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Shabbat Times
Friday, May 12
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:
Shabbat, May 13
Shacharit:
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
Seudot:
Shkiya:
Maariv:
Shabbat Ends:
Next Friday, May 19
Mincha/Maariv:
Candle Lighting:

7:15 PM
7:46 PM
8:45 AM
9:17 AM
7:35 PM
8:05 PM
8:46 PM
8:51 PM
7:15 PM
7:52 PM

Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here for
Shabbos on: 5/13, 5/20, 5/30, 5/31.
He can be reached via email
at rabbihalpert@verizon.net, or phone
in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In the
event of an emergency, Rabbi Halpert
can also be reached at 212-909-6951.

Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-3 are located
in the room across the Shul from 9:30am
- 10:45am. Morah Shira and Morah
Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam teachers,
will supervise. Toys and books will be
provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask
parents to please send your child with a
snack. Signup is on the website.

Welcoming Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently, let us know! Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

Welcome to
Ahavat Shalom!

Iyar 17, 5777
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert

 Welcome to Aviva & Benjy (and Gavriel) Lebowitz who moved into Westgate!
 Welcome to Deena and Henry Bernstein who moved into Walraven!
 Welcome to Alana and Asher Becker who moved into Walraven!
 Welcome to Rabbi Larry Rothwachs and Congregation Beth Aaron of Teaneck, NJ! Rabbi Rothwachs
will be joining us as a Scholar-in-Residence this Shabbos and will be speaking Shabbos morning.
 SUPER, HOT KIDDUSH sponsored by Congregation Beth Aaron following davening!
Weather Report
Friday night: Cloudy / Light Rain, 54°

Shabbos day: Rain, 51°/46°

Shabbos Afternoon Shiur - Given by Ora Weinbach! Open to the entire community!
Title: Ish Echad Bilev Echad: The Challenge of Jewish Unity in the Age of Modernity
Time: Next Shabbos, May 20th (exact time: TBD)
Location: Ray and Moty Raven (33 West Englewood Ave)
May Celebration Kiddush! The Celebration Kiddush for May will be taking place on Shabbos, May 20th! If you
have something to celebrate in May and would like to become a co-sponsor, please reach out to the Board!
2017-2018 Board Nominations - Nominations for the 2017-2018 Board will be opening soon! If you have a need for
speed more cowbell volunteering or you think someone would be a good representative, consider nominating them
for the 2017-2018 Board!
Keylim Mikvah Maintenance: The Keylim Mikvah maintenance project is complete and is back open.

The Jewish Educational Center of Elizabeth, NJ will be holding its 76th Annual Gala and Yom Yerushalayim
celebration on Monday evening, May 15th at the exciting new event space Factory 220! Please call the JEC if you
have any questions 908-0355-4850, or email dinner2017@thejec.org.
Congregation Beth Aaron - On Memorial Day, Monday, May 29, at Congregation Beth Aaron, at 9:00 a.m., Rav
Hershel Schachter, Rosh Yeshiva at Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS), Yeshiva University,
will offer a shiur on “Shavuot and Practical Hilchot Yom Tov.” Light refreshments will precede the shiur, which is
offered by Daf a Week.
Yeshivat Noam is pleased to invite you and your friends to the spring semester of our weekly parent shiur which
began on Thursday May 4th at 9:30 am in the YN Middle School Beit Knesset. Rabbi Dr. Alex Mondrow, middle
school psychologist and teacher, will deliver a five week series of classes titled Torah Judaism and Modern
Psychology. This shiur is free of charge and is open to the entire community, so bring your friends! Brought to you
by the Yeshivat Noam Parent Education Committee. For questions or more information, please

UPCOMING EVENTS:
May 19-20: May Celebration Kiddush

Households: 101
(Adults: 196, Kids: 59)
Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2016-2017
President: Jason Shor Vice Presidents: Jason Bloom | Alex Daitch | Moty Raven | Binny Steinig Secretary: Liron Gamzeh Treasurer: Jason Felder
Sisterhood: Sarit Anstandig | Tali Wigod Gabbaim: Sam Lightstone | Ezra Blain | Shua Joseph | Dani Weinberger
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday.
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbihalpert@verizon.net
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Omer: Hashem's Measure of Love
Rabbi Benjamin Yudin
We are all familiar with the mitzvah (Sefer Hachinuch, mitzvas aseh 306) of counting the omer. To the Rambam this mitzvah is still considered a
biblical obligation while according to the Rosh and Shulchan Aruch and others, because we do not yet have the korban omer the counting nowadays
is a rabbinic mitzvah, zecher l'mikdash - a reminder as to what we had, and please G-d will have.
What is an Omer? The first time this term is used in the Torah is (Shemos 16:16) when the mon descended in the desert and Moshe conveyed the
Divine instruction that each individual was to gather an omer per person each day, the omer being an amount that satiated each person. The last
verse in that chapter informs us that an omer is a tenth of an ephah which is the volume of approximately forty two and a half eggs (it is a dry
measure.)
There is a theme in the Torah that repeats itself many times, namely, the consecration of firsts. The first born son is to be redeemed after thirty days.
The produce that grows in the land of Israel cannot be eaten until the land owner designates the terumah (i.e. first) portion for the kohein and to the
Levi, his tenth known as ma'aser. Thus, the annual bringing of an omer measure of barley in the Temple on the second day of Pesach as an
expression of appreciation to Hashem for His giving us the barley crop is most understandable, and fits into the established pattern. What is rather
perplexing is that this offering is referred to as the korban omer, as if the specific amount of barley brought played a significant role in this offering.
Moreover, the Torah uses the term omer three additional times in Parshas Emor teaching 1) that the omer of barley is to be waved on the second day
of Pesach 2) that in addition to the waving of the Omer a lamb is to be offered 3) that the mitzvah of counting, bridging the tw o holidays of Pesach
and Shavuos, is to begin on the day you bring the Omer of waving. It seems most strange that the Torah should place such emph asis on what appears
at first glance to be a very minor detail, i.e. how much barley (an omer's worth) constituted the offering.
Rav Yosef Salant zt''l, in his work B'aer Yosef, provides a most exciting response to this question. He says the Torah is callin g attention to
the mon by referring to the korban of thanksgiving for the barley crop as a korban omer. How so? He notes, as the Talmud (Taanis 9a) teaches, that
the mun descended in merit of Moshe, and thus it ceased on the seventh of Adar in the fortieth year which was the day of Mosh e's passing. The last
portion of mon which the Jews received nourished them for the thirty day period of mourning for Moshe, for three additional days as they prepared
to cross the Yardain river, and through the fifteenth Nissan, i.e. the first day of Pesach. On the second day of Pesach they began to eat from the
produce of the land of Israel (see Yehoshua 5:11). It is thus understandable that to mark this transition from relying on mon to eating the produce of
the land of Israel we bring an omer's worth of barley each year on the second day of Pesach in appreciation for the many omer of mon that had
nourished us throughout our stay in the desert until the second of Pesach the year we entered Israel.
Moreover, since it was the mon taught us to have total reliance and faith in Hashem, that He is the provider of their sustenance, now that we would
be planting and harvesting and deriving our food from the ground, and not from the sky, we could easily come to believe, "my strength and the might
of my hand made me all this wealth" (Devarim 8:17.) Thus, the Torah said on that this day of transition bring an omer of barley to remember our
daily sustenance of an omer of mon, for ultimately there is no difference between lechem min hashomayim and lechem min ha-aratz(bread made in
heaven or that which sprouts forth from the earth.)
Rav Salant quotes the Medrash (Vayikra Rabba 28:3) in which Rabbi Berachya taught that Hashem directed Moshe to tell Bnei Yisrael that while
Hashem in His generosity provided an omerper person in the desert, when we reciprocate and bring an omer to Him, it is but one omer on behalf of
the entire nation, not an omer per person.
I believe if one takes the time to calculate the discrepancy between Hashem's generosity to us and our reciprocation, the num bers are astounding.
There were approximately two million Jews in the desert (the Torah informs us there were six hundred thousand men between twe nty and fifty,
roughly an equal number of women, and when one adds in the young and older members of the community there must have been roug hly two million
Jews.) Thus, each week Hashem "special delivered" fourteen million omer of mon to the Jews; monthly, they received fifty six million; annually six
hundred and seventy two million; over forty years they received approximately twenty six billion, eight hundred and eighty mi llion portions of Omer
of mon. And all He asks in return is one Omer of barley! The message is so powerfully penetrating: He gives us so much, and asks so little in return.
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