
Preparing Your Drash/D’var Torah (short speech 

concerning the Torah portion) 

By Rabbi Shifra Weiss-Penzias 

1. Preparation 

a. Find out the name of your torah portion, which 

you can find out by googling “torah portion for 

… (your date).”  

b. Write down which of the Five Books of Moses it 

is in (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

Deuteronomy) and which chapter and verse it 

starts with. 

c. Read a summary of your Torah portion. It is 

available online.  One source is 

myjewishlearning.com. 

d. Read a translation of it.  It is available online.  

One source is 

reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study.  Now 

write your own summary (one paragraph). 

e. Read about it and watch YouTube videos about 

it.  There are tons of sources online, including  

g-dcast.com, Wikipedia, myjewishlearning.com, 

reformjudaism.org.  Take notes and include the 

sources of the ideas.  For example; “g-

dcast.com, Rabbi Lawrence Kushner, light was 



created on the first day, but the sun, moon and 

starts were created on the 4th day.  What light 

was created on the first day if it wasn’t from the 

sun, moon and stars?” 

 

2. Figure out what “your” Torah for the world is. If you 

had something important to tell what would it be? 

(What really matters?). 

3. See if you can find something about your Torah 

portion that can in some way be related to “your” 

Torah.  It could be one phrase, something that leads 

into your idea, something that seems to teach the 

opposite of your idea, something that you really 

have to stretch to get it to your idea.  If you can’t 

find anything, don’t worry, Rabbi Shifra will help you 

later. 

4. Write the components of your outline.  The last 

thing you will do is tie everything together and edit it 

all.  Don’t worry if the components don’t fit together 

at first. 

 

 

 

 



Outline of Your Drash 

 

1) Start with a little story (write that last though it will be 

the beginning) 

2) Summarize part of your Torah Portion that teaches a 

life lesson 

3) Tie that summary to your important message 

4) Elaborate on your message to the world 

5) Talk about your mitzvah project 

6) Thank everyone warmly 

 

Want to get started on chanting your Torah?  Look it up online 

at tinrtorah.wikispaces.com.  Your Torah portion can be found 

by clicking on Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers or 

Deuteronomy, on the left side of the page. If you don’t see it on 

your phone, use a computer.) 

Check out their Beit Mitzvah resources while you are at it. 


