
Temple Board of Directors, Feb 22, 2022 

Minutes 

 

Present: Leta Miller, David Ginsborg, Amy Harrington, Judy Yokel, Melissa Sunberg, Michelle 

Dennis, Dave Liotta, Josh Karter, Shani Ginsburg, Cary Sunberg, Rabbi Shifra, Jerry Frank, Tori 

Ow 

Absent: Olivia, Rabbi Paula 

 

Guests: Bonnie Morr, Lenore Hindin, Risa Lower, Wendy Strimling 

 

I. Guest comments: none 

 

II. Jewish journey: Lenore Hindin 

 

III. Consent agenda 

Approve minutes of Jan 25: MOTION—Approved. 

 

IV. ED report (David)  

David submitted a 3-page written report.  Only a few highlights are noted here. 

We received a check for $126,800.98 from the US Treasury for Employee Retention Credits! 

Many thanks to Laura Giges, who was responsible for applying for these funds.  

How can we thank Laura? Josh suggests she be nominated for Woman of Valor award. Amy 

suggests we get Laura a gift of appreciation from the Board.  They will both follow up on 

these ideas. 

Membership Renewal:  541 members have renewed. We have raised $802,575 to date, which 

exceeds our budgeted goal! See the membership report below.  

New member Havdalah event is coming up. Board members are encouraged to attend. 

Temple school has been successful in implementing a testing regimen for COVID. Andrew 

Goldenkranz spearheaded donations of COVID tests free of charge. Dr. Epstein and Dr. 

Marty Fenstersheib are advising us on COVID protocols. 

Safety/active shooter training:  Sheriff’s office is advising us on this matter.  They provided a 

sample training to a small group of staff and members.  We are exploring vendors to 

conduct a comprehensive security assessment and provide active shooter training. 

Finances: We have resolved the problems with Shulcloud, but DG had to reach out to the 

president of the company.  

Facilities: PGE will have power outage this Friday. No phones in the morning. This is a 35-

year-old system and sometimes it doesn’t come back on line successfully.  

Project to upgrade the security cameras is in progress. 

 



 
 
 

V. Budget report (Cary) 

Six or seven people have agreed to serve on the budget committee, which will be headed by 

Paul Jacobson. David and Paul will develop a schedule and meet with the various units. 

We are following last year’s schedule, working backwards from the date of the 

congregation meeting.  

Judy notes that the following people will serve on the committee: Paul, David, Rabbi Shifra, 

Cary, Shani, Miles, Judy, and Leah (the bookkeeper). 
 

VI. Outdoor space—designing a process (Josh) 

Josh and David led a walk of the property with some members, who were enthusiastic about 

enhancing our outdoor space. It is likely that some members would donate significant 

funds to such a project. Major theme that came from the walk: Ideas from congregation 

must be gathered in this early phase.  

The following comments were offered by various board members: We need to be careful that 

a few large donors could exert too much control over space usage. Making the temple 

outdoor space more accessible must be a priority. Board should develop a few general 

ideas as a starting point for wider discussion. Benches outside of Rabbi Paula’s office 

need refurbishing. We might need a survey of our membership and enlist the help of 

interested congregants. We might try to get feedback from Camp Newman about their 

rebuilding after the fires. Important aspects to emphasize:  Security, noise-reduction, 

accessibility for people with disabilities.  

David is hoping to hire to hire one additional staff member; perhaps 30% of that job could be 

devoted to fund development. 



Next steps: In this early stage, we will not form a committee yet. We will schedule more 

walks and invite all interested members to participate in a walk and give their ideas.   

Amy and Tori will host a walk with an emphasis on young families.  We will identify 

other individuals to lead a few more walks. If you would like to lead a walk, please 

contact Josh.  He would like 3-4 additional board members to volunteer. Formation of a 

committee, timeline, etc. will wait until after this initial idea-gathering phase.   

 

VII. Building and Grounds 

Josh suggests delaying the refurbishing of the parking lot because of the potential outdoor 

space project. 

David: work on the social hall will include fixing broken tiles and cleaning the floor; some 

removal of trees is needed now. 

 

VIII: Jewish journey or D’var Torah (Judy) 

No volunteers. We will skip this next month. 

 

IX. Miscellaneous 

Leta will not be able to attend the next meeting. It will be video-recorded on Zoom and Leta 

can watch it later and take minutes. 
 

X. Rabbi Shifra report 

Original date of adult b’nei mitzvah was March 5; postponed until April 2. Rock havdalah is 

coming up. Purim: March 13th spiel and costume parade; outdoor carnival. Campfire 

Shabbat, March 18, will be open to all. Confirmation: seven 10th graders are studying 

with Rabbi Paula, and the Confirmation Shabbat service is on March 25.  

 

Adjourned at 8:34 


