
BEN’S OAKHURST PROPERTIES 
PLUMBING, PLASTERING, PAINTING AND MORE 

 

YAIR BEN AMI 
310-770-6192  I  BENAMI310@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

Erev Shabbat - NOVEMBER 22 

Candle Lighting    4:28 pm 

Shir Hashirim     4:20 pm 

Mincha/Arvit    4:30 pm 

 
SHABBAT 

Rabbi Moses Parasha Shiur  8:15 am 

Shacharit     8:45 am 

Teen Minyan    9:15 am 

Mincha/Arvit    4:10 pm 

(Followed By Seudah Shlishit) 

D’var Torah By Amram Eliyahu Azeroual 

Havdalah     5:20 pm 

  

SUNDAY 

Shacharit      8:00 am & 9:00 am 

(Followed By Breakfast) 

 
Monday - Friday 

Shacharit     6:30 am 

Shacharit on Thansgiving Thurs  8:00 am 
Sunday - Thursday 

Mincha/Arvit    4:30 pm 

Torah At Mogen David (Mon-Thurs) 8:30 pm 

 
Erev Shabbat - NOVEMBER 29 

Candle Lighting    4:26 pm 

Shir Hashirim     4:20 pm 

Mincha/Arvit    4:30 pm 

 

IMPORTANT HALALHIC TIMES 

Earliest Talit & Tefillin     5:41 am 

Hanetz Hachama      6:33 am 

Last Time for Shema M”A     8:23 am 

Last Time for Shema GR”A    9:06 am 

Latest Tefillah M”A      9:26 am 

Latest Tefillah GR”A     9:57 am 

Hazot Hayom    11:39 am 

    
NOV 22 - NOV 28, 2019  24 CHESHVAN - 30 CHESHVAN  5780  

Parashat Chayei Sarah 

SHABBAT MEVARCHIM 

CONGREGATION MOGEN DAVID 
 

9717 W PICO BLVD. LOS ANGELES CA 90035 • 310.556.5609 • WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

NOVEMBER 
 

Rabbi Leon Stitskin  Donald Copelof 

Albert Hirsch  Rubin Bird 

Jacob Frankiel  Rose Birdie Safren 

Dora Chazen  Edward Weller 

Samuel Venouziou  Trudy Bird 

Mary Bauer  Shia Yunger 

Dora Helfend  Lois Chazen 

Robert Pakdaman  Charlotte Altfest 

Joan Bernet  Ellis Holtz  Alice Landau 

Mary Kramer  Bluma Glovinsky 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 
 

Eliyahu Hazani  Matan Shaliehsaboo 

Shifrah Manuel  Mia Genish 

Eve Halwani  Shelly Baseri 

Noah Avraham Yerushalmi  Ariel Hakham 

David Kashanian  Eric Abergel 

Rosette Levy  Avraham Zaghi 

Pablo Daniel Maya  Sophie Ouaknine 

Liana Hakham  Ilanit Fallas 

Rina Bamela  Shylee Cohen 

Jaclin Haboosheh  Mishael Ashoorzadeh 

Jacob Jahan  Nellie Javaherian 

Max Sheff  Joelle Ouaknine 

Mona Cohen  Luis Castro 

Daniel Hagay  Daniel Javaherian 

Michal Lasry  Gabriel Shraga 

Gabriela Fozailoff  Gila Hazani 

David Abramson  Gil Levy 

Aiden Abergel  Adam Kashanian 

                         

    

 

NOVEMBER 
 

David & Dana Abramson 

Abraham & Mojgan Kashani 

Neil & Rachel Sheff 

 

Please Include The Following Individuals In 

Your Prayers So That Each May Be Granted 
 

Refoua Shelema 

 
Chaya Liel Bat Tali, Yehoshua Ben Orah, 

Levi Ben Maytal HaCohen, Sarena Bat Rachel,  

Meir Ben Devorah, Avraham Ben Rachel,  

Menashe Ben Rosa, Akram Bat Habiba, Ezra Ben Naima,  

Naama Bat Aviva, Gideon Ben Leslie, 

Michael Nader Ben Molouk Zimra, Haim Ben Hannah 
 

If you would like us to include a name on this list, 

please call us at (310) 556-5609, or 

email us at office@mogen-david.org, 

rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org or rabbimoses@mogen-david.org 

 

 

Thank You To Our Sponsors 
THIS WEEK 

 

KIDDUSH 

Sponsorship Is Available 

 

SEUDAH SHLISHIT 

Sponsored By 

 

Nessim & Linda Hami 

In Memory Of Yosef Ben Simcha 

 

Mehran & Shahin Fakheri 
In Memory Of Asher Ben Elazar & Zagi Bat Mashala 

 

Ramin & Tina Neman 

In Memory Of Nouriel Ben Moshe Haim 

 

TEEN MINYAN 

Sponsored By 

 

Ouriel & Rachel Hakham  

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP YEAR 5780 CAMPAIGN 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORMS WERE MAILED OUT. 

PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR MEMBERSHIP. 

EMAIL, MAIL OR DROP OFF 

YOUR COMPLETED MEMBERSHIP FORM 

ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT. 

YOU CAN ALSO VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

BY LOGGING INTO YOUR ACCOUNT. 

 

JOIN US & BE A PART OF OUR KEHILA 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM CAN BE EMAILED, MAILED OR DROPPED OFF OUR OFFICE. 

RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

AT RABBIABRAHAM@MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

We Would Like To Encourage The KMD Family 

To Contribute To Weekly Sponsorships Regularly 

This Is A Wonderful Way 

To Commemorate A Hazkara Or 

Honor A Special Event Or Occasion 

We Need Your Support 
 

CONTACT US AT 310.556.5609/OFFICE@MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 



 

Parashat Shemot 

 

 
Wine Poured by a Non-Jew 
In olden times, idolatrous non-Jews would customarily pour wine as a libation 
offering to their various idols and deities. This was quite a common practice. Such 
wine is forbidden for consumption or to derive benefit from (such as by selling it to 
another non-Jew) by Torah law, for anything that is included in idol worship is 
forbidden to benefit from. 
“Random Wine” 
Our Sages further decreed that even the “random wine” of non-Jews should like-
wise be forbidden to benefit from. This means that although one is unsure whether 
or not a non-Jew’s wine was offered as a libation to an idol, our Sages neverthe-
less decreed that one may not derive benefit from it. The reason why our Sages 
distanced us so much from their wine is because drinking wine brings people to-
gether in a closer way and as a result of Jews sitting together with non-Jews and 
drinking wine, this may bring them together to such an extent that a Jew may end 
up marrying a non-Jew’s daughter. It is for this reason that our Sages banned 
deriving any benefit from non-Jewish wine. Thus, even in our times, even 
“random” wine of a non-Jew is forbidden to derive benefit from and is certainly 
forbidden for consumption. 
We must ask ourselves: Why is it that our Sages ruled so stringently and forbade 
even deriving benefit from non-Jewish wine, something we do not find regarding 
other prohibitions meant to distance us from non-Jews? The answer is that since 
wine that was actually poured as a libation offering is forbidden to derive benefit 
from as it shares the same law as an accessory to idolatry, our Sages enacted that 
we must treat all wine of a non-Jew as if it was certainly poured as a libation to an 
idol although we are uncertain of this fact. Nevertheless, as we have stated above, 
the primary reason for this edict was because of the concern of intermarriage. 
Idolatrous Non-Jews Nowadays 
We must therefore discuss the status of non-Jewish wine nowadays: Shall we 
consider it forbidden to derive benefit from as well or is it merely forbidden for 
consumption but permissible to derive benefit from? 
Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt”l deals with this matter at length and rules that 
regarding this law, there is a distinction between the various non-Jewish religions. 
As we know, Christianity is a pagan religion, for according to their religion, Jesus is 
an actual deity and they serve him and pray to him. Thus, their wine takes on the 
law as if it were to have been offered to an idol and is forbidden to derive benefit 
from as well. 
Nevertheless, Maran zt”l writes that wine of non-Jews that do not worship idols is 
only forbidden for consumption so that this does not lead to intermarriage; howev-
er, deriving benefit from such wine, such as by selling it to a non-Jew, is permissi-
ble since there is no real concern that it has been poured as an offering to foreign 
deities. (Conducting business with such wine on a regular basis is forbidden for 
other reasons.) 
Muslims 
Regarding Muslims, we must analyze whether or not they are an idolatrous reli-
gion. Rabbeinu Nissim writes (in his commentary on Sanhedrin 61b) as follows: 
“We have learned that although the Ishmaelites do not make the mistake of mak-
ing him (their prophet Mohammed) a god, nevertheless, since they prostate them-
selves to him in a divine manner, he retains the law of idolatry, for they do not only 
bow to him out of respect; rather, this is done in a manner of serving a deity.” 
Based on this, it would seem that Muslims should retain the law of idolaters. 
Maran zt”l discusses this matter in several of his works and concludes that, ha-
lachically speaking, Muslims are not considered idolaters. Indeed, the Rambam 
writes explicitly that although they began as an idolatrous nation, as the years 
went by, idol worship was forgotten from them. It is apparent from them, their 
wives, and children that they completely affirm Hashem’s oneness in an absolute 
manner. Since there are other reasons for leniency that may be included here, the 
Halacha follows that they are not considered idolatrous and their wine is forbidden 
only for consumption but not to derive benefit from. 
Pouring the Wine 
Not only is a non-Jew’s wine forbidden for us, rather, even if a non-Jew touches 
our wine, the entire bottle or barrel becomes forbidden by virtue of the above rab-
binic enactment. Similarly, wine poured by a non-Jew is likewise forbidden. Thus, 
wine touched by a Christian is forbidden to derive benefit from. However, wine 
touched by a Muslim is forbidden only for consumption but is permissible to derive 
benefit from, such as to sell it or give it as a gift to another non-Jew. 
Summary: Wine belonging to Christians, who are considered idolatrous, is forbid-
den to derive benefit from. Thus, it cannot be sold or given as a gift to a non-Jew. 
Rather, it must be poured down the drain. Nevertheless, wine belonging to Arabs 
or other Muslims is not forbidden to derive benefit from and is only forbidden for 
consumption as a result of the rabbinic concern of intermarriage. Their touching of 
our wine or pouring it into our cup likewise prohibits the wine for consumption, as 
is customary. 
 

 

Parashat Chayei Sarah 
 

 
Reverence for the past begins with Avraham Avinu. The Torah 
teaches, "And Avraham had become old and advanced in days, 
and Hashem blessed Avraham with everything." The Talmud (Bava 
Metzia 87a) teaches that until Avraham, there were no visual signs 
of old age, and Avraham prayed for recognizable old age to come 
into existence, and Hashem responded in the affirmative. The Mid-
rash teaches that Avraham argued before Hashem that a man and 
his son could walk together and no one would know whom to honor. 
Thus signs of aging were a gift from Hashem, to enable the younger 
generation to show reverence and respect for a life of accomplish-
ment. 
This is in sharp contrast to the subsequent teaching of the Gemara, 
that until Yakov there was no illness. Yakov prayed to Hashem that 
mankind be afforded a warning that their end might be approaching, 
enabling them to put their life and affairs in order in preparation for 
the next world. 
The old age of Avraham is one of blessing, fulfillment, and accom-
plishment. This can only be understood from a spiritual perspective. 
From a physical perspective the senior years are marked by a sig-
nificant decrease in physical strength and accomplishment. Av-
raham wanted old age so that the elderly would be respected. In-
deed, the Gemara in Masechet Kiddushin 33a says Rav Yochanan 
would greet and rise before the elderly of even the non-Jewish com-
munity, stating that they have weathered the various storms of life. 
For those of us that have been on buses in Eretz Yisrael we have 
seen signs that quote the pasuk to stand for an elderly passenger, 
'Mipnei Sevah Takum." 
The Gemara (Bava Kamma 97b) teaches that the coin of Av-
raham Avinu had an elderly couple on one side, and a young cou-
ple on the other. Rashi understands this to refer to Avraham and 
Sarah on one side, and Yitzchak and Rivka on the reverse. The 
Maharsha, however, explains the coin to refer exclusively to Av-
raham and Sarah. To enable them to have Yitzchak they were mi-
raculously transformed to younger individuals. They underwent a 
renewal and were able to produce a child at their advanced stage in 
life. 
While their renewal was more physical in nature, Chachamim note 
that a spiritual transformation occurs as well. 
The Mishna (Kinim 3:6) makes a sharp distinction between the ag-
ing of "amei haaretz", the unlearned, who seek but personal gratifi-
cation, and the learned. The former, commensurate with the lessen-
ing of their physical capacity and pleasures, experience a void and 
emptiness that robs them of their meaning and purpose in life while 
the latter, despite the same bodily decline, their attainment of spir-
itual endeavors increases and flourishes, fulfilling the pasuk in 
Tehillim: "od yenuvun b'seiva" - "they will still be fruitful in old age, 
even vigorous and fresh." 
The Abarbanel, in his explanation of the mitzvah of yovel (Jubilee 
year - Vayikra 25:8-13) echoes the above theme. He teaches that 
the Torah is alluding to the fifty years of working on behalf of family 
and society. The remaining years are to be an opportunity for 
the personal self-actualization that was often limited in one's earlier 
years. Bezrat Hashem we will all live to see Arichut Yamim in health 
where we will have opportunities to fulfill many many more Mitzvot, 
following in the path of Avraham Avinu and Sarah Imeinu. 
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
Rabbi Yehuda Moses 
Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi 

Halachic Illuminations Special Events  Shiurim  Announcements 


