
EMAIL YOUR RABBIS  
 

RABBI YEHUDA MOSES, Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi 

rabbimoses@mogen -david.org  

 

RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, Executive Director/Associate Rabbi/Hazan  

rabbiabraham@mogen -david.org  

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE  

 

Erev Shabbat - SEPTEMBER 6 

Candle Lighting     6:55 pm  

Shir Hashirim     6:15 pm  

Mincha/Arvit     6:30 pm  

 
SHABBAT 

Rabbi Moses Parasha Shiur   8:15 am  

Shacharit      8:45 am  

Teen Minyan     9:30 am  

Rabbi Moses Shiur     6:00 pm  

Mincha/Arvit     6:40 pm  

(Followed By Seudah Shlishit)  

Havdalah      7:45 pm  
 SUNDAY 

SELICHOT     7:15 am  

(Followed By Shacharit)  

 
Monday - Friday  

SELICHOT     5:45 am  

(Followed By Shacharit)  

 
Sunday - Thursday  

Mincha/Arvit     6:50 pm  

Torah At Mogen David (Mon -Thurs) 8:30 pm  

 
Erev Shabbat - SEPTEMBER 13 

Candle Lighting     6:45 pm  

Shir Hashirim     6:15 pm  

Mincha/Arvit     6:30 pm  

 

IMPORTANT HALALHIC TIMES 

Earliest Talit & Tefillin     5:41 am  

Last Time for Shema MóA     9:03 am  

Last Time for Shema GRóA    9:41 am  

Latest Tefillah MóA    10:19 am  

Latest Tefillah GRóA   10:44 am  

Hazot Hayom     12:51 pm  

    
SEPTEMBER 6 - SEPTEMBER 12, 2019 ] 6 ELUL - 12 ELUL ] 5780  

Parashat Shoftim 

 

CONGREGATION MOGEN DAVID  
 

9717 W PICO BLVD. LOS ANGELES CA 90035 Å 310.556.5609 Å WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

SEPTEMBER  
 

Morris Gryzgryn ] Lola Feldman  
Leah Fisher ] Brian Jay Krater  

Gohar bat Rabi ] Ruth Siegman  
Clara Mekies ] Louis Albert  

Pearl Sutnick ] Steven Mermelstein  
Grace Anter ] Selma Gorelick  

Joshua Sternbach ] Judith Sternback  
Arthur Kling ] Esther Maya ] Rose Greenberg  
Yermeyahu Ben Menachem HaõCohen 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER  
 

David Manuel ] Natalie Abergel  

Leah Shaye ] David Nissanoff  

Sandra Bohbot ] Sophie Katz  

Yoan Hayoun ] Yisca Abraham  

Dolly Ives ] Nooria Kerendian  

Dan Aynesazan ] Barbara Gindi  

Bernard Baseri ] Joseph Robin  

David Ouaknine ] Ariel Ezekiel  

Eli Satrashans ] Jon Halwani  

Micah Cohen ] Tina Neman  

Jacob Bacall ] Cameron Curtis  

Sherry Eshaghian ] Aaron Hakakian  

Selena Rojhani Dallal ] Daniel Schperberg  

Joshua Robin  

                         

    

 

SEPTEMBER  
 

Kambiz & Ronak Ashoorzadeh  

Aziz & Jacklin Haboosheh  

Edwin & Dolly Ives  

 

 

Please Include The Following Individuals In 

Your Prayers So That Each May Be Granted 
 

Refoua Shelema 

 
Chaya Liel Bat Tali, Yehoshua Ben Orah, 

Levi Ben Maytal HaCohen, Sarena Bat Rachel,  

Meir Ben Devorah, Avraham Ben Rachel,  

Menashe Ben Rosa, Akram Bat Habiba, Ezra Ben Naima,  

Naama Bat Aviva, Gideon Ben Leslie, 

Michael Nader Ben Molouk Zimra, Haim Ben Hannah 
 

If you would like us to include a name on this list, 

please call us at (310) 556-5609, or 

email us at office@mogen-david.org, 

rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org or rabbimoses@mogen-david.org 

 

 

Thank You To Our Sponsors 
THIS WEEK  

 

KIDDUSH 

Sponsored By 

 

Alyeshmerni, Kahen & Yerushalmi Family 

In Memory Of Nissan Ben Moshe 

In Honor Of The New Baby Boy Yerushalmi 

 

 

SEUDAH SHLISHIT 

Sponsored By 

 

Oved Anter & Family 

In Memory Of 

His Mother Gracie Bat Miriam 

 

 

TEEN MINYAN 

Sponsorship Is Available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP YEAR 5780 CAMPAIGN  
 

MEMBERSHIP FORMS WERE MAILED OUT. 

PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

AND RESERVE HIGH HOLIDAYS SEAT 

BY SEPTEMBER 15, 2019. 

EMAIL, MAIL OR DROP OFF 

YOUR COMPLETED MEMBERSHIP FORM 

ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT. 

YOU CAN ALSO VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

WWW.MOGEN -DAVID.ORG  

BY LOGGING INTO YOUR ACCOUNT. 

 

JOIN US & BE A PART OF OUR KEHILA 

MEMBERSHIP FORM CAN BE EMAILED, MAILED OR DROPPED OFF OUR OFFICE. 

RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

AT RABBIABRAHAM@MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
 

We Would Like To Encourage The KMD Family  

To Contribute To Weekly Sponsorships Regularly  

This Is A Wonderful Way  

To Commemorate A Hazkara Or  

Honor A Special Event Or Occasion  

We Need Your Support  
 

CONTACT US AT 310.556.5609/OFFICE@MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 



 

Parashat Shemot  

 

 
Question: If one sins and it is difficult for one to repent and one has 
not yet done so, is there any benefit in oneôs Mitzvah observance or is 
there no point at all? 
 
Answer: It is well-known that the Teshuva process is usually categorized 
by ñDesist from evil and do good,ò i.e. one must first repent for all the sins 
one has committed against Hashem and only then should one perform Mitz-
vot and other good deeds which will stand to oneôs merit. Indeed, the Ram-
bam writes in his Hilchot Teshuva (Chapter 7): ñHow lofty is the level of 
Teshuva as yesterday, oneôs sins separated him from his Father in Heaven, 
as the verse states, óYour sins separated between you and your G-d.ô Addi-
tionally, he would pray but not be answered, as the verse states, óEven if 
you pray copiously, I shall not listen.ô Moreover, if he performs Mitzvot, they 
shall be torn to pieces before him as the verse states, óWho asked this of 
you, trampling my courtyards etc. I have no desire for you, so says Ha-
shem, G-d of hosts, I shall not want meal-offerings from your hands; 
your Olah offerings have outnumbered your sacrifices so that they may eat 
meat.ô However, today (after one has repented), one cleaves to the holy 
presence of Hashem, as the verse states, óAnd you are the ones who 
cleave to Hashem, you are all alive today.ô Furthermore, when he prays he 
shall be answered immediately, as the verse states, óEven before they call 
me I shall answer.ô When he performs Mitzvot, they shall be accepted joy-
fully and graciously, as the verse states, óFor Hashem has already accepted 
your actions.ôò 
 
Based on the words of the Rambam, it would seem that Hashem has no 
desire for the Mitzvot of one who is still steeped in sin, for this individual is 
not loved by Hashem and his Mitzvot are torn to pieces before him. If so, 
any effort one puts forth in oneôs Mitzvah observance before becoming a 
complete Baôal Teshuva (repentant person) is for naught and it will not ben-
efit the individual at all. 
Nevertheless, this is indeed not the case, for the Yalkut Shimoni (Hosheôa, 
529) states that anyone who possesses sins and did not succeed in per-
forming Teshuva may trade them in for good deeds and he should then 
repent and it will be accepted. Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef ztòl explains 
that the meaning of this Midrash is that if one attempts to repent but has not 
yet been successful, since one intends to ultimately perform Teshuva, one 
should not refrain from performing Mitzvot; rather, one should invest in per-
forming Mitzvot and good deeds and then, when one finally succeeds in 
repenting fully, all of his Mitzvot and good deeds will retroactively be ac-
cepted willingly by Hashem. 
 
We must add that the Mitzvot one performs before one succeeds in per-
forming Teshuva will help in eventually repenting fully, for if one sins and 
then tries to do Teshuva and during that time invests in Torah study and 
Mitzvah observance, this learning will certainly shower one with holiness 
and this will in turn assist him to overcome the Evil Inclination from now on. 
When one later repents, his Teshuva shall be accepted and he shall like-
wise collect reward for the Mitzvot he has performed. 
 
Maran ztòl uses this concept to explain the incident recorded in the Gemara 
Masechet Avodah Zara (17a) regarding Rabbi Elazar ben Dordaya, a tre-
mendous sinner who eventually repented. When he realized how great his 
sins were, he placed his head between his knees and cried so bitterly that 
his soul departed from him. A Heavenly voice then rang out, ñRabbi Elazar 
ben Dordaya is invited to enter the World to Come,ò for his Teshuvahad 
been accepted. Regarding this story did Rabbi Yehuda HaôNassi cry and 
exclaim, ñSome acquire their share in the World to Come in a moment.ò The 
obvious question is: Why would Rabbi Yehuda HaôNassi cry about a Baôal 
Teshuvaôs acceptance into the World to Come? The answer is that Rabbi 
Yehuda HaôNassi cried because Rabbi Elazar ben Dordaya did not have 
the opportunity to properly amass Mitzvot and good deeds during his life-
time, especially regarding Torah study, and in the World to Come, he would 
no longer be able to perform the Mitzvot. Were Rabbi Elazar to perform the 
Mitzvot even before he succeeded in repenting, he would have merited 
reaping reward for these Mitzvot through his Teshuva and his lot would 
have been so much greater!  

 

Parashat Shoftim 
 

 

Chodesh Elul is a time for beginnings and ends. We 
anticipate the upcoming Jewish New Year, all that we 
hope and aspire, and we reflect upon the previous 
year, our accomplishments and missed opportunities. 
Elul, as we know, is roshei tevot for "Ani L'Dodi v'Dodi 
Li"--I am for my beloved (Hashem) and HE is for me. 
The last letters of this phrase all end in the letter 
"Yud," which in gematria equals 40, representing the 
40 days between Rosh Chodesh Elul and Yom Kip-
pur.  
 
The number 40 is biologically and mystically signifi-
cant. It symbolizes creating and change. The begin-
ning stages of a baby in the mother's rechem begins 
after 40 days (the word 'rechem' shares a root with 
'rachamim' as we beseech Hashem's mercy for a 
healthy pregnancy and birth). Noach was command-
ed to enter the tevah for 40 days as the world was 
recreated and changed to its current state after the 
mabul. And of course Moshe Rabbeinu was on Har 
Sinai multiple times for 40 days preparing the world 
for the Torah and Mitzvot. We also now have 40 days 
to prepare for Yom Kippur and make the necessary 
changes to recreate ourselves through teshuva, tefil-
la, and tza'aka.  
 
On a personal note Dina and I just saw our two oldest 
children, Eliyahu Binyamin and Shira, head on a 
plane to learn for at least a year in Eretz Yisrael, artz-
ienu hakadosh. Many of you have done the same 
thing and, as you know, while it is an overwhelming 
emotional experience, it is also one of great pride and 
nachat. We are proud of our children, and of all our 
extended children here at Kehilat Mogen David, who 
choose to spend time learning in Israel and growing 
in their yahadut  through their connection with Ha-
shem.  
 
Chodesh Tov! 
 
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
Rabbi Yehuda Moses 
Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi 

Halachic Illuminations Special Events  ] Shiurim ] Announcements  

SEPT 7: 1532 BEVERWIL DR. LOS ANGELES CA 90035 


