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Weather Report: Friday night: 27°, Cloudy

Shabbat Times
Friday, March 8
Candle Lighting:
5:37 PM
Mincha/Maariv:
5:40 PM
Shabbat, March 9
9:00 AM
Shacharit:
9:12 AM
Kriyat Shema:
Mincha / Shalosh
5:30 PM
Seudot:
Shkiya:
5:56 PM
Maariv:
6:32 PM
Havdalah:
6:37 PM
Next Friday, March 15
Candle Lighting:
6:45 PM
Mincha/Maariv:
6:50 PM
Rabbi Halpert's Availability
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert will be here: 3/9,
3/16.
He can be reached via email at
RabbiYehudaHalpert@gmail.com, or
phone in the evenings at 201-836-3828. In
the event of an emergency, Rabbi
Halpert can also be reached at 212-9096951.
Yeshivat Noam Youth Groups
Groups for children ages 2-4 will be located in
Room 3 from 9:45am - 11:00am. Morah Shira
and Morah Melissa, two Yeshivat Noam
teachers, will supervise. Toys and books will be
provided by Yeshivat Noam. We ask parents to
please send your child with a snack. Signup is
on the website.

Chesed Committee
If you or anyone you know has moved in
recently or knows somebody moving in,
please let Shira Russell-Giller know!
Check out
ahavatshalomteaneck.com/movingin for
more information.

2018-2019 Member
Ticker:

106
Member
Households!
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Shabbat day: 47°, Sunny

Mishloach Manot are are! Purim is three weeks away!!! As we have done in the past, Ahavat Shalom will be
coordinating our Mishloach Manot Program! Sign up now to send Mishloach Manot to your friends in the
community! Each basket costs $10 or you can send to the whole shul for $100! Using the form below, you can select
specific families that you would like to send to or to the entire shul. On Purim, each member
household will receive their Mishloach Manot
from the shul, along with a list of all the people
that contributed to their Mishloach Manot! The
deadline to submit a FORM AND PAYMENT
is MARCH 10TH, 2019 at 11:59 PM! If you
don't see your friend(s) on the list, encourage
them to join and become members too!
Link: https://goo.gl/forms/7wYouDPly5gI3Cy92
Winter Mystery Shabbat is upon us! If you signed up, we look
forward to having you take part and meet new friends!
Cholent Madness Finals! Next Shabbat, March 16, 2019, the
annual Ahavat Shalom Cholent Competition finals will be held
in the shul immediately after davening! Come enjoy the
heavenly flavours of the Landesman, Rehanian and Ferber
kitchens, as well as a surprise, mystery wild card!
Fundraising Appeal - The Raising Awareness Seminars are a new lecture series launched by our Chesed Committee
to raise awareness and decrease stigma about very important issues in the Jewish community. Our first 2 seminars
were wonderful successes! In order to enable future events, the Chesed Committee is respectfully reaching out to our
community for help. We are looking for sponsors to contribute
to this cause, and our goal is $2,500. Every donation is appreciated
- every penny counts! Keep in mind that this is a fantastic opportunity
for those who want/need extra zechuyot!
Raising Awareness Seminar #3! We are very excited to announce
that the topic of our next Raising Awareness Seminar will be about
issues with sex, and we will hear from renowned therapists and experts
in the field, Dr. Bat Sheva Marcus and Dr. Shy Krug. The seminar
will take place on Motzei Shabbat, March 23, 2019 right here at the
shul. We are extremely thrilled to be bringing in such incredible
individuals and to remove the taboo of openly discussing such an
important and intimate
part of spousal
relationships. The discussion will be in-depth while ensuring
the utmost sensitivity and adherence to tzniut. For more
information, please reach out to Shira Russell Giller!
Cookbook Club presents: Hamantash Bake! All men and
women are invited to attend this co-ed event that will take
place on Monday, March 18, 2019 at 8:00 PM at the home of
Atara and Isaac Shulman!

Congregation Ahavat Shalom Board Members 2018-2019
President: Ben Wine Vice Presidents: Eliana Baum | Henry Bernstein | Eli Fenyes | Shira Russell-Giller Secretary: Yosef Chai Klein Treasurer: Yishai Kadry
Sisterhood: Deena Bernstein | Yael Wine Gabbaim: Eli Baum | Stephan Gilbert | Steven Lowinger | Avi Sonnenblick
We welcome your input! Please send your newsletter announcements by Wednesday of each week to ensure they make it in!
board@teaneckapartments.com | president@teaneckapartments.com | rabbiyehudahalpert@gmail.com

Congregation

Ahavat Shalom
Parshat Pekudei

Volume: 19, Issue: 32 | March 8-9, 2019

Adar Aleph 24
Rabbi Yehuda Halpert

"As G-d Commanded Moshe"
The recurrent phrase in this week's parasha - "ka'asher tziva Hashem es Moshe" - is repeated no less than eighteen times.[1] The commentaries offer diverse explanations for this
phenomenon ranging from technical to halachic to hashkafic. Some distinguish between our parasha where the phrase appears and parashas VaYakheil where the phrase curiously
does not appear.
Rav Meir Simcha of Dvinsk in his Meshech Chachma explains that the bigdei kehuna described in Pekudei contained sha'atnez - wool and linen - and therefore required special Divine
dispensation to wear them. The Mishkan, whose construction is mentioned in VaYakheil, by contrast, even though its curtains also contained sha'atnez, but no regular Torah
prohibition was violated since they were not worn. Hence, the Torah indicates that the Jewish people acted as G-d commanded concerning the bigdei kehuna. Concerning the Mishkan,
this was obvious.
Rav Hirsch comments that the Mishkan, a building, was not considered complete until it was totally finished. By contrast, the garments of kohanim were considered complete as each
one was finished. Hence, in our parasha, the above-mentioned phrase appears after the formation of each garment indicating its completion and also concerning the completion of the
construction of the Mishkan after all of its vessels, walls and curtains were formed (Pekudei 39:42-43).
Beis HaLevi, the first Rav Yosef Dov HaLevi Soloveitchik, presents a penetrating analysis of this recurring phrase in two places. In parashas Lech L'cha, Beis HaLevi explains this phrase to
indicate that even though an individual is highly intelligent and thinks that he knows the reason why Hashem commanded the mitzva, he should perform it not because of his
knowledge of the reason but because of the Divine command itself. Only this attitude is truly Divine service. Performing the mitzva because of our understanding would not be serving
G-d but serving ourselves by following our understanding. A similar duality appears in the Gemara Rosh HaShana (16a). After the Gemara questions why we blow the shofar on Rosh
HaShana, the Gemara challenges the question: Why do we blow shofar?! Hashem commanded us to blow! Even though ta'amei hamitzvos are often offered by Torah scholars as part
of Torah study, the m'chayeiv, that which obligates us to do the mitzva is certainly not the reason, but rather the Divine command itself (see P'nei Yehoshua). Whether one has an
insight into a possible reason or not, he is equally bound by the mitzva because of the Divine commandment.
In parashas Ki Tissa, Beis HaLevi links this concept to the relationship between the Cheit Ha'Eigel and the building of the Mishkan. One opinion in the Midrash followed by Rashi (Ki
Tissa 31:18) states that Hashem commanded Moshe concerning the Mishkan only after the Cheit Ha'Eigel. Thus, the construction of the Mishkan atoned for the sin of the Golden
Calf. Beis HaLevi explains that each mitzva has enormous spiritual, inner depth and this is certainly so for the Mishkan and Mikdash which "houses" the Divine Presence in some
mysterious way. One knowledgeable of this depth of Torah might be tempted to utilize his knowledge to create some entity which will bring down the Divine Presence without
following any specific Divine commandment. This is what B'nei Yisrael attempted to do in forming the Eigel. (See Midrash quoted by Ramban (32:1) that they were inspired to make an
image of the Eigel having witnessed the image of an ox in the Merkava vision they experienced at Har Sinai (see Yechezkel 1:10).) Their grievous error lay in the fact that only G-d
determines what form of worship is appropriate and what kind of structure and vessels would be a correct form to "house" the Shechina. K'lal Yisrael in constructing
the Mishkan atoned for their great sin by not diverging one iota from the Divine command and building it because of G-d's command, not based on their insights into its enormous
spiritual significance. Creating alternate forms of worship based on the perceived reasons for mitzvos is sinful and can even lead, as it did in the case of the Eigel, to idolatry.
Perhaps we can connect all of the approaches given above as follows. Divine service is itself a big mystery. How can finite man serve the infinite Creator? As the Midrash (B'reishis
Rabba 44:1) teaches, G-d is not affected by our service of Him. Nonetheless, Hashem Yisborach in His Infinite Wisdom provides for us a means with which to serve Him and elevate
ourselves through that service. The unifying factor of all of these approaches is that only G-d can command how His creations should serve and thereby connect to the Infinite One.
When should one mitzva override another? Only the Torah itself can determine that. This is Meshech Chachma's teaching - the overriding of the law of sha'atnez is only "as G-d
commanded Moshe." What if we think we know the reason for a mitzva - shouldn't it be performed because of that reason? This is what Beis HaLevi teaches: our performance
of mitzvos is in order to follow the Divine command. The reasons can enhance but should never motivate the "mitzva act".[2] What if we come up with a new mode of service? This is
the second teaching of Beis HaLevi: only G-d can determine the mode of service appropriate.
But G-d also commanded the Chachmei HaDor to create safeguards to the Torah and even add Rabbinic mitzvos.[3] Ran (D'rashos 7) teaches that these serve as expressions
of ahavasHashem and yir'as Hashem demonstrating that we do not wish to suffice with just the minimum requirements and also wish to safeguard our precious heritage. However,
since we cannot choose to serve the Almighty in a way he has not commanded, the Chachmei HaDor must have enormous insight as to what kinds of Rabbinic safeguards and
Rabbinic mitzvos would "blend in" with the rest of the Torah and which would be foreign intrusions into the Torah system. Our sages teach us "kol d'tikkun Rabbanan k'ein d'Oraisa
tikkun". All Rabbinic enactments follow Torah patterns. To do so properly requires absolute mastery of the Torah far beyond that which ordinary Torah scholars possess.
Recent controversies have erupted concerning what modes of avodas Hashem are appropriate and which are not. Our parasha resonates again and again with the slogan - "ka'asher
tziva Hashem es Moshe." Make sure that everything is in accordance with this directive! But how are we to know Hashem's Will in an era when we can no longer ask
Moshe Rabbeinu to receive direct instructions from the Almighty? The answer is contained in the Torah's directive "ki yipalei mim'cha davar lamishpat...v'asisa k'chol asher yorucha"
(Shof'tim 17:8-10). Follow the interpretations and rulings of the Sanhedrin and in subsequent eras the G'dolei Chachmei haDor (see Seifer haChinuch (495) that this verse applies for all
generations) who will be given Divine assistance to determine which mode blends in with the Torah and which does not. May the Nosein HaTorah continue to grant the Chachmei
haDor the wisdom to guide us in following His will and Am Yisrael the desire to loyally follow their guidance.
[1] Be'er Moshe by R. Moshe Yechiel HaLevi of Ozhorov suggests the Moshe Rabbeinu who was willing to give up his life for K'lal Yisrael merited "chai" mentionings of this phrase referencing his role as the sh'liach of Hashem indicating his eternal life and legacy.
[2]See Rav Y. D. Soloveitchik's shiur on the Korach Rebellion available at www.bcbm.org.
[3] The important distinction between the Sages until the chasimas haTalmud and those after that time is beyond the scope of our limited words here. But even current Chachmei HaDor are charged to make limited takkanos to preserve the Torah's integrity.
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