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B’ruchim Haba’im! Welcome! 
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 I believe that the support of our childrens’ education is amongst the most important things 
we do as a Jewish Community. Therefore, it is my pleasure to welcome you to The Steinmetz 
Family Jewish Education Engagement Program (JEEP)! JEEP is the learning vehicle we use at 
CRJ for our children to travel on an amazing and life- changing Jewish journey. The goal is 
for them to become drivers, by becoming life-long Jewish learners. I am so proud of JEEP as 
it is an exciting, innovative, and stimulating educational experience for our children. On the 
ride they will grow Jewishly, emotionally, and socially. I am proud of our staff who are 
dedicated to imbuing our students with the necessary tools to become learned, interested, and 
concerned Jews, caring members of our Jewish community and world, and who one day I 
hope will be leaders in the Jewish world. We invite you as a parent and family member to take 
a ride and participate and grow with your children. We value your input and commitment and 
look forward to your involvement. Together, we can reach our destination, without our kids 
saying “are we there yet?”. Instead when we get there our children will call CRJ their Jewish 
Home and love being Jewish!



  

 

 
 

Cantor Bryce Megdal 
Co-Director of JEEP and Facilitator of Hebrew Curriculum 

 
 
  Welcome to JEEP (beep, beep)! Until only a few years ago, one of my goals in 
life was to speak Modern Hebrew fluently. My love of Hebrew began at a young age 
since I attended a Jewish Day School. For many reasons, I gravitated toward the 
language, and learning how to speak it fluently became one of my passions as I grew 
older. After my Bat Mitzvah, I taught Hebrew and tutored B’nai Mitzvah candidates at 
my temple in Tucson, AZ (my hometown), I studied Modern Hebrew in high school 
instead of choosing a more practical language, and I enrolled in every Hebrew class that 
I could while in college. I even studied abroad in Jerusalem for a semester, and a year 
after graduating from college with a double major in Judaic Studies and Studio Art, I 
participated in a summer program in Israel where I volunteered to work with children 
who only spoke Hebrew.  

With the above said, once I was in Cantorial School, my priorities changed. I 
realized it wasn’t necessarily realistic for me to master speaking Modern Hebrew. 
Instead, I realized that I had the power to achieve something even greater and beyond 
myself: to instill enthusiasm and appreciation for the Hebrew language while teaching it 
to others. As the Cantor at CRJ, I am so grateful to have the privilege of working with 
all age groups; nonetheless, one of the most important obligations and honors I have is 
to educate and serve CRJ’s future generations. Alongside Rabbi Engel, I am committed 
to providing the best Jewish education and atmosphere for your children. It is my hope 
that by the end of their first year in JEEP, your children will not only be more learned, 
but they will also be more enthusiastic about the Hebrew language and about being 
Jewish. Yala, let’s go! 



  

 
MISSION 

 
The mission of The Steinmetz Family Jewish Education Engagement Program (JEEP) is to engage our 
students in meaningful experiential learning that is relevant to their lives. We do this through building 
our students’ emotional, spiritual, and intellectual capacities. Through teaching core Jewish values and 
competencies, we enhance Jewish identity, a sense of belonging to the Jewish people, a connection to 
Israel, and a commitment to Judaism and repairing the world. 
 
 
 
 

GOALS 
 
The goals of The Steinmetz Family Jewish Education Engagement Program (JEEP):  

• Learners will acquire Jewish knowledge, skills, and character.  
• Learners will understand and appreciate their Jewish heritage.  
• Learners will have the ability to participate actively at CRJ, at home, and elsewhere.  
• Learners will become ethically and socially responsible members of the local and global Jewish 

community. 
  
 

OUR PHILOSOPHY 
 

• We believe in a comprehensive, sequential curriculum taught by devoted, caring, and 
committed teachers. At the same time, we believe that a creative atmosphere infused with 
ru’ach (spirit) will stimulate students’ interest and promote personal connections with learning. 

 
• We believe in a teaching-learning process that varies and differentiates instruction to meet the 

needs of learners with diverse learning styles, multiple intelligence, and varying family 
backgrounds. We are committed to providing enrichment beyond the classroom to reinforce the 
curriculum to all of our students. 

 
• We believe that students’ attendance at Shabbat services and synagogue programs with their 

families builds a lasting experience for all involved and reinforces what the students are 
learning in the classroom. 

 
• We believe that successful accomplishments of our mission and goals require a partnership 

between students, teachers, and parents. Only through collaboration can we bring all learners to 
develop a deep personal Jewish identity, to experience pride and joy in their Jewishness, and to 
commit themselves to lifelong learning and growth. 
 



  

  
OUR GUIDING VALUES 

 
•   Jewish learning and study are joyful and lifetime pursuits. 
•   A positive Jewish identity is fundamental. 
•   Acts of g’milut chasadim (lovingkindness) and tzedakah (justice) are a way of life. 
•   The Torah is a source of our values and traditions. 
•   The home and the family are central to Jewish education. The synagogue and families are                 
     partners in shaping the next generation of committed Jews. 
•   Prayer is personal and communal; a way to connect to God and the Jewish people. 
•   Jewish life has a rhythm: Shabbat and the holidays include personal, family, and   
     community experiences. 
•   Our personal and community ties to Israel are strong and everlasting. 
•   Jewish arts and culture add meaning to our lives. 
  
 

EXPECTATIONS  
 

We are all partners in this endeavor to educate our children. Therefore, there must be agreed-upon 
cultural expectations for students, teachers, and parents as we work together to ensure the best Jewish 
Education for our children. We are better together! 
  
ALL LEARNERS WILL: 
• Accept responsibility for their own actions. 
• Attend JEEP regularly. 
• Arrive on time for classes and activities. 
• Treat fellow students, teachers, and staff with 
respect. 
• Respect property. 
• Only bring appropriate materials to classes. 
• Abide by our JEEP’s dress code and policies. 
• Accept responsibility for completing all 
classroom requirements. 
  
ALL PARENTS WILL: 
• Assure their children regularly attend JEEP. 
• Exemplify an enthusiastic and supportive 
attitude toward JEEP and Jewish Education. 
• Discuss behavioral responsibilities and 
expectations with their children. 

  
 
ALL TEACHERS WILL: 
• Promote a climate of mutual respect and 
dignity, hence strengthening each student’s 
positive self-image. 
• Discuss with students the behavioral 
guidelines, including individual interpretations 
and expectations, teacher to student, as well as 
student to teacher. 
• Attend to minor behavioral problems in the 
classroom, always maintaining students’ 
dignities. 
• Follow the guidelines set forth for 
inappropriate behavior. 
• Keep parents, Cantor, and Rabbi apprised of 
each student’s progress. 

 
  

• Attend Family Tracks and Family 
Weekend Retreats



  

 
 
 

EDUCATIONAL APPROACHES 
 
The Jewish Content in JEEP is taken from a nationally recognized curriculum created by the Institute 
for Southern Jewish Life (ISJL). Congregations around the country are using it and report great results. 
The ISJL curriculum uses a developmental approach, using the curricular guidelines and materials to 
meet the needs of each student, ensuring that all students have a positive educational experience. In 
this way, every student’s Jewish identity is sparked and nurtured and gives him/her the foundation for 
a committed and meaningful Jewish life. 
  
Our Jewish Studies curriculum is spiraled in such a way that students revisit key content areas with 
increasing sophistication as they progress through the entire curriculum. The content is 
developmentally appropriate, nurtures the students’ Jewish identities, and equips students to live rich 
and meaningful Jewish lives. The curriculum, along with its corresponding teacher lesson plans, may 
be modified by teachers as they see fit. While teachers will cover the prescribed material, they will also 
be mindful of their students’ needs as well as their own abilities as teachers and adjust accordingly. 
 The lesson plans are designed to meet the diverse needs of many kinds of learners. Whenever possible 
learning is experiential, and teaching methods are varied to meet the needs of the three types of 
learners, V.A.K. - visual, auditory, and kinesthetic. Visual activities are for those students who learn 
best through reading and writing; auditory activities include listening to music and stories for those 
who learn best by hearing; the curriculum provides kinesthetic activities for students who learn best 
through games and other physical activities. The curriculum also includes quiet independent work, 
such as journaling, drawing, and quiet reading, for those who prefer this approach and games, 
discussions, and group projects to encourage cooperative and interactive relationships.  
 
Our approach also includes the use of Social Emotional Learning. Social and emotional learning (SEL) 
is an integral part of education and human development. SEL is the process through which all young 
people and adults acquire and apply the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to develop healthy identities, 
manage emotions and achieve personal and collective goals, feel and show empathy for others, 
establish and maintain supportive relationships, and make responsible and caring decisions. 
 
 



  

 

 
 
 
 

JUDAIC PROGRAM 
 

  
  

 
 
 
Campus Track: Learning takes place at CRJ. 
  
Pop-Up Track: Learning takes place somewhere off campus. 
  
Family Track: Parents and students learn together at CRJ. 
  
Topic Track: Learning takes place away from CRJ at a location related to the topic being studied. 
  
Interest Track: Learning takes place at CRJ based on interests including art, music, drama, 
technology, nature, and other areas of interest. 
 
On Sunday we also have TARBOOT (culture) where students can explore Judaism through art, drama, 
cooking and Movie Making. TRACKS and TARBOOT  
 
 
 

 
 

Our JEEP Judaic Program occurs on Sunday mornings from 9:00am-12pm. Since JEEP is all about 
your children’s Jewish Journey, their trip will have different TRACKS. Each TRACK reflects a 
different kind of learning modality and occurs during the academic year. Here are the tracks:



  

 
JEEP JUDAIC CONTENT AREAS 

(Detailed information for each grade can be found on our website) 
  
 
 
• Community 
 By being part of the JEEP experience students will feel a particular pride for their heritage as Jews and 
will come to identify with the larger American and global Jewish community. 
  
• Culture and Symbols 
Our curriculum provides students with the opportunity to experience the colorful culture of Judaism 
and its symbols. Students will develop a deeper understanding of Jewish culture as their religious 
school education builds. 
  
• God 
JEEP is a place where students can openly discuss their thoughts and feelings about God. Students will 
learn that throughout history, Jews have had an important relationship with God. 
  
• Hebrew and Prayer  
Students will have the opportunity to participate in synagogue prayer services and find personal 
meaning in them, recognizing Jewish worship as an essential facet of Jewish life. They will have 
opportunities for self-discovery, self-assessment, and self-development. 
  
• Israel 
Throughout the curriculum, students learn to identify with Israel as the Jewish homeland, 
understanding its history and recognizing their obligation to visit and support the State of Israel, 
hopefully motivating them to participate in an educational program there. 
  
• Jewish History 
Students will develop a meaningful identification with Jews past and present through the study of 
Jewish history, culture, Hebrew language, liturgy, music, literature, arts, and texts. 
  
• Jewish Holidays 
Whether it is with everyone at JEEP or in each grade, students will familiarize themselves with the 
many rituals and traditions that are celebrated during Jewish holidays. 
  
• Jewish Lifecycle Events 
The spiraled curriculum allows students to mark the passages of time and seasons through Jewish 
lifecycle ceremonies using the symbols, rituals, prayers and traditions of their Jewish heritage. 
  
 



  

 
• Tanach, Torah, Prophets, and Writings/Hebrew Bible 
Students will gain literacy and understanding of the various stories and commandments contained in 
the Tanach. They will have basic knowledge of the main characters and events , as well as a sense of 
the values conveyed through this material. 
  
• Mitzvot 
Our curriculum provides students with a chance to view Mitzvot– both ritual and ethical – as 
opportunities to build a relationship with God.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  

 
 

HEBREW PROGRAM 
 
Hebrew is a special language. Like the Jewish people, it is unique and has survived for thousands of 
years. It is beautiful, historic, sacred, and it is ours. Additionally, it unites Jews all over the word, and 
it is a direct link to our homeland, Israel, where it is one of the official national languages. 
 
An integral part of growing up at CRJ is knowing how to read Hebrew. CRJ’s Shabbat services are 
filled with Hebrew prayers, and some of Judaism’s core educational and ethical principles incorporate 
Hebrew terminology. When students reach the age of 12, they begin a year-long study to prepare for 
their Bar or Bat Mitzvah services. During these services, which take place on Saturday morning, they 
are required to lead the community in prayer, chant from the Torah, and sometimes chant a Haftarah 
(the prophetic section of the Tanach).  
 

 
 

Pre-K and Kindergarten Focus: First exposure to the Aleph-Bet and core Hebrew terms during 
Sunday class time. 
First Grade Focus: Review and reinforcement of Hebrew letters, and new Hebrew terms introduced, 
during Sunday class time.  
Second Grade Focus: Letters through reading, writing, and vocabulary during Sunday class time. 
Third Grade Focus: Decoding Hebrew text: Putting the Hebrew letters and vowels together to make 
sounds, words, and phrases during Sunday class time.  
Third through sixth grade Focus: Individual and small group tutoring sessions during the week 
focused on reading Hebrew fluidly, learning the meaning of the prayers, chanting of prayers, and 
preparing for their Bat or Bar Mitzvah. Weekly tutoring sessions will be based on tutors’ and students’ 
schedules. 
 
By when B’nai Mitzvah studies begin, all learners should be able to confidently read and chant 
Hebrew and be able to explain the basic concepts of all prayers so that their B’nai Mitzvah year of 
preparation can focus on self-growth, becoming a Jewish adult at CRJ and beyond, and Tikkun Olam 
(repairing the world).  
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
COMMUNICATION 
Most school communication is done via e-mail. The Cantor and Rabbi use both direct e-mail messages 
and an e-broadcast service called ShulCloud. To ensure seamless communication, please make sure 
that we have your current e-mail address and cell phone number. If you change them, please notify the 
CRJ Office. 
General Administrative Questions about JEEP: 
Weekdays: Annie Hernandez, Clergy Assistant: ahernandez@crjorlando.org, or CRJ’s office: (407) 
645-0444. 
Teachers, Judaic Curriculum, and Madrichim: 
Rabbi Engel: swengel@crjorlando.org. For emergencies: (407) 310-7507. 
 
Students, Parents, Disciplinary Issues, Hebrew Curriculum, Tutoring: 
Cantor Bryce Megdal: bmegdal@crjorlando.org. For emergencies: (520) 548-7971. 
 
Please note that if you opt out of CRJ’s mailing list via ShulCloud, this will also interrupt your receipt 
of school notices sent this way. We cannot reach you if you unsubscribe. Teachers’ e-mail addresses 
are listed on CRJ’s website at www.crjorlando.org. Check CRJ’s website and weekly JEEP 
communications and updates for any changes or additions to the school calendar. 
  
 

 

  
 

  
  

 
               

              
                

                
    

PARENT CONNECTION
Parent Connection is a cohort of parents that will support The Steinmetz Family Jewish Education 
Engagement Program and Youth Program by providing parent volunteers to help facilitate programs or 
events, and support teachers and youth advisors. By bringing together parents to help achieve the goals 
of JEEP and youth programs, Parent Connection will help build community. We encourage you to get 
involved! Interested? Contact Cantor Bryce at  bmegdal@crjorlando.org.



  

MADRICHIM 
Madrichim means “counselors” or “guides.” In our program, madrichim serve as aides to our teachers, 
tutor students in the classroom, and contribute their creative skills to developing special activities for 
the students. They work closely with Rabbi Engel, as this unique program offers our tweens and teens 
the opportunity to interact with their peers, develop communication and leadership skills, increase self-
confidence, express Jewish values as they learn, and practice a variety of practical teaching skills and 
methodologies. 
 
Teens who participate in the Madrichim program are positive role models for our younger children. 
They will express and solidify their Jewish identities through their active involvement in this program 
that will culminate with the 12th Grade Confirmation Program. This is open to post B’nai Mitzvah 
through 12th graders. They must commit to participating in congregational programs as well as 
Madrichim training sessions held during the year. Please contact Rabbi Engel at 
swengel@crjorlando.org to participate. 
 
 
BRIT (COVENANT) 
At Congregation of Reform Judaism, we are committed to providing a safe educational environment in 
which each child will discover and cultivate a meaningful Jewish identity within a loving community. 
Standards of behavior are required of each student in order to develop a culture of respect for peers, 
teachers, and the program. In order to meet these goals, we feel it is important for each student to be 
accountable and responsible for their own behavior. Our kehillah kedoshah (holy community) is built 
upon the values of kavod (respect and honor), derech eretz (common decency), achriyut 
(responsibility), and chesed (compassion and kindness). Parents are asked to read and discuss the Brit 
with the student and then both are asked to sign it. *The Brit is part of the registration for JEEP.* 
 
 
STUDENTS NOT LIVING UP TO THE BRIT 

1.     First Time: Student is warned by teacher. 
2.     Second Time: Student loses break or other class privileges and meets with teacher and/or 

Cantor Bryce during or after class..  
3.     Third Time: Parent(s) is notified by teacher or Cantor Bryce and a plan of action to correct 
persistent behavior is agreed upon. 
4.     Fourth Time: Cantor Bryce and parent(s) hold follow-up discussion about the result(s) of 
the plan in #3. 

  
SEVERE CLAUSE: 
A student who engages in fighting, defies a teacher, is disrespectful, destroys school property, or 
leaves the school grounds without permission will be sent to Cantor Bryce immediately and not be 
readmitted to the program until a conference with the student’s parent(s) takes place.  
  
 



  

ANTI-BULLYING POLICY - ZERO TOLERANCE 
The Steinmetz Family Jewish Education Engagement Program prohibits acts of harassment, 
intimidation, or bullying against any person on property, at any sponsored activity, or while using 
provided transportation. 
 
Examples of bullying and harassment may include: 

● Verbal abuse including name calling, teasing, or racist remarks.  
● Physical attacks including pushing, hitting, punching, hair pulling, scratching, or spitting. 
● Social exclusion including ostracism, ignoring, or alienating.  
● Psychological abuse including acts that instill a sense of fear or anxiety.   
● Any other act that has the effect of insulting or demeaning any individual or group of 

individuals in such a way as to cause distress, a reluctance to attend JEEP, a decline in work 
standards or problem behaviors.  

● This includes the use of electronic communication devices that include, but are not limited to, a 
telephone, cellular phone (e.g. text), computer (e.g. Instant Messaging, e-mail) to harass, 
intimidate, or bully. 

Bullying incidents will be treated accordingly: 
1.     All reports of bullying should be brought to the attention of any teacher, Cantor Bryce, or 
Rabbi Engel immediately. 
2.     After a period of verification, Cantor Bryce and/or Rabbi Engel will meet with parents of 
the offender to discuss appropriate consequences. 
3.     Depending on circumstances, consequences may include a period of suspension and/or 
expulsion from JEEP. 
4.     The offender and family will be required to meet with Rabbi Engel for counseling. 

  

 
 



  

JEEP POLICIES 
ATTENDANCE 
Attendance is very important for achieving JEEP’s goals. Since time is precious and there is so much 
to learn, it is imperative that students attend JEEP regularly. Frequent absences create difficulties in 
keeping up with the class and may be discouraging for the child. Excessive absences tend to lower the 
status of the program in the eyes of the child and negate our efforts. They may also jeopardize the 
child’s eligibility to become a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. It is, therefore, the child’s responsibility to make up 
any missed class work. If you know in advance that your child cannot attend a session, please notify 
Annie Hernandez, ahernandez@crjorlando.org. If your child is ill or a family emergency arises--
causing your child to be unable to attend a session without advance notice--please contact Cantor 
Bryce to notify her (bmegdal@crjorlando.org or (520) 548-7971). Frequent absences may result in a 
necessary conference between the teacher, Cantor Bryce, Rabbi Engel, and the parents to determine the 
next course of action. Please also ensure your children arrive on-time and are picked up on-time. This 
is respectful and important for learning, making friends, and feeling a part of our community. If a 
situation occurs that causes tardiness at the beginning of the school day, or a delay in parent pick-up, 
please contact Cantor Bryce. 
 
CELL PHONES 
We understand the need for cell phones, especially in today’s world; however, the use of cell phones in 
class is PROHIBITED, unless needed for a class project. Texting your child during class hours is 
extremely disruptive to everyone in the class. Please understand that your child will not be allowed to 
answer any text messages during class time. If there is an emergency, call the office, Rabbi Engel, or 
Cantor Bryce.  
  
DRESS REQUIREMENTS 
Students entering the building must be clothed in a respectable manner befitting a religious 
environment; therefore, revealing clothing--or clothing with violent or profane pictures or messages--
will not be permitted. 
 
FOOD & CLASSROOM SNACKS  
Meals should be eaten before or after class. Please do not send an entire meal with your child to class 
unless otherwise noted. It is difficult to participate and focus in class while eating. Small snacks will be 
given or may be brought from home but are to be consumed only during break. There are designated 
times during school for each grade to enjoy snacks. CRJ practices biblical kashrut, i.e. the avoidance of 
all pork, shellfish, and the mixing of dairy with meat products. We are also a nut-free environment.  
  
MEDICATION/ALLERGIES 
Please list medications your child is taking on the registration form. We will not administer any 
medications (including aspirin, ibuprofen and acetaminophen) unless we receive written permission 
from a parent. If a child needs to take a prescription drug during class, please send it with a note to the 
teacher. 
 

Steven Engel

Steven Engel

Steven Engel



  

SPECIAL NEEDS 
If your child has any special needs, including dietary restrictions, learning challenges, or emotional or 
psychological concerns, it is important that you indicate it on your registration form so that the teacher 
may be informed, and your child will get appropriate care and attention. Only those who need to know 
about your child’s special needs will be in the circle of information. If your child has an IEP, please 
provide a copy to CRJ’s office. 
 
PARENT FEEDBACK 
We would love your feedback! Please let us know what you love about JEEP, what improvements can 
be employed, or if you are displeased with an element of JEEP. You can inform us by e-mail, phone, 
or stop by the school office. At no time is a teacher permitted to leave her or his students to have a 
conversation with a parent, as your children are their primary responsibility while they are at CRJ. If 
you wish to speak with a teacher, it must be outside of school hours. If you wish to discuss something 
of a serious nature, please do so with Cantor Bryce or Rabbi Engel.   
  
 

 
 
 
SHABBAT SERVICES 
We encourage you and your children to attend Shabbat services on a regular basis, as Shabbat is a 
special and sacred space during the week designated for our community to come together. Through 
music, thought-provoking dialogue, and engagement with our ancient texts, congregants of all ages 
have the ability to nourish their souls individually while connecting with each other communally. It is 
truly one of the only occasions when a multigenerational gathering occurs at CRJ, and we are blessed 
to have this every week!  
 
Moreover, it is invaluable for CRJ’s young members to be surrounded by people older than themselves 
who love CRJ and Judaism, and who can serve as role models and impact them in positive ways. As 
Jewish adults, it is our duty to provide them with an environment that puts Jewish practice and 
tradition (with a modern twist) in a positive and appealing light.  
 



  

Attending Shabbat services is also a wonderful platform for learners of CRJ’s JEEP to hear and read 
Hebrew and witness its relevance. Aside from when they are learning Hebrew at JEEP, for most 
families, there is no other time during the week that offers this opportunity; hence, coming to Shabbat 
services is an optimal way for your children and the future of CRJ to see it in action, practice reading 
Hebrew, and learn how to chant many of the prayers. 
 
 
SCHOOL VISITORS 
Adults should feel free to visit JEEP classrooms and programs with permission from Cantor Bryce. 
Please contact the office in advance so we can make them aware that you will be attending class. 
Children who are not enrolled in JEEP may also attend if they are interested in becoming a learner at 
JEEP. Please acquire advance consent of the Cantor. 
 
EARLY PICK-UP 
Our first priority is the safety of the children. Students may not leave the synagogue grounds unless 
accompanied by an adult. For an early pickup, go to the JEEP office to sign out your child. This is a 
safety precaution so no one other than a familiar adult comes for your child. Please let Annie 
Hernandez (ahernandez@crjorlando.org) know ahead of time so we can inform the teacher who will 
send your child to the office at the designated time. 
 
TZEDAKAH  
Our tradition teaches that giving to others who are less fortunate is a mitzvah (an obligation). Please 
help your children to make tzedakah a habit by reminding them to set aside some of their money each 
week. Students will have an opportunity to direct their class tzedakah (collected on Sundays) by 
discussing different options. 


