rushed" - R' Yehoshua ben Leivi answers that if the Jewish people merit,
the redemption will be rushed; if not, it will come on time. Elsewhere (ibid. 97b) the Gemara records two views concerning th e cause of redemption. Whereas
R' Eliezer's view is that national repentance is a necessary precondition for redemption, R' Yehoshua maintains that redempti on can occur even
without teshuva. Presumably, though, R' Yehoshua agrees to R' Eliezer's contention that redemption can come earlier as a result of national teshuva.[1]
In light of the above, Ohr HaChayim teaches that selling land in Eretz Yisrael alludes to Hashem's "selling" his inheritance, namely, the mikdash, and
allowing it to be seized and destroyed by our enemies. The righteous leaders of the generation are charged to redeem the inhe ritance of "their relative", a
reference to the close connection that the righteous have with G -d. How do they accomplish this? By leading their generation in national repentance, they
can bring about a "rushed" redemption and restore the "relative's", i.e. Hashem's, mikdash.[2]
But if this does not occur, there is another possibility of rushing the redemption. The Jewish people themselves, even if the y do not repent, can atone for
their sins through the suffering that they undergo in the exile. This is the purpose of the chevlei Mashiach, the tumultuous, painful world events preceding
the messianic era. This is similar to the extra harsh labor in Egypt which, according to many commentaries, was brought about by Hashem to rush the
redemption after only 210 years of exile before its predetermined 400 year timeframe. This track is parallel to the seller re deeming his own field.
But even if both of these approaches fail - neither national repentance occurs nor can the Jewish people withstand the necessary yissurin to expiate their
sins and rush the redemption, the ge'ula will occur in its time even without repentance. This approach is prophesied by the prophet Yechezkel:
Therefore, tell the House of Israel: So says Hashem Elokim: I do not act for your sake, House of Israel, rather for My Holy n ame which you have desecrated
among the nations which you have entered. And I shall sanctify My great Name which is desecrated among the nations...and all the nations shall know that
I am Hashem...when I am sanctified through you before their eyes. And I shall take you from the nations, and I shall gather y ou from all the lands and
bring you to your own soil. And I shall sprinkle pure waters upon you and you shall be purified from all of your contaminatio ns...And I shall give you a new
heart and a new spirit I shall place in you...And I shall arrange it so that you shall walk in My statutes and My laws you wi ll keep and do. And you shall
dwell on your land and you shall be a nation unto Me and I shall be your G -d. (36:22-28)
It would appear from this passage that although the beginning of the redemption process can occur without teshuva, the final stage will indeed be
accompanied by repentance enabling the Jewish people to be in a state fitting for the elevated spiritual state of the world a t the time of the Final
Redemption.
The Chafetz Chayim was once asked that if the generations of the holy Tannaim and Amoraim did not merit redemption, if the generations of the Rambam
and Ramban were not redeemed, if the generations of the Noda BiHuda and the Chasam Sofeir remained in exile, with such great leaders and most of the
Jewish people observing Torah and mitzvos, how can we in our generation with lesser leaders and so many Jews no longer loyal to Torah and mitzvos expect
to rush redemption? The Chafetz Chaim responded based on the Ohr HaChayim's remez. As the seller approaches closer and closer to yoveil, the "buy-back"
price becomes less and less. True we might not be on the level of previous generations. But since they were more distant from the final date of redemption,
they required a greater degree of repentance and yissurin to merit a rushed one. We, on the other hand, who are living much closer to the final date and
have in our "wallet" all of the accumulated merits of all of the previous generations, can bring about a rushed redemption ev en with a much lesser level of
suffering and teshuva.
The world as we encounter it today is quite a frightening place. External threats to the security of the State of Israel and Jewish people are everywhere,
internal threats of nouveau "religious" practices threatening the stability of our mesora, and the general breakdown of moral and family values in general
society all form part of a web of a seemingly hopeless state. An awareness of the fact that our steadfastness to the values o f the Torah in these tumultuous
times not only assures our personal and national eternity but also impacts upon the time of the Final Redemption serves to st rengthen our efforts at
remaining loyal to Hashem, His Torah, and His mitzvos.

