
Congregant of the Year 2021 

Each year, we take a moment to reflect on the activities of our members and how their time 
and effort supports and sustains our Congregation. It was very difficult choosing 2 people 
for Congregant of the Year when there were so many of you that have stepped up to ensure 
that our activities, programming, and services were successful. 
 
The selection criteria for congregant of the year are: 

• A person who through years of continued service to the synagogue is deserving of 
the honor; 

• A person whose creativity/innovation has brought about new and 
significant improvements to our congregation; 

• A person whose efforts rise above and beyond to support the synagogue and our 
community; 

• And lastly, a person who has not received this honor in the past 

Tonight, I am pleased to share the names of two of our members who met these criteria 
this year! 
 
The first honoree organized virtual bingo every month for the past year which has brought 
people of all ages together for a fun evening. We had anywhere from 20 to50 members who 
would play!  The rabbi has said that the bingo was the one activity during COVID that 
brought together so many members and kept us all together, even if it was done virtually. 
I’ll bet that you can guess who she is, our Adult Education board member, Sandy Ostrosky. 
 

Along with her Adult Education responsibilities, she also organized the shredding truck for 

2 years.  Last year during Covid, she organized and delivered Rosh Hashanah gift bags to 

member’s homes and delivered prayer books to those who couldn’t get to the synagogue.   

She organized and implemented the Rosh Hashanah baked goods sale for 4 years to bring 

Three Brothers Bakery items to the synagogue for pickup, so members did not have to 

drive into town.   

She organized the Passover meals that were delivered to CSH the past two consecutive 
years.  Last year, Passover occurred at the beginning of COVID, so having the Passover 
meals already prepared and delivered to CSH was a huge help for many! 
 
She has served on many board positions in the past as well.  She was treasurer for 3 years, 
president for 3 years, and adult education trustee for 5 years.  She is on the rabbi search 
committee and has served as chairman of the nominating committee for 2 consecutive 
years.  As a member of Sisterhood for 25 years, she volunteered for their garage sales and 
Bazaar.  She is always willing to help. 
 



The second honoree, Debbie Anderson came up with the solution of how to project the 

Shabbat services from the sanctuary to those on zoom.  Other people suggested expensive 

plans that required running cables through the ceiling, mounting an expensive camera, and 

buying more computer equipment.   She pictured a simpler and less costly solution by 

envisioning an iPad projected above the podium.  She purchased an iPad and tripod which, 

when placed on a table for extra height, worked perfectly.  This is the system we have been 

using for Shabbat and holidays without any problems. 

She has been working behind the scenes for many years.  She has helped many people in 

our synagogue with projects.  If you ever needed someone to step in, she was there.  Debbie 

Anderson serves on the CSH board as co-VP Ritual, which is a demanding job.   She also 

served as Membership chairperson and was on the nominating committee.  She sewed the 

curtains in the Torah ark many years ago and arranged for the upholstering of the Bima 

Chairs.   

She always bakes cookies and arranges the platters with Risa for the local police officers, 

helped Sandy hand out the Rosh Hashanah bags, and helped collect the donations for the 

food drive.  She helped hand out the Mahzorim and decided how to save money printing 

the High Holiday tickets.  She updated the Kol Nidre appeal cards so that they could be 

mailed out before Yom Kippur this year.   

She serves as Gabbai during many Shabbat services and is a regular attendee for Shabbat 

services.  We all looked forward to her deviled eggs after services. 

She is a great person to talk to when you need a caring ear.   

Sandy and Debbie, when we have an opportunity to gather together again, we will host a 
Friday night Shabbat in your honor, but for now, please accept the gratitude of the 
congregation for all of your contributions toward sustaining Shaar Hashalom and making it 
a better place. 
 
Your names will be added to the Congregant of the Year plaque along with Ida Diamond, 
Dawn Freedkin, Ronnie Weiss, Amy Zaguli, Isaac Rosen, Wendy Kane, Jerry Trant, Gin 
Nixon, Holli Hirsch, Risa Stein, Elizabeth Bell, Sharon Rosenthal, Jay Bergman, Aaron 
Freedkin, Bobbi Better, Ron Zaguli, Richard Lehman, Hedy Wolpa, Susan Robertson, and 
Andrea Levine, who continue to give of their time and energy.   
 
Of course, you know there are dozens of people I could list whose contributions are so vital 
to our congregation, and I don't want to overlook them. To everyone who has been 
generous with their time and energy to support the synagogue, I say thank you!  We all 
thank you.  Your contributions don't go unnoticed or unappreciated. 
 



Lastly, I would like to recognize Katy Izygon for completing her 20th year as principal of 

the religious school of Shaar Hashalom.  We will celebrate this milestone at a later time 

when we can gather together safely. 

L’Shana Tovah 

 
 
 


