
LEARNING ABOUT GENDER DIVERSITY:  PERSPECTIVES FROM JEWISH 
TRADIITON & CONTEMPORARY LIFE via ZOOM/LIVESTREAM

(for zoom & livestream links - go to www.BethEmethAlbany.org)
Gender Expansiveness 101 
Tuesday, February 1 at 7 p.m.
Transgender, cisgender, nonbinary, genderqueer... what is the meaning of these terms, and 
why are they important? Come learn about our expanding knowledge of gender, including 
the diverse ways people experience gender. This will be an introductory workshop with an 
informative session followed by a Q&A discussion.  

Expansive Gender in Jewish Tradition 
Tuesday, February 8 at 7 p.m.
While gender expansiveness is a new idea to many of us, it has existed in Jewish tradition 
for millennia! This session will explore the history of gender expansiveness in Judaism, 
including the six genders of the Talmud.  

Gender Expansiveness in Judaism Today 
Tuesday, March 8 at 7 p.m. 
Using our history of expansive gender in Judaism as well as our knowledge about gender 
today, many Jewish communities are creating innovative ways to incorporate gender 
expansiveness into Jewish ritual. Learn about the cutting-edge Jewish reforms happening 
now to expand the Hebrew language, Hebrew prayers, and Jewish rituals to be affirming for 
Jews of all genders.  

 Ze’evi Simcha Tovlev (they/them) is a Reform cantorial student, a 
cantorial intern at Temple Gates of Heaven, & a graduate of the Rhea 
Hirsch School of Education at HUC-JIR. With roots in experiential 
education, they believe that learning together is the best way we can 
create social justice. As one of the first transgender cantorial 
students, Ze’evi works to expand our Jewish spaces into places of 
belonging for nonbinary Jews by composing liturgical settings in 
Nonbinary Hebrew and writing curricula on nonbinary genders. 

Ariel Ezekiel Tovlev (he/him or they/them) is a Reform rabbinical 
student & a graduate of the Rhea Hirsch School of Education at 
HUC-JIR. As a trans Jew who has had to fight for his right to be 
trans and Jewish, Ariel has dedicated their studies to learning more 
about these intersecting identities. Ariel has written Jewish 
blessings centering the trans experience, which can be found in 
Mishkan Ga’avah: Where Pride Dwells. 

Program is underwritten by the Social Action Tzedakah Fund & the 
Lewis Programming Fund) 


