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Parashat Vayishlach
NOVEMBER
Samuel Venouziou  Dave Shafer 
Roben Pakdaman BenAharon  Joan Bernet 
Solomon Ben Mordechai Farouz  Henry Yaris 

NOVEMBER 23 ~ NOVEMBER 29, 2018 • 15 KISLEV ~ 21 KISLEV * 5779

Jacob Blitzstein  Helen Pollack  Benjamin Rob Letzen 

Thank You To Our Sponsors

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Macklouf Ben Menachem Sabbah

Erev Shabbat — NOVEMBER 23
Candle Lighting
4:28 pm
Mincha/Arvit
4:30 pm

NOVEMBER

Please include the Following Individuals in Your
Prayers So that Each May be Granted
Refoua Shelema
Chaya Liel Bat Tali, Yehoshua Ben Orah
Levi Ben Maytal HaCohen,
Sarena Bat Rachel, Meir Ben Devorah
Avraham Ben Rachel, Menashe Ben Rosa,
Akram Bat Habiba, Ezra Ben Naima,
Naama Bat Aviva, Gideon Ben Leslie
If you would like us to include a name on this list, please call us at
(310) 556-5609, email the office at office@mogen-david.org, or email
the Rabbis at rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org or
rabbimoses@mogen-david.org

Elizabeth Grunfeld  Eliyahu Hazani  Natalie Ashouri
Matan Shaliehsaboo  Tehila Sarir  Shifrah Manuel 
Eve Halwani  Mia Geish  Shelly Baseri 
Oliver Younai  Ariel Hakham  Eric Abergel 
Yolanda Baumberger  Sophie Ouaknine 
Rosette Levy  Liana Hakham  Tamra Lesin 
Jaclin Haboosheh  Mishael Ashoorzadeh 
Nellie Javaherian  Max Sheff  Joelle Ouaknine 
Luis Castro  Daniel Javaherian  Susan Shafer 
Gabriel Shraga  Michal Lasry  Gila Hazani 
Gil Levy  Aiden Abergel

SHABBAT
Rabbi Moses Parsha Shiur
8:15 am
Shacharit
8:45 am
Teen Minyan
9:15 am
Eliyahu Binyamin Shiur
3:45 pm
Mincha/Arvit
4:15 pm
(Followed by Seudat Shlishit)
Havdalah
5:20 pm
No Avot U’Banim This Week
SUNDAY
Shacharit

8:00 am & 9:00 am
(Followed By Breakfast)
Mon. — Fri.

Shacharit

6:30 am

Amy & David Minc
Rachel & Neil Sheff
Gila & Eliyahu Hazani
Mojgan & Abraham Kashani

Mincha/Arvit

4:30 pm

Erev Shabbat — NOVEMBER 30
Candle Lighting
Mincha/Arvit

4:30 pm
4:30 pm

RABBI YEHUDA MOSES, Rav HaKehillah, Senior Rabbi
rabbimoses@mogen-david.org
RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, Executive Director/
Associate Rabbi/Hazan
rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org

Earliest Talit & Tefillin
Last Time for Shema M”A
Last Time for Shema GR”A
Latest Tefillah M”A
Latest Tefillah GR”A
Hazot Hayom

SEUDAT SHLISHEET Will Be Co-Sponsored
By
Michal & Israel Lasry
In Memory of Hele Bat Clara Z”L
And
Isaac Hatanian
In Memory of Avraham Ben Yitzchak Issaha Z”L
And
Dina & Rabbi Yehuda Moses
In Memory of His Father Eliyahu Gorgy Ben Aaron Z”L
TEEN MINYAN Will Be Sponsored
By
Morris Davidson

Mogen David Family
To Contribute to
Weekly Sponsorships Regularly
This is A Wonderful Way to
Commemorate A Hazkara or Honor

IMPORTANT HALALHIC TIMES
Email Your Rabbis:

KIDDUSH Will Be Co-Sponsored
By
Lizie & Avishai Shraga
In Honor of Gabriel and Liel’s Birthday

We Would Like to Encourage the

Sun – Thurs
NOVEMBER

THIS WEEK

5:42 am
8:24 am
9:07 am
9:26 am
9:58 am
11:40 am

A Special
Event or Occasion
We Need Your Support
Call Us At (310) 556-5609 or
Email to office@mogen-david.org

Special Events, Shiurim & Announcements

Halachic Illuminations
Parashat Vayishlach
Parashat
Shemot
Question: If one is in the restroom, may one speak to a
friend who is outside or answer a telephone call or is this
prohibited?
Answer: The Gemara in Masechet Berachot (62a) states: “The
tradition we have accepted from our Sages regarding [how to
act in] the restroom is to be modest and silent.” Similarly, the
Rama in his notation on the Shulchan Aruch (beginning of Chapter 3) rules that one may not speak in the restroom and one
must act modestly there, which includes making sure to close
the door behind him (even if no one is home).
This is also apparent from the words of the Rambam (Hilchot
De’ot, Chapter 5) who writes that one should not talk while relieving one’s self, even if there is a great need to do so, due to
restrictions of modesty. Maran Ha’Chida and other well-known
Poskim write that besides for the modesty issue, there is also an
element of danger involved, for there are harmful spirits present
in the restroom and they may cause damage to one who speaks
there. Based on this reason, it would seem that one may not act
leniently and speak in the restroom, even when the need to do
so is great, for there is a possible danger involved.
Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt”lwrites that although speaking
in the restroom is prohibited without a pressing need to do so
due to modesty concerns, nevertheless, if there is a pressing
need to do so, one may act leniently and do so. This is based on
the words of Hagaon Ya’abetz who writes in his Mor Uktzia that
nowadays, demons and harmful spirits are no longer found in
restrooms, as the restrooms in our times are in inhabited places
and demons do not usually reside in places inhabited by human
beings. In the olden times, the restrooms would be located in far
-removed fields where demons and harmful spirits were more
common. Additionally, the Maharshal writes regarding the evil
spirit that rests upon one’s hands prior to washing them in the
morning that this evil spirit is no longer common nowadays, for
in the times of our Sages, if one would place one’s hands on
one’s eyes before washing them, there was a good chance this
could cause blindness, whereas nowadays, clearly this is not the
case. Thus, we can apply this idea to the evil spirit found in restrooms that nowadays, it is no longer common and we need not
worry about it as much. Therefore, one need not be so concerned about the danger that the Mekubalim refer to; rather, one
should only be concerned with the laws of modesty in the restroom.
Thus, when there is a pressing need to do so, for instance, if
one receives a telephone call and by not answering, one may
incur a financial loss or if a parent who is watching his/her children must tell the children something very important so that they
do not get hurt and the like, one may speak in the restroom
while trying to keep the conversation as short as possible.

At the beginning of Parashat VaYishlach Yakov, sensing
the impending meeting with Esav, sends 'Mala'achim'
forward to speak with Esav and deliver presents. The
simple definition of 'Mala'achim' in this context is
'messengers,' as we see elsewhere in the Chumash.
Yet Rashi, who usually aims to explicate the simple narrative, claims these were 'Mala'achimMamash,' actual
angels. What prompted Rashi'sdeviation?
Rav Aharon Lichtenstein understands this interpretation
of Rashi as a commentary on Yakov'spersonality and
worldview. At the beginning of last
week's Parasha Yakov famously dreams of the
"SulamMutzav Artza, V'Rosho Magiya HaShamayma,"
the mysterious ladder with the ascending and descending angels. If we glance at the end of last
week's Parsaha, just a few pesukim before Yakov sends
these 'angels' before him to Esav, Yakov encounters
what are unequivocally real angels,
"MalacheiElokim." Rav Lichtenstein observes Yakov encounters angels when leaving his
parent's home, and after living for 21 years
with Lavan HaRasha. No matter the circumstances Yakov always encountered angels. The Midrash
claims: 'Im Lavan Garti, V'et TaryagMitzvot Shamarati--I
lived with Lavan and still kept the 613 Mitzvot.' Yakov,
through his force of will and sense of right, always attracted angels. They inspired [and were inspired]
by Yakov, his commitment and faith, through good times
and bad.

Whatever the circumstances, whatever the challenges, like our forefather Yakov, we will travel through life
with angels, endeavoring to bring more Beracha to the
world in general, and Am Yisrael in particular. We should
also aspire to ‘see’ angels where we go, protecting our
families and us as we protect Hashem’s Torah Hakedoshah.
Shabbat Shalom!

Rabbi Yehuda Moses,
Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi
Congregation Mogen David

