
EMAIL YOUR RABBIS 
 

RABBI YEHUDA MOSES, Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi 

rabbimoses@mogen-david.org 

 

RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, Executive Director/Associate Rabbi/Hazan 

rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org  

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

Erev Shabbat - SEPTEMBER 13 

Candle Lighting    6:45 pm 

Shir Hashirim     6:15 pm 

Mincha/Arvit    6:30 pm 

 
SHABBAT 

Rabbi Moses Parasha Shiur  8:15 am 

Shacharit     8:45 am 

Teen Minyan    9:30 am 

Rabbi Moses Shiur    5:45 pm 

Mincha/Arvit    6:30 pm 

(Followed By Seudah Shlishit) 

Havdalah     7:35 pm 
 SUNDAY 

SELICHOT     7:15 am 

(Followed By Shacharit) 

 
Monday - Friday 

SELICHOT     5:45 am 

(Followed By Shacharit) 

 
Sunday - Thursday 

Mincha/Arvit    6:45 pm 

Torah At Mogen David (Mon-Thurs) 8:30 pm 

 
Erev Shabbat - SEPTEMBER 20 

Candle Lighting    6:36 pm 

Shir Hashirim     6:15 pm 

Mincha/Arvit    6:30 pm 

 

IMPORTANT HALALHIC TIMES 

Earliest Talit & Tefillin     5:47 am 

Last Time for Shema M”A     9:04 am 

Last Time for Shema GR”A    9:42 am 

Latest Tefillah M”A    10:19 am 

Latest Tefillah GR”A   10:44 am 

Hazot Hayom    12:49 pm 

    
SEPTEMBER 13 - SEPTEMBER 19, 2019  13 ELUL - 19 ELUL  5780  

Parashat Ki Tetze 

MAZAL TOV TO THE MANUEL FAMILY 

CONGREGATION MOGEN DAVID 
 

9717 W PICO BLVD. LOS ANGELES CA 90035 • 310.556.5609 • WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Morris Gryzgryn  Lola Feldman 
Leah Fisher  Brian Jay Krater 

Gohar bat Rabi  Ruth Siegman 
Clara Mekies  Louis Albert 

Pearl Sutnick  Steven Mermelstein 
Grace Anter  Selma Gorelick 

Joshua Sternbach  Judith Sternback 
Arthur Kling  Esther Maya  Rose Greenberg 

Yermeyahu Ben Menachem Ha’Cohen 
 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

David Manuel  Natalie Abergel 

Leah Shaye  David Nissanoff 

Sandra Bohbot  Sophie Katz 

Yoan Hayoun  Yisca Abraham 

Dolly Ives  Nooria Kerendian 

Dan Aynesazan  Barbara Gindi 

Bernard Baseri  Joseph Robin 

David Ouaknine  Ariel Ezekiel 

Eli Satrashans  Jon Halwani 

Micah Cohen  Tina Neman 

Jacob Bacall  Cameron Curtis 

Sherry Eshaghian  Aaron Hakakian 

Selena Rojhani Dallal  Daniel Schperberg 

Joshua Robin  Ari Eshaghian 

                         

    

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Kambiz & Ronak Ashoorzadeh 

Aziz & Jacklin Haboosheh 

Edwin & Dolly Ives 

 

 

Please Include The Following Individuals In 

Your Prayers So That Each May Be Granted 
 

Refoua Shelema 

 
Chaya Liel Bat Tali, Yehoshua Ben Orah, 

Levi Ben Maytal HaCohen, Sarena Bat Rachel,  

Meir Ben Devorah, Avraham Ben Rachel,  

Menashe Ben Rosa, Akram Bat Habiba, Ezra Ben Naima,  

Naama Bat Aviva, Gideon Ben Leslie, 

Michael Nader Ben Molouk Zimra, Haim Ben Hannah 
 

If you would like us to include a name on this list, 

please call us at (310) 556-5609, or 

email us at office@mogen-david.org, 

rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org or rabbimoses@mogen-david.org 

 

 

Thank You To Our Sponsors 
THIS WEEK 

 

KIDDUSH 

Sponsored By 

 

Kamran & Shifrah Manuel 

 

In Honor Of 

David’s Bar Mitzvah 

 

 

SEUDAH SHLISHIT 

Sponsored By 

 

Kamran & Shifrah Manuel 

 

In Honor Of 

David’s Bar Mitzvah 

 

 

NO TEEN MINYAN 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP YEAR 5780 CAMPAIGN 
 

MEMBERSHIP FORMS WERE MAILED OUT. 

PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

AND RESERVE HIGH HOLIDAYS SEAT 

BY SEPTEMBER 15, 2019. 

EMAIL, MAIL OR DROP OFF 

YOUR COMPLETED MEMBERSHIP FORM 

ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT. 

YOU CAN ALSO VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

BY LOGGING INTO YOUR ACCOUNT. 

 

JOIN US & BE A PART OF OUR KEHILA 

MEMBERSHIP FORM CAN BE EMAILED, MAILED OR DROPPED OFF OUR OFFICE. 

RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

AT RABBIABRAHAM@MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

We Would Like To Encourage The KMD Family 

To Contribute To Weekly Sponsorships Regularly 

This Is A Wonderful Way 

To Commemorate A Hazkara Or 

Honor A Special Event Or Occasion 

We Need Your Support 
 

CONTACT US AT 310.556.5609/OFFICE@MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 



 

Parashat Shemot 

 

 
Establishing Times for Torah Study During the Days of Selichot 
 
We have already mentioned in previous Halachot the words of the great 
Acharonim as well as Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt”l that the main goal for 
us during the month of Elul and the Ten Days of Repentance in our generation is 
to repent for our sins. Emphasis should not be placed solely on fasting, complet-
ing Tehillim several times, or reciting many supplications; rather, one should 
repent fully by sorting through one’s deeds and mending one’s ways. This will 
subsequently give meaning to the aforementioned things. 
 
King David said: “I do not fear severe transgressions, for they are severe. Of 
what am I afraid? Of light transgressions, for they are light.” This means that 
King David said that there is no need for me to distance myself from severe 
transgressions, for I know that they are severe and I will not come to transgress 
them. However, I do fear light transgressions which bring one to transgress 
more severe sins. Rabbeinu Yehonatan Eibeschitz zt”l explains this concept in 
his Sefer Ya’arot Devash where he writes that it is clear that any G-d-fearing 
individual would never come to transgress a serious sin, such as adultery, G-d-
forbid, and it would never even cross one’s mind. Rather, one starts off by look-
ing at forbidden sights and tells one’s self that it is not such a terrible sin to gaze 
at a woman’s beauty. Then, one sins by speaking words of nonsense and tells 
one’s self that this too will not cause him to transgress any sin. This pattern 
continues until one transgresses the most grievous sins in the Torah. This is 
what is meant by “fearing light transgressions,” for one does not fear serious 
transgressions since one would not even think of performing them; only light 
sins bring one to transgress the severe ones. 
 
Thus, one must prepare many fences and boundaries around specific sins one 
feels he must distance himself from so as not to transgress them, throughout 
one’s life and especially during these days. One must think deeply which things 
cause one to stumble and distance himself from these things. (If one has unfil-
tered internet access at home, one must filter it so as not to come to sin.) 
 
Nevertheless, one cannot be saved completely from the Evil Inclination without 
learning Torah, for one who is connected to the Torah by establishing a set To-
rah class or learning partner for one’s self every day is guarded from sinning and 
will never stray from the path of Hashem. Rabbeinu Yehonatan Eibeschitz writes 
that not only must men establish set times for Torah study; rather, women must 
also establish some sort of set learning schedule for themselves from a Mussar 
work (such as Peleh Yo’etz and the like) whenever it is convenient for them. 
This will serve as a fortified wall so that one will not easily fall into the trap of the 
Evil Inclination. 
 
We shall now recount a tale in order to emphasize the importance of daily Torah 
study: 
Approximately twenty-five years ago there was a certain community in the Ra-
mot neighborhood of Jerusalem where all the residents were wealthy business-
men who sent their children to secular schools. A certain rabbi arrived there and 
tried his utmost to teach Torah to the members of this community. He would go 
and speak to the wives of these men in order to convince them to encourage 
their husbands to attend his class every day. Additionally, he would commission 
young Torah scholars to learn with the men every night, encourage them to 
attend Selichot services every morning, and other things of that nature. 
 
On the other hand, there was another community in Jerusalem which was very 
similar to the former community besides for the fact that the community mem-
bers did not learn Torah; the local rabbi would do his job by delivering a sermon 
on Shabbat night as well as a class on Tuesday after which he would return to 
his home to deal with his own issues. Now, twenty years later, we can see pre-
cisely what has emerged from each of these respective communities. The chil-
dren of those businessmen from the Ramot community now consist of many G-d
-fearing Torah scholars, especially their grandchildren. Working individuals now 
establish set times for Torah study and send their children to be educated in 
religious schools. Those who learn spend all their time immersed in Torah study. 
 
In contrast, it is quite unfortunate to see the members of the other community of 
whom many of their children are irreligious, very few of which attend synagogue 
on Shabbat, and all of which show blatant disregard for modesty, adherence to 
Halacha, and respect for Torah scholars. All this was caused by a lack of con-
nection to Torah study and a Torah scholar who is completely dedicated to the 
Torah. This message speaks volumes.  

 

Parashat Ki Tetze 
 

 
Among the many mitzvot which appear in this week parasha we find: 
"Remember what Hashem did to Miriam" (Devarim 24:9). Rashi com-
ments: "If you wish to avoid tzara'at, don't speak lashon hara (as Miri-
am did)" . The meraglim saw the punishment of Miriam, but failed to 
learn a lesson from it. For this reason, the story of the meraglim is 
found right after the story of Miriam (as Rashi explains the semichut 
haparshiot). What lesson should the meraglim have learned from Miri-
am;? After all, their sin was not lashon hara, but motzie shem ra on an 
inanimate object, Eretz Yisrael ? 
Miriam had discovered that Moshe abstained from relations with his 
wife, and related this fact to her brother, Aharon HaKohen. They said, 
"Hashem spoke to us too, yet we have not abstained from marital rela-
tions." For this Miriam was punished, even though she did not intend to 
speak badly of Moshe. Hashem tells Miriam and Aharon that He had 
told Moshe to abstain. He becomes angry and afflicts Miriam 
with tzara'at. Miriam's basic mistake was the misinterpretation of the 
facts. She thought that Moshe had decided on his own to abstain, and 
she questioned his decision. In reality, however, Moshe was command-
ed to do so. Miriam's lashon hara was caused by her incorrect under-
standing of a situation that she had discovered. 
The meraglim made a similar mistake. They described Eretz Yisrael as 
a land that destroys its inhabitants--"Eretz Ochelet Yoshveha." Wherev-
er they went, they saw burials, so they assumed that it is extremely 
dangerous to live there. In reality, Hashem arranged for numerous 
deaths and burials for the forty days the meraglim were in Eretz Yisra-
el in order to preoccupy the natives of the land with their mourning so 
that they should not detect the meraglim. At all other times, Eretz Yisra-
el was not dangerous at all. 
The lesson that the meraglim should have learned from Miriam was the 
need to be certain about the facts before criticizing a person or a land. 
Miriam could have asked Moshe, or perhaps even Hashem, why he 
abstained and left his wife, Tzippora. The meraglim could have asked 
Moshe, or perhaps even Hashem, why so many people died in Eretz 
Yisrael. Instead, based on their misinterpretation of the facts, they criti-
cized Moshe and Eretz Yisrael, respectively. The meraglim were pun-
ished by death because they persisted in their attempt to enlist all 
of Am Yisrael in their campaign to damage the beauty of Eretz Yisra-
el. The best efforts of Kalev and Yehoshua to refute them failed  and 
led to threats to their lives. 
Why didn't Moshe simply explain to the people that the numerous 
deaths in Eretz Yisrael were an act caused by Hashem to avoid the 
detection of the meraglim by its inhabitants? Apparently, once the neg-
ative impression of the land took hold in the people's minds, it was im-
possible to uproot. Such is the power of negative speech about a per-
son or land, that it is difficult, if not impossible, to rectify. 
We are commanded to remember what happened to Miriam. We dare 
not repeat the mistake of negative speech based on incorrect facts or 
interpretations, nor may we accept as absolute truth such negative re-
ports. This mistake led to the destruction of the Bet HaMikdash and the 
crying for generations. Only by correcting it can we be worthy of the 
ultimate redemption. This is also a very important and current lesson for 
us with the Israeli elections upcoming this week on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17th. There will be many who try and cast a negative light 
on everyone who disagrees. But we need to remember we are all 
part of the Am Kadosh. We must be extra-mindful when we speak 
of others within our Nation and of Eretz Yisrael itself. 

 
Shabbat Shalom, 
Rabbi Yehuda Moses 
Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi 

Halachic Illuminations Special Events  Shiurim  Announcements 

SEPT 14: 1469 EDRIS DR. LOS ANGELES CA 90035 


